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NEED SOME S. A. IN FILMS” 
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Dramatic Critics’ Box Score 





Season of 1939-40 


(June 19, 1939-May 28, 1940) 
Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), W (wrong), 
0 (no opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 


LOCKRIDGE (Sun) @eeeeveeseeeees 
COLEMAN (Mirror) ............. 


ANDERSON (Journal-American! 
WATTS (Herald Tribune) 


Ge 4 


WHIPPLE (World-Telegram) 


ATKINSON (Times) ............. 
WINCHELL (Mirror) ............ 


MANTLE (News) 


SK R, W. oO. Pct. 
Sata ae io: Oe 65 8 0 890 
ere 49 41 8 0 837 
‘acres . 70 58 12 0 .829 
cee echo 69 57 9 3 820 
ekkibuee 51 42 9 0 .824 
Miicoaien 64 52 i 1 813 
pices ae 70 56 13 1 .800 
cueaannte 24 19 5 0 .792 
eee 64 46 18 0 718 


(Score based on 74 néw shows covered by first-stringers) 





VARIETY (combined) ........... 


Sr —f 69 5 «0 932 








| Lockridge. Coleman One-Two in NY. 


Critics Boxscore; Former’s First Win 


cg 


With a mathematical short cut that 


might consternate Einstein, Vartery’s 
legit boxscore custodian catapaulted 
Richard Lockridge, the New York 
Sun’s seer on the drama, from next- | 
to-last place last year to the win- 
ning position for the 1939-40 Broad- 
Way season ending June 1. Of a, 
total of 74 new shows premiered, | 
Lockridge reviewed 73, was right on 
65 and wrong on eight, for a final 
percentage of .890. It’s the first Sun- | 
critic victory since Gilbert Gabriel | 
copped in 1925-26 and '26-27. | 

Robert Coleman, of the Mircor. | 
takes. second-place this year with 
837, moving up from the third slot | 
he occupied at the end of last season, | 
while John Anderson, of the Journal- | 
American, last year’s winner, is third 
with 829. Coleman caught 49 pro- 
ductions, was right on 41 and wrong 
On eight. 

Richard Watts, Jr., of the Herald 
Tribune, with .826, is fourth, closely 
followed by John Mason Brown. of 
the Post, with .824. Sidney B. Whip- 
ple, of the Worid-Telegram, is in 
sixth position with .813. 

In the seventh slot is Brooks At- 

(Continued on page 42) 


Hollywood-Minded 
John Patt’s ‘Sneak 
Previews’ for Radio 


= 








: Cleveland, June 4. 

Lifting a page from the book of 
Hollywood, WGAR is readying a plan | 
which will spring on unsuspecting | 
Nabe film audiences previews of 
Dlanned station shows, Originator of 
idea, believed first of kind for radio, | 
is John F, Patt, station manager. | 
who returned recently from visit to | 
Sister station KMPC in Beverly Hills. | 
First ‘sneak’ preview will be this | 
week at the Knickerbocker, an east 
Side nabe managed by Louis Swee. 
Audience will be surprised by a 
slide which will read, ‘We will now 
(Continued on pafe 38) ' 


sided over the union‘s international 
| convention which opens at Indian- 
| apolis this Monday (10). 
; may force him to decline another 


| Federation for 40 conservative years. 


‘he was hoping against hope that his 





7 States in 8 Days 





Lincoln, Neb., June 4. 

Rudy Bundy band did some 
tall stepping and driving to 
play seven states in eight days, 
which is one-nighting at its 
dizziest. 

Started off with Indianapolis, 
then in order made Chicago, 
Milwaukee,- Pine Bluffs, Ark.; 
Memphis, Kansas City and 
Dodge, Neb. 


Joe Weber, 40 Yrs. 
AFM Prez, May 
Retire This Mo. 








Joseph N. Weber will, from pres-| 
ent indications, retire from the] 
presidency of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians after he has pre-| 


His health 
term. after serving as head of the 
Weber declared Monday (3) that 


doctors will tell him that it is okay 
for him to continue in his union post 
but that he was quite doubtful of 
this verdict since his health would 
have to improve considerably within 
the next few days to insure such a 
verdict. He is slated to undergo a 
thorough physical examination this 
Friday (7) and even if the doctors 
tell him he must retire, Weber said, 
he proposes to wield the gavel at the 
Indianapolis convention. 

Weber's still keen mental faculties 
are as alert and energetic as ever 


(Continued on page 46) 








EXHIB FEELS IT 
WOULD AID 8.0 


Small-Town Theatre Man- 
ager Observes the Adult 
Public’s Tired of the Elsie 
Dinsmore Cinema _ Tech- 
nique — Blames Purity 
Groups for _ Boxoffice 
Downbeat 


CITES AVERAGE CASES 


By KEN WOODWARD 


(Manager, Capitol Theatre, 
Uniontown, Pa.) 


Uniontown, Pa., May 29. 
Editor, Variety: 
As I sit here pondering over con- 
stantly dwindling I often 
wonder how many other small-time 


motion picture theatre managers at 
the same instant are, by chance, 
speculating on the same_ thought 
that keeps running through my mind 
—just how long, under present con- 
ditions and restrictions, can our be- 
loved ‘movie’ business last? 


I know it is on the downward 
path as the leading recreation of the 
nation. Recent surveys tell in a 
most graphic manner how many 
millions of patrons have been lost 
to the films. Any 
jitterbug contest:can far outgross a 


receipts, 





Hwood-Govt. Huddles on Patriotic 
Cinema Trends; Weigh Wartime Ideas 





Red Cross Films 


—_—-—— 


Washington, D. C. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Any inquiries regarding gratis 
bookings of Red Cross films in 
theatres may be directed to any 
of the following: 

National Ifeadquarters, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

American Red Cross, 1709 
Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


American Red Cross, Civic 
Auditorium, San Francisco, 
Calif, 


Thanks for your interest, 
G. Stewart Brown. 


Hells Second 
Million-§ Gross 
In Its 2d Year 








‘Hellzapoppin,’ continuing its rec- 





| 
| 
| 


| 


picture which cost $1,000,000 to make. | 


Put a traveling carnival into a small 
town and the local movie man may 
as well close his doors entirely for 
that week. 

Carl Laemmle, many years ago 
now it seems, just prior to repeal, 
shouted in his house-organ maga- 
zine, ‘Saloons Will Wreck the Mo- 
vie Business!’ What a wise old man 
he was—he saw the handwriting on 
the wall! Every last penny now 
seems to go to booze and weekly gas 
for the 1940 model. The nation is liv- 
ing in an automobile seat (in fact, 
seeing its pictures from an auto- 
mobile seat) and the little motion 
picture theatre must face constantly 

(Continued on page 2) 


Billy Rose Has Lyman’s 
Band Doing a Pitch 
At N.Y. Fair; Feuding 


Billy Rose stated Monday (3) that 
his ‘bankroll will outlast Abe Ly- 


man’s. belly,’ and Lyman claimed that | 


he has a very strong constitution. 
These sallies keynote a bit of a feud 
in one corner of the New York 
World’s Fair. It evolves from Rose 
closing the nitery-restaurant portion 
of his Barbary Coast on the Flushing 
Meadows and discharging the show 
and practically the entire staff—all 
(Continued on page 16) 


| 
| 
| 


| 





ord as the top Broadway money- 
maker of all time, this week starts its 
third season with a total gross to 
date of more than $2,500,000. Olsen- 


little hillbilly | Johnson musical at the Winter Gar- | 


den, N. Y., has eased off a trifle from 
its early pace of around $30,000 a 
week, but is still getting nearly $25,- 
000 weekly and seems likely to con- 
tinue indefinitely. ‘Hellz’ is believed 
to be the only show on record to 
gross $1,000,000 in a single Broad- 
(Continued on page 42) 





Long Termers For 
20th Prod. Heads; 
Pruning Goes On 


Hollywood, June 4. 
producer 


Sol Wurtzel 
contract at 20th-Fox last week that 


Signed a 


will carry him through July, 1946, 


and round out 32 years with the 
studio and its predecessor, Fox 


Films. Current pact is still three 
years off expiration. Idea of long- 
termers is to anchor its production 
heads to the plant. Darryl Zanuck 
recently signed for an additional five 
years, effective two years hence. 
Contract of William Goetz comes up 
next for consideration. 

In the lower brackets the pruning 
goes on, with around 350 dropped in 
two weeks and others fated to fol- 
low. Evidence of the economy wave 


is seen in the merging or complete 


discontinuance of departments. Un- 
derstood it will be another two 
weeks before those who survive are 
safe, 


| 
| 
| 


| putedly 
| shorts and newsreel clips. 


Chief executives of film companies 
are scheduled to meet some time 
this week in New York, with U. S. 
Army Signal Corps officers assigned 
to the National Defense detail, re- 
garding what part the picture busi- 
ness should play in boosting the na- 
tion’s defense. Studio and produc- 
tion heads already conferred in 
Hollywood last week with Major 
Richard Schlosberg, of the Signal 
Corps, and Major Mason Wright, Jr., 
of the adjutant-general’s division. 
Huddle on the Paramount lot was 
strictly q.t. Sitting in at the con- 
ference were Harry M. Warner, S. R. 
Kent, Cliff Work, B. B. Kahane, E. H. 
| Goldstein, Harry Ginsburg, John 
Aalberg, Major Nathan Levinson, 
Walter Wanger, Frank Capra, T. 
Keith Glennon, Gordon Mitchell 
and Fred Beetson. 


Understood that Army Signal 
Corps officers have been detached 
from regular duty to get the indus- 
{try lined up on special pictures 
boosting the nation’s defense pro- 
grain and bolstering national spirit. 

Not known just what sort of a 
program would be lined up under 
the military supervision, but re- 
it would be confined to 
Industry 
leaders interviewed this week did 


(Continued on page 47) 


Massey’s Red Cross 
Plea in Milw. Brings 
‘Sth Column’ Threats 


Milwaukee, June 4. 
Although many people here con- 











| sidered it a mighty fine gesture for 


Raymond Massey to step to the foot- 
lights at the finish of ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,’ and make a plea for the 
American Red Cross, the ‘Fifth Col- 
umn’ element in town took excep- 
tion to it and has since been bom- 
barding Toni Thenee, manager of 
the Davidson, with all sorts of 
mailed and telephoned threats and 
criticism. The protests have balked 
plans for Red Cross pleas in other 
houses at least temporarily. 

‘Abe Lincoln’ was here for only 
three performances and at the final 
curtain of each show, Massey, who 
served with the Canadian overseas 
forces in the World War, spoke 
briefly for the Red Cross. Women 
of the service stood at the heads of 
the aisles as patrons left the thea- 
tre and over $300 was dropped into 
tin pails. Red Cross officials, grati- 
fied with the collection, set out to 
ask other theatres to aid the cause 
jin similar fashion, but when they 
learned of the attacks upon the legit 
house they abandoned the plan. 
After playing ‘Lincoln’ 700 times 
from coast to coast, Massey ended 
his road tour here, and after the 
last performance presented each 
member of the cast with various 
items of jewelry as mementoes of 
‘the long engagement, 
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Kane and Goetz Returning to U.S.; 
No Quota Production for a While 


— 


Fact that Bob Kane, 20th-Fox, and 
Fen Goetz, Metro handling produc- 
jion in England for their respective 
companies, are heading for New York 
ihis week, indicates that American 
companies have abandoned 


all |} 


} 


jihought of making quota pictures) 


in Great Britain for the present. Or 
ni Jeast until the threat of a Ger- 
gaan invasion blows over. 

These two companies and Para- 
ynount had been going ahead with 
plans for expensive productions in 
line with the monetary quota provi- 
sion, obtained by U. S. producers be- 
cause of wartime limitations. 
ever, it now seemingly has 
deemed unfeasible to try making 
such features with technical staffs 
depleted by the war and the ex- 
isemely apparent likelihood that pro- 
duction might be interrupted by 
Nazi bombs. Before that. production 


How-: 
been | 





BROOK, WYNYARD SET 
FOR ANTI-NAZI PICTURE 


j 
H 
! 
} 
| 
} 


ja 


_ | Anna Neagle Details 


How She Does Her Bit 


Charlotte, N. C., June 4. 

Anna Neagle has it all figured out 
that she can help her native Britain 
lot more, she says, by staying in 
America and working in Hollywood. 
If she went back to London where 
they aren't making films, she 
wouldn't be earning any money. 

And if she didn’t make any money, 





‘she wouldn't be paying any income 


London, May 20. 

Two Cities Corp., recently organ- | 
ized producer outfit, has completed | 
arrangements for filming yarn 
around anti-Nazi group. It’s being| 
called ‘Freedom’ Radio.’ Mario! 
Zampi is in charge of production, | 
directorial chore goes to Anthony | 
Asquith. Signed for the leads are; 
Clive Brook and Diana Wynyard. j 
The ‘Freedom Radio Station,’ upon | 
which the varn is based, was se- 
cretly operated from within Ger- 
many by a group of liberals and) 
story is concerned with the back- | 
ground of that group. | 
Picture will carry a reported | 
budget of around $250,000, and will | 


’ 
} 
‘ 
! 
} 


.taan and wife, Mrs. Robert Mont- 


units were being lined up, the Ger- 
mans apparently stymied behind 
ihe Maginot line. All this has been 
changed by the blitz through the 
Jowlands country placing Germany 
only a short distance away across 
ihe channel in France. ' 

David Rose, Par rep, who was be- | 
lieved returning, is not aboard the | 
ship with other industryites and ac- | 
cording to late reports will remain | 
in England temporarily, j 


be released by Columbia on a world 
rights deal. Picture is first of three 
TCC pix, 





Midwest Daily Salvos 
Robt. Montgomery’s Act 
In Doing War Service 








Many Showfolk U. S.-Bound | Madison, Wis., June 4. 

London, June 4, ' While British actors in the United 
Bob Kane, 20th-Fox production head States are protesting criticism in 
here; Ben Goetz, Metro's production London that while their brothers 
executive in England, accompanied ear arms they are ‘gallantly-facing 
by their wives, sailed for N. Y. the footlights,” action of American- 
xboard the President Roosevelt when >0rn Robert Montgomery in joining 
it started for the U. S. loaded to ‘the ambulance corps is winning him 
capacity a ah ee plaudits in the midwest. An example 


Jeffrey Bernerd, formerly of Gau- | (Continued on page 49) 


Pole, vet in films “and his tnily. COLDWYN HOBBLED IN 
MAYO BRIT. ‘SENTENCE’ 


went on the same boat. 

Other show people sailing on the. 
Roosevelt included Howard Welsh, 
Jerry Jackson and family, Joe Hay- 
gomery, Barbara Blair, and Charles rs Los Angeles, June 4. 
Tucker, vaude booker, and family. | Archie Mayo woe granted a tem- 
Monty Banks, director and Gracie | POT@™Y Injunction in Superior court 
Fields, 20th-Fox comedienne, also es San ve se 
i ta tn ei Mie te sending him to England to direct a 


: : *- picture or terminate his contract, 
gomg to U. S. to get his final Ameri- which calls for two pictures at $75,- 
can naturalization papers. 


_ 000 each in a 32-week year. | 
a ° Goldwyn’'s reply states that he has 
Korda Not Starting $349,000 tied up in England and the | 
+ only way he can get any of it back 
Any Prod. in England is to produce a picture there and 
Aithough most production reps of! distribute it in the United States. | 
American companies in Europe are Under the contract, he declares, he | 
on their way home, Alexander Kor- has the power to send Mayo to Eng- | 
da’s New York headquarters has re- land regardless of the war. } 
ceived no intimation from the pro- 
ducer that he has changed his plan 
to return to America via the Clipper 
on June 27. 
Korda flew to Europe a few days 

















Tosci Heads Large Show | 
Contingent to S. America| 


after Hitler’s blitzkrieg on the low Headed by Arturo Toscanini and | 
countries got under way. It was his: the NBC orchestra, a boatload of 
intention to get two pictures started show people sailed Friday (31) for 
before returning to the United States,| South America aboard the S. S. 


Brazil. 

Passengers included Vitorio Pod- 
,recca of the Teatro Piccolo and a 
group of 19 marionette players, Mme. 
Bidu Sayao and Mme. Rise Stevens 
of the Metropolitan Opera Co., Hilde 


where he is also producing. Cables 
from Korda give no hint of his plans 
for England, although it appears 
fairly definite he has not started pro- 
aluction, 





booking in Buenos Aires; Mme. 


WRONG-WAY HUSING 
Lilian Evanti, colored coloratura so- 


Whe Kiddies Now Do a Corrigan On prano; Estelle and Leroy, night club} 
Any Race He Touts dancers, and Harris and Shore, com- | 


edy ballroom dance team. 











Ted Husing, as a tout, has been! 
consigned to the ditch behind the 
backstretch by the fans who take 
iheir racing via CBS. In six starts 


Slapsie Maxie’s Personal 


in which Husing recommended’  Sjapsie Maxie Rosenbloom, former 
Jisteners lay their gold teeth on jipht heavyweight champ and now 
faves, heavy-paying long shots have 4 pitery operator-m. c. and film | 
come in. player, makes a personal at the | 


Unique record started with the cirand. New 
Kentucky Derby, in which Husing 
iouted Bimelich and Gallahadion 
paid off at 35-1. Next five were at 
Belmont. In the Hollis, May 17, 
Cacodemon won at 23-1; in the 
Withers, May 18, Corydon came_ 
home at 40-1; in the Acorn May 22. 
Damaged Goods hit the jackpot for 
71-1; in the Peter Pan. May 24, 
Andy K. clicked for 7-1, and in the 
Metropolitan, May 25, Third Degree | 
crossed the line at 84-1. 

The dope now is to bet the long- 
est shot opposite to anything Husing 
ionis, 


day (7),. co-headlining with Jimmy 
i Dorsey’s band. Booking is for three 


chids’ 


the first week and $1,500 each for the 
remaining two stanzas. 
tis set the deal. 


SAILINGS 


June 5 ‘New York to Colombia) 
Alvero Reyes (Cacique). 
ay 31 ‘(New York to South 
America) Arturo Toscanini, Vitorio 
Podrecca. Bidu Sayao, Rise Stevens, 
JOE BESSER MAY ENCORE = pilde Raggiani, Lilian Evanti, Es- 
Joe Besser, vaude comic, goes out telle and Leroy, Harris and Shore 
to the Coast next week on a pending ‘Brazil). 
film deal. ; 
He only recently returned to New 
York after working in ‘Hot Steel at 
Universal. ; 











ARRIVALS 


Raggiani, enroute to a Teatro Colon} 


York, beginning Fri- | 


weeks, the film being ‘Brother Or- | 
(WB). | 
Rosenbloom’s deal calls for $1,750 


Jack Cur- 


tax to His Majesty's government. 





STRIP SHOWS AT 


CARNIVALS 
SOCK PIX 


Philadelphia, June 4. 

Philly exhibs, reeling under the 
usual slump of biz that comes with 
warm weather, are taking extra wal- 
lops from the added competish from 
carnivals that are playing in vacant 
lots all over the city. 

At least 16 carnies have unfurled 
their tents and with the twin attrac- 
tions of gambling and _ stripperoos 
are attracting socko trade on all 
fronts. 

During the administration of the 
late Mayor S. Davis Wilson the lid 
was on the itinerant shows, but with 
the advent of the new regime the 
ban came off. Churchmen and club 
officials have protested against the 
carnies with no avail. A crusading 
magistrate imposed heavy fines on 
One gambling device operator but 
the games still operate. 

Theatre operators nave tried to get 
the city to clamp down, pointing out 
that they paid virtually all of the 
$1,000,000 in amusement taxes col- 
lected bv the city treasury last year. 
The only revenue the city gets from 
the carnies is a $100 license fee. 

In nearby Delaware County, 
Father James A. Farrell of a Darby 
church attacked the nakedness ex- 
hibited in the dancing girl tents. He 
threatened to call on the Governor 
to send in State police if the local 
authorities didn't act. 

In Philly Mayor Lamberton asked 





| Director of Public Safety James H. 


Malone to check on_reports of 
gambling and nudity at the- tent 
shows. After a cursory investigation 
Malone reported he found neither. 





L. A. to N. Y. 
Neil Agnew. 
Leda Bauer. 
Sidney Brecker. 
Joe Cawthorn. 
Charles Coburn. 
Morgan Conway. 
Gary Cooper. 
E. V. Durling. 
Sidnéy Fields, 
Melvin Frank. 
| George Fraser. 
| Robert M. Gillham. 
| Jesse Goldberg. 
Peter Haves. 
Paul Henning. 
Hugh Herbert. 
John Hertz, Jr. 





| 


| 
Mann Holiner. 


Joe Hubbell. 
Harold Hurley. 
Herbert Korholz. 
Harry Kosiner. 
Vick Knight. 

Alec Moss. 
Norman Panama. 
Frank Partos. 
Arthur L. Prachett. 
George Raft. 

C. M. Reagan. 
May Robson. 
Maxie Rosenbloom. 
Henry Sonnenshine. 
Marcel LaMaze. 
George McManus. 
William Sistrom. 
Arthur Treacher, 
Rudy Vallee. 
Queenie Vassar. 
Al Wilkie. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Eddie Bracken. 
Walter Brennan. 
Harry Cohen. 
B. G. De Sviva. 
Ken Dolan. 
Dave Epstein. 
John Erskine. 
Matty Fox. 
Betty Grable. 
Doris Kedne. 
Hal LeRoy. 
Connie Nickerson. 








J. F. Repeport, Betty Sinclair, 
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; 








mounting expenses and constantly 
dwindling receipts. 
Now, 1-am not so narrow-minded 
as to say that people should pass the 
jitterbugs, carnivals, saloons or 
automobiles all for the sake of a mo- 
vie and, believe me, they do not do 
so! 


ural in the movement (whether it 
be forward or backward) of the 
country. But I do say that the mo- 
tion picture industry has been 


sort or another which leaves it ab- 
solutely at the mercy of any other 


and at the absolute bottom of en- 
tertainment choices. 
More Kick for 50c 
As I have said, a point has been 


,Teached where, in any small town, 
/a $25 jitterbug promotion will leave 


the local theatre empty with its 
opposition is now not only tough 
competition but a calamity. Fifty 
buy a fellow and girl 
more kick in a beer parlor than they 
can get at a movie. I repeat, I have 
no fault to find with these other 
lines of opposition business. They 
must make a living, too. But why 
should the motion picture business 
have to take everything without a 
cackle—why should it accept the 
proposition that it is licked and 
nothing can be done about it? 

For all the reasons I have men- 
tioned above, I am going to take 
the liberty of telling you what I 
think is wrong and what must be 
corrected immediately to at least 
give the film business a chance to 
survive and compete with all these 
101 forms of entertainment that have 
come up in the last few years. I 
am forgetting all thoughts of restric- 
tive legis!ation such as Neely bills, 
ete., and if the point I have in mind 
was taken care of I believe these 
other troublesome matters concern- 
ing the industry would vanish in due 
course, 

My point is that if the film busi- 
ness expects to survive it must get 
some sex back on the screen! Harsh 
words, I know, and ones that will 
probably cafise everyone to’ start 
talking censorship. Nevertheless I 
sincerely believe it!:at unless the 
screen can once a%: n at least por- 
tray life as it is. it is doomed for a 
miserable collapse. 

Little Left 

Even in the old days the various 
censor boards kept clipping away, 
‘but even in their fondest dreams 
they could not imagine a situation 
where only fairy-tales would furnish 
| the screen fodder for the nation. The 
| Legion of Decency has brought about 
|such a situation and, on top of this, 
| censor boards in the various states 
| still clip again! So, what is left in the 


EX-RADIO ANNOUNCER 
NOW PRODUCER AT COL. 


Hollywood, June 4. 

Two new production units aug- 
|ment Columbia’s production § setup. 
Deals were closed with Ben Hecht 
and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., for ‘Be- 
fore I Die,’ and with Robert Sher- 
wood for the Charles Bonner novel, 
‘Legacy.’ Sherwood is a former radio 
announcer, not the playwright. 

Hecht draws four-way billing un- 
der the arrangement, being credited 


cents will 








wright and author of original yarn. 
Fairbanks stars and also gets listing 
as associate producer. Sherwood’s 
deal is for one picture. He is dicker- 
ing with Gregory Ratoff as director 
and Warner Baxter to topmount the 
cast. 


Beery Sued for 600G 


Pos Angeles, June 4. 

Wallace Beery is defendant in a 
$600,100 damage suit filed by Allan 
B. Whitney, who charges false arrest 
and malicious prosecution. Plaintiff 
asserts he was arrested while calling 
at the actor’s home and held in jail 
three days. 

He asks $200,000 general damages. 
$400,000 punitive damages and $100 
for expenditures made while defend- 
ing himself. 


LATE J. M. SAUNDERS SUED 


Seattle, June 4. 

Local Saving & Loan Assn. has 
filed suit against heirs of Seattle film 
writer John Monk Saunders and his 
divorced wife, Fay Wray, for $2,930 
on promissory note. 
is Occupied by mother of Saunders. 

Writer suicided some months ago 
jin Florida, 








I consider each of the above) 
items something which is but nat- |; 


forced through a blitzkrieg of some, 


form of entertainment whatsoever. 


million dollar picture. A carnival for 


,of screen-entertainment 


as producer, director, screen play- | 


Property now. 


| Need Some S.A. In Films 


Continued from page 1! 





‘pictures or what could be left under 
such conditions? 

Please understand me correctly, J 

do not advocate a screen turned over 
to ‘stag’ shows. Far from ii. But I 
do believe that something must be 
'done so that once again the screen 
can contain those little touches 
which our great directors can do so 
well without offending anyone the 
least bit broad-minded. On the spur 
_of the moment I recall the telephone 
pole scene with Astra in the first 
‘Thin Man,’ or the scene in ‘State 
Fair’ where the camera tilts to the 
ceiling while the boy and gir! aye 
in’ the room. 

The public is anxiously awaiting 
something to happen on the screen 
—something with a little spice. Just 
enough, mind you, to cause a chuckle 
here and there. Scenes such as I 
have in mind can be inserted in a_ 
manner which will give no offense 
and will pass by the kiddie mind 
without even being noticed. If . 
necessary, I propose that there be 
pictures for adults only on the first 
days of the week, reserving the 
weekly Saturday holiday for pictures 
for children, Our grown-up publie 
is absolutely sick of the dainty mor- 
sels being served them in the guise 
and they 
demand a change—or else! 

Recall if you will the ‘Turn On 
the Heat’ number from the scene of 


‘the early Fox musicals, or the first 


Warners peppy musicals, and com- 
pare them with the _ present-day 
junk (no fault of the studios) now 
being turned out. Why, it’s so bad 
if you want to show a chorus girl 
on the screen you must dress her 
up in crinoline and old lace or put 
her in a Dutch Boy costume. How 
in the devil is my theatre going to 
exist when in the beer-garden right 
across the street they can have a 
look at a strip-teaser by buying a 
couple of glasses of beer! 


Up te the Producers 


During the past few months I 
have been very happy to see my 
convictions being borne out to an 
extent at least. I believe I noticed 
that one of the major studios had 
instructed its writers, directors, eic., 
to strain every last regulation of the 
Legion of Decency. I took keen de- 
light in the article in the N. Y. Times 
Jast Sunday in which he laughingly 
told of the torrid nature of ‘Torrid 
Zone.” He seemed almost happy! 
Please Mr. Producer, give us a few 
pictures with just a little something 
in them and watch the crowds come 
flocking back! 

I know the conditions I have mene 
tioned apply to our situation and I 
believe they also apply to the big- 
gest in the country as well. Why 
does any ‘Follies Francais’ on the 
stage pack a theatre to the doors 
and next week they follow up with 
Cantor’s ‘Forty Mothers’ and die. I 
remember when Cantor used to 
chuck the girls under the chin 
(was it ‘Kid From Spain?’) and his 
pictures packed the theatres to the 
doors. Naturally, under the pres- 
ent conditions Eddie is licked as far 
as the screen is concerned. He must 
be allowed to get in those little harm- 
less actions and suggestions which 
he can do so cleverly. Oh, for an- 
other ‘Whoopee’ from him with the 
same girls, costumes, etc. They 
would come for miles to see it! 

I claim the motion picture indus- 
try must pull away at once from the 
dictatorship held over it by the vari- 
ous ‘reform’ groups. Is the motion 
picture even at its worst the one 
thing which is causing a lowering 
of the moral standards in this coun- 
try? I think not. Why these re- 
form groups should use their entire 
efforts on this industry alone is 
more than I can understand. Surely 
there are many more activities in 
the country from the largest city 
to the smallest beside which the 
movies, even in their spiciest days, 
were as pure as the new-fallen 
snow. 

Another angle: When the motion 
picture industry did bow to the 
wishes of the various crusaders and 
entered its fairy-tale era, did these 
organizations back up the results of 
their work. Decidedly no. Do they 
now say, ‘People, the movies are 
now made to order. They are 100% 
pure. I want every one of you 10 
attend the local theatre this week. 
No, their job is now finished and 
they simply let the theatre go !ts 
own sorrowful way with insipid, 
uninteresting pictures while the 
‘flocks’ find their amusement i 
some other place. 

In other words, 
the motion picture 
tinue to be the goat for 
the nation? 


how long must 
industry cen- 
the sips of 
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Rockefellers in ’39 Gave $285,580 For 
Drama-Film-Radio-Music Projects 





Rockefeller Foundation during 1939 
awarded a total of $285,880 to vari- 
ous institutions for work in connec- 
tion with show business subjects. 
Amounts were divided as follows: 
$97,500 for drama, $86,880 for films, 
$60,000 for music and $41,500 for 
radio, Figures are revealed in the 
Foundation’s annual review issued 
Jast week. Pointed out that the 
above amounts do not include all 
money spent on such subjects dur- 
ing the year, as numerous grants 
over previous years called for the 
funds to be spent over a period of 
several years. 

Of the 1939 grants, $17,500 went 
to Princeton for further study of the 
effect of radio on the lives of its 
listeners, making a total of $84,500 
advanced for this work. In addi- 
tion, Harvard was given $24,000 to 
help establish a lectureship in broad- 
casting, and Charles A. Siepmann, 
formerly of BBC, has been appointed 
to the post by the university. 

American Film Center was granted 
$60,000 for general expenses over a 
period of two years in connection 
with its work in promoting and de- 
veloping the production, distribution 
and use of pictures for educational 
and cultural purposes. The National 
Committee of the U. S. on Interna- 
tional Intellectual Cooperation was 
advanced $7,500 for the development 
of international exchange of educa- 
tional films, and the Naticrfal Film 


(Continued on page 19) 


LINDA WARE’S CUSTODY 
JAM IN HOME TOWN, DET. 


Detroit, June 4. 

A hometown visit finally entangled 
Linda Ware, 14-year-old Paramount 
Starlet, in legai ramifications. Her 
father met her at the airport here 
Saturday (June 1) with open arms 
and a court order which required 
her stay here until weighty court 
angles were settled. The order was 
a writ of habeas corpus issued by 
Circuit Judge Frank Day Smith and 
accompanied by an order preventing 
the youngster’s removal from the 
court’s jurisdiction. 

Later however, Miss Ware left for 
Hollywood, resulting in a contempt 
order returnable next Monday (10). 

Linda, who before her Hollywood 
success was known as Beverly Jane 
Stillwagon, flew into Detroit to be 
the songstress at the opening of 
Dairy Month. It was her first re- 
union with her father who, more 
than a year ago, petitioned to have 
her present Hollywood custodians 
removed and himself .named_ as 
guardian of her estate. 

His latest court fight will require 
her presence to answer the legal 
question which can be boiled down 
to, ‘Why was she imprisoned in 
Hollywood and not released to me?’ 

The kid songstress, who made her 
biggest bid for fame with Bing 
Crosby in ‘The Starmaker,’ is now 
under the custody of an uncle, Ar- 
thur Stillwagon, and his wife, Anna. 
They have been named as defend- 
ants in the father’s suit along with 
Jack Sherrill, of Paramount, and the 
Michigan Dairy Food Producers As- 
sociation, which brought her into 
town for a broadcast. 

A $50,000 slander suit by Still- 
wagon against Paramount still is 
pending. He claims that the studio's 
publicity department fostered a cam- 
paign intimating that he had aban- 
doned his daughter in an orphan’s 
home when it wasn’t the truth. 


Stokowski Picks Girl, 17, 
For Touring Youth Orch 


Pittsburgh, June 4. 
Betty Jane Atkinson, 17, former 
Violinist with Pittsburgh Symphony 
and one-time soloist with Stanley 
theatre band, was picked last week 
by Leopold Stokowski for his All- 
American youth orchestra, which 
— tour South America this sum- 
ner. 
She’s first femme fiddler in the 
Cccuntry to get named for group. 


% 

















Hangnails Will Tell 


Philadelphia, June 4. 

Federal Judge Guy K. Bard, 
Wednesday (29) took under ad- 
visement the plea of Sherman 
Billingsley that the local Stork 
Club be enjoined from using the 
name and that Harry Hahn, 
operator of the Philly spot, be 
obliged to pay $10,000 in dam- 
ages for allegedly ‘usurping’ the 
tag of Billingsley’s club in New 
York. 

David Kanner, counsel for 
Hahn, argued that the Philly 
club could not be confused with 
that in New York because the 
latter ‘catered exclusively to 
the upper strata of society.’ At 
this point Judge Bard broke in 
and asked: 

‘What is the upper strata and 
who determines that?’ 

Kanner replied that he didn’t 
know, but he thought it ex- 
cluded persons who ‘worked 
with their hands for a living.’ 


N. Corwin Stays CBS, 
Hollywood Deal Cold, 
Set to Write Legiter 


Norman Corwin, CBS - script 
writer, has commission for legit play 
for fall production from firm of 
Carly Wharton-Martin 
will be his first attempt at writing 
for the stage. 

After two months’ negotiations, 
Corwin last Friday (31) finally 
turned down a term offer from RKO. 
Studio had previously announced the 
deal was closed, but several techni- 
calities regarding options, cancel- 
lation privileges in case of war and 
other hitches finally ended the con- 
fabs. Writer will remain at CBS in- 
definitely. Only definite scripting as- 
signment so far is the Columbia 
Workshop program for June 16. 

Screen rights to Corwin’s radio 
drama, ‘They Fly Through the Air 
with the Greatest of Ease,’ are held 
by Warner Bros., which has asked 
for an extension of its option. Cor- 
win will okay the request. 


HELLINGER WANTS OUT 
ON OLD GOLD CONTRACT 


Hollywood, June 4. 

Mark Hellinger has asked Lennen 
& Mitchell for a release from his 
contract, which commits him to fur- 
nish short stories for adaptation on 
the Don Ameche-Old Gold program. 
Warners producer-writer charges his 
stories and characters are being dis- 
torted and may prove damaging ‘to 
the reputation I have built up over 
a period of many years with the 
| millions of newspaper readers.’ 
Tom McKnight. adaptor of 

















be relieved of his commitment. 


Gordon-Goetz Had Play 
For Late Connolly Set 


| With the death of Walter Connolly 2 Pata 


|last week, Max Gordon and Harry} 


Gabel. It | and guaranteed not to fade, tarnish | be interested. 
ior rip. 





NOT CHUMPED SO 





Ted Collins Rules Out Heavy Drama 
On Kate Smith Show for Duration 








EAGILY ANY MORE “ate o* 


Film Stars Now Sink Their 








Coin in Tangibles Built Hollywood, June 4. 
. = : Bicycling is too slow for 
on Solid Ground Their George Chandler, who uses a 
Ranchos Set Many a Table plane to commute from picture 
to picture. 
Actor is shuttling by air be- 
ANNUITY-MINDED tween Columbia’s ‘Arizona,’ near 


Tucson, and ‘The Return of 
Frank James’ at 20th-Fox. Un- 
der contract to Columbia, Chand- 
ler is needed in the ‘Frank 
James’ picture because he played 
the same character in ‘Jesse.’ 


Gets Started; 
‘New Faces’ Delayed 
By Money Troubies 


‘Wha-Hoo,’ nee ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats,’ which will bring Al Jolson 
back to Broadway, is in rehearsal, 
but there is some doubt about the 

Joe Cook-Patsy Kelly musical, ten- 
markets and any number of other 


tangibles. They’re up and down the tatively called ‘New Faces of 1940,’ 
boulevards, out in the sticks, at the | getting started. Latter show, proj- 
beaches, alnfost everywhere. ected by Leonard Sillman, is said to 
The imprint of cinema salaries is| jee bankroll trouble, reputedly 
onthe Kd of sf hate canal Gleam he, wade condition 
: Adige . ; | of the stock market. oung show- 
stmniré, S53 mate Out OF brick and | man conferred with J.J. Shubert last 
concrete, fireproof, earthquake-proof | week and it is possible the latter will 





Hollywood, June 4. 

Time was when a picture star fig- 
ured he was on top upon being in- 
vited down to the forecourt of Grau- 
man’s Chinese theatre, and while a| 
flock of bug-eyed visiting yokels! ¢ ’ 
stood about, planted his tootsies in a Wha-Hoo 
square of sloppy concrete. 

Today he isn’t satisfied with this. 
There are too many reminders 
among those indentations of fame 
and fortune which flashed and went 
into abrupt blackout. Today’s head- 
liner doesn’t go in for that kind of 
symbols, His brand is the dollar 
sign but it isn’t slugged on bills for 
cases of champagne. It’s slapped on 
hunks of reinforced concrete, on’ 
ranch gates, on gas stations, super- 
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Margie Hart, burlesque stripper at} 
the Gaiety, N. Y., filed suit Monday | 
(3) in N. Y. supreme court against 
Paul Walton and Michael O’Rourke 
seeking $25,000 damages and an in- 
junction for the alleged burlesque- 
| ing of her act, and holding her up| 





And it’s gilt-edge stuff, as) 
managers opereting in these domains | Sillman, but the balance of the cast 
(Continued on page 46) | opening of ‘Faces’ by May 15, or 14 
ILL IN NVA HOSP WARD ceived her pay from Equity. Money 
witha | some time, but coin for the balance 
hospital, New York, in a critical | Jolson show, which will open in 
separated for more than & year. the first musical on Broadway in 
He’s currently appearing at Billy | 
Pat Rooney, 3d, their son, formerly | BURLESQUE TAKEOFF 
act. Recently, junior has been work- | 
When at the top, the Rooneys were 
PLAYFUL JESSELS 








the | 
Hellinger yarns, has also asked to 


to ridicule, gibes and adverse criti- 


cism. 





’ i he onl 
sound as a covey of shrewd business- | Cook and Miss Kelly are the only 
can muster up for their clients. It’s | has been lined up. Contracts with 

days thereafter. Salary is payable 
guaranteeing salaries for that pair 
Marion Bent, (Mrs. Pat Rooney), of the cast has not been forthcoming 
condition. She and Rooney, wee} Detroit early next month and then 
The Rooneys’ fortunes took ay the fall or late summer. 
Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe in Times 
Square for small coin in comparison | STRIPPER OBJECTS T0 
appeared with them, then Miss Bent | 
ing solo and with Herman Timberg, 
known for their hospitality. It was 
|Backyard Ketch-the-Ball Ascribed 


Because of the quickly-shifting 
public state of mind reflecting the 
war news from Europe, Ted Collins 
will not book any more heavy stuff 
for the dramatic portion of the Kate 
Smith program. Producer-manager- 
m.c. has also stopped booking any 
guests more than three or four days 
in advance, instead of three and four 
weeks ahead, as formerly. Intends 
doing scripts with an Americanism 
slant in the dramatic spot. 

There are several war news pro- 
grams on the networks a short time 
before the Kate Smith show goes on, 
and Elmer Davis follows with a five- 
minute news summary over CBS im- 
mediately after. According to Col- 
lins, people who hear the war news 
these days aren’t in the mood to 
relish heavy drama. He cites the 
case of ‘Men in White,’ which the 
Group Theatre did on a recent Kate 
Smith show. He believes it was just 
as well handled as when the same 
outfit did it previously on the series. 
But the response was less favorable 
simply because the tone of the piece 
was too grim. 

By waiting until the last possible 
minute to build each Friday night 
program, Collins will take into con- 
sideration the way the-tide of battle 
is running and he hopes to be able 
to gauge the state of public morale 
accordingly. However, his set policy 
so far as possible will be to obtain 
scripts expressing the American 
point of view, with American locale 
and flavor. 

First show under the new policy 
was last Friday's (31), when Walter 
Huston guested in a sketch about 
Davy Crockett. This week’s drae 
matic bit will bring Gladys George 
in ‘Love Song,’ an original romantic 
bit by Jean Halloway. 


WB’s Leslie Carter Pic 


Hollywood, June 4. 
Mrs. Leslie Carter’s life story, 
titled ‘The Lady With Red Hair,’ 
goes to bat June 10 at Warners. 
Studio is still hunting a name to 
play the title role. Screen play is 
by Charles Kenyon. 





























| players definitely contracted by 
the kind of stuff that any business the two cast-toppers call for the 
| to both starting last Wednesday (29) 
MARION BENT SERIOUSLY and Miss Kelly is said to have re- 
has been on deposit with Equity for 
is in the NVA ward of the French | as required. 
more than 35 years, have been goes to Chicago, will probably be 
turn with the decline of vaudeville. | 
with the act’s earnings in its heyday. | 
retired and it was a father-and-son | 
Jr 
always open house at the Rooneys. 
Cause of Light Paralysis 


Miss Hart claims that her act con- 
| sists of ‘Among other things of ar-| 
tistically removing certain portions | 
of her outer clothing while dancing | 
to the accompaniment of an orches- | 
tra’. The defendants own a puppet | 
show and have a doll called ‘Margie | 
Smart’ who does a burlesque of the | 
complainant, according to the com- | 
plaint. 


| Hollywood, June 4. 

| A baseball ‘playfully tossed’ by his 
16-year-old wife has landed George 
Jessel in bed for two to three weeks 
and forcrs| him to postpone a sched- 
' uled engagement at the Orpheum, 
,Los Angeles, next week. The 42- 
year-old comic is said to be suffering 
lysis of one side of his face. 

Jessel’s plight was blamed by his | 








Goetz disclosed that they had the Physician on ‘working too hard and 
film character actor pacted to do a 80ing at a terrific rate, while the 
play for them on Broadway next Comedian attempted to minimize it. 


fall. 


John Irvine. Cs : ‘ 
it had been done in Ireland. jhe said. ‘I burst a blood vessel in 


Gordon and Goetz, while on the my temple, which caused a tempo- 
, Coast, for which they will -depart | rary paralysis of a nerve. I'll come 
|from New York at the end of June, back as good as ever. 
| will seek another player for the role.| Tllness of Jessel was revealed by 
G. and G. will also work on pro-/his attorney, Burnett Wolfson, in re- 
duction plans for two films slated questing continuance yesterday 
this year for RKO. Whether one of (Monday) of a $3,600 damage suit 
them will be ‘American Way’ may brought by an agency in Los An- 
depend on the success of Goetz in’ geles Superior Court. Jessel had re- 
obtaining financing from men will- 
ing to chance losing part of their 
coin because of the patriotic theme 
of the story. 





bride, Lois Andrews. They are oc- 








Dempsey and Estelle Taylor. 


It was ‘Boyd’s Shop’ by St.| ‘I was just playing ball with Lois in| 
New to this country, | the backyard and ran to catch a fly,” | 


Benchley’s Par Shorts 


(6) To Be Made in N. A 


Robert Benchley, now on the! 
Coast, plans making his series of six 





‘shorts for Par release at the Eastern 


cently come to the Coast to join his | 


Service studio, Astoria, L. I. Staff! 
there will be headed by Leslie 
Roush, director, and Justin Herman, | 
adaptor. . 

When Benchley made shorts for 
Metro, he made three in the east and | 
three west yearly. He is due east, 
shortly to lay further production | 


cupying the former home of Jack|plans for the briefies Par will dis- ' 


tribute on its 1940-41 program. 
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Long- (Memorial) 


Weekend Bullish 


For Pop Priced Amus., Notably Sports 





The great American public—its 
rank and file, or what is commonly 
denominated as the masses—poured 
what almost assumes the proportions 
ef the national debt into various 
amusements in N. Y. on the Me- 
morial Day holiday (30), a four-day 
weekend for many. 

What may be significant is that 
sports were very heavily patronized, 
along with such entertainment as 
pictures, while costlier fun, via legit 
theatres, night clubs and hotels, was 
under normal. In New York, in 
fact, the niteries and legits were off 
much more than had been antici- 
pated. 

A conclusion that may be drawn, 
particularly at this time. is that the 
entertainment styled for the masses 
and within the means of the average 
pocketbook, is having a genuine 
spurt. Moreover, all indications 
point to spreading the dollar around 
in more directions. Not only one 
form of sport but many, plus films 
and, at present, the N. Y. World’s 
Fair, all are receiving their share of 
a public tendency to be entertained 
in one form or another as long as 
it isn't too expensive. 

Memorial Day weekend business 
may also suggest that people are be- 
ing quick about tiring of the war and 
radios which cast gloom over the 
fireside and the whole family. News- 
papers, topheavy with accounts of 
the war, are likely starting to get 
tiresome and the public, weighed 
with a feeling of unrest or futility, 
is possibly finding some respite in 
sports, theatres or other forms of 
amusements. Especially if it doesn't 
cost too much. ‘ 

A leading theatre operator in the 
film field points out that when local 
conditions improve, the large pict- 
ure theatres or so-called bigger runs 
pick up while the smaller subsequent 
run houses at low admissions take 
a drop. Conversely, when conditions 
get bad because of local layoffs, 
drought or when more people are 
forced on relief, the cheaper theatres 
begin to get the bulk of the avail- 


able trade, the larger and costlier | 


runs dipping. 
Standees at Only 2 Legits 
On Memorial Day 
New York legits had standees, ‘Life 
With Father’ and the newly-launched | 
“Louisiana Purchase,’ although there | 
are many other hit shows current in 
the town. Disappointment of the 
niteries may have been occasioned 


not altogether because the masses | Plenty 


find them too steep but because the 
spending mob scrammed on a four- 
day weekend vacation. 


(30) only two, 





Time Slows Down 





Hollywood, June 4. 
One of the toughest treks 
since 1849 is being carried on 
this week by 20th-Fox, moving 
154 covered wagons from the 
location at Lone Pine to the 
back lot in Westwood. Vehicles 
have been in the mountains for 
the picture, ‘Brigham Young.’ 
The old wagons, towed by 40 
motor trucks, must obey a speed 
limit of 10 miles an hour on the 
210-mile trip. Anything faster 
than that might cause them to | 
throw their ancient wheels. 
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REP. RECLAIMS: 


EXCHANGES 


Trend of Republic toward control 
of its own exchanges is further evi- | 
denced by a deal, just closed, under | 
which the company takes over the | 
New York and Philadelphia fran- | 
chises held by Herman Gluckman, ' 
veteran indie exchange operator. , 





N. Y. and Philadelphia. Under the 
terms of the contract swinging the 
control of the two exchanges to Rep, 
Gluckman will function for Rep in 
supervision of the branches. 





'man branches, Rep now has a total 
lof nine of its own exchanges, the 


| others being Detroit, Buffalo, Boston, 


| Albany, Los Angeles, San Francisco | 
and New Haven. 





Rep’s June Washup 
Hollywood, June 4. 


With only three more pictures to | 
is figuring on) 


be made, Republic 
washing up its 1939-40 production 
schedule before the end of June. 
The complete slate calls for 52 fea- 
| tures. and four serials. 


Four features to be shot are ‘The 
Ranger and the Lady,’ ‘Sing, Dance, 
Hot’ and ‘Everybody's 
| ener: 

new season is ‘Oklahoma Outlaws,’ 


;at Warner 


| Andrews is in ‘Sailor’s Lady,’ 





; cameraman; 


lon ‘Long Voyage Home,’ while Julie 


With the acquisition of the Gluck- | 


CHAMP TALENT LENDER 


Geldwyn New Has 15 of His People 
On Other Chores 


Champion Jender-outer in Holly- 
wood history at the moment is Sam- 
‘uel Goldwyn. 
people, 
but a skeleton publicity and account- 


jog staff, since completion of his last 


picture, ‘The Westerner,’ a couple 


months ago. 


All his contract players but two 
|have been hired off the lot. They 


| include Gary Cooper, who has made 
| ‘Northwest Mounted’ 
| DeMille at Paramount and is work- 


for Cecil B. 


‘John Doe’ for Frank Capra 
Bros.; Walter Brennan, 
appearing in ‘Maryland’ at 


ing in 


who's 


20th-Fox and ‘Doe’ at Warners; Jon 


Hall, who is in ‘Sailor’s Lady’ at Fox, 


|‘Pago Pago’ for Edward Small and 


Kit Carson’ for Small. 
In addition half of the contracts 


of Dana Andrews and Virginia Gil- 
;more have been purchased by 20th. 


while 
Miss Gilmore will appear in ‘Rain or 
Shine.’ Andrea Leeds is also work- 
ing at Fox, as was Zorina, who re- 


jcently completed ‘I Was An Adven- 


ITS N.Y.-PHILLY 


‘Niven, who is in the British Army, 
/and Doris Davenport, who made her 


turess’ and is now in the Broadway 
musical, ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 
Other contract players are David 


initial appearance in ‘Westerner’ and 
| is the only player except Niven not 
| loaned out. 

Goldwyn’s three contract directors 
are also working for other pro- 
ducers. 
Bette Davis in ‘The Letter’ at War- 
ner Bros.; Sam Wood has just fin- 
ished ‘Our Town’ for Sol Lesser and 
is working on ‘Rangers of Fortune’ 
_at Paramount, while Archie Mayo 
. has completed ‘Four Sons’ for Fox 


Gluckman had a five-year franchise | and is currently battling with Gold- 
on the Republic product covering | 


wyn over future assignments abroad. 

Gregg Toland, Goldwyn’s chief 
Jim Baseve, art direc- 
tor, and Nina Roberts, wardrobe 
mistress, are working for John Ford 


Heron, set decorator, is employed on 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ by Wanger. 


‘Bob Coburn, still photog, just com- 


pleted work on ‘Our Town’ and is 
now occupied at Columbia with 
‘Howards of Virginia.’ 


REPUBLIC APPEALING 
‘LONE RANGER’ RULING 


Republic Pictures Corp. filed an 
‘appeal Saturday (1) from decision 








_of Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe on 
| May 2 granting the Lone Ranger, 


Inc. a temporary injunction against 
making more ‘Lone Ranger’ serials, 


First production for the | @nd ordered Republic to remove any 


| advertising which might tend to con- 
| fuse the public into believing Re- 


He has loaned out 15 | 
including virtually everyone | 


William Wyler is handling | 


On the other hand, a total of 41.- 
859 persons jammed Belmont Park | 
for the races on the holiday, betting 
$1,436,729. This would mean 
average per race fan of around $35 
and would tend to refute and theory 
this is a poor man’s amusement. 
However, the great bulk of bangtail- 
followers represent the masses, and 
the vast majority of bets are the 
minimum $2. On Saturday (1), while 
attendance was less, 21,922, betting 
hit a further new high of $1,175,126, | 
an average per person of over $50. 

This attendance and betting at Bel- 
mont set an all-time record in both 
respects for New York state. 

Yankees-Red Sox double-header at 
Yankee Stadium on Memorial Day 


drew 82.437, capacity, while the 
Dodgers-Giants battle brought an 
additional 34,548, natives, with a re- 


ported total of 20.000 turned away. 
Saturday’s ballgame didn’t draw so 
stoutly but on Sunday turnout was 
heavy. Doubleheader of Cubs- 
Dodgers at Chicago Sunday drew 
34,204, a record for Chicago this sea- 
son, Yanks-Browns at N. *Y. got 
40,021 persons on Sunday. 
N. Y. Fair Big 
Still additional New Yorkers, plus 
what out-of-towners came in for the 
holiday, swarmed the Fair, 


Saturday (1), 378.769 turned out on 
Sunday (2), a record for this year 
and beaten only twice during 1939, 
expo’s first year. The balance were 
jn the picture houses. Music Hall, 
with ‘Favorite Wife’ had its biggest 
opening day (Thurs.) attendance in 
three years. 

Bob Hope in person at the State, 
with ‘Broadway Melody of 1940,’ was 
virtual capacity and it was one of 


“the four largest Thursdays the the- 


atre has ever had in attendance. 


Other film theatres were also strong, | 


including holdovers such zs ‘Lillian 
Russell’ at the Roxy: 
(Continued on page 19)- 


Aaa SSS RIMES 





with no | 
Jess than 317.858 clocked there on the | 
day. While Fair clocked 156,283 on. 


‘Torrid Zone’ 


public’s “The Lone Texas Ranger’ 
| was the same, or based on “The Lone 





|; which rolls June 10. 
wo 


| OUTDOOR AMUSEMEN Action seeks $10,000 damages and 
ADDING FILMS, VAUDE: Tae can savant GHEE Wo te Gee 


tiff. Breach of contract is claimed 
in the action and a permanent in- 


junction is asked. 





Philadelphia, June 4. 
For the first time in recent his- | 
| tory, outdoor amusement parks are | 
| turning to films to help hypo biz this ! 





‘Stanwyck, Cooper Top 


season, Other parks have added - F 

; vaudeville to their usual run of | J hn De Cast 
;rides, games, dances and other | Capra S 0 € 
amusements. 





Hollywood, June 4. 
Barbara Stanwyck gets the femme 
lead opposite Gary Cooper in ‘The | 
Life of John Doe, which Frank 
Capra and Robert Riskin are making | 
for Warners. 


| In addition, the Wilson Line cruise , 
boat on the Delaware River has en- 
|tered its second year of a vaudfilm 
| policy. 

| The parks skedding pix are the 
|Central and Dorney. both near AIl- 
lentown, and the Rolling Green, 
near Sunbury. 

Among the parks which are show- 

ing vaude, most on weekends only. 
are the following: Wiilow Grove and 


Capra more time for casting. 





Laemmle Estate Suit 


Woodside, both near Philly; Leb- | Los Angeles, June 4. 

zenter Grove and Rocky Springs, Suit by the Carl Laemmle estate, 
Lancaster; Hershey Park, Hershey. filed in Superior court, asks the re- 
Pa.; Forest Park, Chalfont, and turn of $50,000, assertedly overpaid | 
‘Clementon Park, Clementon, N. J. in. the 1936 state income tax returns. 


Executors declare Laemmle had 
no taxable income in that year. 


The latter spot specializes in thrill) 


acts, 
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Original starting date, June 15, has | 
been pushed back to July 8 to give | 





Pickets Picketed 





Hollywood, June 4. 


New Admiral theatre on Holly- 
wood boulevard opened with 
two sets of pickets trying to 
oul-picket each other, and a 
squad of police standing by 10 
prevent physical contact. 

Motion Picture Projectionists, 
Local 150, IATSE, sent pickets 
with ‘unfair’ signs because the 
house employed projectionists 
from the CIO, Local 1418. In 
a counter-drive, the CIO pick- 
ets bore ‘fair’ signs, while the 
customers had a tough time get- 
ting into the theaire. 


NO CURB ON N.Y. 
THEATRICAL 
LONE 


In considering the drastic changes 
proposed by the City Planning Com- 
mission of New York for restriction 
of signs and the like, there is a good 
chance, it is stated, that a special 
zone will be created for the Times 
Square area that will not be subject 
to the restrictions applying to the 
rest of the city. 

H. Frederick Bright. managing di- 
rector of the Broadway Ass'n, which 
has the interests of the theatres in 
mind, although at the same time not 
losing sight of the desires to keep 
the Great White Way within the 
bounds of dignity, states that a 
boundary for a so-called theatrical 
zone would have to be created. Leg- 
islation to cover this would have to 
| be passed. 

Area suggested for exemption to 
| cover the entire theatrical district is 
from 40th to 59th streets and east- 
west from Sixth to Eighth avenues. 
Rex Tugwell, former brain-truster in 
the Roosevelt administration, who 
has been active in making changes 
in the original 1916 code covering 














buildings, signs, etc.. is quoted .as 
favoring an exempted Times Sq. 
zone. However, all restrictions 


which are part of the city ordinance 
such as nine-foot marquees, super- 
structure on theatres, etc., would 
still stand. 

One of the restrictions of the City 
Planning Commission concerns signs 
on buildings that do not advertise 
the business quartered in the build- 
ing. Such signs in the Times Sq. 
district would also be exempt under 
the plan or, as pointed out, the Great 
White Way would become the Great 
Dark Way. 

A public hearing on the new code 
will be held by the Board of Esti- 
; mate on June 20. Meetings of the 
Broadway Ass'n and various groups, 
including the opposition to exemp- 
tion for Times Sgq., will be held 
| meantime. 


| Lela Rogers’ Play 


Atlantic City, June 4. 

Mrs. Lela E. Rogers, Ginger's 
mother, still declines to sev whether 
ishe is engaged to 








J. Edger Hoover, 


No. 1 G-man. When asked at Ritz- | 
iCarlion Thursday (30), she changed 
|subject to a play she is redrafting 


| for Broadway. 
Said she and 


J. A. Field of New! 
York were overhauling ‘The Funny- 
|}man,” a serio-comic opus she wrote 
|for starlets last year when she was | 


dramatic coach on RKO Jot 
she had been advised it wus 
'ural’ for Broadway. 


‘e nat- 


—— SL" 


Bracken West for Pic 

Eddie Bracken left Monday (3) to 
go into ‘Too Many Girls, 
George Abbott is producing-directing 
for RKO. Principal comedy Jead in 
the Broadway cast, Bracken will do 
the musical for RKO on a loanout 
from his home lot. Paramount. 
LeRoy, featured dancer in the legit 
version, will also be in the picture. 

Mrs. Bracken ‘Connie Nickerson), 
legit actress, alsc went to the Coast 
and will return with Bracken in the! 





} fall for & possible struighi play. 


{ 
. because | 


which | 


ae 


Foreign Uncertainty May Cause 
D. 0. Selznick to Join Major Studio 





Reports that David O. Selznick js 
arranging to desert the indie fielg 
and join up with one_of the majors 
as a producer or aS a production exec 
have been gaining credence during 
the past few weeks in informed 
quarters in New York. Rumors of 
such a move, prevalent for meny 
months, have been consistently ce- 
nied by Selznick and United Artists, 
which distributes his product. 


Producer’s recent protracted stay 
in New York, during which he wes 
constantly occupied with confabs, the 
nature of which he refused to reveui, 
has lent strength to the reports, 
He left yesterday (Tuesday) for the 
Coast but will be back within « fort- 
night and is expected to spend the 
summer in the east. 


Back of Selznick's desire to ease 
himself out of indie ranks is under- 
stood to be the current foreign situ- 
ation. He is said to be seriously con- 
sidering the solidity of a dex! which 
would relieve him of the uncertainty 
of present markets. It would elim- 
inate concern over any future pic- 
tures at tremendous budgets. 11 is 
understood that his backers right 
now favor taking no big chances at 
| the moment, 


This move toward joining a major 
may further account for Selznick’s 
reticence about indicating future 
production plans. He has declared 
repeatedly that ‘Joan of Arc’ is be- 
ing considered for his next, but won't 
say definitely that he will make it 
or anything else. UA’s annual an- 
nouncement has him listed merely 
for two untitled. films. Defection 
from indie production may also ac- 
count for closing down of his story 
department. Katharine Brown, who 
has long been in charge of this 
property-digging adjunct, was re- 
cently handed a three-months vaca- 
tion. 

Selznick, during his New York so- 
journ, was supposed to be working 
out a corporate and financial reor- 
ganization of Selznick-International. 
' This motive for his stay here, how- 
ever, was entirely trade talk, never 
confirmed by the producer, or any of 
his aides or associates. 

Time and again, in the past, Selz- 
nick was reported returning to 
Metro, where he had been executive 
producer but this was denied. 


EMPIRE TRUST STILL 
UNDECIDED ON BIO 


Future of Biograph studio in New 
York is still in doubt, with the Empire 
Trust Co., which owns ii, set to 
make a decision before the end of 
this week. Biograph was virtually 
set to be put to use for eastern pro- 
duction a couple of months ago, but 
the bank directors decided they 
didn’t want to get into the film biz. 
There have been several further of- 
fers from producers for use of the 
studios in the past several weeks, 
but Empire has paid them scani et- 
tention. 

Alternatives for future of the 
studio are all costly, which is hold- 
|ing up decision. Building cannot be 
'put to industrial use as it is not in 
lan industrial zone, and tearing it 
| down is an expensive process, while 
jallowing it to stand means 1t«xes 
— be paid. 


Davis vice Sheridan As 














| Warner’s ‘Calamity Jane’ 





Hollywood. June 4. 


Bette Davis is assigned to the 
role in ‘Calamity Jane,’ originelly 
slated for Ann Sheridan. Wurners 
put Jerry Wald and Richard Macau- 
| Jay on the rewrite job to take cure 
| of the switch in stars. 
| ‘City fér Conquest’ rolled ai WB 
|! with James Cagney and Ann She1i- 
dan in the top roles. Anato] Litvek 
directs. 


4e . 
Star 





Metro’s Wynn Murray 


Wynn Murray, radio 
Fred Allen’s show and 


singer on 
now 371 


|‘American Jubilee’ at the N. Y. Fei! 
Hal | 


came through her screentest «1 
Metro with full approbai:on by the 
eastern talent boys. Took off ebout 
39 pounds for it. 

Miss Murray, however, won't be 





available for pictures until next Je). 


| because of her Jubilee coniract. 
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CAUTIOUS, SLOWER SELLING 


Drop of 40c to 30c as Tax Ceiling, 
Before 10% U.S. Tap Starts, Portends 
Blow at Bulk of Film Boxoffices 





— 


“PATRIOTIC BALLYHOO 


There is scarcely to be found in the United States during 
these troublous times an adult American who has not said to 
himself, in the quiet sanctuary of his own thoughts: ‘What canq 


J do’ 





The urge and the will to strike a blow in the cause of per- 
sonal liberty and freedom of the spirit are congealing into group 
desires. Although the course ahead is uncharted, except in 
general terms of preparedness in a military sense, desire for 
action is dominant. Thousands of men and women in show 
business, a profession which demands alertness and individual 
achievement, ask themselves daily, although not necessarily 
audibly: ‘What can we do?” 


In the all important program which entails the building of 
mobile armament on land, sea and in the air, there is little in- 
deed which the showman can do on his own initiative. That 
js a task for national organization to undertake, a job so vast 
and so complex that its planning and execution is left to govern- 
ment, 


But showmen are impatient people. They think in terms of 
the present. Theatre operators, film distributors and producers, 
wish to know what they can do now. 





Since last September the talk in the trade has been the prob- 
lem of reorganization of the film structure to conform to the 
violence which has destroyed the European market for Amer- 
fcan films. A discussion which first dealt with theories evolved 
into a practical problem with each progressive invasion of for- 
eign countries. Under the impact of incendiary bombs, popula- 
tions of great and small continental cities are forced to evacuate 
and flee from the war monster. 


Millions of men, women and children who for years have sup- 
orted the American film industry by attending exhibitions of 
lollywood pictures have been driven from their homes. The 

able-bodied are soldiers; the older men, the mothers and youth 
of these unhappy lands are refugees on the march, seeking some 
safety in noncombatant areas. 


Latest reports declare that there are more -than 5,000,000 
civilian refugees fleeing southward across France, in pitiful dis- 
tress for want of the bare necessities of food. clothing and shel- 
ter. In a country that is fighting for its life and future, when 
every resource rightfully is being drained to aid the fighting 
forces, the job of caring for the refugees is beyond the capacities 
of a nation at war. 


Enters, as always, the American Red Cross. 


Organized for the task of giving immediate relief, without 
thought of race or creed, the Red Cross has appealed for Amer- 
ican support, for money, for medical supplies, for food, clothing 
and provisions of every kind. 


Great is its charity, magnificent its organization, most com- 
mendable of its qualities is that the American Red Cross offers 
opportunity, immediate and forthwith, for active expression of 
the prevailing desire to help where help is most needed in the 
European situation. 


No call to the colors of mercy is necessary to regiment the 
American film industry to the aid of the American Red Cross, 
There are something like 17,000 film theatres operating in the 
United States, not one of which is further than a throw from 
the outfield from a local, authorized chapter of the organization. 
In all, there are 34,000 Red Cross locals under the three general | 
divisions which are directed from Washington, St. Louis and 
San Francisco. 


No showman neea await the development of a national plan 
of action. His poster display boards are hungry for Red Cross) 
appeal messages., His screen reflects something more tangible 
than light and shadow when he shows Red Cross films, avail- 
able for immediate booking. His lobby is an ideal spot for cash 
collections, ' 





Telephone; write or wire your nearest Red Cross chapter your 
offer to cooperate. You will get the satisfying answer to the 
question: ‘What Can I Do?’ 


~—___. 





Anyway, Marg Sullavan, 
Not a Refugee, Gets Role 


Afier a two-month search—for Hollywood, June 4. 
Publicity reasons or otherwise—for | Walt Disney completed his mov- 
refugee actress to play the lead in; ing job into the new Burbank”plant 
‘Flotsam,’ David Loew and Albert! with the exception of a few workers | 
Lewin on Saturday (1) named Mar- ‘mopping up at the old Hyperion 
garet Sullavan for the part. |blvd. studio. They will be trans- 

Refugee gag resulted from the ferred within the next week. | 
fact the principal character in the | As a result of the merger of all, 
story is a refugee and Loew-Lewin departments, formerly scattered 


Disney in New Plant 








wanted someone ‘who had lived the over four plants, about 35 secre-| 
part’ for their first for United Art-/taries and stenographers have ." | 


ists release, dropped from the Disney payroll 





DISTRIBS IN NO 
RUSH ON DEALS 


General Uncertainties Stall 
1940-41 Product Contracts 
—Distribs Don’t Want to 
Oversell, Yet Also Would 
Weigh Each Local Market 
for Full Value 








C’EST LA GUERRE ! 





Contract-taking is under way on 
the 1940-41 product but much greater 


cautiousness in selling, together with 
a tendency to roll slower in the 
negotiation of deals, characterizes 
the present trend in the distribution 
branch in the face of the problems 
besetting it this year. Uncertainty as 
to the future, the tremendous losses 
abroad which must be made up in 
this country, and the fact that it is 
imperative to make no deals that are 
a sacrifice to the pictures of each 
distributor, are all factors which 
change the situation. 


While last year, in marketing the 
1939-40 product, ail companies 
stepped out to sell early, some actu- 
ally closing a lot of deals before the 
snow was off the ground, this year 
they are moving along with greater 
deliberation, feeling their way with 
the utmost care. In addition to other 
angles, it is believed there is a good 
possibility that the number of pic- 
tures already announced by majors 
may be reduced. Or, at least, that 
minimums provided for will not be 
topped. Various distribs sell a mini- 
mum as well as a maximum, being 
obligated under contracts to deliver 
no more than the lowest number in- 
dicated. 


Although other companies are 
already selling, some in advance of 
conventions which officially an- 
nounce product, Metro has not yet 
started taking contracts and 20th- 
Fox is only scratching the surface 
so far. 20th was the first company to 
hold a convention this year, having 
it early in April. However, while ne- 
gotiations have been started and cer- 
tain accounts are committed to 20th 
for 1940-41, selling is being consider- 
ably retarded. This company, same 
as others, may cut. 

Metro held four regional 
meetings in May and outlined a very 
complete ’40-41 output at terms that 
would be the same as for this year 
(39-40). However, the company may 
not stick to these terms which were 
four at 40%, 10 at 35%, 10 at 30% 
and 12 at 25%. Since the conventions 
were held, the home office has in- 
structed its field forces to refrain 


from negotiating deals until a com- | 
° | 

plete analysis has been made of each | 
| 


territory. 

The accounts in each branch zone 
are to be analyzed as to local condi- 
tions, prospects for the coming sea- 
son, etc., with a view to obtaining a 
reliable guide as to how the com- 
pany shall proceed on the 1940-41 
product. 


Metro’s Appraisal 
Of Each Situation 


Metro’s policy in this direction has 


a two-way purpose. According to 
William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager, the self-same terms and 


bracketing as laid down this year, | 


are proposed for °40-41, if it is 
found the pictures should be getting 
more, -based on findings, then that 


will govern’ contract-taking. If, 
however, everything points to the, 


fact that the present tentative terms 


are too high in the face of local con- | 
ditions, a survey of what accounts | at a New York studio yet to be de- | 
did this season, etc., then the policy | 
| will be to adjust the terms. 


The policy is epitomized by a de- 


sire to get the full value out of the, 


product but not to oversell the ex- 








sales | 


v 





Hollywood Tourist 





Walter Brennan arrived in 
New York Sunday (2) for a 48- 
hour visit, his first in 20 years, 
and spent his first day appropri- 
ately enough after such a lengthy 
absence. 

Film player went on a three- 
hour rubberneck bus trip around 
Manhattan. 


BUYING STRIKE 
TALK T0 CUT 
RENTALS 


Minneapolis, June 4. 

Seventy-two of territory’s inde- 
pendent exhibitors, representing 
more than 100 theatres, are meeting 
here to decide if to support North- 
west Allied buyers’ organization in a 
move to reduce film rentals 25- 
331-3%. It’s reduction which, they 
claim, is essential to their continued 
existence in view of boxoffice condi- 
tions. 

Resolution was adopted expressing 
‘absolute opposition’ to percentage 
pictures, and declaring that, under 
no circumstances, will percentage 
deals ‘on basis demanded by various 
distributors be considered.’ North- 
west Allied directors are instructed 
to advise all independent exhibitors 
in territory of action. 

Exhibitors also decided they’ll con- 
tinue to support Allied and to do all 
within their power to build strongest 
independents’ body this territory, 
ever had, with the enlistment of 
every theatre owner the goal. Board 
of directors will meet next week to 
decide on executive secretary to run 
Northwest Allied during absence’ of 











Estimates of official Washington 
that lowering the exemption on 
amusement taxes from 40c to 30c, 
which would strike almost entirely 
at picture theatres, are regarded in 
informed film circles as being placed 
tremendously high at $25,000,000. 
This amount yearly would have to 
be realized from admissions that now 
range from 30 to 40c, there being no 


Ptax at present except where the scale 


exceeds 40c. 

Lowering of the tax ceiling in the 
Goveynment’s new tax program for 
national defense comes as a serious 
blow to the film business in view of 
efforts to get more out of this coun- 
try than before due to loss of rev- 
enue abroad. Aside from the fact 
that film companies and theatre op- 
erators will be asked to shoulder 
additional burdens in other tax di- 
rections, including a 10% increase on 
individual and corporate income 
taxes, the plan to increase the ad- 
mission levies may create a further 
problem of great seriousness, ‘it is 
feared. 

During the past year there has 
been a concerted drive to increase 
boxoffice scales, need for which is 
even more imperative in the past 
few weeks than before. Efforts were 
made to change the revenue act to 
provide that all admissions up to 
and including 50c would be exempt 
from taxation. Failing in that, the- 
atres were inclined to remain at the 
40c level so that no tax would have 
to be obtained from the public. The 
work of handling the tax for the 
Government also figures, 

$25,000,000 a Year? 
Now, after failure to get the ceil- 
(Continued on page 16) 


Studios Step Up 
Prod. on Kid Pix 








president W. A. Steffes, because of 
illness. Charlie Weiner, former local 
Monogram head and exchange part | 
owner, is believed to have an inside | 
track. 





Ex-Exhib Running For | 
Texas Gov. on Plank | 
To Oust ‘Pix Monopo!y’ 











Dallas, June 4. 

Film biz will give the flour in- 
| dustry some competition in the race 
ifor Texas governor this year it ap- 
| peared here Monday (3) when R. P. 
|Condron of La Feria, Texas, an- 
|nounced he would seek that post in 
opposition to W. Lee O’Daniel, in- 
cumbent and ex-flour salesman. 

Condron, until recently owner and 
operator of a house in his home city. 
said one plank will call for the end 
of an alleged motion picture mo- 
nopoly in this state. 


AL CHRISTIE’S EASTERN | 








sources for the production of two to 
four pictures during the coming year 


cided upon. 


Proposal is to make a maximum | 


of two films budgeted at $100,000 
each and two at $250,000, providing 
| suitable release can be obtained. Ne- 


| Music,’ 


PRODUCTION SCHEDULE ican and in Dead End Kids, and 


With Schools Shut 


Hollywood, June 4. 
Moppets go on vacation this week, 





| meaning a lot of work on the major 


lots. Almost every plant has a kid 
picture ready to go, taking advantage 
of the summer relaxation of school 


rules, which restrict the working 
hours for youngsters. With school 


| closed, the children go on full labor- 
| ing schedule. 


‘Strike Up the Band’ at Metro, 
stalled during the school year, is 
leaping to a quick finish, to be fol- 
lowed by ‘The Yearling,’ which calls 
for kids in the cast. Paramount has 
been holding off “There’s Magic In 
formerly known as ‘Inter- 
lochen,” for the vacation period be- 
cause of the necessity of children in 
the cast. Jane Withers moves into 
‘Youth Will Be Served’ at 20th-Fox, 


with another picture scheduled in 
July. Columbia is shooting a ‘Five 


Little Peppers’ feature and has other 
juve films in preparation. Universal 
Deanna Durbin, Gloria 


Towne-Baker are readying ‘Little 


| Men’ for summer production. Vaca- 
Planning to make permanent head- | tion means work for film children. 

quarters in the east, Al Christie has | 

obtained backing from unannounced | 





- Flynn’s S.A. Clipper Trek 


Miami, June 4. 
Errol Flynn left here Sunday (2) 
for a swing by Clipper through 
'every South American country. 


hibs. Metro has been known to make | gotiations are under way in this di- | He'll be gone about three weeks. 
voluntary adjustments on pictures, rection. 


with its accounts, mailing them a re- 


Christie some months ago pro- 


He will make principal stops in 
'Rio and Buenos Aires, on the east 


fund before they even come into the | duced ‘Half a Sinner’ which he sold coast, then cross the Andes and re- 
exchange to make a request for it.| outright to Universal for a reported | turn to Hollywood via the western 


(Continued on page 19) 


$67,000. It cost less than $50,000 


' 


j shore. 
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Bioff’s Name Figures in Schenck’s 
4006 U.S. Tax Claim 


Indictment on 


After an investigation extending 
over nearly two years by Federal 
agents of the U. S. income tax bu- 
reau, into financial transactions con- 
ducted by Joseph M. Schenck, in 
his capacity as president of the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers Association, 
and William Bioff, Hollywood repre- 
sentative of the IATSE, an indict- 
ment against the former was handed 
down on Monday (3) in the N. Y. 
Federal court. Allegations include 
24 separate counts, consisting of al- 
leged income tax evasion, con- 
sSpiracy, perjury and the making of 
false statements to a government 
investigator. Joseph M. Moskowitz, 
of the 20th Century-Fox home office 
staff, and a close business associate 
of Schenck’s, was also accused. 

The Bioff transactions, which have 
been known generally to the trade 
and public through a California 
legislative investigation, constitute 
only a part of the allegations 
against Schenck, who is chairmane 
of the board of directors of 20th 
Century-Fox. ~Bioff some months 
ago’ was indicted in California for 
income tax evasions. 

The indictment was handed up to 
a Federal grand jury through the 
offices of John T. Cahill, U. S. At- 
a for the Southern District of 

my & 

Schenck is claimed to have de- 
frauded the Government of more 
than $400,000 in taxes for the years 
1935, 1936 and 1937, on the allega- 
tions of fraudulently deducting from 
his gross income alleged losses via 
purported sale of stock to Hollywood 
friends. Also that he deducted 
for his expenses against salary, 
Mumerous business expenditures, 
which are claimed by the Govern- 
ment to have been personal in na- 
ture. 

The indictment arose out of 
Schenck’s answer to questions asked 
by James A. Ronayne, special agent 
of the Intelligence Unit of the In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau in May 1938, 
when an investigation was being 
made of the income of William Bioff, 
western representative of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and Moving Pic- 
ture Operators. 

Schenck was questioned regarding 
cash and stock Bioff was reputed to 
have received from the executive. 
Part of these questions concerned 
$100,000 turned over to Bioff by Ar- 
thur Stebbins, Schenck’s nephew. Of 
this amount, $95,000 was borrowed 
by Stebbins on a note endorsed by 
Schenck from the Bank of America, 
National Trust & Savings Assn. of 








Joe Schenck’s Statement | 





Hollywood, June 4. 


Joseph M. Schenck issued the | 
following statement: 
‘Income tax problems are al- | 
ways complex and subject to | 
dispute, The charges made | 
against me are grossly unfair. 
‘Two of the best auditing firms 
in New York, Boyce, Hughes & 
Farrell, and Webster, Horne & 
Blanchard, after a recent audit, 
have advised me that for the 
years in question I have over- 
paid rather than underpaid my 
taxes. Mr. Hughes is the former 
president of the American So- 
ciety of Certified Public Ac- 
countants and Mr. Webster is the 
Chairman of the Board of Ex- 
aminers of the New York State 
Certified Public Accountants. 
‘The claim that I made a false 
statement to a Government 
agent about another person’s tax 
is not true. 
4 am confident that when all 
the facts are finally determined 
full vindication will result.’ 


Distrihs’ Reps Seen 
Attending Chi Allied 
Meet Despite Rebuff 


Although high distributor repre- 
sentatives foamed at the mouth 
over action of Allied States Assn. 
in rejecting the proposed fair trade 
practices code at its Minneapolis 
convention last summer, screaming 
unfairness, they will probably show 











| 
| 
| 


Saroyan’s ‘Sweet Song’ 
May Be Filmed By Col 


Hollywood, June 4. 
George Stevens bought an interest 





' in ‘Love’s Old Sweet Song,’ the Wil- 


liam Saroyan play on Broadway. 
Piece may be filmed at Columbia, 


| where Stevens is a producer-director. 





Music Biz Will 


License Comn-Pix 


On Per-Tune Basis 


Producers of film used in ecoin- 
operated machines will be offered a 
licensing agreement by the music 
publishers, as represented by Harry 
Fox, agent and trustee, that is radi- 
cally different from anything ever 
issued ir. the music industry. The 
usual arrangement of a flat fee is 
out. The music men want a royalty 
on every nickel or dime dropped 
into one of these mechanical devices 
for the projection of a film subject 
which contains their music. 

Fox has been instructed to drop 
all experimental licensing for the 
film coin machines and issue copy- 
rights on the per played basis. The 
publishers figure that it shouldn't be 
difficult for the makers of these ma- 
chines to instal! a mechanism to 
register the number of times that 
the individual] subjects are played. 

Manufacturers of this type of film 
have been offering the industry a flat 
sum of $50 for the unlimited use of 
a number regardless of whether it’s 
of current standing or a standard of 
‘My Melancholy Baby’ or ‘Star Dust’ 
classification. This arrangement has 





up at the June 19-20-21 conclave of 
the organization. 

The sales managers have been 
officially invited by Allied to attend 


Chicago. The turnout may not 
be as complete as for the Minne- 
apolis session. 

Those attending are not expected 
to take any active part in conven- 
tion sessions, even if an open forum 
is proposed as was held in Minne- 


been officially rejected by the di- 
rectors prior to the beginning of 
open-floor parleying on it. This 
particularly burned the distributor 
heads who had worked to effect a 
satisfactory code. 

One high distributor official who 
said he probably would look in on 





California. 
Breakdewn of Income 


Schenck is alleged to have said 
that he did not know whether or not 
the borrowed money had been re- 
paid. It is claimed that the film 
executive himself repaid the loan. 
Moskowitz is accused of having 
aided Schenck to evade payment of 
income taxes, and is subject, if con- 
victed, to 17 years in prison and fines 
of $40,600. Moskowitz, 


20th-Fox | 
talent scout in N. Y., is referred to | 


the Allied get-together, summed up 
| the situation impelling him to at- 
tend by indicating that ‘after all, 
| Allied members are among our cCus- 
| tomers.’ 


| DIPSON-BASIL IN BUFF. 





START CASH GIVEAWAYS: 





Buffalo, June 4. 
The 20th Century (Dipson-Basil) 


as ‘Schenck’s $52,000 a year book- | dropped a figurative bomb into the 


keeper.” The Government 
that Schenck filed his income tax 
as follows: 

1935—Gross Income, $460,407, while 
it is claimed it should have been 
$754,206. The tax paid was $52,509, 
and the proper tax according to the 
U. S. should have been $242,005. 

In 1936 Schenck reported his gross 
income at $547,299, and the Govern- 
ment claims it should have been 
$563,417. The tax paid was $257,636 
while it should have been $321,834, 
says the U. S. 


In 1937 a gross of $594,225 was | 


reported in lieu of a real gross of 
$697,967, and the tax paid was $202,- 
621 instead of $360,974. 


During these years deductions 
which were improper are also 
charged. They are $321,847, for 


1935, when they should have been 


allegedly $291,548. In 1936 they were | 


$113,392, and should have been $40.- 
944, and in 1937 they were: $237,971, 
and should have been $122,601, ac- 
cording to the U. S. attorney’s office. 

Deductions included the cost of 
lavishly entertaining personal 
friends, arbitrarily taking 50% de- 
ductions on all expenses personal or 
otherwise, during 1936, and in 1937 
the percentage was increased to 


6634%, result being that Schenck, | 


who earned $188,080, declared that 


to earn this, it cost him $89,385, says | 


the indictment. 
Schenck also claimed losses 


(Continued on page 19) 


in 





claims | downtown first-run situation when 


|announcing a $600 cash giveaway 
|Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
inights in connection with its regu- 
,lar picture policy. This is the first 
| time in Buffalo picture history that 
a first-run house has ever resorted 
to giveaways. Owing to ban by 
local dailies against lottery adver- 
tising, 
| with display cards, lithos and dod- 
| gers publicizing the innovation. 

| As soon as the announcement was 


'out, managements of all opposition | 


first-runs—Buffalo, Great Lakes and 


Hipp (Shea-Publix) and Lafayette | 


| (Hayman)—went into a huddle, as 
|result of which arrangements have 

been completed to divide $2,000 
;among them pro rata in prizes 
| nightly. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, June 4. 








| 





Virginia Grey inked pact at 
, Metro. 
| Stephens-Lang renewed _ Allan 


Hersholt’s ticket as production aide. 
Metro took over Universal’s player 
contract on Philip Dorn. 
RKO lifted Virginiz Vale’s player 
option. 
20th-Fox took up its writer option 
on William Brent. 
Carole Drew a 


‘enewal of her 


j past with Hal Roach. 


| Jous. 


apolis to discuss a code that had | 


Century covered the town | 


i ments 


been scored by publishers as ridicu- 
Latter have no idea as to how 
much should be asked as a royalty, 


| either 1se or Mec, but that they fig- 
this year’s convention, to be held in| ure is something that can be worked 
out by negotiation. 


In some industry quarters this ac- 
tion toward the film coin machines is 
interpreted as a forerunner to the 
stand that copyright owners will 
eventually take in the matter of 
phonograph records turned out for 
coin-operated mechanisms, 


Singerman’s Jukc-Boxers 

Juke-box films may develop into 
a highly-competitive field in the 
|light of groups that are already 
| jumping into the market, plus those 
\that are eyeing it. Sidney Singer- 
|man, former Universal home office 
lexecutive in the Carl Laemmle-R. 
|H. Cochrane regime, is the latest 
| to go into the slot-machine game. 

| Two branches of activity figure 
|in the new offshoot of the regular 
film business, that of the machines 
|themselves and the picture product 
lthat will be turned out for them. 
| Stiff competition may figure on both 
sides. The Globe-Mills outfit is the 
James Roosevelt outfit. More re- 
;cently Sam Sax, former Warner 
;executive in charge of eastern shoris 
production, has stepped into the field 
|in association with Frank Orsatti, 
| Hollywood agent, through Phono- 





| vision. Another sighting possibili- 
ities in the chicken-feed films is 
|Yurmi Stern, former operator of 


inight clubs, who will also figure in 
| producing such pix. 
| 


Radtke and Warners In 
Important Patent Suit 


The Photometric Product Corp. 
| filed one of the most important 
sound patent suits in the history of 
| the film industry yesterday (Tues.) 
in N. Y. federal court against Albert 

A. Radtke, Radtke Patents Corp., 
Leonard Day and Warner Bros. Pic- 

tures, Inc. Suit involves a patent 

secured by Radtke in 1920 dealing 
with ‘Methods for and Means of Op- 
tically Recording and Reproducing 

Sound,” and which patent to a great 

extent is responsible for soundfilms. 

It is claimed that the American 

Development & Operating Co. first 

| employed Radtke in 1916 to aid in 
| research in an attempt to reproduce 
sound by light variations. Under the 

‘terms of the employment contract, 
Radtke, who was hired at $300 
monthly, was to turn over any find- 

| ings to the company. 

' Severa!] years later the money ran 
out, and the company went into the 
hands of # receiver. Radtke in the 
meantime had patented his improve- 

and was supposed to have 














St. Bingo 





Philadelphia, June 4. 


The priest of a Catholic 
Church in Merchantville, N. J., 
a nearby suburb was making a 
report of the church's financial 
status to his congregation last 
week. 

‘We have been fortunate in in- 
creasing our attendance and col- 
lections,’ he said, ‘Thanks to St. 
Clement’ ‘(the patron saint of 
the church). 

‘As for our school,’ he added, 
‘We were able to buy a com- 
plete set of new desks—thanks 
to St. Bingo.’ 


Sears-Roebuck Coupon 
Giveaway In 6 Philly 
Indies May Start Vogue 


Philadelphia, June 4. 
The Sears & Roebuck coupon give- 
away began in three local indies yes- 
terday (Mon.) while three other the- 
atres are expected to start the stunt 
within the next few days. 

The coupons—an innovation among 
gimmicks that may spread to other 
parts of the country, if successful 
here—come in denominations of 
from lc. to 5e. The size of the 
coupon given away depends on the 
strength of the picture shown, Ex- 
hibs purchase them on face value 
from the store, which in turn is 
paying the cost of exploitation and 
advertising. 

The coupons are then redeemable 
at any of the Sears retail stores or 
for mail order purchases. 

The three houses in which the 
giveaway started yester‘ay were 
the President, Southern and the Hol- 
lywood. Tomorrow (Wed.) the stunt 
will begin at the Lawndale, owned 
by Henry Friedman on June 7 at 
Tom Lazowick’s Castle, and June 17, 
at the Alden, operated by Charles 
Goldfine. 


SAENGER REDUCING 
ITS INDEBTEDNESS 


New Orleans, June 4. 

Saenger Theatres Corp., operating 
in Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Florida and Arkansas, filed 
with the Securities Commission in 
Washington Saturday (1) a registra- 
tion statement covering $2,450,000 of 
first mortgage and collateral trust 
4%% sinking fund bonds due in 1952. 

Officials of the company said that 
it would use the proceeds to retire 
debt of itself and subsidiaries. It is 
said that the underwriters were ex- 
pected to be Nusloch, Boaudean & 
Smith of New Orleans. 


RKO Pays WB $200,000 

















Hollywood, June 4. 

RKO wanted ‘Sunny’ and ‘No, No, 
Nanette’ badly enough to pay War- 
ners $200,000 for the remake rights. 
Both were made 10 years ago at the 
Burbank plant. 

Musicals are for Anna Neagle, with 
Herbert Wilcox as producer-director. 





Orr As ‘Harold Teen’ 


Hollywood, June 4. 
William Orr, recently signed by 
Warners from the local ‘Meet the 
People’ stage troupe, has been picked 
for the title role in ‘Harold Teen.’ 
Picture is based on the newspaper 
strip. 





turned them over to the successor 
company, the plaintiff. Years 
dragged on and it is claimed that 
Warner Bros. and Day, an attorney, 
conspired to defraud the plaintiff, 
and_ formed Radtke Patents Corp. 
and assigned the patents to it. The 
International Projection Corp., Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inc., Doug- 
las Leigh, Inc., DeVry Corp., West- 
ern Electric Co. and RCA are paying 
royalties to the Radtke Patent Corp. 
now, it is claimed. An injunction, 
turning over of the patents to the 
plaintiff, and an accounting is 





sought. 


For ‘Sunny,’ ‘Nanette’ 





WB Doing a ‘Gone’ With ‘Heaven Too’: 
May Keynote Bis Policy on Big Pix 





By ROY CHARTIER 


Should the picture theatres exact 
the same scale, week in and we 
out, for films regardless of the difs 
ference in their boxoffice worth? 

Isn’t the public willing to py: 
more for a good picture when 
comes along, as evidenced by ‘Gong 
With the Wind’? 

Why is it that in legit one show 
will be scaled at $2.20, and anothep 
at $3.30 or $4.40 but not in pic 
tures? Why is it, also, that in othe 
fields the charge to the public again 
varies, but again not for films? 

Should not both the distributoy 
and his customer, each with a view 
to making larger profits, ask «# high, 
er b.o. fee for a sock picture than 
he expects for a cluck? 

Is it not possible -that if theatres 
substantially increased admissio 
on eight or 10 top pictures ye 
each distributor annually, if that 
many will stand it, the solution to 
the foreign problem would be met? 

The answer to these and other 
questions is sought by Warner Bros, 
in setting up a special sales and exes 
hibition policy to govern its ‘Al] 
This and Heaven, Too.’ To be shown 
on twice-daily and special engagee 
ments at increased admissions, fash 
ioned somewhat after ‘Gone, WB 
believes that some of these quese 
tions may begin leading the induse 
try across new and indusiry-wide 
trails of vast importance. 

Warners sold ‘Heaven, Too’ under 
its current (1939-40) contract and ig 
obligated to deliver it to all its ac» 
counts regardless of the admission 
scales in force. Recognizing this 
on the one hand, on the other the 
company sees the possibility of gete 
ting much added revenue for itself 
as well as its accounts by asking the 
public to pay more than it did fog 
last week's ‘dog’ at the same theae 
tre, 

Special Deals « 


Consequently, WB is sitting down 
with its customers who have cone 
tracted for ‘Heaven’ and is arrange 
ing what amounts to ‘exhibition 
deals’ calling for minimum admise 
sion scales matinees as well as €ve- 
nings, plus a specified number of 
shows, Company sold 11,000 ace 
counts on ‘Heaven.’ It is asking 
these, including large circuits as well 
as indies, to play the film now in 
the manner that ‘Gone’ was exe 
hibited. Contacting large buyers and 
independents, WB has already had a 
very favorable response in this di- 
rection. The RKO circuit, Fox- 
West Coast, Comerford and Publix- 
Shea are among larger customers 
that have indicated they will play 
the picture on the ‘special’ basis. 

While the minimum mat scale of 
55-75¢ and the minimum evening ad- 
missions of $1.10 will be called for 
under the plans being laid for spe- 
cialized exhibition of ‘Heaven,’ and 
additional playing time may be ob- 
tained, the sales terms otherwise on 
the picture remain the same. It was 
sold, depending on the type of 4ac- 
counts, at 35, 40 and 50%. The ex- 
hib will pay no more than he agreed 
upon under the contract. The whole 
thought by WB is to increase its re- 
turn at the set percentage figure and 
to also substantially boost the ex- 
hibitor’s bit on the engagement. At 
present the exhib is more vitally 
concerned than he ever was before 
to squeeze the maximum out of a 
film. Pointed to, in this connection, 
is the way theatres now and then 
juggle prices when a strong picture 
comes along, jacking up morning ad- 
missions or going to a price-change 
earlier than is the usual custom. 
This is frequently done on Broad- 
way and in ather large downtown 
centers but more rarely in the 
smaller towns or nabes. Theatre 
operators who have juggled prices 
State that an astounding smal] num- 
ber of persons put in a squawk about 
it, even if the price is changed in 
their face as they’re trying to get to 
the boxoffice, as sometimes happens. 

Due to its length, 140 minutes, WB 
is negotiating with all its accounts to 
play the picture three or four times 
daily, depending on each individual 
situation, figuring that with news- 
reel and other filler, the turnover 
will be two-and-a-half to three 
hours. 

Roadshowing in L. A. 

First date will be a roadshow €- 
gagement at the Carthay Circle, 
Hollywood, June 13 at $2.26 top. 
Two other engagements on the ‘spe 
cial’ basis at 55-75 minimum mats, 
$1.10 evenings (two shows at each 
price) will be Earle, Philadelphia, 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Gallup Revamps Double-Feature 
Poll Question for a More Specific 


~ Conclusion; Tn Theory’ Quiz NG 





Princeton, N. J., June 4. 
Seventy percent of the American 
ublic favors single bills ‘in theory 
30% for duals, Dr. George Gal-. 
up's Institute of Public Opinion has 
scertained in an early trial poll, 
reparatory to its major survey on 
Souble-features. Result has been a 
twitch in the type of question asked, 
n order to give the poll a more 
practical slant. 
That was revealed here yesterday 
Monday) by David Ogilvie, assist- 
nt to Dr. Gallup. Ogilvie refused to 
isclose the exact nature of the re- 
ised questions now being given a 
ationwide test, but said they have 
— switched from the idea of ‘Do 
ou prefer double or single fea- 
ures?’ to ‘Do you patronize double 
or single feature theatres?’ ' 
Ogilvie declared the trial to which 
e queries are now being put should 
concluded by the end of this 
eek. He said final type of question 
nd wording will be decided upon so 
hat ballots can go out to the Insti- 
ute’s 1,100 interviewers within 10 


ays. 
Shift in style of questions being 
esked results from speedy recog- 
ition by Dr. Gallup of criticism that 
he original form was not practical. 
ny exhibitor, it was pointed out, 
ill quickly explain that the ma- 
ority of the public says it favors 
gingles, but patronizes doubles. Some 
xhibe who have switched from 
fit to one-feature bills have 
earned this lesson to their sorrow. 


RKO’s Limited Quiz 


RKO’s underwriting of a private 
allup poll, announced last week, to 
etermine in advance the popularity 
f its pictures and stars is for a 
imited period, understood to be a 
ear or less. Organization under- 
aking this survey will be known as 
udience Research Institute. RKO 
uring the period contracted for will 
ave exclusive use of its facilities, 
but it will be open at the end of that 
time to participation by any other 
ponpeny desiring to contribute to its 
nancing. 





Geldwyn’s ‘Pest’ Stery 

Saturday Evening Post story on 
the evil of duals is being rushed to 
| seg for publication within 
our weeks. It will bear the by-line 
of Samuel Goldwyn. 

Goldwyn has been active in fight- 
Ing the twin bills recently and was 
esponsible for interesting Dr. Gal- 
up in polling the nation on the rela- 
tive popularity of single and double 
features. 


2 TRIPLERS IN ST. LOUIS 
DECIDE TO CUT DOWN 


St. Louis, June 4. 
Squawk of the Better Films Coun- 
ll of St. Louis against 
eature programs is bearing fruit as 
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WB Adds Four in June 


Hollywood, June 4. 

June production at Warners calls 
for the start of four more pictures, 
beginning June 7 with the Pat 
O’Brien starrer, ‘Flowing Gold.’ 

Others are ‘Stuff of Heroes,’ June 
10, starring John Garfield; “Tugboat 
Annie Sails Again,’ June 17, with 
Marjorie Rambeau and Alan Hale; 
and ‘Honeymoon for Three,’ June 24, 
with Fred MacMurray and Olivia de 
Havilland. 








WHY DUALS DO 
OK BIZ 


‘Polls may show that the public 
may want single bills, but exhibitors 
will continue to make money with 
dual bills.’ 

That is the way Jack Shea, of 
Shea’s circuit, summarized the pres- 
ent inner-trade controversy over 
double-featuring and the outcome of 
well-conducted polls. Admitting that 
he liked only one feature on a bill, 
Shea told Variery that it was good 
business to continue with two fea- 
tures simply because the vast ma- 
jority of patrons wanted them. 

‘Maybe a certain strata of people 
in this country desire single bills,’ 
he said, ‘but the trouble is they are 
not the steady patrons of a theatre 
who comprise the regular attendance 
and make possible profitable opera- 
tions. 

‘This portion of a theatre’s audi- 
ence perhaps does not represent more 
than 5% of the total paid attendance. 
It is the people who plunk down 
their 20c, 30c or 40c regularly each 
week or twice weekly who support 
theatre operations. And these people 
want all they can get for that money.’ 


Shea also indicated that these reg- 
ular customers would go to the the- 
atre running double-features if their 
favorite house abandoned the prac- 
tice. He also subscribed to the popu- 
lar belief that these regulars seldom 
take the trouble to participate in 
company polling of sentiment on 
duals. 


‘We must appeal to all classes in 
communities we serve,’ said Shea. 
‘One particular group may appre- 
ciate only theatres showing a single 
feature. Many in this group are 
those who go for ‘Gone with the 
Wind’—and then wait for another 10 
years before going back to a picture 








triple- | 


theatre again. You know the answer 
to that.’ 
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JACK SHEA ON 





Wedge to Spread Control to 
2,000 Office Workers Seen 
in Demand for Closed Shop 


for Buzzell 





LABOR SHOWDOWN 





Hollywood, June 4. 

New move by American Federa- 
tion of Labor to expand its jurisdic- 
tion in the film industry by grabbing 
control of 2,000 white collar work- 
ers will be found by a united front 
of practically every independent stu- 
dio Guild. The indie crafts have 
banded together under the Holly- 
wood Guild Council, with tne Screen 
Writers Guild directing the prelim- 
inary skirmishes. Othc-: groups al- 
ready in the Council include the 
Screen Publicists Guild, Screen Set 
Designers, Screen Office Employes 
Guild, Screen Readers Guild, So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Interior Dec- 
orators, Script Clerks Guild. 

The Screen Actors Guild will be 
indirectly drawn into the battle 
through its campaign to unseat J. W. 
Buzzell as secretary-tr-asurer of the 
Central Labor Council. Buzzell has 
been directing the AFL drive since 
Willie Bioff was taken out of the 


are being called by Bioff from his 
prison cell, but Buzzell is acting as 
front man in dealings with the pro- 
ducers. 
Ask Closed Shop 

Opening gun in battle was fired 
when Buzzell demanded a closed 
shop agreement and_= substantial 
wage tilts for the employes of Cen- 
tral Casting Corp. Demands have 
been endorsed by the Conference of 
Studio Unions, which was organized 
by Bioff shortly before his depar- 
ture for Chicago. The proposed con- 
tract for Central workers was sub- 
mitted by Elma Goodwin, prexy and 
business representative of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Office Employes, 
but Buzzell has taken charge of ne- 
gotiations and demanded an imme- 
diate hearing with officials of the 
major companies. 

The AFL fight to grab off the'| 
White Collarites is expected to cen- 
ter around the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board. The Screen Office Em- 
ployes Guild, which claims a mem- 
bership of 1,700, has filed a petition | 
for certification with the NLRB, but | 
the AFL promptly countered with an | 
intervenor, 

The fate of Buzzeli will be decided 
June 17 and will have an important 
bearing on future expansion -.of the | 
AFL. The SAG campaign to defeat 
Buzzell for reelection has the sup- 
port of the downtown te ster locals 
and several AFL crafts in the stu- | 
dios. .The Moving Picture Painters 
Local 644, which was refused read- 
mission to the Central Lavor Coun- 
cil when it was learned it planned 
to vote against Buzzell, is expected 


} 


at Central — SAG Guns! 


picture to do a six-month stretch in | taken, such as voting complete con- 
Chicago’s Bridewell Prison on a| fidence in Willie Bioff, as planned. 

pandering rap. Many of the shots | 
| IA conclave is reported pledged to 


| fornia has been formed here to take 


| gutlet for Pathe. 





AFL H' WOOD MOVE Schenck-Bioff Link 
Stirs [ATSE Convention in L'ville; 
Green and Browne Whitewash Execs 


in US. Tax Suit 





Benny’s Writers Encore 


Hollywood, June 4. 

Bill Morrow and Ed Beioin, radio 
writers for Jack Benny, have been 
called back by Paramount to pol- 
ish the screenplay for the Benny- 
Fred Allen picture, ‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor.’ 

They dished up the shooting script 
for ‘Buck Benny Rides Again.’ 


REELECTION OF 
BROWNE HELD 
CERTAIN 


It is a foregone conclusion in 
New York union circles that George 
| E. Browne will he reelected presi- 
dent of the International Alliance of 

Theatre Stage Employees, which 
| opened its convention in Louisville 
| Monday (3), in spite of any position 














The entire N. Y. delegation to the 


Browne as president for another 
four years, term of office now called 
for under the constitution apd by- 
laws. Anticipated also that the same 
slate of vice-presidents will remain, 
including Jim Brennan, Harland 
Holmden ard Dick Walsh. Duties of 
the deposed John P. Nick, a v.p. for 
many years, have been delegated to 
Holmden. Bioff is to return to active 
IA chores when his prison term is 
served in Chicago. 

New York delegation to the con- 
vensh includes 12 members of Local 
306, Moving Picture Machine Opera- 
tors: 11 delegates from the stage- 
hands, No. 1; 11 from the Laboratory 
Workers, Local 701, and a couple 
from the Cameramen’s union, local 
644. 


PATHE OF CAL TAKES — 
OVER CINEMA OUTFIT 


Hollywood, June 4. 
Pathe Laboratories, Inc., of Cali- 











= 





Louisville, June, 4. 

News of the indictment in New 
York yesterday (Monday) of Joseph 
M. Schenck, on charges involving 
$100,000 he allegedly gave to Willie 
Bioff, came as almost a faith-shak- 
ing blow to delegates of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes and Moving Picture Ma- 
chine Operators, meeting here in 
their 35th biennia! convention. 

Bad news concerning the chairman 
of the 20th-Fox board arrived with- 
in a few minutes of the opening ad- 
dress by William Green, prez of the 
| American Federation of Labor, in 
which he defended the IA and Bioff, 
its administrator, from charges of 
racketeering hurled by Scripps- 
Howard columnist Westbrook Peg- 
ler, ‘and other vociferous critics.’ 

(As if in anticipated defiance of 
Green’s speech, Pegler on Monday 
took another full-column Swing at 
the union, George E. Browne, its 
president, and Bioff. He called it 
‘a vicious racket preying on rank 
and file American workers...a dis- 
grace to the labor movement.’ He 
charged that some members are 
forced to pay dues of as high as 10% 
of their gross earnings and in one 
vity the initiation fee reached ‘the 
incredible and prohibitive amount 
of $3,000.’ Bioff is at present in 
jail in Chicago serving out a term 
of six months for pandering to 
which he was sentenced more than 
18 years ago. When he is freed he 
must face charges of Federal in- 
come tax evasion in Los Angeles, 
which grew out of the alleged $100,- 
000 Schenck gift.) 


Pegler’s Billing 

Convention literature referred to 
Pegler as ‘a louse in the blouse of 
journalism.’ Delegates were highly 
resentful of his criticism as having 
been so broad it injured all IA of- 
ficials, not only those against whom 
the columnist made specific charges. 
There was some talk of a resolution 
to boycott Scripps-Howard papers, 

Following the cue of Green, 
Browne in his presidential report to 
the convention today (Tuesday) 
spread the whitewash thickly over 
Bioff and other execs of the union 
against whom a variety of charges 
have been leveled. 

Noting the progress of IA under 
his administration, Browne declared 
there has been an increase of 229 
locals since 1934. Present member- 
ship in 831 locals is 43,437, a gain of 
20,000, Browne reported. On the 
financial side balance of $105,893 in 
1934 has now been upped to $340,795, 
he said. 





over the assets and business of 
Cinema Laboratories, Inc., acquired | 
nearly a year ago as the Coast lab | 
New corporation | 
is a subsidiary of Pathe Laboratories, | 
Inc., operating company set up by | 
Pathe Films early last year, with a | 
majority interest held by the east- | 
ern comnany. Cinema Labs retaifis | 
a minority interest in the new cor- | 


poration. 


In reviewing the celebrated Bioff 
case, Browne declared the former 
Coast leader ‘did the honorable 
thing’ and the union ‘wants him to 
cantinue representing it,’ even if 
from a jail cell. Attached to 
Browne’s report were a number of 
telegrams from locals indicating con- 
tinued faith in Bioff. 

Declaring Bioff had done a ‘re- 
markable job,’ Browne went into a 


a ae rm 


. . | lengthy list of his accomplishments 
Whole operating personnel remains | ond named IA units for which he 


is even with the takeover by |p, ; . : 
i ” | had obtained wage increases. Union 
Officers of new Cali- | 8 


| prez followed with a defense of John 


last week two nabes, the Fairy, 500- 


Seater in the west end, and the | N Y. Film Salesmen 


Macklind, a 645-seater, in the south- 


to throw its support behind the indie | 
Guilds and group may even go so | 38 
far as to vote affiliation with the | Pathe, Labs. 
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west section of the city, announced 
their intention to discontinue such 
etme At a recent meeting of the 

ouncil emphatic protests against 
too ‘many features were voiced and 
exhibs were urged to cut their 
Screen fodder down to a single talk- 
@r with shorts. 

Now that the Fairy and Macklins 
have paved the way, the Council ex- 
pects other exhibs to follow. The 

airy and the 1,000-seater Hi-Way, 

orth St. Louis nabe, were pioneers 
én the triple-feature program field. 


Cokell Back to N. Y. 


Hollywood, June 4. 

Paramount is transferring Walter 
Cokell, treasurer, back to New York 
after two and half years at the stu- 
dio, and takes on additional duties 
there. 

A. C. Martin and Charles Boren 
handle moneybags here. 








And P. A.s May Ally 


The Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers has made a proposal to 
hook up with Film Associates, mem- 
bership which is made up of film 
salesmen in the Greater New York 
area. Jack Ellis, with RKO exchange 
in New York is president of FA, 
while Leon Bamberger, in charge 
of sales promotion for RKO at the 
h.o., heads the AMPA. 


Proposal to combine has not as 
yet been taken up by the Film Asso- 
ciates. 

AMPA is reported to have en- 
dorsed the organization of the Screen 
Publicists and Advertisers Guild 
which recently voted to affiliate 
with the Screen Publicists Guild on 
the Coast. AMPA’s membership 


numbers press agents and advertis- 
ing men mostly, 


Hollywood Guild Council. 
SAG Prunes Overhead 
Drastic slashes in personnel are 


Guild in order to cut operating ex- | 
penses. Two checkers and eight 
secretaries and clerks were the first 
to go. Kenneth Thomson, SAG ex- 
ecutive secretary, estimates the sav- 
ings will total $18,000 per year. Two 
checkers released were Jack Cheat- 
ham and Cooper Norris. 
said move was merely to bring ex- 
penses inside revenues. 

The SAG is expected to renew its 
ban against process shots involving 
extras as a result of che U. S. Su- 
preme Court decision that activities 
of labor unions are not subject to 
the Sherman anti-trust law unless 
‘they restrain commercial competi- 
tion in some substantial way.’ 





SAG ruling is reinstated thousands 
(Continued on page 19) 


| fornia laboratory company included | 


| wi Travis, 
being made by the Screen Actors | so 


Thomson | 


If the | 


O. Henry Briggs, president; Kenneth | 
M. Young, vice-president; C. Mer- | 
Hollywood vice-presi- 
dent, and R. E. Young, secretary- 
| treasurer, also Hollywood. Other 
| two officers are from N.Y. 





Merrill’s Tough Luck 


Lincoln, Neb., June 4. 


P. (Big) Nick, who, he revealed, has 
resigned because of ‘ill health.’ 
{Nick, a first v.p. of the “IA, was 
found by a St. Louis civil court to 
have accepted $10,000 from theatre 
operators to forestall a wage in- 
crease.] Felix D. Snow of Kansas 
City was elected to fill Nick’s place, 
Browne announced. 


Green’s Endorsement 
Green pledged the unequivocal 





Best argument for equipment 
house sales in 1940 is the predica- 
iment B. M. Merrill—who owns the 
‘Edgar, in Edgar, Neb.—finds himself 
in, because he refused to give up an 
| old-fashioned roll-topped desk. 
| Slammed it shut when he went home 
ithe other night, smashed and set 
jablaze a match which fell in his of- 
'fice wastebasket unnoticed. 

Result: Merrill is out $3,000 worth 
\of theatre, a livelihood, and had no 
‘insurance to cover it. 


support of the AFL to the 1,000 IA 
| delegates, gathered in the Jefferson 
, County Armory here. He said that 
the organization, one of the larger 
,and more important of AFL sub- 
| Sids, was ‘splendid and outstanding’ 
| and could be assured of the Federa- 
t'on’s active aid ‘everywhere, any- 
where, and at all times.’ 

He took the opportunity, howe 
ever, to backhandedly defend the 
AFL against critics who have been 
j (Continued on page 19) 
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Films’ Anti-Trust Trial Starts: 
Arnold Is Scored for Trying To 


‘Impose’ His Economic Views on Biz 





Following on the heels of the | 
highly persuasive arguments pre- | 
sented by Thurman Arnold, the Gov- 
ernment’s trust-buster, and Paul 
Williams, special assistant to the at- 
torney-general and prosecutor of the 
U. S. anti-trust suit agajnst the 
major film companies, former Judge 
Thomas D. Thacher’ yesterday 
(Tues.) concluded his arguments for 
the defense of the motion picture 
industry in general, and Paramount 
Pictures in particular. This was the 
second day of the film trial-of-the- 


century, going on before Judge 
Henry Warren Goddard in the N.Y. 
federal district court. Today (Wed.) 
John W. Davis will speak for Loew’s, 
to be followed by Ralph G. Harris 
for 20th-Fox, and Col. William J. 
Donovan for RKO. 


Judge Thacher climaxed a day of 
interesting argument by declaring, 
‘The charges of monopoly are not 
true, and all the Government can 
prove is discrimination, possibly. 
This is lawful. This suit is a short 
cut for Mr. Arnold to impose on in- 
dustry, his economic views. That is 
his theory of the case. What our 
theory is, is that integration is not 
unlawful, and that a decree entered 
against us in this case will tend to 
restore monopoly as it existed years 
ago in the days of the Motion Pic- 
ture Patents Co. The process under 
which the industry exists has 
brought about a healthy competitive 
spirit. The decree in this case would 
gravely prejudice the public interest.’ 


At the beginning of the Tuesday 
afternoon session, the trial scene 
was shifted to the largest courtroom 
in the Federal Bldg., No. 110, to ac- 
commodate an overflow crowd. 
Thacher traced the entire course of 
Paramount’s history from the pay- 
ment of $35,000 to Sarah Bernhardt 
by Adolph Zukor to date. The mo- 
nopoly imposed by the patent com- 
panies was discussed, as was First 
National’s start, and how it affected 
the industry. In this regard Thacher 
mentioned Zukor’s interview with 
Variety, on theatre acquisition, in 
the Oct. 25, 1918, issue, and First 
National’s answer in Variety a week 
later. 


Paramount acquired theatres, not 
to monopolize, but to prevent mo- 
nopoly, he declared. The first time 
monopoly was prevented through the 
excellence of Paramount’s product, 
and the second time through inte- 
gration. Thacher spoke on a va- | 
riety of other subjects, the gist of| 
which was to the effect that a mo-| 
nopoly had never existed, and that it, 
exists only in the Government’s 
imagination. 


Complaint Drawn Up 
Long Ago, Says Williams 








In A Nutshell 


Some high spots in the U. S. 
Government anti-trust suit 
against major companies and 
individuals in the film industry 
which started Monday (3) before 
Judge Henry Warren Goddard, 
in the United States Court, 
Southern District of New York. 

Complaint was filed June 20, 
1938. 

Defendant companies are Para- 
mount, Loew’s, RKO Radio, 
20th Century-Fox, Warner Bros., 
Universal, United Artists and 
Columbia. First five are named 
as companies which own and 
operate theatres. 

Individual defendants number 
133, including management ex- 
ecutives, members of boards of 
directors, sales managers. 


Some 45 corporations (wholly 
or partly owned subsidiaries of 
major companies) also are 
named as defendants. 


Lawyer brigade consists of 43 
separate counsel] for defendants 
who are listed with the court, and 
12 assistant attorneys general 
and special counsel for the gov- 
ernment. 

Proceedings in Room 
U. S. Court building, 
Square, New York. 


Preparatory period, two years 
from date complaint was filed. 


1305, 
Foley 








Length of trial: anybody’s 
guess, 
hats. The only value of any film is 


its ability to draw. The Govern- 


ment has not seen fit to state that 


all 


these films are copyrighted. 

There is no sale, just a license to 

exhibit a dramatic performance.’ 
Thacher then went into the cost 


of prints, black and white, and color, 


| 
} 


and stated that there were more than 
15,000,000 “transactions in prints last 
year between exchanges and thea- 
tres. Approximately 50% of all 
revenue is secured from first run 
exhibition, said Thacher, who then 
explained clearance and protection. 
‘The dynamic economic situations in 
the industry demand clearance,’ he 
stated. 


‘Mr. Williams may have left you 
with the impression that clearance 
is an unfair trade practice evolved 
after integration,’ he stated. 


Distributor Can Choose - 
His Customers, Biz Argues 


‘The distributor is entitled to 
choose his customer and may arbi- 
trarily refuse to deal with one for 
such reasons as he sees fit, or to 
deal with others in a discrimina- 
tory fashion, if he wants to. That is 
his right since he is licensing his 
own material. Our proof will show 


As the session concluded, special| that there are no such things as 
assistant Paul Williams indignantly | agreements among us.’ 


told the court that the complaint had | 


Production was the next subject of 


been drawn long before Arnold be-| Thacher’s discussion, and he showed 
came associated with the Department) how each minute factor is taken into 


of Justice,.and the issues presented | consideration in that element from 
were not the trust-buster’s views,|the planning of a season’s product 


but fact. 


to the end. 


In this regard, Thacher 


In the Tuesday morning session | declared that freelance producers, 


| stars, technicians, etc., abound in the 
tendance is approximately 85,000,000; industry, and are available to any- 


Thacher said that the weekly at- 


with the theatres located in 9,000 
different localities. In normal days 


peo with money. 
good one, distribution can easily be | 


| 


$100,000,000 is paid by foreign coun- | 
tries for the rights to exhibit Ameri- | cited David O. Selznick and ‘Gone 


can films. Producers spare no effort 
to keep quality the best, which 
makes the, business a highly com- 
petitive one. 


Best pictures often cost ‘over 
$1,000,000 each. The Government 
may call this waste, ‘but we call it 
the most persuasive evidence of 
competition. Films are shown at a 
daily average cost of $25 to a theatre, 
and sometimes as low as $10. The 
average price to the public is 10c a 
film.’ 

In first run exhibition at the best 
theatres, the weekly payment may 
be $5,000-$25,000, and even then the 
admission price is only 50-99c. 

‘What is this business? It is purely 
a theatrical venture. The Govern- 
ment is under a complete miscon- 
ception as to what this business is 
all about, as it deals in dramatic 
product, and depends on public 
taste and fancy rather than the cel- 

luloid. This public taste changes 


secured through the defendants. He 
with the Wind’ and ‘Rebecca’ as ex- 
amples. ‘No doubt Mr. Williams will 
say Selznick is not an independent 
because he secured one of the de- 


|fendants to release his films,’ he 


sneered, but pointed out the loaning 
of Clark Gable for the film, and de- 
manded, ‘Is that monopoly and ex- 
clusion or is it cooperation?’ 

Lending and borrowing of stars 
was also taken up, and ‘far from re- 
straining trade, if we were to refrain 
from doing what we have been, then 
we would be a monopoly and re- 
straining trade. Is that what the 
Government wants?’ Purchase of 
story rights to show competition 
there, was gone into, with the citing 
to the judge that novels cost $35,000- 
$100,000 each, stage plays as high as 
$225,000, with the average price be- 
ing $50,000. and good magazine stories 
or originals at $30,000 average. 

Then the defense counsel started 
to show how the industry originated 





more rapidly than styles in women’s 
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ALL THAT GLITTERS 


Britons Eye ‘Gold Coast,’ or What 
They Fancy Is Hollywood 








London, May 20. 

I. Goldsmith, producer of ‘Stars 
Look Down,’ has returned with a 
‘gimme-more’ enthusiasm from his 
Hollywood trek of selling his picture 
to Metro. 

Comments of Grafton Films Head 
on the ‘efficiency’ of the film capital 
and the glad treatment he received 
from its colonists is proving strong 
vintage for many fellow producers 
here to whom the Pacific coast is a 
thing of gold. 


WB'S SURVEY OF 
COMPETITIVE 
INDIES 








Philadelphia, June 4. 
The Stanley-Warner circuit is 
making a sub rosa check of its in- 
dependent competition. 
Although the execs of the chain 
refused to talk about it, observers 


believe the survey is being made in 
order to gather data on indies so 
that proper arrangements can be 
made in case the Neely divorcement 
bill passes Congress. It is also be- 
lieved that Warners is also getting 
ammunition in order to defend itself 
against anti-trust attacks. 


The survey being made in utmost 
secrecy came to light when man- 
agers of each house received ques- 
tionnaires regarding their indie com- 
petitors. The managers were asked 
to list the names of the operators of 
the indie, their product, clearance, 
prices, etc. 





LEGAL BATTERIES 


U. S. Has 14 Lawyers, Major Film 
Companies Has 43 





Opening day of the anti-trust trial 
saw what probably was the greatest 
array of legal talent ever gathered 
under a single roof in any theatrical 
trial. The Department of Justice had 
14 men present, and the defense 43. 


The Department’s attorneys were 
headed by Thurman Arnold, Paul 
Williams, William P. Farnsworth, 
John F. Claggett, James Malloy, J. 
Frank Cunningham, J. Stephen 
Doyle, Robert L. Wright, Seymour 
Krieger, Seymour Simon, Frank 
Rawson, James V. Hayes, Holmes 
Baldrich, ard H. G. Robinson, last 
named from the FBI. 





If the film is a} 
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The defense had Thomas D. 
| Thacher, Albert C. Bickford, Austin 
‘Keough, Louis Phillips, Irving 


Cohen, Richard Jones, Morgan Cal- 
lahan, Walier K. Walker and Samuel 
Boverman for Paramount; William J, 
Donovan, Granville Whittlesey, John 
Howley, William Zimmerman, Wil- 
liam Mallard, Ralston Irvine and 
O. C. Doering for RKO; Monroe 
Goldwater, and Jerome Strumpf for 
KAO; John W. Davis, Edward’ C. 
Mclean, L. E. Bunker, Tyree Dillard, 
Jr., C. Stanley Thompson and Earle 
Beatty for Loew’s; Joseph M. Pros- 
kauer, Robert W. Perkins, J. Alvin 
Van Bergh, Howard Levinson and 
Harold Berkowitz for Warners; Ralph 
Harris, John F. Caskey, Frederick 
Pride, E. Myron Bull and Charles F. 
Young for 20th-Fox; Bertram Ship- 
man for Chase National Bank; Louis 
| D. Frolich, Herman Finkelstein, Ar- 
thur Schwartz, and Irving Moross 
for Columbia; Edward C. Raftery, 
Charies R. Prutzman and Adolph 
Schimel for Universal: and Edward 
C. Raftery and Benjamin Pepper for 
United Artists. 





‘Page Boys’ Moved Up 


Hollywood, June 4. 
‘Senate Page Boys’ replaced ‘Jane 
| Addams and Hull House’ as the first 
| picture on Charles R. Rogers’ pro- 
duction schedule at Columbia. Film- 
ing starts in about 10 days. 


‘Hull House’ has gone back to the 
mill for a rewrite job by Zoe Akins. 





LOEW’S MEETING TODAY 
Loew's directors are scheduled to 
meet today (Wednesday) for action 
on the common dividend. 


Last earnings statement revealed 
profits as running about the same 
as last year, indicating that the regu- 
lar 50c would be declared. 











It’s ‘Or Else’ Now 


At 10:29 a.m. on Monday (3), 
the last chance of the major film 
companies to settle its anti-trust 
action before trial, and avoid the 
consequences of Section 5 of the 
Clayton anti-trust law passed 
into oblivion. Now, should the 
case be settled in a consent 
decree, or should the Govern- 
ment win the suit, the final 
decree may be used as prima 
facie evidence against the de- 
fendants in any other suit ever 
brought by an_ independent 
against them. 

In other words they now have 
to win, or be subject to a pos- 
sibility of a billion dollars, 
triple-damage, anti-trust suits 
against them. 


Steffes, Foe of Chains, 
Allies With Par, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, June 3. 


President W. A. Steffes of North- 
west Allied, long one of the bitterest 
foes of producer-ownership and op- 
eration of theatres and one of the 
staunchest of all fighters for the in- 
dependents against the distributors, 
becomes a partner of the Minnesota 
Amus. Co., Paramount subsidiary, as 
result of the closing of the deal for 
the big Northwest circuit to take 
over, for three years, the operation 
of the sure-seater World and Alvin 
theatres, owned by him. Illness is 
compelling Steffes’ retirement from 
the active scene for the time being. 


It was principally through Steffes’ 
efforts that a theatre divorcement 
law was passed in North Dakota, 
compelling producer-distributors to 
divest themselves of their theatre 
holdings. The law later was re- 











for the Neely bill and for nationwide 
divorcement. 





250G ACCESSORY SUIT 


Mancuso Charges National Screen 
and Others with Monopoly 








William Mancuso, for years an 
indie film distributor, and a theatre 
manager until 1933, filed suit Friday 
(31) in N. Y. supreme court against 
Harry Schlitt, Sam Bram, Herman 
Robbins, Charles Casanave, Adver- 
tising Accessories, Inc., American 
Display Corp., Exhibitors Poster & 
Supply Co., Inc., National Screen 
Service, Inc., and National Screen 
Co.; Inc., seeking damages of $250,000 
on two causes of action. First he 
charges the defendants with having 
monopolized the accessories, posters, 
display and trailer business through- 
out New England, by controlling the 
business of RKO, Paramount, Colum- 
bia, Universal, and Metro, which 
companies the complaint alleges con- 
trol 65% of all product. 

The result of this monopoly. de- 
clares the plaintiff, is the defendants 
refuse to allow any exhibitor to use 
any other product than that of the 
aforementioned firms on threat of 
not securing films of these majors. 
This has forced him out of business, 
he claims. 

Next he claims that in 1933 he was 
hired by Schlitt and Bram to handle 
their business at 15° of the gross. 
In violation of his contract, it is 
claimed on Mareh 11, 1940, they sold 
the Exhibitors Posters & Supply Co. 
to Advertising Accessories, Inc., 
without first giving him a chance to 
purchase the business. An applica- 
tion to dismiss has been made by the 
defendants. 


. 





Sawyer Back to Miami 


Arthur H. Sawyer, who just or- 
ganized Colonnade Picture Corp. of 


| Swo weeks in New York lining up 
indie film and radio broadcasting 
contacts. His studio will also be 
— for radio remotes this win- 
er. 

Sawyer’s last film activity was 12 
years ago when with the Roxy the- 
atre (N. Y.) management. He's been 
inactive since, although dabbling in 
Florida realty. The new studio is in 
the Coral Gables sector, and is 
counted on to boom that property. 





pealed. He also has battled actively 


Miami, has returned to Florida after’ 
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Longer Run Than ‘Gone With Wind? 
Seen for U.S. Anti-Trust Pix Trial 
As It Gets Under Way 


Monday (3) 


By JOHN C. FLINN 


Premiere of the VU. S. Govern. 
ment’s anti-trust civil suit against 
eight major film companies, 45 
wholly or partly owned subsidiary 
corporations and 133 individuais, in. 
cluding all the top executive per. 
sonnel of the industry, took place on 
Monday (3) in an_ expensively 
panelled and air-cooled courtroom 
on the 13th floor of the U. S. Court 
House, in Foley Square, Manhaitan, 
Cost of defense will exceed the pro- 
duction budget of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ ($3,900,000) and the trial is 
expected to run longer than the pic- 
ture, The preparatory period of 
each was about the same. Govern- 
ment complaint was filed June 28, 





1938, within three weeks of two 
years before recording actually 
started. 


Judge Henry Warren Goddard ig 
presiding and when he stepped to 
the bench the courtroom was filled. 
In the expansive semi-circle of 
highly polished mahogany there 
were 57 members of the defense 
staff, including attorneys of rec- 
ord and unbilled clerks from many 
downtown offices, and 16 assistant 
attorneys general and general assist- 
ants on the Government flank. Oui- 
side the charmed circle, in two 
front rows of the general admission 
section, reserved for the occasion, 
were more than a score of daily, 
news association and trade press re- 
porters. In the far reaches, out of 
hearing, if not out of sight, the pub- 
lic, including taxpayers, was repre- 
sented by a dozen unclassified Jisten- 
ers, some of whom read newspapers 
when the attention of the bailiffs 
was directed elsewhere. 

Air of Expectancy 

If opening proceedings progressed 
without stirring dramatic action, 
there was nevertheless an undercur- 
rent of tenseness and seriousness. 
Government’s action under the Sher- 
man anti-trust law against the film 
industry’s leading companies and 
executives is likely, in the opinion 
of close observers, to require five or 
six months’ time before the prosecu- 
tion completes its case. The defense 
is expected to call hundreds of wit- 
nesses and the most sanguine guess 
is that decision of the issues will not 
be made within a year. Hiatus of 
two months, during August and Sep- 
tember, is anticipated by both 
sides. As early rulings on testimony 
or points of law wil have a heavy 
‘bearing on the tactics of contending 
attorneys, the opening weeks of the 
trial will contain a certain dramatic 
suspense, 

Throughout the months since the 
complaint was first filed by Assistant 
Attorney General Thurman Arnold, 
chief of the anti-trust division of the 
Department of Justice, the report 
has persisted that the film companies 
would petition for a consent decree. 
Persistent efforts to this end have 
been made repeatedly by some of 
the defendant companies and certain 
interests within the Washington ad- 
ministration. That the Jusiice De- 
partment was unwilling to accept 
any proffer which did not contain a 
plan of divorcement of. theatre op- 
erations from producing and dis- 
tributing activities, was reiterated 
by Arnold. Within the past few 
weeks the Justice Department re- 
fused consideration to an elaborately 
prepared basis for settlement of the 
case which was drafted by the De- 
partment of Commerce, acting as 
mediator. 

Will Hays’ White House Parley 

In May, 1938, Will H. Hays, presi- 
dent of Motion Picture Producers 
and Distributors of America, Inc., 
the trade association of the major 
companies, (but not a defendant in 
the action) arranged a conference at 
the White House for a group of film 
company presidents. It was stated 
at the close of that meeting, which 
ante-dated the filing of the suit by 
several weeks, that President Roose- 
velt was interested in the progres- 
sive program of the film industry 
for self-regulation of its activities. 
Any optimism that as a result of the 
conference there would be any 
change in the plans of the anti-trust 
division to suspend the complaint 
was subsequently dispelled. Report 
within the industry for months js 
that the President may have intet- 
vened sufficiently to have brought 
about a switch from criminal to civl 
action, 





Although an extensive section of 
(Continued on page 19) 
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(hi Turns Hot, But 


Boswell Hypoes ‘Lil’ to $35,000, 


B.0.s Okay; 





Trene Crosby Orch Big $32,000 





Chicago, June 4. 
Aitec weeks of unseasonal cold, 
the weekend turned warm and sent 
a number of people out into the open 
for the first time this year. But the 
weather isn’t hurting the solid at- 
tractions in the downtown sector. 


own's best pace is being set by 
tha’ Oriental, wuore Bob Crosby’s 
orch is proving a powerful boxoffice 
magnet. ‘Irene’ is the screen half of 
the combination, 

Also indicating a smart gross is 
the State-Lake, where Sally Rand is 
evidencing that she retains b.o. 
power in these parts. 

At the Chicago the presence of 
Connie Boswell on the stage is figur- 
ing a3 a coin asset. following only | 
meek word-of-mouth for nn 

ssell.’ 
wr the run houses trade is not par- 
ticularly exciting, with the excep-| 
tion of the Woods. where ‘Gone with | 
the Wind’ is still good in its 19th! 
week. Metro is taking at least $5,000 | 
weekly film rental at the tiny house. , 


Estimates fer This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
— Saturday's Children’ (WB). John 
Garfield flicker looks for neat 
enough session at $6,500. Last week, 
‘Biscuit’ (Par), mild $4,700 despite 
fine notices. ‘ 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Russell’ (20th) and stage show. Con- 
nie Boswell headlining and bringing 
in good portion of coin currently. 
Looks for $35,000. Last week, Hal 
Kemp orch and ‘Meet Again’ (WB), 
let house sag badly to $27,900. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— 4) Mothers’ (M-G). Cantor film) 
turning in profitable $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Nazi Soy’ (WB) and ‘Lights 
Out’ (Indie), disappointing $3,500. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 35-55-65) 
—[rene’ (RKO) and Bob Crosby} 
orch. Anna Neagle made some per- 
sonals here on Friday and Satur- | 
day (1), which aided. Skyrocketing 
take from previous week to whang- | 
ing $32,000. Last week plenty sad/| 
$14,100 for ‘Deacon’ (U) with Willie | 


and Eugene Howard, 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 
Just another | 


73)— Typhoon’ (Par). 

week in the offing. Around $9,500, 
so-so. Last week, ‘Mule Team’| 
(M-G), finished good 1l-day sojourn | 
to $5,300 for final seven days. | 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— | 
‘Farmer's Daughter’ (Par) and) 
Sally Rand unit on stage. Fan dancer 
still b.o. Getting fine $19,000. Last 
week, Blackstone and Milt Britton | 
orch, plus “Take Woman’ (M-G), ex- | 
cellent 317.000. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Edison Man’ ~ (M-G) 
(2nd wk.). Looks for at least three 
weeks. Taking $8,500 currently fol- 
lowing fine $12,500 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- | 
$1.50)\—'Gone’ (M-G) (19th week). 
Weekends remain capacity and gen- 
eral business is at high level. Run-| 
ning to $8,500 currently, after $9,000 | 
last week. | 


ate | 
WATERLOO’ GOOD 156 
IN SUMMERY PROV. 


Providence, June 4. 

Though summer-like weather may 
keep motorists out of the show spots 
this week. pace is generally good. | 
RKO Albee is doing nicely in sec-: 
ond week of ‘My Favorite Wife.’ 
‘Lillian Russell’ is a high-grosser at | 
Majestic. and ‘Waterloo Bridge,’ at, 














Loew's State, is also pulling for nice | 
take. 

Fay’s. vaudfilm house, which | 
usually closes down for summer} 
months. has shifted policy and will 
attempt to keep open during July | 


and August with double features. 
Estimates fer This Week 


_ Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)—| 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
Doubles’ (RKO) (2d wk.). House | 


headed for good $5,000 after nifty | 
$10.000 in opening stanza. | 
Cariten (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 25-) 
35-50)—'Torrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Girl | 
313° (20th) (2d run). Paced for fair- | 
ish $2,500. Last week, ‘Million | 
B. C.. (UA) and ‘Strange Case’} 
(M-G) (2d run), okay $2,800. 
; Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-25)— 
Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep) and ‘Cur- 
tain Call’ (RKO). House plays pri- 
matily to vaude trade and shift may 
keep most of regular patrons away 
until vaudes’ return. Opening week 





Pace promises so-so $4,000. Last) 
week. ‘La Conga Nights’ (U) and 
vaude. n.g. $5,500. 

; Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 25-35-50)— 
Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Steel (U). Looks’ strong = and) 


heading for swell $9,000. Last week. 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Girl 313° | 
(20th), grand $8,500. 


, State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Watertoo Bridge’ (M-G) and 
Divovcement’?’ (RKO). Peppy pace 


| (1,000; 


| 30-40 —"My 


land in newspapers. 





has house looking to healthy $15,000. | 
Last week, ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and! 
‘Meets Lady’ (Col), good $12,500. } 
Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)—| 
‘Opened Mistake’ (Par) .and 
‘Crooked Road’ (Rep). Sporadic 
trade on this one giving house only 
fair $5,000. Ldst week, ‘Biscuit 
Eater’ (Par) and ‘Lonesome Pine’ 
(Par), weak $4,500. | 
| 


LEIGH-TAYLOR 
SWEET $9,000 
IN L'VILLE 





Louisville, June 4. 
This week stacks up as a paying 
proposition for Loew's State, with 
Robert Taylor and Vivien Leigh in 





‘Waterloo Bridge.” and the Rialto, 
with ‘If I Had Mv Way.’ Hoos at) 
the Brown and Mary Anderson are | 
maintaining nice pace, and, all in all, | 
general b.o. situation is bringing no 
complaints, | 

Weather has been unseasonably | 
cool and rainy, and is about a month 
behind the usual spring tempera- 
tures. This is a drawback to out- | 
door pastimes and in favor of down- | 
town theatres. 


Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’'s-Fourth Avenue) | 


15-30-40) — ‘Lillian Russell’ 
(20th). Moveover from Rialto aim- 
ing at fair $1,600. Last week. ‘Ty-. 
phoon’ (Par) and ‘Beyond Tomor- 
row’ (RKO), average $2,000 on) 
moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25)— | 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO). Alterations going 
on in main body of house and lobby. | 
Should wrap up okay $1,600. Last 
week, ‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA) and 
‘Singapore’ (Par), milc $1,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3.100: 15- 
30-40 )—‘ Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and 
‘Wolf Meets Lady’ (Col). Names 
and timely nature of pic, plus Dr. 
I.Q. broadcast Monday, adding up 
to sweet $9,000. Last week, ‘Edison, 
Man’ «(M-G) and ‘Florian’ (M-G), 
good $8,00°¢. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40)—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) (2d 
wk), Pace holding up and should 
cop oke $3,500. after last week's re- 
sounding $5,000. 

Riatte (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
Wav’ (U) and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (¢U). Bing Crosby pic 
plugged on ‘Man on Street’ airings 
Biz looks well 
probably $7,500. 
Russell’ (20th), 


column, 


in profit 
‘Lillian 


Last week. 
good $8,500. q 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- 


30-40) —"Those Were Days’ (Par) 
and ‘Western Stars’ (Par). This pair 
geared for the family trade and 


should grab fair $2,700. Last week, 
‘Divorcement’ (RKO) and ‘Saps Sea 
(UA), fair $2,800. 


Montreal Plenty Blah; 
‘Edison’ Fair $6,500 


Montreal, June 4. 

Couple of holdovers indicates 
mediocre total gross in sight cur- 
rently, with Loew's topping the field 
with ‘Edison the Man.’ but hardly 
better than $6.500 is likely there. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )}— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (U) (2d wk.). Looks 
like fair $4,500, after good $7,000 last 
week. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700: 
‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Man, Montreal 
(U). Pointing to fair $4,500. Last 
week. ‘Dr. Wife’ «Col) and ‘Five 
Peppers’ (Col), repeat, poorish $3,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (30-40-60)—'Edison 
Man’ (M-G). Best in town with 
fair $6.500. Last week: Lillian Rus- 
sell’ (20th), $5,500. n.s.g. 

Prineess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Man Nine Lives (Col) and 
‘Blondie Baby’ (Col) Pointing to fair 
$3,000. Last week. ‘Two. Girls’ 
(M-G) and ‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) 
$3,000. : : 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 25-40-50)— 
‘My Son’ +UA) ‘3rd wk.). Nice 


25-45-55 — 


' $3,000 in sight. after good $4,000 last 


week. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50 >—'Celibataires’ (3rd wk.). 
Likely $1.000, after good $1,200 last 
week. 
St. Denis «France-Film) (2,300; 25- 


34)>—Club des Sadas’ and “Prime- 
rose.” Pointing to $4.000. tair. Last 
week, ‘Freres Corses’ and ‘L’Heure 


good enough $3,500. j 


Supreme,’ 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of June 6 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (25th wk.). 
Capitel—‘ Edison 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 22) 
Criterion—‘Florian’ (M-G) 
S). 
‘ ‘Reviewed in Variety, April 3) 
Glebe—‘Island of Doomed 
Men’ (Col) (8). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Musie Hall—‘My Favorite 
Wife’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 
Paramount—Way of All 
Flesh’ (Par) (5). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 29) 
Rialto—’La Conga Nights’ (U) 
(4). 
Rexy—‘Four Sons’ (20th) (7), 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 29) 
Strand—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
(7). 
(Reviewed in Vartetry, May 29) 
Week of June 13 
Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (26th wk.). 
Capitel— Edison the Man’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 
Criterion—‘Gangs of Chicago’ 
(Rep) (12). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 22) 
Musie Hall—Our Town’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 15) 
Parameunt—Way of All 
Flesh’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Rialto—‘Crooked Road (Rep) 
(iL). 
Roxy—‘Four Sons’ (20th) (2d 
wk.). 
Strand—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 


the Man’ 








: ‘Edison Man’ (M-G). 


NG. $4,700 
IN PITT 


Pittsburgh. June 4. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) . 


Biz showing a few signs of life 
again after being in a rut for sev- 


| Decoration Day, 


| some sunshine, was extremely good 


' with huge crowds piling into the 


‘Fave Wife’ a Bway Fave at $95,000, 
Bob Hope- Melody’ Smash 496, ‘Nazi 
Spy Reissue NG $5,000, Riv Folding 


(Best Exploitation: Musie Hall) 


May's cold and rain, a blessing to 
the Broadway boxoffices, gave way 
, quickly on the weekend to summer 
; weather. Off came overcoats and 
/ vests at the same time, with cooling 
| svstems going into operation in the 
theatres. Where the business is not 
' good, the managers have plenty of 
|alibis (106 words censored here), 
i but record will show that when 
| warm weather puts in a call sud- 
| denly, everyone scrams for the out- 
| doors at the beginning. They usual- 
| ly come back a littie later to cool off. 


which brought 


| downtown houses, This teed off new 


shows for long drives, with Bob 
| Hope in person at the State and 
‘Favorite Wife’ at the Music Hall 
doing very heavy business. 

On Saturday, when much warmer 


| weather arrived, Broadway also was 
| very good, but om Sunday (2) a 
i sharp dip arrived. Mats were off a 


good distance and the night business, 
after a four-day weekend for most 
people, was under normal. Fair, 


'plaving to 378,769, had its biggest 
| day so far this year and only on two 


LEIGH - OLIVIER 


occasions during 1939 topped this in 


attendance. Country, beaches, ball 
; parks, ete., also drew large mob; 
Sunday (2). Heat on Monday (3) 


further affected the general take and 
yesterday (Tues.) was only slightly 
better in tone. 

Hope, with his radio show, includ- 
ing Jerry Colonna, Brenda and Co- 
bina and Bill Goodwin, is doing a 
sensational business at the State, 
which put ‘Broadway Melody of 


| 1940’ in with him. The Hope show 


will come close to the record $50,317, 
which was set by Eddie Cantor, but 
not expected to top it to set up a 
new high for all time. Had not the 


| warm weather arrived when it did, 


| books. 


, behind, making 


eral weeks’ running. Nothing spec- | 


tacular, of course, but just enough 
of an improvement to indicate that 
it may not be such a completely 
disasterous summer after all. Stan- 
ley will turn a slight profit with 
‘Funzafire’ unit and ‘Irene,’ together 
with one-day personal of Anna 
Neagle. 

Three h.o.’s, ‘Edison the Man’ at 
Warner, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ at Ritz 
and ‘Lillian Russell’ at Senator are 
all doing satisfactorily, too, and de- 
spite the general critical kidding of 
‘Typhoon,’ at Penn, it’s managing to 
get by with a bit to spare. Only 
disappointment is the Leigh-Olivier 
‘21 Days Together’ at the Alvin. 

Stanley had a natural to exploit 
in ‘Funzafire’ and gave it the works, 
via radio, gag-planting in columns 
and street ballyhoo, chiefly the lat- 
ter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘21 Days’ (Col). Fortunately for this 
one, it got started on Decoration 
Day when heavy rain kept folks in 
town and proved a bonanza for thea- 
tres. Film, however, a big disap- 
pointment considering names _in- 
volved and slipped away to nothing 
after swell getaway. Looks like 
around $4,700, n.g. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), under 


$6.000. nh 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)— ‘Typhoon’ (Par). Cricks had 
field day writing gagged reviews on 
this one, general effect being to 
present it to public as not far from 
an unconsciously hilarious comedy. 
Result will be $11,000. Last week, 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G),; strong $15,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50 )>—‘Water- 
loo Bridge’ (M-G). Third week 
downtown, clicko having previously 


played Penn and Warner. Still 
potent at $2,800 here. Last week, 
‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB). on 


moveover from Stanley. n.s.h. $1,600. 

Senator (Harris) (1,800; 25-35-50) 
—‘Lil Russell’ (20th). Third week 
for Alice Faye starrer, which got in 
fortnight at Alvin before coming 
here. Not doing so badly at this 
spot, with around $2,100 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Man Nine Lives’ (Col) 
and ‘Island Doomed Men’ (Col), in 
dozhouse at $1,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60) — 
‘Irene’ (RKO) and = ‘Funzafire.’ 
Combo is a ray of sunshine for this 
spot which has been dragging rock 
bottom for weeks now. Benny Meroft 
stage unit claiming most of credit. 
Altogether, looks like better than 
$17,000, very good. Last week, ‘40 
Mothers’ (M-G) and Jan Savitt orch, 
finished like a tornado on Decora- 
tion Day and managed to grab 
$13.500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
Switched here 


from Penn and Spencer Tracy 
starrer has sufficient left to set 
$5,000, very satisfactory here. Last 


week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). also 


on h.o. from Penn, great $7.400. 


holding things down from ‘Sunday 
on, the State unquestionably would 
have had a new record to put into its 
House was running a little 
ahead of Cantor through Saturday 
on the first three days, but then fell 
it likely gross will 
end at around $49,000, perhaps some 
over. 

Hope is getting $12,500 and a split 


, 50-50 over a gross of $42,000. Thus, 


it appears he will be taking out ap- 


proximately $16,000. He pays for 
the whole show. 
Total number of performances 


from the stage on the week will be 
42. On Saturday (1) there were 
seven, Sunday (2) there were five 
and the other days six each. 

Next to the State, best is ‘Favor- 
ite Wife’ at the Hall, which may hit 
$95,000 and will hold over. No new 
pictures elsewhere, except in minor 
runs, 

Roxy and Strand are both on final 
(3d) weeks. with their shows. ‘Lil- 
lian Russell,” at the former, will 
check out with close to $25,000. Hoti- 
day ended the second week stoutly 
at $44,000, same being true at 
Strand for ‘Torrid Zone’ and Sammy 


Kaye, which got $32,500, but this 
week (3d) will be down to around 
$20,000. 


‘Four Sons’ comes into the Roxy 
Friday (7). ‘Brother Orchid’ same 
day at the Strand, with Jimmy Dor- 
sey and Maxie Rosenbloom in per- 
son. Paramount today (Wed.) opens 
‘Way of All Flesh,’ with Harry 
James orchestra, Hattie McDaniel, 
Bea Wain and the Ebsens as stage 
company. House had two pretty 
good weeks with ‘Typhoon’ and the 
combination of Tony Martin and 
Charlie Barnet, gettting $42,500 the 
first week, $33.500 the second, end- 
ing last night (Tues.). 

After a struggle with ‘21 Days To- 
gether,’ the Rivoli is closing down 
Friday night (7). John Wright, 


| 


| tory. 


week). Dipped considerably this 
week (3d), looking $18,000 and pulls 
stakes tonight (Wed.), with ‘Edison, 
the Man’ (M-G) succeeding. Sec- 
ond week near to $25,000, o.k. 


_ Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Flor- 
ian’ (M-G). Opens today (Wed.). 
‘Women in War’ (Rep) further 


proved they don’t want anything 
about war, as figured they might, 
under $6,000. In ahead ‘Biscuit 
Eater’ (Par), $8,000. 

_ Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) -- ‘Confes- 
sions Nazi Spy’ (WB) (reissue). 
Pizen at the b.o., only about $5,000 
and out after one week. Heavy ad 
campaign to incite interest figured. 


Last week. ‘Flight Angel’ (WB) 
$5,500. : 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55) — ‘All 
Came True’ (WB) (2d run) and 


‘Tear Gas Squad’ (WB) (Ist run), 
coupled. No more than two to a 
customer here but this is no knock- 
out like a zombie; only about $7,500 
figured, mild. Last week, ‘If Had 
My Way’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Can't 
~— Wife’ «RKO) (Ist run), $8,000, 
air. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘Way All Flesh’ (Par) and, in per- 
son, Harry James orch., Hattie Me- 
Daniel, Bea Wain and Ebsens. Opens 
today _(Wed.) after a stage-show 
break-in at Newburgh N.Y,, Monday 
(3). ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and the Tony- 
Martin-Charlie Barnet combination, 
stage counting for most of the coin, 
$42,500 first week, $33,500 second, 
~ profit. 

adie City Musie Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65 ) ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) and stage show. With strong 
holiday opening and general sturdi- 
ness at b.o., will get $95,000 or not 
far from it, very good. Holds over. 
Last week, ‘Irene’ «RKO), $75,000, 
disappointing. : 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘La Conga 
Nights’ (U). Opened yesterday 
morning (Tues.) after eight days 
with ‘Saint Takes Over’ (RKO) 
which got $9,500, good. Behind that 
‘Ski Patrol’ (U) was $6,000, just 


SO-so. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-55-75-85-99 )—‘21 
Days’ (Col) (3d week). Remains 
through Friday (7), after which 

down for portion of 


house closes 
summer. Usually does this, but ordi- 
narily a little later on. ‘21 Days’ 
away under expectations: $20,000 
first week and $10,000 second, with 
three days yet to go, 

Roxy (5,836: 25-40-55-75) ‘Lil 


| Russell’ (20th) and stage show (3d- 
| final week). 


} A little under $25,000, 
fair enough, is in prospect after the 
holiday which ended the second 
(prior) week strongly at $44,000 
after a first of $50,000. Swell profits. 
‘Four Sons’ (20th) opens Friday (7), 

State (3,450; 35-55-75 )\—' Broadway 
Melody’ (M-G) (2d run) and on 
stage Bob Hope, Jerry Colonna, 
Brenda and Cobina, Bill Goodwin. 
Terrific business being chalked up 
here, $49,000 or bit over. This is 
very close behind Eddie Cantor's 
record $50,300 and second best busi- 
ness State has ever done in its his- 
Tops Rudy Vallee-‘Libeled 
Lady,’ $44,468, scored in 1936, and Ed 
Sullivan-‘Captains Courageous,’ $A4,- 
387, hit in 1937, Last week, ‘It's 
Date’ (U) and Clyde McCoy-Al Sie: 
gel-Joan Merrill-Block and Sully, 
around $23,000, good. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 


‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and Sammy 
Kaye (3d-final week). Two very 
fiae weeks up ahead but on final 


(3d) round shearing off to around 
$20,000. Second, with Decoration 
Day falling in that, $32,500, while 
first seven days was nearly $40,000. 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and, in per- 
son, Jimmy Dorsey and Maxie Ros- 
enbloom open Friday (7). 





| 
managing director. figures that the | 
sudden warm weather and the lack 
of boxoffice product at this time | 


shutdow 2 
a business point 


makes a 
visable 
view. 
week and $10,000 the second, ending 
last night (Tues.). It goes the three 
extra days up to closing. 

Globe assumed the war made 
‘Confessions Nazi Spy,’ 1939 spring 
release, a good b.o. bet right now, 
and spent considerable advertising 
it along sensational lines. Public 
no want. however, and only about 
$5.000 will be grossed. 

Not much exploitation effort cur- 
rently, with most houses on hold- 
overs, but ‘Favorite Wife’ has re- 
ceived considerable effective treat- 
ment in advance from RKO, includ- 
ing the special Louisville premiere 
coincident with this year’s Kentucky 
Derby. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1.012: 
$2.20). ‘Gone’ (M-G) 
Decoration Dav (30) 
little lift, last week 


temporary 


from of 


(25th week). 
provided a 
(24th) being 


$10.500, exactly $200 better than the | 


prior stanza. Up to yesterday 


ad- | 


‘21 Days’ got $20,000 the first |, q 
| ‘Rebecca 
| sector. 


‘COMMAND’-TEARS’ OK 
$15,500 IN BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, June 4. 
Met’s second week with 
is tops in the downtown 
Second week of ‘Dark Com- 
mand’ and ‘French Without Tears,” 
At Fabian Fox, also okay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s 


Albee (3.274; 25-35-50)—‘Earth- 
‘bound’ (20th) and ‘Adventuress’ 
(20th). Quiet $14,500. Last week 


‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Can't Foot Wife’ 
(RKO), passable $15,500. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Dark Com- 
mand’ (Rep) and ‘French Tears’ (2d 





(Tues.) no date for closing had yet 


been set but believed imminent. 
Capitol (4,520: 


$1.25)—'Waterloo’ (M-G) 


25-40-55-75-$1.10- | Agent’ 
(3d-final 


wk.) (Par). Okay $15,500. Last 
week, nifty $17,000. 

Met (3.618: 25-35-50)—‘Rebecca’ 
(UA) (24 wk.). Strong $18,500. 
Last week. swell $23,000. 

Paramount (4,126: 25-35-50)—Tor- 


75-85-$1.10-$1.65- | id Zone’ (WB) and ‘On Their Own" 


| (20th). Opened today (Tuesday). 
|Last week, ‘Saturday's Children’ 
| (WB) and ‘Making Eyes at Me’ (U), 
| good $16,000, 

| Strand (2.870: 25-35-40)—'Men 
'Souls’ (Col) and ‘Half Sinner’ (U). 
!Fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Enemy 
(U) and ‘Hidden Menace’ 
(Foreign), quiet $4.500, 
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Heat Slaps Mpls. Down to Lower Levels 


Russell’ NG 56, Cargo Slow $5,700 





$4,600. Got $5,700 and $8,800 in pre- 


’ 


Minneapolis. June 4. 

These continue to be sorry days 
for purveyors of entertainment here. 
There is no rise in the tragically 
low box-office level and the prevail- 
ing mood is one of dejection. Ad- 
verse seasonal influences—the first 
hot weather of the summer—are ag- 
gravating a situation, made bad by 
war developments and fears, real 
estate tax payment time and gen- 
erally depressed business conditions. 

None of the newcomers among the 
films is calculated to cause any rush 
of customers. As a group, they’re 


é 9 
Angels-Vaude 
. | 
ice. SDi l 
prety wear boromee Dente] Rae $15 500 In 


sell’ is slow, while even the Gable- | 


Crawford combination doesn’t seem | Torrid Capital 


to be able to make ‘Strange Cargo’ 


Conga Nights’ (U) screeno 
vaude, Back to normal $6.000. 
week, ‘Chump Oxford’ 
Carl (Deacon) Moore's l 
$8,000. | 














stand up strongly for the Orpheum. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘On Own’ (20th) and ‘Shooting High’ 
(20th), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Island Doomed Men’ (Col) and ‘Ski 
Patrol’ (U), also dual first-runs. 
Mild $1.500 indicated. Last week, 





Washington, June 4. | 

First real heat wave struck over | 
the weekend, filling the outdoor 
spots but enabling theatres also to 


vious weeks. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-25)—‘La 8 OSS. 
with | |. 3 
Last | With the_ visitors, I 
‘UA) and|prexy J. R. Vogel, Ernest Emerling, 
band. big of Loew’s h.o., and southern division 


‘BRO. ORCHID’ GOOD 
$5,500 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, June 4. 
Eallyvheo attendant upon reopen- 
ing of Palace as a Loew house after 
five vears of Lightman operation and 
‘six weeks of darkness is needling 
\‘Lillian Russell’ to a plenty neat 





Palace premiere got the works, 
including vice- 


manager W. A. Finney. 


| ‘Brother Orchid’ got rave notices 
/at Warner's, and will get satisfactory 


business. ‘Typhoon’ and ‘20 Mule 
Team’ are proving disappointments 
at the New Malco and Loew’s State, 
respectively. 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-30- 
40)—*Mule Team’ (M-G). Beery no 
hot shot in these parts, save in some- 
thing special, which means will get 
around $4,500, n.g. Last week ‘Water- 
loo Bridge’ «M-G), $7,200, socko. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300;10-30-40) 


—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). Good re- |& 


view ‘and word-of-mouth may boost 
Robinson farce to good $5,500. Last 
week ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$3,000, swell for h.o. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
30-40)—Typhoon’ (Par). Lamour- 


35-40)—‘Favorite Wife’ 


‘‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep). 


‘Angel Texas’ (WB) and ‘Tear Gas 
Squad’ (WB), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘On Own’ (20th) and ‘Shooting 
High’ (20th), also dual first-runs, 
pretty good $1,800. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1.600; 25- 
(RKO) (3d 
wk.). They like this one and word- 
of-mouth is getting in its licks. En 
route to good $4.000. Last week, fine 
$6,000 after smashing $10,500 first 
week at State. 
Esquire (Gillman: 290; 25)— 
Title help- 
ing to fetch fair $700. Last week, 


- ‘Saps Sea’ (UA) (2d wk.). split with}. 


‘Babies for Sale’ (Col), $600, light. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25) 
‘Star Dust’ (20th). Nicely spotted 
for this house, catering particularly 
to the younger set. Fair $2,800 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Dr Cyclops’ 
(Par), $3,000, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40)—Strange Cargo’ (M-G). 
Critics’ and customers’ comments 
leave something to be _ desired, 
but cast names are accounting 
for a little boxoffice activity. Head- 
ing for mild $5,700. Last week, ‘Tor- 
rid Zone’ (WB), $3,500 in six days, 


poor. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). Has 


had lots of publicity, but response 
isn’t so forte. Some of reviews 
n.g. and ‘that doesn’t help. Light 
$5,000 may be about all. Last week, 
*Edison Man’ (M-G), $5,000, n.g. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Husbands’ (Col), split with ‘Re- 
becca’ (UA). First neightborhood 
showings. En route to good $2,100. 
Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ (Col) (eight 
days) split with ‘Husbands,’ $2,000, 
good, ‘ 

World (Par-Singer) (350; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Seven Gables’ (U). Traveling 
for slow $1,200. Last week, ‘Beast 
Berlin’ (Indie), light $1,100 in six 
days. 


TORRID’ FORTE 
3900 IN K.C. 


Kansas City, June 4, 


Bright spots of theatre row are 
the Orpheum and Midland, with 
‘Torrid Zone’ and ‘Waterloo Bridge,’ 
respectively. Orpheum is forsaking 
a long standing policy to solo the 
Cagney-Sheridan-O’Brien opus and 
there is a possibility of holdover. 
This house as well as Midland 
opened on the holiday (30) and made 
the most of it. 

‘Edison the Man’ last week at the 
Midland looked strong, but dwindled 
fast after opening. Weather man 
turned on heat over weekend after 
exceptionally cool spring. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820; 2,043: 10-25-40 )—‘Lillian 
Russell’ (20th) (2d wk). Holiday 
helping to very nice $6,800. Opener, 
robust $9,200. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-25-40) 
—‘Waterloo-Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Zan- 











zibar’ (U). Taylor and Leigh names | $8,000 


the draw here and satisfactory at 
$8,200. Last week, ‘Edison Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Babies Sale’ (Col), slid 
off to $8,000, not up to expectations. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
25-40 )\—‘Gambling High Seas’ (Par) 
and ‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB). 
Moved in Sunday (2) unexpectedly. 


get some value out of their cooling 
plants. Result is that the grosses are 
being determined strictly by mar- 
quee strength. 

On that basis, easy tops is ‘Flight 
Angels’ at Earle, WB vaude spot, 
with only other new bill, ‘Earth- 
bound,’ plunking Capitol, Loew’s 
big vauder, into poor second. Two 
major holdovers are the most profit- 
able operations this week, ‘Water- 
loo Bridge’ mopping up at Palace, 
and ‘Irene’ holding up beautifully 
at Keith’s, 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 25-35-40-66) | 
—'Earthbound’ (20th) and vaude. 
It’s all up to the pic and critics 
walloped it, but hard. Poor $13,000 
at best. Last week, ‘Mule Team’| 
(M-G) and vaude, fair $16,500. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— | 
‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (2d run). Back 
downtown after light week at Pal- | 
ace, but solid $5,500 here. Last week, | 
‘My Son’ (UA) (2d run), same. 

Earle (WB) (2.216; 25-35-40-66)— | 
‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and vaude. No- | 
name stage show, so pic gets credit | 
for leading town with fair $15,500. | 
Last week, “Torrid Zone’ (WB) and | 








'two days. 


Preston blow a frail suction thus far, 
maybe $4,000. Last week ‘Abe Lin- 
coln’ (RKO) and ‘Stardust’ (20th), 
eight days, $4,000, poor. 

Leew’s Palace ( w) (2,200; 10- 
30-40 )—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). 
Faye-Ameche-Fonda liked here, plus 
reopening propaganda upping to pos- 
sible $7,500. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
30)—Buck Benny’ (Par) (2nd run), 
three days; Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col), 
two days; ‘Passport Alcatraz’ (Col), 
Looks okay for $1,700. 
Last week ‘It’s Date’ (U) (2nd run), 
three days; ‘Human Monster’ (Mono), 
two days; ‘Adventure Diamonds’ 
(Par), two days, $1,800, good. 





BUSSE-HOWARDS = 


FINE 136 IN 
OK INDPLS. 


vaude, nice $17,000. | 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) — | 
Irene’ (RKO) (2d wk). Holding to 
strong $9,000. Last week. same pic 


overshot estimates with swell (Best Exploitation: Lyric) 
$14,500. Prosperity has returned to the 


' ‘ ;|downtown sector this week, with 
wen i ee | strong bills pulling against outdoors 


-47| competition. Jingle of coins is loud- 
see oke $4500, Last week “Angel |@st at Indiana, where ‘My Favorite 
Texas’ (WB), slid after pannings to| Wife’ is current. Also in ble chips 
light $3,800. is Loew's with Waterloo Bridge’ and 

Pal (L > (2.242: 35-55) ‘Wolf Meets Lady.’ Lyric, too, after 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M.G) (2d wk), | Several Werks colareens, 5 baiting 
- -|money in e bank wi enry 
a. ue gino $11,500. | Busse’s orch and Willie and Eugene 

St week, SO ——* | Howard on stage. 
| Lyric got extra art and reader 
space this week as a result of Henry 
|Busse’s personal appearance in 
downtown department store’s record 


‘Edison ’- Divorcement’ 
Nice $9,800 in Denver ti2%etent'in chow for radio shots. 


Estimates for This Week 


Denver, June 4. Paes a on tet 
". . -., |40)—‘Lillian Russell’ ( . ove- 
‘Edison, the Man.” teamed with | : 
end ae over getting healthy $5,200. Last 
Bill of Divorcement’ at ea renti | Nee ‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) 


getting town’s best figure currently. ‘ ’ 
‘Lillian Russell,’ with ‘Chan Murder | 24'$09 for feweaes (WB), puny 


Cruise’ at Denver, is close second. . 
Perfect outdoor weather is not do- | en teun a p an “—" 
ing theatres any good. | ‘Saint Over’ (RKO). Very good $10,- 
Estimates for This Week be —_ 35/500" ‘Lillian Russell’ 
| ¢ , fine $9,300. 
qytladdin §=(Fox) (1,400; = 25-40)—| “ Leew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
House Across Bay’ (UA). after | ‘waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Wolf 
week at Denver. Fair $3,500. Last Lady’ (Col). Nice $9,500. Last week 
week “My Way’ (U). after week at| «Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Babies Sale’ 
Denver, and ‘Anything But Love’| (Coj), good $8,900. 
(U), fair $3,500. | Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
Broadway (Fox) (1.040; 25-35-40) | ‘Crooked Road’ (Rep) and Henry 
—Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Saint | Busse orch with Willie and Eugene 
Over’ (RKO), after two weeks at, Howard. Good $13,000. Last week. 
Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last week, | ‘Earthbound’ (20th) and vaude, just 
‘Rebecca’ (UA), brought back after a! fair $7,500. 
week at each the Denver, Aladdin | 
and Rialto, not so good $2,000. 





Indianapolis, June 4. 




















Bing Crosby-Gloria Jean’s ‘If I 
Had My Way’ is the lead nag of the 
‘pack at the three-quarter pole, al- 
though two surprises have devel- 
oped. ‘Those Were the Days,’ at 
Stuart, and ‘Dark Command,’ at 
Varsity, are both doing quite well 
in view of the balmy weather and 
exam end of college this week. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Chan's 
Murder Cruise’ (20th). - Good $9,500. 
Last week, ‘House Bay’ (UA), fair 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Divorce- 
ment’ (RKO). Good $9.800. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint Over’ (RKO), fair $7,000 in Estimates for This Week 
second week, Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40)— (750; 10-15)—‘Telegraph Trail’ (WB) 





week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), eight 
days, $4,000, good enough. 
Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)-—Alias Deacon’ (U) 
and ‘Emergency Squad’ (Par), with 
amateur show Wednesday night. 
Probably $2,600, okay. Last week, 
‘Free, Blonde’ (20th) with ‘Barn 
Dance in Swingtime’ unit, three 
days, split with ‘Shooting High’ 
(20th) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB), 
five days, $3,100, with vaude half far 
under expectancy. 
Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—‘Those Were Days’ (Par). 
Better than expected. May get 
$3,500, not so bad. Last week, 
‘Typhoon’ (Par), $3,500. 
Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,017; 10- 
20-25-35) —'Dark Command’ (Rep), 
accompanied by the Academy Award 
short. Heading for $3,100, very 
ood. Last week, ‘Flight Angels’ 
(WB) and ‘Island Doomed Men’ 
(Col), okay $2,600. 


Rain Boffs Cincy; 
‘Waterloo NG 86, 
Texas Sad 246 


Cincinnati, June 4._ 
Pic trade is feeling general biz 
slump from war scare. Local sit- 
uation suffered further from rain 
spell that extended to 12th conse- 
cutive day Sunday (2). Current b.o. 
is several shades below last week, 
which was helped by Memorial 








ay. 
Sinster Takes a Wife’ is getting 
front money this week with a nifty 
Albee figure. ‘Watcrloo Bridge’ is a 
Palace mildie. Lyric is getting sad 
returns on ‘Angel from Texas.’ 
‘Favorite Wife’ in third week and 
‘Lillian Russell’ in second week are 
fetching nifty takes. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Doc- 
tor Wife’ (Col). Very good $13,000. 
Last week. ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), 
excellent $15,000. 

@apitol (RKO) (2.000; 35-42)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 
Held over for second week after 
nine-day initial showing at Albee. 
Dandy $5,000. Last week, hefty 


$7,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-25)— 
‘Showdown’ (Par) and ‘Tear Gas 
Squad’ (WB), split with ‘Crooked 


Road’ (Rep) and ‘Light of Western 
Stars’ (Par). Seasonal $1,900. Same 
last week with ‘One Beautiful’ 
(M-G) and ‘Enemy Agent’ (U), 
divided with ‘King Lumberjacks’ 
(WB) and ‘Just Like Woman’ (BFR.). 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Swell 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Mule Team’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.), fair $3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42)—‘An- 
gel Texas’ (WB). Sad $2.500. Last 
week, ‘Alias Deacon’ (U), poor 


$3,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). Mild 


$8,000. Last week, ‘Edison’ (M-G), 


fair $10,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 35-42)— 
‘Edison’ (M-G). Transferred from 
Palace for second week. Slow $3,000. 
Ditto last week on ‘Adventuress’ 


(20th). 





| ‘Torrid Zone’, $10,000, 
Balto’s Hottest Draw 





Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 25-35-, Crosby-Jean’s ‘Way’ Best 
40)—‘Those Were Days’ (Par). Very | ° ° 
poor | $3,000. Last | week. ‘Buck | In Lincoln With $4,800 
sae (Par), okay $5,500 in waiel Lincoln, Neb., June 4. 


Saturday’s Children’ (WB) and ‘Ski 


and ‘Quick Money’ (RKO) split with 


; Baltimore, June 4. 
Biz is fairish here currently, being 
, bolstered by holiday weekend trade. 
|Continued frigidity hereabouts is 
|holding back the annual exodus to 
;nearby seashore retreats, with the- 
atres getting the break. 

‘Torrid Zone,’ at Stanley, plus 
‘Cavalcade of Academy Awards,’ is 
getting okay trade. 
Russell,’ at New, and ‘My Favorite 
Wife,’ at the combo Hipp, are con- 
tinuing at satisfactory gait. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15-25- 
40) —‘Turnabout’ (UA). Holding 
fairish pace at possible $7,000. Last 


week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ «M-G), 
strong $10,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Favorite Wife’ 


(RKO) and vaude headed by Billy 


House (2d wk). Very steady to pos- 


H.o.s of ‘Lillian | $12 900 





sible $11,000, after extra good open- 





Last week, ‘Those Were Days’ (Par) | Patrol’ (U). Okay $3,700. Last, ‘Five Peppers’ (Cal) and ‘Pals Sil-|ing round to $16.400 

and ‘Opened by Mistake’ (Par), | week, ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and ver _ Sage’ (Mont), Exceedingly Keith's matareer’ (2,406; 15- 

weak $3,800 in five days. On Own’ (20th), fair $3,500. light, $700. Last week, ‘Saint New | 25-35-40)—‘Florian’ (M-G). N.g. at 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40)| Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘My York’ ‘RKO) and ‘Man Tumble-|$4.000. Last week, ‘Seven Gables’ 

—'Torrid Zone’ (WB). First film in, Way’ (U), after week at ezch the weeds’ (Col), split with ‘Scandal | (U). mildish $4 600. 

months to play this house solo, but/Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Babies Sheet’ (Col) and ‘Blazing Six-| New (Mechanic) (1.581: °15-25-35- 


has couple of strong shorts in sup-|Sale’ (Col). Good $2,000. Last 
port. Solid at $8,200. Last week,} week, ‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th), after 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO), in third, week at each the Denver and Alad- 
week, with ‘Calling Philo Vance’ din. and ‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col), fair 
(WB) as new dual partner, good $1,700. 


SI OTT A TST (I ao eh ce 





Shooter’ (Col), N.s.g. $800. | 55)—Lillian Russell’ (20th) (3d wk). 

Lincotn  (Paramount-Cooper) | Still strong at indicated $4,500, after 
(1,503; 10-25-35-40)-—‘My_ Way’ (U).|highly satisfactory total of $11,700 
House is drum-beating for possible | for previous brace of weeks. Excel- 
i $4,600 in eight days, very good. Last lent figures for this house, where 





Torrid,’ $20,000, ‘Saint’-Paree’ Unit, 
$17,000, Both Good in S. F. Pickup - 





; San Francisco, June 4. 

With the film houses picking up in 
business slightly, top coin goes this 
week to the Fox’s ‘Torrid Zone’ 
Golden Gate, which saw nice biz last 
week in George White's ‘Scandals’ 
also has a money-getter in ‘La Vie 
Paree,’ the A. B. Marcus unit sharing 
honors with ‘The Saint Takes Over! 

Both holdovers, ‘My Son, My Son* 
at the United Artists, and ‘Edison 
the Man,’ at Paramount, are doing 


well. 
Estimates for the Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Tor. 
rid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Cavalcade ot 
Academy Awards.’ Strong $20,000, 
Last week, second of ‘Waterloo 
Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘On Own’ (20th), 
slightly below average with $10,000, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55) 
—‘Saint Over’ (RKO) and ‘La Vie 
Paree’ unit. Back at regular prices, 
house should take neat $17,000. Last 
week (40-55-65), ‘Scandals’ and pic, 
‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO), fine $24,000, 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘Man Nine Lives’ (Col) and ‘Island 
Doomed Men’ (Col). Below average 
$8,500. Last week, ‘21 Days’ (Co}) 
and ‘Ma’ (U), poor $6,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-40) 
—‘Edison, Man’ (M-G) and ‘Gir] 313° 
(2d wk). Okay $11,000. First week 


14,000. 
(F-WC) 
(M-G). Looks satisfactory 
$8,000 for first week. Last week, 
‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (2d week) over 


$5,000. 
United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 


(75-$1.10)— 


55-75 )—"My Son’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Good $9,060. First week, excellent 
$12,000 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-40)— 
‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) and ‘Phantom 
Raiders’ (M-G). Poor $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Gengs 
Chicago’ (Rep), below average $6,000 
in six days. 


VAUDE, $37,000, 
BIG DET. CLICK 


Detroit, June 4, 
(Best Exploitation: Michigan) 

Vaudeville still seems to jack.up 
business in this town. With the 
Michigan and Fox both having given 
stage shows a week’s whirl, the 
Michigan comes up with its second 
show currently and seems headed 
for the sky. 

Possibly those, alternating stage 
shows downtown have been helpful, 
but the new wartime energy here 
isn’t to be disregarded, for there 
has been a general unseasonal lift 
to the boxoffices. 

In selling its stage show. the Mich- 
igan sniped more than 5,000 juke 
boxes in town with ads on the per- 
sonal appearance of Bonnie Baker 
and Orrin Tucker, record faves. It 
had plenty of late airings on record 
programs of their hit tunes. On top 
of this, it arranged an autograph 
session in the lobby with the Tucker- 
Baker and on Monday (3) came up 
with 1,000 autographed photos for 
the first customers, 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40)— 
‘Alias Deacon’ (U) and ‘Sky Devils’ 
(UA). Bringing in another new bill 
instead of the customary switch- 
over, this looks for good $6,500. Last 
week ‘Doomed Men’ (Col) and ‘Man 
Nine Lives’ (Col), average $6,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘On 
Own’ (20th) (2d wk). Pair being 
held another four days, to Wednes- 
day (5), when ‘Four Sons’ (20th) 
splits week for an estimated good 
$16,000. Last week smash $24,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and 
Orrin Tucker band on stage. Play- 
ing five-a-day, with *six on Satur- 
day, this one is carving out towering 
business which may climb to $37,000. 
Last week ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and 
‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB), fair 








Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Torrid Zone’ «WB) 
and ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (both 2d run). 
Bik. is a combination of last week's 
best at Michigan and United Artists 
and should get choice $9,000. Last 
week ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Kildare’s 
Case’ (M-G), moved over intact from 
Michigan, got good $8,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55 )—‘Edison’ (MG) end 
‘All True’ (WB). Looking for huge 
$13,000 and probable holdover. Last 
week ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) end 
‘Saps Sea’ (UA), fair $8,500. 





/ 
capacity is limited’ and most of action 
daytime trade. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Torrid Zone’ (WB). Looks like 
okay $10,000 for Sheridan-Cagney. 
‘Cavalcade of Acedemy Awirds 
helping. Last week. ‘Typhoon’ ‘Fil’. 
fairish total of $8,400 foi ll-Gay sun. 
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Catholic Jubilee, Outdoors Hit Philly, 
But ‘Lillian Russell’ Husky $23,000 





Philadelphia, June 4. | 

Good biz on Memorial Day was 
counteracted by a slump over the 
weekend caused chiefly by the 
Golden Jubilee of Cardinal Dough-. 
erty. which took nearly 200,000 
Catholics down to the Municipal 
Stadium to parade and watch the 
solemn festivities. Sunny weather | 
also took another slice of potential | 
pix customers out to ball games, golf 
links and down to the seashore. | 

Grabbing top coin is ‘Lillian Rus- 
sell,’ at Stanley, which had the bene- 
fit of big league promotion. Chief 
stunt was a dinner at Old Book- 
binders. Invited to the feed were 
newspapermen and a.k.’s who re- 
membered Miss Russell and were 
winners of a ‘I Knew Her When’: 
contest sponsored by WCAU. | 

Also in the black ink are ‘Favor- 
ite Wife’ and h.o. of ‘Torrid Zone.’ | 

Estimates for This Week | 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— | 
‘Over the Moon’ (UA). About the 
most dismal flop to play here recent- 
ly. Terrible $6,500 for nine days. 
Last week, ‘Turnabout’ (UA), 
mediocre $5,100 for five days of sec- 
oud week after hefty initialer. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—‘40 Mothers’ (M-G) opened last 
might (Mon.). Last week, five days 
of ‘Buck Benny’ (Par) and two days 
of ‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th), a good 
$3.200. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68 )— 
“Favorite Wife’ (RKO). Proving 
that the public wants laughs and 
bringing socko $21,000. Last week. 
‘Irene’ (RKO) just shaded par with 
$14,100. 

Farle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-63)— 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) with ‘Cavalcade 
of Academy Awards’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Still pretty hot with $13,000 for 
around two. Opener, teriffic 


$26,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Typhoon’ (Par). Gentle as a 
zephyr blowing weak $11,200. Last 
week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G), no bet- 
ter with identical take. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-63) 
—Irene’ (RKO) (2d run). Picking 
up after moveover with bullish 
$4,300. Will h.o. Last week, ‘Flori- 
an’ (M-G), pulled after five days 
with a record low of $1,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (1.970; 32-42-57-68 }— 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G) (2d run). Un- 
able to get going. Will net bare 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Husbands’ (Col). 
fared better with $4,600 for second 
run showing. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). Shows 
what good ballyhoo will do. Will 
snag husky $23,000 and good for 
at least two more stanzas. Last 
semester brought sorry $7,700 for 
five days of second week of ‘Edison 
Man’ (M-G). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Surpris- 
ing. with good $4,500. Ahead of the 
$3.700 brought by ‘Human Mon- 
ster’ (Mono) last week. 


BUFF. DROOPING: 
ALL DUALS NG 


Buffalo, June 4. 
With boxoffice tallies still doing 
nose dives, local managers are gath- 
ering at the wailing wall. Talkings 
generally are down a few more 
notches currently, and despite pros- 





pect of dearth of attractions for the | 


coming months, practically all of the 
downtowners 


mean anything at the gate and with 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,573,000 
(Based on 26 cities, 178 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $1,299,600 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 theatres) 


a 








the 
making tracks 
record. 
,over at both 
State. 
‘at the Met. 


‘Saint 


days: 


ance) and ‘It’s Date’ (U) (2nd run), 
double, 


are double-trucking. | 
However, now that duals no longer 


WATERLOO’ BIG 


$13,000 IN 2 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, June 4. 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ is far and away 
top grosser here this week, 
for a new _  season’s 
Looks like. a certain hold- 
the Orpheum and 
‘Torrid Zone’ is very good 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-40-65)— 
Takes Over’ (RKO) with 
Horace Heidt unit on stage. 
in 
long time. Last week, ‘Mysterious 
Rider’ (Mono) and ‘Gaucho Sere- 
nade’ (Rep), dual, with vaude, three 
and ‘Hidden Menace’ (Alli- 


four davs, $8.700, okay. 
Stage shows bow out this week (5) 
and house goes to straight pix policy 
of two first-runs for full week at 15- 
20-35-40 scale for indef period. 

Fenway (M&P) (1.332: 25-35-40- 
55)—'Dark Command’ (Rep) and 
‘French Tears’ (Par). So-so $5,000 
expected. Last week. ‘Saturday's 
Children’ (WB) and ‘King Lumber- 
jacks’ (WB), double, $4,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907: 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Girl in 
313’ (20th). Okay. 
around $16,000. Last week. ‘Prim- 
rose Path’ (RKO) (2nd wk.) and 
‘Can't Fool Wife’ -(RKO), satisfac- 
torv $15,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367; 
35-40-55)—Torrid Zone’ (WB) and 
‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB). 
good after-dark trade to 
about $18,000. 


Russell’ (20th) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ 
(Par), dual, $18,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55)—'Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and} 
‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col), Leigh-| 
Taylor aiming at big coin, around 
$25,000. Last week, ‘Our Town’ 
(UA) and ‘Forty Mothers’ (M-QG), 
dual, $18,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 25-35- 


40-55)—‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and 
**French Tears’ (Par). 


indicated. Last week. 


jacks’ (WB), dual, $6,500. 


Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) | 
‘Opened 


and 
(both 2nd 
Last week, 
and ‘Chan 


—Typhoon’ (Par) 
Mistake’ (Par) 
Tepid $3.000. 
Benny’ (Par) 
(20th) (both 

Par and Fenway), $5,000. 


Cruise 


State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Lone Wolf | 
Big-time $18,000 an- | 
‘Our Town’ 


‘Waterloo’ (M-G) and 
Lady’ (Col). 
ticipated. Last week, 
(UA) and ‘Forty Mothers’ 
dandy $15,000. 


(M-G), 


Tieups Boost ‘Russell’ 


Will hit | 
about $20,000. best week here 


but not socko; 


25- 


Getting | 
tune of} 
Last week, ‘Lillian | 


Medium $6,500 
‘Saturday’s 
Children’ (WB) and ‘King Lumber- 


run). | 
“Buck 


continued run from! 


(UA) (2d run), $2,900. okay. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 27-37-42) ‘Lillian 
Russell’ (20th). Hefty billing for 
this one; anticipates hefty $7,500. 
| Last week, ‘Edison’ (M-G) and ‘Cur- 
tain Call’ (RKO), $6,000, nifty. 
| Liberty (J-vH) (1.650; 21-32-42)— 
| 


i ‘Doctor Takes Wife’ ‘Col). Hot; 
| $7,200. Last week, ‘Man 9 Lives’ 
(Col) and ‘Island Doomed Men’ 


(Col), so-so $3,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42 )}—‘Edison Man’ (M-G). 
| Moved over from Fifth, indicating 
; fair $2,200. Last week, ‘Buck Benny’ 
| (Par) and ‘Honeymoon Deferred’ 
| (U) (4th week), very good $2,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42)—'Kildare’s Strange 
Case’ (M-G) and ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ 
(RKO). Expect slow $4,200. Last 
i week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Marines 
Fly High’ (RKO) (2d week) five 
days, good $3,400. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (3,039; 27-37-42>—'20 Mule Team’ 
(M-G) and ‘Opened by Mistake’ 
(Par) (2d week). Eyeing good $4,- 
800. Last week, $7,300, big. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32- 
42)—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) plus vaude. 
Three days of 2d week, bringing 
house to Wednesday change-date, 
expecting okay $2,600. Last week, 


Over L. A. for 


Firm 23446, Crosby | 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
eee, Os ks besos eass $275,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Te, ee $231,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 











$7,000, socko. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32) 
—‘It’s Date’ (U) and ‘Lincoln in| 
Illinois’ (RKO) (2d run). House re- | 
opening after renovation; looking to | 
fair $2,000. Last week, dark. | 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Black Friday’ (U) and ‘7, 
Gables’ (U) (2d run). Indicating fair | 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Swiss Family’ 
(RKO) and ‘All Came True’ (WB) 
(2d run), $1,900. 


War Ups Cleve.; 
Waterloo, 146, 








Torrid, 96, OK 





Cleveland, June 5. 
(Best Exploitation: State) 

Fast getaway of ‘Waterloo ®ridge.’ | 
putting the State in high gear, is} 
one of the favorable signs pointing | 
toward gradually improving condi- | 
tions in this war-minded industrial 
| town. Pick-up is predicated on tool- 
i making machine and airplane-parts | 
| factories, which will double payrolls | 

as soon as new U.S. armament pro- 

gram orders come through. When 
this happens, exhibs expect it will | 
| bring about a boom in amusements | 
| here and solve the unemployment 
| problem that has bruised grosses in 
{last year. . 

‘Torrid Zone’ is okay at Hipp, but 
‘Dark Command’ not doing much for 
the Palace. ‘My Favorite Wife’ and 
‘Edison the Man’ on fourth and sec- 
ond weeks, cleaning up big. 

Joe Longo, new Loew’s publicity 
director, and Charlie Deardorff won 
exploitation race by donating Vivien 
| Leigh trophy cup to winner of 
| ‘Waterloo Bridge’ handicap at open- 
| ing of North Randall tracks. Event 
drew 12,000 and rated special broad- | 
cast and sports-page plugs, followed 
up by downtown parade of boys 
carrying ‘Waterloo Bridge’ placards. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
Still going fine for $3,500, after nab- 
| bing excellent $5.500 on third h.o. 








One of house’s top grossers this 
season. 
Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 


| 35)—‘Outsider’ (Alliance) and ‘Ghost 
| Home’ (M-G) (2d run). English im- 
portation neatly pushed, making sat- | 
isfactory $2,300 for duo. 
two revivals, ‘Submarine 
| (20th) and ‘Sally, Irene’ (20th), fair | 

$800 in three days. 
{ Hipp (Warner) (3.700; 30-35-42-55) 
}—Torrid Zone’ (WB). Weather | 

breaks mav help it go to $9,000 or 








i; (U) 


| tripler, 


(4th wk). | 


Last week, 
Patrol’ | 


SLOW $8,000 
IN OMAHA 


Omaha, June 4. 
Two flickers are giving Omaha's 
lagging downtown biz an effective 
shot of pep, i.e., ‘My Favorite Wife.’ 
at Brandeis, and ‘My Son, My Son,’ 


at Orpheum. ‘Edison the Man’ at 
the Omaha is slow. 

‘Movie of the Month Club,” a 
strictly Tristates project with the 


Omaha and Orpheum participating, 
seems to be satisfying the promo- 
tors so far. You buy a membership 
which entitles you to one free per- 
formance with five regular 40c. ad- 
missions, or eight 25c. tickets, good 
any house, any time. 


Estimates of This Week 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 


25-35-40)—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
with ‘Cavalcade of Academy 
| Awards’ (WB). Will do around 
' $7,500, swell. Last week. ‘Torrid 


Zone’ (WB) and ‘Babies Sale’ ‘(Col), 
light $5,100. 


Orpheum (Thristates) (3,000; 10- 
25-40)—“My Son,’ (UA) and ‘Girl 
313’ (20th). Looks good at $10,000. 


Last week, ‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Star 
Dust’ (20th), average $8,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-25- 
40)—‘Edison Man’—(M-G) and ‘One 
Beautiful’ (M-G). Slow  $8.000. 
Last week. ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and 
‘Night Nights’ (Par), ditto. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950,600,800; 10-25)—‘It’s Date’ 
and ‘Blue Bird’ (20th), split 
with ‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) and ‘Jesse 
James’ (20th). Figured around 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Married Wife’ 
(20th) and ‘Husbands’ (Col), split 
with ‘Philo Vance’ (WB) and ‘Mis- 
souri’ (Rep), little over $1,000. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Bullet Code’ (RKO). ‘Forgotten 
Girl’ (Rep), ‘Calling Vance’ (WB), 
split with ‘Midnight Ltd.’ 
(Mono) ‘Men Souls’ (Col) and ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ (UA). Has kind of action 
that should bring pretty good 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Dark Command’ 
(Rep), ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) and ‘3 
Mile Limit’ (Col), longest tripler in 
weeks, split with ‘Rhythm Rio 
Grande’ (Mono) ‘Human Monster’ 
(Mono) ‘Ray Baby’ (WB), barely 
touched fair $2,100. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25)— 


‘It’s Date’ (U) and ‘Over Moon’ 
(UA). Stepped out on hot Saturday, 
jbut looking toward fair $2,100 in 


| split with ‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) and 


‘Bluebird’ (20th). Last week, ‘Hus- 


bands’ (Col) and ‘Danger Wheels’ 
(U), split with ‘Thoroughbreds’ 
(RKO) and ‘Double Alibi’ (U), 


pretty fair $1,900. 


‘Lil Russell’s’ $7,000 





‘ 9 $25,000 gross, 
_ Man,’ at State and Chinese, will give 
| those Fox-West Coast houses around 


‘Typhoon’ With ‘Rochester’ Sweeps 


$25,000; ‘Edison’ 
86, H.0.s OK 


Los Angeles, June 4 


Healthy week is in store for most 
‘of the first-runs. Holiday helped 
pile up takes despite opening of 
| summer racing at Hollywood Park, 
which drew around 40,000, and 
heavy play given nearby beaches 
and mountain resorts Thursday 
| through Sunday. Paramount, with 
‘Typhoon’ and Eddie ‘Rochester’ An- 
‘derson and Fats Waller heading 
Stage show, is — up terrific 

while ‘Edison, the 





$25,500, 

| ‘If I Had My Way’ opened firm at 
, the Pantages and RKO. Holdovers 
_ are doing nicely and there'll be few 
_reerets at close of present stanza. 
Exploitation was tossed by the 
boards, most of the runs depending 
/on the holiday. 

Estimates for This Week 

|  Carthay Cirele (F-WC) (1,518: 83- 
' 1.10-1.65) —- ‘Wind’ (M-G) (23rd 
week). One more stanza to go 
winding up (13) with Warners ‘All 
This and Heaven Too,’ on road show 
basis, replacing (14). Selznick film 
expected to annex another $8,700 
‘this week after winding up 22d 
stanza with same figure. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75) — ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Holi- 

| day biz helping for big $11.200. Last 


week, ‘Lilian Russell’ (20th) aud 
Pe Panama’ (20th), very good 


_Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)--‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) with Acad- 
emy Awards short (2d week). Eas- 
ing aff on second week but at $6,500 
okay. First stanza wound up with 
neat $9,300. 


Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-40- 
55 '-—Rebecea’ (UA) (10th week). 
Winds up (12) for total of 11 weeks. 
Current stanza bringing okay $3,600, 
with $3,500 salted away last week. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1.100; 30-40-55-75) 
— ‘This London’ (20th) and ‘Old Mis- 
souri’ (Rep) dual. Clicking for sub- 
stantial. $3,500. Last week, ‘Mill 
Floss’ (Maj) and ‘Isle Destiny’ 
(RKO), just fair $1,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55) 
—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and Academy 
Awards winner (2d week). Will add 
another $6,300 on holdover after first 
week brought neat $8,700. 


Orpheum (Bway) (2,280: 30-40-55) 
—‘Millionaire Playboy’ (RKO) and 


‘Escape Paradise’ (RKO) with 
vaude, Very little to attract inter- 
est and slim $6,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Women Names’ (Par) and 


‘Shooting High’ (20th), about $6,000. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Men Souls’ (Col). 
Got away to good start on holiday 
and should finish with around $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) 
(2d week) and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO), 

1 $0-so $4,500. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55- 


75) — ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and _ stase 
show. Hitting: for. big $25,000. with 
holdover set. Last week, ‘Biscuit 
Kater’ (Par) and Marx Bros. stage 


unit, disappointing $15,000 on nine 
days. ° 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-40-55) 
‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Island of Doomed 
Men’ (Col) dual. Should hit com- 
fortable $9,200 on stanza. Last week, 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) (2d week) 
and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO), just fair 
$5,000. 


Stwe (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G) dual. De- 
spite big holiday biz week will not 
bring much over $14,300. Last 
week, ‘Russell’ (20th) and ‘Chau 


Panama’ (20th), big $15,100. 














indications that even gimmicks are an better, with | a moveover to Allen. _ United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
passe, managements are looking for ‘T'g Hefty $7,500, Seattle —— Paya Johnny Apollo’ (20th), ° 30-40-55) — ‘Lillian Russell (20th) 
an amusement Moses to lead them Ss é | Pore ; ra " Best In Hot Portland und “Chan Panama’ (20th) dual 
out of the quadmire. Seattle, June 4. Palace (RKO?) (3,200: 30-35-42-55) Nifty on moveover and $3,800 im 
Only ‘My Favorite Wife.” in second (Best Exploitation: Fifth Avenue) | — Dark Command’ (Rep). Although ———— sight. Last week, ‘Waterloo’ (M-G) 
mack at Century, appears on hefly singles at the Fifth Avenue, Biue| fiver, @g0d, campaign and) Help) 4 gPoptland. Ore, June $. nd On Own’ (den), slim $1.00. 
side. : ouse, Liberty, Music Box an OS ee 7 Of ee ae Se en iishire (F-WC 290, SU-SY-I9 
Estimates fer This Week — are remindful of the anti- peng to = eats bed = fay" ‘Lillian Russell’ is big stuff at the — ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— | dual era, making this a most un-| “> = Kk, octor Wi ae greeny Paramount for the best money that Panama (20th) dual. Should hit ex- 
‘Turnabout’ (UA). Will brew dull’ usual week from that angle. At| $8 50 through = surprisingly well, can be had these days, when either cellent $6,800 on moveover. Last 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ Paramount, ‘Mule Team’ drives into sad fr (Loew's (3.450: 30-35-42-55) summer weather or a war scare, or week, ‘Waterloo’ (M-G) and Ou 
ae ie eee above estimates but second week. a aot a lit up aieeine Bridge” (M-G). Taking _— alg 4 egy ng pag ate Own’ (20th), okay $5,100. 
mild at shade over $12,000. again, with second-run policy. ee ee, ere ek aoe St. ; SES . ‘& are 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 30-50) _ ‘Lillian Russell’ gets top exploita- | om pe agli 77 oe or ia along and don't expect too ‘ein a 
~ororrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Girl 313° tion with big three-day blasts: (1) | netizing "¥ery smart $14,000. Last a ee ve es 500: 30-35-40)—‘Buck Benny’ (Par> 
(20th). Fairish by comparison. 100 beauty parlors featuring: Lillian | week ‘Edison Man’ (M-G). also good ot eyiie a nee with : " 4 oti ~ and ‘Opened by Mistake’ (Par) (4th 
Probably $10,000. Last week, ‘Edi- Russell coiffure’ and displaying spe-| 2, $11.500 8 pt . ad ae AeA arom ion wk). Squeezing the last ounce. for 
sou Man’ (M-G), offish $7,700. cial art on same; (2), 45,000 photo- | Stiliman (Loew's) (1.972: 30-35-42- on oO Ps li gy oy ll $2,200. Third week, okay $2,700. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Ad- prints, in color, of Alice Faye dis- | 55)—‘Edison Man’ (M-G). Carted | Snough: inaat ealeneiinn” an ee Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,809: 
venturess’ (20th) and ‘King Lumber- tributed by 144 Richfield gasoline | over from State and hauling extra vited to make its own peng wiih 15-25-35)—‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep) 
jack (WB). Looks tike droopy stations, together with vig + jel at | healthy $5,500. Last week. ‘Mule parade on the Libert ‘Sane hier a and ‘Tomboy’ (Mona) with vaude. 
$5.000. Last week, ‘Girls Broadway’, stations telling about the pix; 3), | Team’ (M-G), although panned by ee a Picnics dl: 2 Average $3,500. Last week, ‘Iste 
(M-G) and ‘Florian’ (M-G), slim music store and radio aids. three: (oviawers retaliated with same fig- oe OF 8008 2 Destiny’ (RKO) and ‘Enemy Agent” 
$5,200. major local stations broadcasting ure, $5,500 3 Estimates for This Week ‘U). with vaude, $3,800. 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) Spot announcements and the old- | ; Re eee eat oon Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen? 
—Wolf Meets Lady’ (Col) and ‘Five time tunes from the pic. | 40)—Torrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Caval- (3.000; 30-35-40) — ‘Lillian Russell” 
Peppers’ (Col). Tapering down to! Estimates for This Week ‘Phill Story’ Rolling cade of Academy Award’ (WB) (2d (20th) and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO). 
tame $5,500. Last week, ‘My Way’ Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) y wk). Batting average $3,500. First Scoring the top gross in byrg with 
(U) and ‘Double Alibi’ (U), snared (850: 27-37-42) — ‘Favorite Wife’ | Hollywood, June 4. week, in view of warm weather, 200d $7,000. Last week, ‘Dr, Cyclops” 
over $6,000, fair. (RKO? (4th week). Indicating big ‘Philadelphia Story.’ the Katharine Ckay $4,300. ) (Par) and ‘Viva Cisco Kid’ (20th), 
20th-Century (Dipson-Basil) $3,100. Last week. $3,000. | Hepburn starrer, rolls Jurie 15 at Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,-. fair $4,500. 
| (3,000; 25-35)—‘Favorite Wife’ Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | yrotro. with George Cukor directing | 000; 30-35-40 )—'Typhoon’ (Par) and United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30+ 
é (RKO) and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO) (2d (1,900: 21-32)—'Rebecca’ (UA) and) D ahd ten Miewast 3 ahi | ‘Courageous Dr. Christian’ (RKO».: 35-40) — ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G» 
| wk.). Should clock stout $9,000, and ‘Star Dust’ (20th) (2d run). Paced ; ee ee ee ay iets Holding for 11 days for satisfactory and ‘Angel Texas’ (WB) (2d wk). 
will probably hold for third stanza. at fine $3.500. Last week. ‘Singa-|the finishing touches to the screen- $6000. Fairish $3,500. First week, mild 
1 Last week, powerful $13,000. | pore’ (Par) and ‘Slightly Honorable’! play. | Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.- $4,800. 

















Paes, Rate od 
.7 








INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 





“WARIETY'S’ LONDON OFFICE 
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U.S. Firms’ Total World Revenue 
Has Dropped 20%, Due to the War, 
Money Curbs; F ‘oreign Biz Off 0% 


The European war is, ich tial its ‘reper- ' 
cussions already have slashed 20% 
off the total normal world business ! 
by American picture companies, ac- 
ccrding to a summary of monetary 
restrictions, frozen coin and markets 
wiped out by the Nazi military ma- 
chine. Actually, foreign revenue is 
off slightly more than 50%, or 20%. 
of the world total, figuring average 
major company foreign business as 
40%, highest it ever reaches. 

This does not take into considera- | 
lion reported declines at the boxof- 
fice in Great Britain of 20-30%. But. 
on the other hand neither does it in- 
clude monies from Holland, Nor- 
way, Finland or Denmark where 


business is reported to be resuming | 


although no remittances have been 
received in N, Y. as yet. Nor does 
it count revenue received in France 
from distribution where all money 
temporarily is frozen. 

Greatest dent in foreign revenue | 
is that 50% freeze in Great Britain | 
which takes away 22.5% of all for- 
eign business. In like measure, the 
ihreat of a Nazi invasion or whole- 
sale bombing raids of key cities | 
wculd further cut deeply into this | 
highly profitable market. Present 
No. 1 worry of foreign departments 
in New York is that initial bombing 
of an open town in England is like- 
ly to bring total shuttering of Brit- 
ish cinemas—possibly for the dura- | 
tion of the war. 

Similarly, the German plane raids 
over industrial cities of France is not | 
making for the best boxoffice. En- | 
trance of Italy into the war would | 
further disrupt normal business in | 
France whereas the Italian market, | 
representing 2.3% of the total for- 
eign coin, has been virtually a com- 
plete loss to American companies 
ever since all:major distributors | 
withdrew more than a year ago. 

Cheerful aspect of an otherwise 
discouraging picture this week were | 
cabled reports that distribution was 
being restored to an even keel in 
Norway and Finland and that re- | 
mittances might be expected to fol- 
low shortly. Several other compa- 
nies had word that Denmark’s busi- 
ness was being restored and that 
Holland might soon be considered 
as going back to normal. There was | 
hope that the same might result in 
Belgium. 

Disheartening Factor 

Perhaps the most disheartening 
part of the conflict, as it concerns 
American distributors, is the belief 


of many foreign chiefs that normal |! 


business cannot be restored in na- 
tions bearing the brunt of the war- 
fare for years even after the cessa- 
tion of fighting. That has been the 
experience in Spain. 

Summary of the foreign distribu- 
lion situation follows: 

Great Britain, 45% of foreign 
market; 50% frozen; grosses tempo- 
rarily 20-30% off. 

France and Belgium, 12% of mar- 
kei; temporarily frozen. 

Australia and New Zealand, 11.6% 
of market, 50% frozen excepting 
New Zealand where the freeze is 
about 65%. Business satisfactory. 

Japan, 1.3% of market, temporarily 
frozen but business okay. 

Holland, 112% of market, tempo- 
rarily frozen but business being re- 
stored to normal. 

Scandinavia, 4% of market, par- 
tially frozen, with money coming 
from Sweden (about 2% of all) and 
business resuming in Norway, Den- 
mark and Finland. 

Markets lost before the war by a 
majority of major companies: Italy, 
2.3% of market; Czechoslovakia, 
15% (three majors still operating 
and other companies getting coin 
from parts of market); Poland, 1.1%. 

Markets considered open and do- 
jng near normal or better: 

egg 4 0.4% of market: China, 


0. 7% India, 1%; South America, 
6.1¢ : Central America, 2.8%; Mex- | 
io, "1%: Central Europe, 0.5%: 


Philippines, 1%; Straits Settlement, | 
0.5%; Yugo-Slavakia, 0.3%; Bulgaria, 
Greece, Turkey, 1.7% 
Yugo-Slovakia, 


Turkey, Bulgaria): 


Roumania, 1%; South Africa, 1.1%; | Revive Mex Theatre 


other countries, 1.6%. 
Recapitulation: foreign 
Jost—Great Britain, 22.5%: 


revenue 
Australia, 


5.8%; Erance-Belgium, 12%; Japan, 
13%: Holland, 1.5%: Scandinavia, 
2%; Italy, 2.3%: Czechoslovakia, | 


Zz: 5%: Poland, 1.1%. 


foreign business at 40%, this renre- 
sents a 20% loss in total world rev- 
enue, 


, lected British films. 


(restrictions in | 


Total loss, 507. | 
Figuring major company average | 


I tena RN eee in 





‘i FRENCH PICTURES 
SET FOR PRODUCTION 


Paris, May 20. 
Six French films are in production 
here, or scheduled to go into work. 
| Jacques Constant picked up work 
on ‘Dernier Refuge,’ interrupted by 
/war in September, with wife, Mary 
Glory, Mireille Balin, Georges Ri- 
i gaud, Dalio, Jean Tissier in lead 
roles. Other films begun are ‘La 
'Ruote to France,’ aviation story, pi- 
loted by Leon Mathot, with Annie 
| Vernay, Georges Grey and Aimos 
featured; ‘Les Nouveaux Pauvres,’ 
directed by Jacques de Baroncelli, 
with Jules Berry, Andre Lefaur and 
Gabrielle Dorziat;. ‘L’Acrobate,’ a 
new Fernandel pic, directed by Jean 
Boyer. 








Anglo Producers Would 
Limelight Their Films 


GOTTA BE ON TIME 


Entertainments Subject te Fines If 
Failing te Be Puncival 








Mexico City, June 4. 

Band leaders, even high-bracket 
ones like Agustin Lara, romantic 
composer who has performed in 
Hollywood, must be strictly punctual, 
or else. So the civic amusements de- 
partment ruled in fining Lara $60 
for failing to lift his baton on the 
dot of the advertised starting time 
of his turn in the Folies Bergere, 
local revue hall. 

One of the most strictly enforced 
laws in Mexico is that which de- 
mands that paid public entertain- 
ment start at the advertised time. 


Mex. Prod. With 
U.S. Money Gets 
Distrib Brushoff 





Mexico City, June 4. 
The latest move of the national 
pic workers’ union, advanced by its 
section 2 (producers) to hypo the 
industry with foreign coin, doesn’t 





For World-Wide Trade 





London, May 20. 

In a drive for overseas bookings, | 
British Film Producers Association | 
| is discussing the formation of a Films | 
Export Council to work in conjunc- 
tion with government bureau han- | 
dling the general trade question. By 


engaging the facilities. of these} 
groups—there are about 80 in num- 


i ber sprinkled throughout the world | 


—producers here figure to spread the | 
word on their product where it will | 
mean business. They are citing the 
successful entry into the U. S. of se- | 


Government aid was sought in the 
boosting process because of the angle 
presented by the actual film-makers ! 
having no word in the distribution. 
By ringing the government in, film | 


| industry is lined up along with ‘other 
| trades and products which are part’! 
| of the export machine. 
| have a publicity agent right on the | 


They’!! then | 


spot, and no expense spared. 


6-Month Delay Seen In 
| Operating New Quota 
| 





tie. June 4. 


Latest blitzing will mean more 


than just a shelving of the Films | 


Quota Act until such time as the 
government can take time out to 
give it more consideration. 
now it had been generally under- 
;}stood any new = arrangement or 
change in working of the picture 
measure would be 
March 31, when the former quota 
expired. But constant postponing 
kills off any such operation. Indica- 
tions are that at least six months 
will . remain unaffected by 
change. 


A safety clause in the act excuses 


non-fulfilment of quota requirements 
‘for reasons beyond control.’ 





Use of Foreign Extras 
Protested in England 


London, May 20. 


Film Artistes Assn. has entered a 
protest against number of foreigners 
receiving exirds jobs in films. Cast- 
ing on these productions, mainly for 
war and propaganda background, | 
‘calls for extras and line speakers 
with foreign appearance and accent. 

‘Producers are taking on only the | 
rea] thing, with the result Britishers’ | 
/checks have grown considerably 
smaller. 

According to. statistics, last six 
months have seen one of the largest 
| drops in employment of extras from 
native ranks. 





Mexico City, June 4. 
Determined to hypo the moribund 
stage theatre, the government has 
undertaken complete reconditioning 


government-subsidized dramatic and 
operatic companies and bargain rates 
for the public. 


ee 


|for both 


|told President 


| 
| 
| until after the elections. 


| terests are even 


Up to | 


the | 


of its Teatro Hidalgo here, oldest | 
theatre in this city, 
Plans call for presentations of 


seem to have much chance of going 
across, American distributors here 
| opine. The plan, presented to Pres- 
ident Lazaro Cardenas, demands that 
| foreign distributors use 25% of their 
‘yearly profits, figured by the union 
to be around $1,700,000, to finance 
local pic production, either by back- 
ing Mexican producers, buying 

made-in-Mexico pix, or directly pro- 
ducing. 

The distributors would be allowed 
full rights to pix they would thus 
finance as the union considers the 
foreigners are beiter fixed to market 
films tian are the Mexicans. The 
union asserts there would be no 
|hitch in putting over this proposi- 
tion, as it would mean plenty coin 
the distributors and the 
industry. The union has 
Cardenas that un- 
less the Mexican.government does 
something pronto to aid the indus- 
try, it is sure to go to the dogs. 


American’ distributors consider 
proposition would flop owing to 
i world pic conditions and what they 
‘consider is likelihood of a pix fa- 
mine for Mexico. Production in this 
country is almost at a_ standstill, 
{owing to particularly acute jitters 
| over the forthcoming presidential 
| elections, July 7. There is a general 
trend to hold off nearly everything 
Some. in- 
holding off until 
|after Sept. 1, when the new pres- 
ident is to take office. 

The foreign distributors laugh at 
\the union’s estimate of their take. 
They aver that they only get a so- 
so living out of the biz after set- 
\tling with their home offices, pay- 
ing taxes, rent, wages, etc. 


Mexican 


retroactive to} 


‘London Drops Ban On 
‘Dole’, Set for Filming 


London, May 20. 


Lifting of censor ban on Walter 
, Greenwood’s ‘Love on the Dole,’ 
stage hit of 1935, is revealed along 
with announcement by British Na- 
| tional Co. that it has purchased film 
' rights of the play. 
| producer exec of the outfit, 
| have feature ready for cameras early 
} next month. 





So far no casting has been set in 
view of company’s inability to ob- 
| tain Wendy Hiller for the femme | 
lead; her commitment with Gabriel 
Pascal's ‘Major Barbara’ automatic- 
ally rules out such a venture. Miss 
Hiller first came into prominence 
| through her lead role in the original 
‘Dole.’ Directorial chore has been 
handed to Dave Macdonald, with 
Greenwood doing adaptation. 





Chorus’ Pay Upped 





London, May 20. 

Equity Council has won wage tilts 
for chorus workers and limitation of 
| performances to 12 weekly. 
Increases bring chorus 
:$21 for a normal week, 
two matinees. Reheursul scale is set 
at $8 weekly. Previous arrange- 
ment covered pay at $14 for an un- 
‘limited pe:formance week. 





wage to 


John Corfield, | 
plans to | 


including | 


British Exhib Resentment Subsides 
Vs. ‘Gone’ 707 Rental as Dates Rise: 
Mayer Mediation Nullifies CEA Slam 





HICKS, PAR FOREIGN 
EXECS TO POWWOW! 


Para- | 





Presence of several key 
countries in the next 10 days will be 
used as the basis for informal hid- | 
dles ‘in New York with John W. | 
Hicks, Jr., Par’s foreign chief. 


J. P. Rappoport, manager 
Cuba, arrived in N. Y. Friday (31) 
and is likely to siay in the east un- 
til John L. Day, Jr., general man- 
ager for South America, arrives | 
from Rio de Janeiro June 8 A. L. 
Pratchett, Mexico manager, who was 


sessions, 


Frank V. Kennebeck, general man- 
ager for India, who also took in the, 
domestic sales meet, is due back in| 
Hicks before returning home. He 


tives after going to Los Angeles. 





British Cinema Workers 
Win 737 Salary Boost, 





London, May 20. 
Strike threat by National Associa- 
tion of Theatre and Kinema Em- 
ployees has been washed out, with 
exhibitors, in a series of meetings at 


walkout test in face of apathy by 
exhibitors to discuss boost. It is un- 
likely remaining districts will battle 
the 742% scale. 





DRAMA IN LONDON 





End’s Legit Slide 


London, May 20. 
When it comes to shows—and live 


the banner wide and strikes it hand- 
some. Seven of them went 


money. When it comes to closing 
it’s gotten so along theatre row 
they no longer ask which one— 


it’s how many. 


Seeking to penetrate the red now 
splashed over legit attractions, rea- 
soning provides an answer as un- 
usual as reality and as unexpected 


A major fault for the decline is 
the slash of press outlets: they cease 
to ring with its customary insistence 
in a field where ihe printed word 





buy it now no matter how drastic 
| the need—the space just isn’t there. 
|In this films have the priority edge. 
since it has always been a consistent 
user of the editions, with a rendy- 
made ad an established 
| Word of mouth does the rest. But 
there can be no great talk around 
the live shows, held mum with no 
outlet to start tongues wagging. 

; Radio is doing a bit to enliven 
interest in legit, 
route to success must depend on the 


ful opinion has been left in the ear 
after a broadcast not prepared with 
care and keen understanding of 
mike technique. 


New So. Africa Theatres 


Capetown, May 8. 
Plans well ahead for four new 
, 20th-Fox cinemas around Cape Town 














suburbs, 

They are Sea Point, to be com- 
pleted in October; Woodstock. No- 
vember; Wynberg and Parow, De- 
| cember. 


af. 
s 


mount men from Latin- -American | 


for | 


at Par’s Los Angeles convention, is | 
expected in N. Y. from the Corsi | 
early this week. No others are ex- | 
pected in town during these informal | 


N. Y. shortly and will huddle with | 


stopped off in Omaha to visit rela- | 


Ending Walkout Threat 


various points in the country, grant- | 
ing union men a 742% wage in- 
crease, : 

Locals of NATKE applied the | 


News Rationing a Factor in West | 


ones in particular—London spreads | 
! 
the | 


folderoo route last week—seven of | 
the topline in talent and production | 


as a telephone call suddenly cut off. | 


is the major boxoffice stimulant. 
With space rationed along’. with 
newsprint, critics are held to 
phrases where once rhetoric flowed. | 

Managers have rarely, if ever, 
taken prepared space in the press 
for blurbing their shows: they can’t 


machine. | 


but then the air. 


adaptability of the piece to the ether | 
medium. Again, a frequently harm. | 





British exhibitor reseniment 
‘against the 70% rental asked by 
| Metro for ‘Gone With the Wind’ has 
|died down considerably, the Metro 
'homeoffice in New York reports, with 
the original asking price being main- 
tained. 


; About two dozen bookings in key 
cities have been set, outside of the 
three original British debut perform- 
‘ances of the film in London. This 
{marks a decided victory for the dis- 
itrib in its firm stand against the at- 
| tack launched against it by the Cine- 
| matograph Exhibitors Assn., British 
; exhib outfit, for what the latter terms 
;to be an ‘excessive’ rental for the 
| David O. Selznick production. 

{The CEA in London, however, re- 
ports success in fighting the ‘Gone’ 
| bookings.] 

Provisions for the bookings cal] for 
some of the theatres to play the film 
immediately, with others to open 

with it during the next two months. 

| Exhibitors are guaranteed a 10% 
‘profit. This is similar to the exhib 
agreement in ‘Gone’ in the United 
States. 


‘Gone’ 35-40% Off 
| London, June 4. 

Crushing Nazi campaign through 
Belgium and northern France has hit 
picture theatre business here so hard 
that ‘Gone with the Wind,’ running 
| at three houses, has been withdrawn 
from the Ritz, small-seater, two-per- 
day house, after five weeks. Picture 
continues in sixth week at Empire 
and Palace, with business off 35-40% 
from normal gain, but still profitable. 
| ‘Gone’ started here in much same 
style as in U. S. key spots, with 
grosses far ahead of previous records 
hung up by these three theatres. 
Business began to slip about twe 
weeks ago. 

Campaign by Cinema Exhibitors 
| Association for lower rentals, and 
using ‘Gone’ as a wedge, played it- 
self out recently with the receipt 
: of a cable from Louis B. Mayer sug- 
gesting it would be best for CEA 
| to quit the argumentative side for a 
| talk. Cable rather nullified effect 
of a bulletin exhibitor body had is- 
sued previous day (15) in which it 
was stated Sam Eckman, M. G. chief 
‘ here, had failed to keep the agree- 
ment established between American 
distributors and the government, by 
| which rentals were to be maintained 
at the existing levels of last year. 

Mayer's cable took the expected 
attitude, that Metro was only dis- 
tributing the picture on terms laid 
down by the ‘Gone’ producer. After 
playing up enthusiastic exhibitor re- 
action in the U. S., he indicated 2 
keyhole to negotiation and told CEA 
President Mears how to turn the 
lock. Eckman settled the matter 
finally by his statement he was will- 
ing to get together with the exhib- 
itor body, but it would have to come 
along with an open mind and minus 
pre-conceived ideas on just what 
should be accorded it in rental re- 
ductions, 


BRITAIN LIFTS CURFEW 
ON ALIEN PERFORMERS 


London, June 4. 

Curfew hours that had been set 
for all foreign performers have been 
rescinded by the Home Office. 

Alien performers whether enemy 
or otherwise, came under the war 
curfew edict, recently introduced, 
which made it illegal for them t« 
stay out of their homes between 8 
p.m. and 6 a.m. Those working in 
| non-prohibited areas had to obtain 
|permits from the local chief con- 
stable; failing that, there was & 
| penalty. 





| Acts booked into prohibited areas 
first had to get entry and departure 
| permits, and then further permit al- 
lowing them to work during the 
curfew hours, 


‘Inn’ NG in London 


London, June 4. 
‘Peaceful Inn,’ thriller, showed 
itself to be too unintelligible for mass 
‘consumption in its West End bow #t 
the Duke of York's theatre Jast Tues- 
day night (28). 
Chances for success are unikely. 
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WATERLOO BRIDGE 



















CAPITOL 


B'way & sist St.¢ Major 
Edward Bowes, Mng. Dir. 


with Lucile Watson, Virginia Field, Maria Ouspenskaya, C. Aubrey Smith « A 
Mervyn LeRoy Production * Screen Play by S. N. Behrman, Hans Rameau and 
George Froeschel « Based on the Play ‘Waterloo Bridge” by Robert E. Sherwood 
Directed by Mervyn LeRoy ¢ Produced by Sidney Franklin * An M-G-M Picture 


3 WEEKS NEW YORK 
2 WEEKS WASHINGTON 

2 WEEKS ATLANTA 

2 WEEKS PITTSBURGH 

2 WEEKS BRIDGEPORT 

2 WEEKS HARTFORD | 

2 WEEKS NEW HAVEN 

2 WEEKS MILWAUKEE 

2 WEEKS SAN FRANCISCO 
2 WEEKS LOS ANGELES 


(playing two theatres, day and date) 
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SUSAN. AND GOD 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Metre-Gollwyn-Mayer release of hunt 
Siromberg protuction, Stars Joan Craw- 


ford, Fredric March: features Ruth Hus- 
sey, Jobin Carrot, Rita Hayworth, Nigel 
Beuee, Bruce Cabot, Directed by George 
‘uker. Screenplay i Anita Loos, based 
on play by Rache Crothers, produced by 
Jehn Golden; cameta, Robert Planck: edi- 
ior, William H, Terhune. Previewed at 
Westwood Village May 31, ‘40. Running 
jime 115 MINS, 

lt errr r re Peer e ere ys Joan Crawford 
BIATTIE.. . ccsdeoseocsccoecesees Fredric March 
SSRBITOCLS. oc ccc cectessoctevese Ruth Hussey 
CUPMO. . ccccccvcsescsocseceeseecd John Currell 
DUE... 0.0 « 60.0 000000946 0080% Rita Hayworth 
PCIAG’. . civ acsceseboasdccatsEeeee. BEUee 
BBICHMEl . .. cvccvccveccccccccsss Bruce Cabot 
|| " err. ere cre ee Ces Rose Hobart 
lady Wigstalf....ccoseeee Constance Collier 
eT” lL RAT? SPP Peer Rita Quigley 
ON PORT ET Ce Gloria DeHaven 
BD. 6ccteesabeeoese oonens Richard O. Crane 
PONE. 206s .césensesceessess meee Mitchell 
Mary ..ccccscvccccvcccvcccess Marijorie_ Mein 
Patrick. ccccccccscescessccecd Aldrich Bowker 





Film version of Rachel Crothers’ 
play, with Joan Crawford in the role 
played by Gertrude Lawrence on 
ihe stage, is smartly cast, deftly di- 
yected and elaborately mounted, but 
its ultra-sophistication will limit its 
voxoffice appeal to adult cosmopoli- 
ian audiences, Patrons in the hin- 
lerlands may take exception to the 
sutirical presentation of God through 
# new religious movement. 

Expansion of the pl. for picturi- 
zation results in inclusion of much 
extraneous matter that would not 
be Jost by trimming at least 15 min- 
utes off the present running time. 
After consuming much time to in- 
iroduce characters at the start—sev- 
eral of whom disappear after the 
first few reels—picture has an en- 
jertaining stretch of smart dialog 
and then swings into tedious epi- 
sodes of marital drama. 

Basic fundamentals of the play 
nre retained by scripter Anita Loos, 
whe elaborated considerably on the 
jncidents occurring between the 
second and third acts. In contrast to 
the original =, picture builds up 
parts of the husband _ (Fredric 
March) and young daughter (Rita 
Quigley) to the equals of Susan 
(Joan Crawford). In fact, when 
everything is over, audience sym- 
pathy tends strongly to the former 
pair rather than the latter. 

Miss Crawford returns from 
abroad a shallow and scatter-brained 
disciple of a ‘new thought,’ or Ox- 
ford, movement. In expounding her 
views strongly amongst her socialite 
friends, she upsets several happy 
couples; but is faced with recon- 
structing her own marital happiness 
through personal practice of her 
tenets. Persistence of her husband 
to keep her in line and sincerity of 
the couple’s youngster finally bring 
her to reason. 


Joan Crawford provides a strong 


portrayal of Susan—a mature matron 
characterization, which is a marked 
departure for the player. There's 
still a tinge of the glamor girl in 
Miss Crawford, but role provides the 
studio with key to future assign- 
ments for its star which might bring 
her back considerably as a b. o. per- 
sonality. Picture indicates that Miss 
Crawford studiously followed the 
Gertrude Lawrence technique in the 
play in delivering the flighty and 
tapid-fire dialog in the early se- 
quences. 

March, long absent from 
screen partially due to stage work. 
returns to provide a polished and 
capital presentation of the bewWil- 
dered husband who battles through 


io reestablish happiness in his house- | 
Miss Quigley; as the young 


hold. 
daughter, is excellent, and will likely 


be tied by the studio on contract for 


Ruth Hussey is f 
love with) result, picture emerges as a slow 


future assignments. 
capable as the girl in 


March, while balance of supporting 
cast has been selected with expert 
the 


zilention to 
script. 
George Cukor’s 


requirements of 


direction 


lights the characterizations he un- ! 
folds, and his weakness in piloting 
can be attributed to the slow pace 
in which he developed the story to 
Camera 


over-length proportions. 


the | 


' Wurtzel, faces a difficult struggle at 
the boxoftice. 
Warner’ Baxter, 


who has _siIost 


much of his pull at the ticket win- | 


| dows, and Andrea Leeds, play the 
' leads. 
‘Earthbound’ in ‘20, Wyndham 
Standing and Naomi _ Childers 
headed the cast. In reviewing the 
film, Varirry referred to reports re- 


|! ceived in advance that it was a re- | 


markable photodrama. ‘As a photo- 
play.’ said Variety's review of the 
_ silent. ‘it has all the elements of a 
sensational feature that gives prom- 


j ise of being able to live up to ex- | 


traordinary booming.’ Added, how- 
ever. that ‘the plain truth is that 
‘Earthbound’ is a conglomeration of 
film bunk.’ 

It ran 90 minutes then, now the 
i time is 67, and, obviously, the double 
bills are the objective. While the 
novelty of superimposing film and 
carrying a ghost-like character 


through the action no longer con- | 
tains freshness, the technical side of | 
‘Earthbound’ is. however, its prin- | 


cipal charm. This is aside from a 
couple of poor miniatures. | 
The old Basil King novel concerns | 
a husband who has been shot by a_ 
former sweetheart, now the wife | 
of a scientist friend he has been | 
financing. Immediately he is killed | 
he comes into the action as a/| 
ghost and talks his way through | 
_the balance of the film without | 
anyone’ seeing or hearing him} 
except a churchman-philosopher. | 
Baxter. playing the living. spirit 
of himself. a soul without peace 
as he sees blame for his kill- 
ing pinned on another, at one 
point refers to himself as a ‘dead 
man haunted by the living.’ That’s | 
the gist of the whole thing. In aj} 
couple of spots Baxter is a comical 
character as the guy who comes 
back from death and moves like a | 
shadow across and through all the 
action. 

It's not Baxter’s best performance 
by far. Miss Leeds almost sur- 
'mounts the handicaps of the role 
she plays as Baxter's wife and this 
is also true of Lynn Bari, who has 
the unsympathetic part of the mur- 
deress. As her husband, the scien- 
tist friend of Baxter's, Henry Wil- 
coxon does well but he also is lim- 
ited by the story. Lessers include 
Charley Grapewin, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson and Russel Hicks. 

Irving Pichel, former actor, 
directed. While he had a somewhat 
different story to pilot, in the main 
his direction fails to impress other 
than so far as the technical aspects 
of the picture are concerned. Char, 


Manhattan Heartbeat 
Hollywood, May 29. 


20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 
zel production. Directed by David Burton. 
Screenplay by Harold Buchman, Clark 





Andrews, Jack Jungmeyer, Jr., and Edith 
Skouras: from play by Vina Delmar and 
Krian Marlow; based on novel by Vina 
Delmar: camera, Virgil Miller; editor, 
| Alexander Troffey. Previewed at Uptown, 
May 28, °40, Running time: JL MINS, 
SROUOR ccc tesncwreseeues Robert Sterling 
RIRSPMS Oh E01. 0954546. 50600 oS Virginia Gilmore | 
i SEE T e Ee TR Ee Joan Davis} 
ol eee ee ee ee ee Edmund MacDonald 
i ee ener a Don Beddoe 
DPE, WTCION 62:4 0:06 04.0:400.0 000068 Paul Harvey 
he Lt REERETC ONT Ce TE ee ere Irving Bacon | 
GrandMg..cccrsccsecvecccscccscese Mary Carr | 
This is a remake of ‘Bad Girl,’ 


which received a wide play when 
released nine years ago. Current 


version of the Vina Delmar piece | 


lacks the spontaneity and sparkle of 
its predecessor, and is handicapped 
by minor league direction that never 
seems to catch hold of the main 
comedy purpose of the story. As 


and uninteresting tale of romance 
and marriage trials (latter especially 
concerning the expected baby .ar- 


rival), and is only held up by inter- | 
high- | mittent comedy appearances of Joan 


Davis. 

Discounting the entertainment 
factors responsible for the merit of 
‘Bad Girl,’ the scripters and director 
focused attention on a rather in- 


work by Robert Planck uniformly | POcuous and uninteresting story of 


fine, 


piaNe. 


Walt. 


EARTHBOUND 





a 


2th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 
Baxter and 
Andrea Leeds; features Lynn Bari, Charley 
Henry Wilcoxon, Elizabeth Pat- 
Storv 
Basil King; adaptation, John Howard Law- 
Louis 
Andriot. At 
°40. 


vel production, Stars Warner 
Grapewin, 
ievson. Directed by Irving Pictel. 
son and Samuel G. Engel; 
iweffler; photog, Lucien 
Albee, Brooklyn, dual, week May 30, 
Running time: 6% MINS, 

Nick Desborough 
Ellen Desborough 


editor, 





Ce Cew Cows Warner Baxter 
badh ss 6684002 Andrea Leeds 


the romance of a girl and woman- 
| hater; their brief married happiness; 


and the eventful expectancy and ar- | 
Attempts | 


rival of their first child. 
| to gradually mold the husband into 
fatherhood responsibilities are not 
too successful, even when he goes 
out and. power-drives planes for 
bonus money to pay a doctor fee. 
Joan Davis overcomes scripting 
handicaps with several wisecracks 
and comedy routines, while Robert 
Sterling displays promise as a juve- 
nile lead with better material. Vir- 
ginia Gilmore shows strain of direc- 


Linda Reynolds...............0- Lynn Bari tion tightness as the girl. David 
| SR ee Charley Grapewin ’ Fog es i : 
Jeffrey JReynolds $0600 en8e Henry Wilcoxon Burton's direction fails to take ad- 
Becky PII 6:4 48 6-0 4:0 Elizabeth Patterson vantage of surefire situations that 
Prosecutor Se en Russel Hicks Were incorporated in picture’s prede- 
Almette.... TELEIT CG Cre ee Christian Rub > cessor, and is stolid throughout. 
EIN 654156. 54060.06644 bd%-6s OER RIS Jan Wolfe Walt 
RCRA On 6-556 -6:50960400054404 lester Scharff | ate. 
Defense AtLOrNney .cccesss Reginald Sheffield | eee 
MINOR. 4.6065 6.000% seecees Pedro de Cordoba | 

‘ ; | Island of Doomed Men 

or reasons that are dubious, 20th Columbia production and release. Stars 


dug up an old 


ten files a 


story called 
bound.’ 


did at the b.o. back 
when pictures didn’t talk, it is an 
almost foregone conclusion that the 
remake, as produced by 20th-Fox 
under the supervision of Sol M. 


one, going back 20 
years to resurrect from half-forgot- 
‘Earth 
The only way in which the 
company can be commended for this 
is that the title hasn’t been changed. 
Thus neither the exhibitor nor the 
public is fooled, if their memories 
© as far back as 1920 when Sam 

oldwyn made the picture in silent 
form. Aside from how ‘Earthbound’ 
in the days 


Peter Lorre; features Rochelle Hudson, 
Robert Wileox, Directed by Charles Bar- 
j ton. Original screenplay, Robert D., 
| Andrews; camera, Benjamin Kline; editor, 
James Sweeney. Reviewed at Varsity, 
Lincoln, May 27, '40. Running time: 68 
MINS, 
Steve Danel..cccccccscccccsscsee Peter Lorre 
LOFraine...sccccccceccccces Rochelle Hudson 
eat ee TEER eRe COTTE ey Robert Wilcox 
LCE ES enero teateemner pratierey f a Don Beddoe 
ch. Cpe Tae TOR Ee TCE EE George E. Stone 
re Kenneth McDonald 
Ms ae Pe ered fee ee ee ee Charles Middleton 
ATAIE «+ os 0:00 tiges 6-64 66.0 0:56 eo REE San 
LS || ai aa ate wonesneereees Earl Gunn 


Scare-fodder was the intention of 
producers of ‘Island of Doomed 


When Goldwyn turned out. 


| exploitation 


| reality assigns them to 
| living conditions worse than experi- 


| chassis in 


Miniature Reviews 


! 
| ‘Susan and God’ (M-G). Class 
production, with Joan Crawford 
and Frederic March, limited to 
sophisticated audiences, 
‘Earthbound’ (20th). Reinake 
of 1920 silent. A long and hard 
pull is ahead. 
| ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th). 
| Remake of ‘Bad Girl’ a weak en- 
try sufficing as minor filler in 
secondaries. 
‘Island of Doomed Men’ (Col). 
| Peter Lorre scarer offers exhib 
chance on_ short 
stays: lower dualler otherwise. 
‘Half a Sinner’ (U). Mild lit- 


| 


| 
| the programmer for lower duals. 


‘Gestapo’ '(M-G). Socko Brit- 
ish-made, okay for U. S. market 
also. 

‘Surprises Radio" (French). 
Revue-type film, with radio 
names, fails to pass muster, 

‘Elles Etaient Douze Femmes’ 
(French). All-woman cast, with 
idea more suitable to stage than 
screen. Little chance abroad. 

‘L’Hertier De Mondesir’,. 
(French). Comedy starring Fer- 
nande!l; little b.o. chance. 








Men,’ writer, director and players, 
but it realizes its purpose only as 
fare for the extremely young. Adult 
traffic will largely see through it 
from beginning to end, consider it 
in varying extremes of boredom, 
and thus outline its future as the 
skimmed milk section of a dual pro- 
gram. 


It wants for no player strength, 
because Peter Lorre's ability to put 
the snake into a characterization has 
been previously proven. Both Ro- 
chelle Hudson. his shanghaied wife, 
and Robert Wilcox, government- 
assigned agent ferreting cut Lorre’s 
empire created from the sweat and 
death of impressed parolees, are up 
to the job. Reflection is thus cast 
on the unclear and largely immobile 
characters in the script, and Charles 
Barton's direction, which fails to 
charge up the tempo in order to 
catch up the loose ends of the story. 
_ Plot starts off with a bang. Wilcox 
is given a secret assignment to trail 
parole-racketeer Lorre, who runs an 
island empire on which he presum- 
ably gives jobs to convicts, but in 
labor and 


enced in prison. Wilcox is framed 
into prison, unknown to himself sus- 
pected of his mission by Lorre, who 
later secures his parole to the island 
and gives him first-hand brutality 
in person. When Wilcox meets 
Lorre’s wife, as much a prisoner as 
the cons, immediate plans begin 
forming to bring about his destruc- 
tion and gain freedom for everyone. 
Blowoff comes very colorlessly. 

Miss Hudson's work is appropri- 
ately stiff, as the wife of a sadist, 
who is afraid to allow herself to re- 
lax for a moment. More than her 
histrioniecs, she contributes a trim 
some showoff gowning. 
| Lorre resorts to his droopy-eyed, ser- 
pentine trick-bag, and Wilcox plays 
| it straight. : 
| George E. Stone, kitchen help; 
Don Beddoe, one of the nervous, 
| trigger-fingered guards; Kenneth 
|McDonald, a hooched doc; and 
Charles Middleton, whip-wielding 
| guard, are others important in the 
| telling of the story. 
| _ Col didn’t strain purse on ‘Doomed 
| Men,” and its limitations should not 
| keep it from batting its way over 
into the profit column for the studio. 
|; On quick-plays, two-day weekends, 
| etc., with a barrage of exploitation 
to which it lends itself easily, the 
| exhib can work his way out with it. 
On the longer skeds it'll suffer. 

Art. 


HALF A SINNER 


Universal production and release. Fea- 
tures Heuther Ange!, John King. Directed 
by Al Christie. Screenplay, Frederick 
Jackson; original story, Dalion Trumbo; 
camera, Charles Van Enger. At Strand, 
Brouklyn, week of May 30, '40, dual, Rune 


ning time, 59 MINS, 

Anne Gladden............... Heather Angel 
farry Cameron..............e2+-Jd00n King 
| Mrs. Breckenridge .....Constance Collier 
| Station Attendant...........Walter Catlett 
REE ERS DG a gr gate ee Nee i Tom Dugan 





Officer Kelly eee re Robert Elliot 
SEE eee eee err cerr. (lem Bevans 
Granny Gladden.,............Emma Dunn 

MINNIS fi.0's-4-4'5.4. 8 Bieta? Sess Henry Brandon 

RL SSS 9 William B,. Davidson 
WOPOOTOt Reld sc. cesceccccces Fern Emmett 

SPEED’ 5-9,6:'0'9:90:5 Feet eoeerescsece SONNE BRD 

| . vv 

| Mason SCUESORCRISER VE EP eee SESS Wilbur Mack 

LIU Os 50.5:9)50.55.0 50-05: 06 8550 0 b0 be. Joe Devlin 





| ‘Half a Sinner’ is a romantic pro- 
grammer for Jower-billing. It 
| hardly cause public manifestations 
/of joy in communities where it’s 
|shown, but neither will it get the 
| house manager lynched by outraged 
|; customers. In a word, it's innocu- 
' ous, 
| Yarn deals with a rich, handsome 
| young man who poses as a crook to 
| Galahad a pretty girl out of a tan- 
! gle with mobsters. None of it makes 
| too much sense, but it manages to 
| keep the screen at least flickering 
j with life through most of the foot- 
; age. It’s hardly the narrative bomb- 
; Shell to be expected from the author 
of the blistering anti-war tract, 
‘Johnny Get Your Gun.’ 

John King and Heather Angel are 





handsome enough as the yearning 
couple, but 
minds were on Catalina Island. 
They're not really bad; just preoccu- 
pied. Constance Collier has _ the 
trouping instinct to wham a bit of 
dramatic life into the otherwise 
anemic part of an eccentric old Blue 
Booker, and Walter Catlett contriveés 
a few moments of interest as a gas- 
station attendant, but the rest are 
virtually indistinguishable in the 
misty script. ; 

Production and direction are ade- 
quate, but someone might have 
tipped off the research department 
that Pennsylvania license*tags don't 


GESTAPO 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, May 20. 


M-G release of Maurice Ostrer produc. 


tion, Stars Margaret Lockwood, Rex 
Harrison. Directed by Carol Reed, Screen- 
play, Sydney Gilliat and Frank Launder 


Wellesley; 


from original story by Gordon 
the- 


camera, C. Arthurs. At Cambridge 


Foe coe eae 6en bn 6404 Nuunton Wayne 
Axel Bomaseh.............dumes 


oe .. Felix Aylmer 
OOO csi corcectcccessces WYRROEm Goce 
DOOR ovo cbc sus ssi 00065002 eee Solver 
7” Sree Eliot Makeham 
Kampenfeldt............. Raymond tluntley 
Admiral Hassinger.......... cC, *. France 
RETRO ee Keneth Kent 

Thrill - packed, suspenseful and 


helps, this film is a nifty surprise un- 
der the production charge of Maurice 
Ostrer. U.S. bookers may wince at 


cutting, and once that surplus stowed 
away, film should make a swell sup- 
porting feature whose stars, 


to U. S. marquees. 


secret police, matching 
the British Secret Service in a tussle 
for possession of James Harcourt, as 
the Czech. arms scientist. Harrison’s 
slant on an undercover man is rare 


Bennett ‘ character. Harcourt 
found sanctuary in Britain when the 
Czech invasion came, so his daugh- 


camped, is allowed a phoney escape. 
Boy friend partner on the dash to 
English freedom and a waiting par- 
ent is Paul von Hernried, an all-the- 
time Gestapo chief who eventually 
snaffles the Czech pair back to Ber- 
lin, right under the nose of Harrison. 
in whose charge 
placed. After a host of thrills and 
laughter, he reverses the scoop and 
leads to a climax marking one of the 
film’s few bad spots. It forms a 
cheapening curtain, not exactly 
worthy of preceding stuff. 

A railroad trip toward the Swiss 
border brings in some diverting com- 
edy from Basil Radford and Naunton 
Wayne. Pair make a hit of their 
English tourists caught in Germany 
when war breaks. 
laugh-job in ‘Vanished Lady.’ 


Von Rernried 
Carol 
steadily mounting suspense. 
mounting, 
are high standard. 


SURPRISES RADIO 


- (‘Radio Surprises’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, May 22. 

DPF release of Charles Bouche produc- 
tion. Features Coco Aslin, Andre Bernard, 
Mady Berry, Robert Brunier, Geo, Charley, 
Pierre Dac, Claude Dauphin, Rene Dorin, 
Jacqueline Dumonceau, Jean Marsae, Mare 
guerite Moreno, Peres. Raymond Souplex, 
Jane Sourza. Directed by Marcel Paul, 
Scenario, Maurice Diuamant-Berger and Jean 
Hohain; gags, Souplex and Dac: dialog, 
Rerger and Hohain:; cainera, Rene Gavesu, 
At Cesar, Paris. Running time, 80 MINS, 


Overall 





skill, this pict best illustrates the eld 
adage that ‘too many cooks spoil the 
broth.” Meant more for radio fans 
than cinema enthusiasts, it results in 
a confusing, tiring mess that makes 
it rank as one of the worst films to 
come out of a French studio in some 
time, 

Most of the talent is drawn from 
music-hall stars who have become 
local radio favorites. The plot is 
very flimsy and is used primarily as 
a vehicle to exploit the abundant 
talent: so abundant that they crowd 
each other out in 80 minutes of songs, 
gags and skits. 

Picture may do some biz in sticks. 





their favorites in the flesh. The long 
list of marquee names should serve 
as a come-on. Ravo. 
Elles Etaient Douze 
Femmes 
(They Were 12 Women) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, May 15. 

Francine release of Regina Filmsonor Pro- 
duction, Stars Gaby Morlay, Francoise 
Hosay; features Betty Stockfeld, Micheline 
Presie, Simone Berriau, Nina Myral, Simone 
Renant, Marion Delbo, Mila Parely, Prime- 
rose Perrey, Wainela Stirling, Blanchette 
Brunoy. Adaptation and dialox, Yves 
Mirande; directed by Georges 
camera, Armenise. At 
Running time, #0 MINS, 


Francais, 








More 


suitable to the legit 
i than 


stage 
the screen, ‘Elles 


Etaient 12 


es AAT TOOTS CRS SL ee 


have eight figures. Maybe that’s | 
what was worrying some of the 
players. Hobe. 


Femmes’ is fairly creditable due to 


they play as if their | witty dialog, with 12 femmes and no 


males octuping both principal and 
/minor roles, 
To Francoise Rosay and Micheline 
: Presle, oldest and youngest actress 
of the pic, go all the acting laurels. 
The elderly Rosay scores another 
personal triumph and steals every 
scene in which she a ars, includ- 
ing those with Gaby Morlay, herself 
a vet who knows all the tricks. 
Micheline Presle, still in her teens, 
firmly establishes herself in this 
pic. She's the Deanna Durbin of 
French films and Hollywood ma- 
terial. r) 
To say that there is not the sha- 
dow of a male actor is erroneous: a 
soldier's shadow is thrown against 
the wall in the final scene. Men are 
invisible, but much present charac- 
ters since the women in the film 
do nothing but talk about their men. 
Much of the film’s lush senti- 
mentality is to be excused on the 
grounds that it is a war pic, wnd 
France, being in the middle of a 
conflict, can take this kind of siuff 


| better than neutral cinema-going au- 


' diences. 


atre, London. Running time, 93 MINS, 
Anna Bomasch.........Margaret Lockwood 
a Serer Rex Harrison | 
ee Oe ee Paul von Hernried | 
CE on otc ceu. ea odbeandios me tasil Radford 


Harcourt | 


Despite film’s handicaps, 
including uneven tempo, it is a 
crowd pleaser and should do profit- 
ably in France although little biz 
abroad. 

The story deals with a group of 


; women headed by Mme. Rosay, Betty 


spiced with hokum right where it. 


its running time, but it could do with. 


Stockfeld and Simone Berriau. who 
desire to do some war work, but lack 
the necessary financial means. De- 
spite Mme. Rosay’s pfotests they en- 
list the aid of Miss Morlay, wealthy 
neighbor with an undeserved, tar- 
nished rep. 

Entire group not only works .but 
lives and sleeps in latter's spacious 
and elegant apartment as well. This 


| inevitably leads to all sorts of amus- 


Rex | 
Harrison and Margaret Lockwood, | 
are names already known favorably | 
4 ms mother’s real daughter 
Story takes a flyer at Hitler's; 
them with | 
| encourages 


| 
| 
} 


| 


for a performer on this side, paking | 
something gay and human of his Gus ' 
had | 


ing and romantic complications. The 
upshot is that Miss Morlay’s adopted 
daughter (Micheline Presle) maneu- 
vers matters so that her foster 
(Blanchette 
Brunoy) has her secret affair okayed 
with Mme, Berriau’s mobilized son, 
Mme. Rosay's_ timid 
daughter (Primrose Perrey) to get 
up sufficient courage to floor her 
mother with a verbal outburst, 
thereby gaining new respect for her- 
self in the maternal eyes, getting 
Miss Morlay accepted by all as the 
finest and most respectable member 


| of the group, and last, but not least, 


ter (Miss Lockwood), concentration | 


'one with the women shown 


they had been) 


Pair had similar | 
The stars have rarely done better. | 
impresses favorably. | 
Reed's direction maintains a | 


camera and _ production | 


the reform of catty Mme. Rosay. to 
boot. 

It’s all amusing and nonsensical, 
aided by bubbling, witty dialog. 
Photography is generally good. One 
of the best scenes is the opening 
na 
basement with their masks on dur- 
ing an air-raid. Masks fail, to keep 
women quiet with line of chatter 
emerging despite handicap of gog- 
gled contraptions. Desire to talk 
unhampered finally triumphs over 
instinct of self preservation and 
masks are ripped off. 

Nina. Myral is excellent as Miss 
Morlay’s maid. Simone Berriau. Si- 
mone Renant, Mila Parely are best 
among the minor characters, with 
Miss Stockfeld below form. Ravo. 


L’Heritier De Mondesir 


(‘The Mondesir Heir’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, May 21. 


Ace release of Raoul Plogain production, 


Stars Fernande!l, Elvire Popesco, Jules 
Berry; features Tramel, Gaby Andreev. Di- 
rected .by Robert Valentin. Story, Joucien 
Giudice and Jean Aurenche; dialog, Pierre 
Bose; music, Van Parys. At Murivaux, 
' Paris. Running time, 110 MINS, 


ace : | indifferent. 
Rich in acting, directing and creating | 


where the locals rarely get a peek at | 





At least a score of picts have shown 
Fernandel at his best. ‘L’Heritier de 
Mondesir’ shows him at his worst. 
And what goes for the horse-faced 
comedian goes equally well for El- 
vire Popesco and Jules Berry. 

In each of the three cases, the 
thesps are hardly to blame, since the 
story is flimsy and unconvincing, 
while production and direction are 
All three are uncom- 
fortable in roles in which they try 
their best. The three names will un- 
doubtedly help to draw in the nabes, 
but even at that it should be listed 
among the missing. 

Meant to be a satire on astrology, 
it comes nearer being a satire on 
films themselves. The Baron of Mon- 
desir (whom Fernandel portrays, as 
well as a half dozen of his progeni- 
tors) suddenly dies. Parentless post- 
man Fernandel is revealed as the 
baron’s illegitimate son and heir. and 
he has title and fortune vested on 
him. Miss Popesco, an adventuress, 
and Jules Berry, a phoney astrologer, 
then go to work on the yokel to 
separate him from his bankroll. 

The pickings are easy since Berry 
convinces the slow-witted Fernandel 
that Miss Popesco is his ‘astral sis- 
ter.’ and if any harm comes to her it 
will be visited on him as well. Gag 


_works until Fernandel has a dream 
| in which he visits all his blue-blooded 
/ancestors in heaven—all images of 


| himself, 


| 
| 





Lacombe; | 
Parix. | 


They show him the light, 
and when he wakens, he kicks out 
the fakes and returns to his village 
sweetheart, attractive Gaby Andreu. 
Ravo. 


‘Dulcy’ Nears Takeoff 


Hollywood, June 4. 
Ann Sothern starrer, ‘Dulcy,’ to 
be produced by Edgar Selwyn for 
Metro, goes into work on location at 
Lake Arrowhead June 10. 
S. Sylvan Simon directs, 
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“FOUR SONS’ A TRIUMPH... 


ee ee ( Hollywood Reporter ) 


UP-TO-THE MINUTE, DEEPLY 


MOVING...A LIVING THING! 








(Neil Rau, L. A. Examiner) ea (Daily Variety) 


HUMANESS, 








EXCEPTIONAL 
REMARKABLE TIMELINESS 


(Edwin Schallert, L. A. Times) 


_.. WILL SMACK AUDI- 
ENCES RIGHT BETWEEN 


| (Jimmy Starr, L. A. Herald-Express) 2m 
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It is important to note that, 
with full exhibitor approbation, 
Ta ROMO MER OCERY 2 


pul THIS, AND HEAVEN TOO" 


for special engagements only 
in selected situations. 


BETTE DAVIS .« CHARLES BOYER :.‘ALL THIS, AND HEAVEN TOO’ 


By RACHEL FIELD with JEFFREY LYNN- BARBARA O’NEIL. Virginia Weidler> Henry Daniell» Walter Hampden» George Coulouris 
As ANATOLE LITVAK Production ¢ Screea Play by Casey Robiasoa > Music by Max Steiner © A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 




















18 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 5, 1940 


— 





Prospects on the Neely Bill Veer 
In Favor of Majors After 3 Weeks 
Hearings; Vote on It by Friday 





Washington, June 4. 





Yo Neely Sighs 


Washington, June 4. 


When only three members showed 
'up fer the afternoon session when 
he was called to the stand, Ralph 
Block scored by commenting he felt 
it was ‘fruitless to appear before an 
absent committee.’ The screen scrib- 
bler noted he, like Congressmen, 


| 


tented scribe would want to run the has an ‘obligation to my constitu- 


Hearings on the Neely bill by the! risk of paying a $5,000 fine or spend- ents.’ 


House Interstate Commerce com-/ing a year in jail, penalties that can) one 


mittee came to a close today (Tues- 
day) after more than three weeks 
of testimony. Chairman Clarence 
Lea, Democrat, of California, de- 
clared at once that he will attempt 
to call his committee into executive 
session before the end of the week 
fer a vote on reporting the bill out. 

Encouraging turn of the testi- 
mony of the last three days to op- 
ponents of the measure, plus Lea’s 
anxiety for a quick showdown, 
eugur bad news for Neely ad- 
vocates. Lea, like other California 
reps, is known to be against the 
bill. Were he not certain there are 
sufficient votes in the committee to 
pickle it, he would delay the test, 
it is figured, as a favorable report 
this week might allow time enough 
for the proposed law to come up on 
the floor of the house. | 

After 10 days of testimony that 
was highly heartening to Neely fol- 
lowers, a sudden switch began on | 
Briday (31). Reform groups during | 
the period were badly kicked. 
around by the commitiee. Flat pro- | 
posal was made to them by several | 
ef the lawmakers as to whether | 
they would be satisfied to forget the 











be inflicted under the bill on any- 
ene making false statements in a 
synopsis. Every synopsis reader 
clothes the summary with his own 
experiences and predilections, Block 
observed. 
Kuykendall Quizzed 

Sharp quiz about the degree of 
independence of the MPTOA was 
administered to Kuykendall, who 
used 12,000 words and approximately 
three hours to emphasize that the 
Neely measure won't solve any of 
the industry’s troubles. After ad- 
mitting there are ‘abutvs and ex- 
cesses’ needing correction, the Mis- 
sissippian was subjected to pointed 
questioning by Congressman Mc- 
Granery about the connections and 
interests of several prominent As- 
sociation figures. Skeptical legisla- 
tor wanted to know how ‘independ- 
ent’ were Frank C. Walker, Ed Fay, 
Spyros Skouras, Bob Griffith, Ed 
Schiller and several others who are 
influential in the MPTOA. Kuyken- 
dall had to concede that most of 
those mentioned at one time or an- 
other had some connection with a 


producer-controlled circuit. 


The last of the majors’ big guns 


rest of the bill if a measure was was Freeman, who went into a long 


passed allowing exhibs to reject a 
picture on moral, religious or racial 
grounds. Reformers stated they fa- 
vered such a law, but that it doesn’t 
go far enough and they still want 
the entire Neely bill enacted. 





explanation of how picturés are 


made and aroused resentment 


by dodging numerous inquiries. He 
stirred up a hornet’s nest by admit- 
ting that talent often can review 
scripts before deciding whether to 


_ Last week exhibitors went into ac- | take parts offered and was hard 
tion to explain how benign the dis-' pressed to differentiate between this 
tribs are and to emphasize there is! practice and the refusal to give ex- 


no need for legislative action to cure | phibitors 


industry 


more information about 


Dubious legislator S| what they are getting. ongressman 


were unconvinced, however, won-/| Wolverton kept insisting the prin- 


dering if there isn’t some stage in 
the production or the distribution 
process where the theatre operators 
can ‘be given a fairly concrete idea 
of what they are buying. Most of 
the opponents received rough treat- 
ment, primarily from Congressmen 
James P. McGranery (Democrat) of* 
Pennsylvania and Charles A. Wol- 
verton (Republican) of New Jersey. 

Most controversial matter last 
week was the synopsis clause. Block- 
booking ban was skipped most of the 
time, although there were repetitious 
arguments in favor of the traditional 
leasing technique. Lawmakers were 
specially curious about the reason 
why customers cannot get a rough 
idea what they are buying. 

Most effective arguments against 
the bill were registered by Ralph 
Block, former president of “the 
Screen Writers Guild. Usual protest 
was heard from Ed Kuykendall, Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America president, whose sentiments 
were echoed daily by his followers | 
and other exhibs. 

Leaders of the anti-Neely forces | 
were sure they will win in the end, 
‘but their troops had some very un- 
easy moments on the stand. Quite a 
hazing for Y. Frank Freeman, vice- 
president of Paramount; Kuykendall 
and lesser lights. Most of the ques- 
tions related to their financing, their 
‘independence,’ their all - around 
knowledge of the business, and their 
sense of public responsibility. 


Block’s Strong Point On 
Literary Contradictions 


As the most effective opposition 
erator, Block frankly agreed it is 
possible to write synopses but con- 
tended that any summary would 
have a different meaning to each 
reader. Former SWG head, refer- 
ring ironically to ‘grotesque union of 
widely separated motives’ responsi- 
ble for the legislation, turned to 
Shakespeare and Mark Twain to 
make his point. Escaping the usual 
hazing, Block bullseyed by asking 
whether Hamlet was ‘a madman or 
exceedingly shrewd’ and by quoting 
a passage from Huck Finn that might 
have come from the goriest blood- 
and-thunderer. There are six mur- 
ders, plus a large quota of sex and 
Hlicit passion, in the play about the 
‘Melancholy Dane,’ while many cap- 
able, famous actors, and students of 
literature and the drama, are at odds 
after 300 years over his character, 
Jawmakers were reminded. 

If after years of anaiysis ang de- 
bate, it isn’t possible to decide what 
Shakespeare was up to, not even the 
most carefully-written synopsis will | 





help the exhibs or the public, Block ; ‘absurd’ the D. J. explanation of, Virginia Beach, Va.; 
implied. Especially since no tal-' the conditions which brought about | Thomasville, Ga.; 


ciple works at both ends, although 
the Par exec contended there is a 
difference. 


Par Weuld Sell Supply 
Paramount will be advised by him 


to make films singly, as well as to 
sell individually, and to put drastic 


economies into effect if Congress 


passes the bill, Freeman declared 
With a plant representing several 


millions, contracts (with actors, 
writers and directors) calling for 


$7,000,000 over a period of one to 


three years, and an ‘endless chain’ 


of labor unions to deal with, no pro- 


ducer can run the risks that the 
Neely measure would impose, in his 
estimation. When asked if it is not 
possible at some stage of the process 
to turn out a synopsis, Freeman 
bluntly asserted he would refuse to 
take this step—although he described 
himself as a law-fearing man—be- 
cause of the impossibility of satis- 
fying everybody. 


Keough Calls Synopses 
‘Witch Burning Section’ 
Shortcomings of the individuals, 


not conspiracy, is the reason why 
there aren't more independent pro- 


Any good indie film will be grabbed 
by a major distributor, but the prod- 
uct of fly-by-night outfits cannot be 
handled. Lack of knowledge, capi- 


number of marquee names from the 
free lanee ranks, he observed. 


| Austin C. -Keough, secretary and 


explained it is impossible to fix uni- 
form prices or discounts, reiterated 


clause termed the penalty for per- 
sons transporting films that de not 


act) for distributors to fix minimum 
admissions but illegal 
decision in the Texas case vs. Inter- 
sate Circuit) to ban duals, and beg- 


the anti-trust suit before condemn- 
ing the industry. 


official emphasized. Quotations from 





Neely measure—should not be taken 
as conclusive, he said, assailing the 
‘ex parte statement’ of Assistant 
Atterney General Thurman Arnold 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee 
on the divorcement bill and terming 





PEER eS SS i Nap ame ag nage 


ductions, the Par v. p. explained. 


tal, and supporting players is the 
chief handicap for the indie pro- 
ducers, although they have plenty of 
opportunity and can line up any 
| Summarization was presented by 


general counsel for Paramount, who 
the impracticability of the synopsis; because of 


comply with advance descriptions 
a ‘witch-burning section,’ noted that 
it is legal (under the Miller-Tydings | 


(under the 


ged Congress to await conclusion of 





| Ewcessive interval between road- 
‘show and regular runs for ‘Gore 

With the Wind’ was protested by 

Hugh W. Bruen of Whittier, Cal. 
| After waiting five months to get the 
‘Selznick hit, he booked it for three 
‘days. Returns from the advance 
| seat sale indicate even that is two 
! day too Jong, he wailed. 





Thumbnail Synopses 

Thumbnail synopses that would 
tell exhibs everything they need to 
| know about two of this season’s top- 
'notchers, as suggested by Nat Wil- 
| Liams: 

Life and adventures of Georgia’s 
most famous hussy in Civil War 
days—‘Gone.’ 

Story of a train robber who would 
have been a good film salesman to- 
day—‘Jesse James.’ 








Faith which Mrs. J. K. Beretta of 
Texas had in the Lone Star State’s 
Senators was unfounded. She re- 
cited a resolution which her group 
of women’s clubs sent all of their 
members of Congress urging nega- 
tive votes on the reform legislation. 
Representative Wolverton asked how 
the Senators (Connally and Shep- 
pard voted. Woman opponent was 
sure they were against it ‘because 
they’re very intelligent men.’ Re- 
view of the Congressional Record 
showed, however, Sheppard was re- 
corded for the bill with Connally 
absent and no statement made about 
his position. 

Mrs. William Wood of Georgia 
qualified as an experienced ex- 
hibitor. She indentified herself as 
the operator of ‘two theatres and 
three white elephants.’ 





Not until near the end of the third 
week did the committee hear from 
an exhib who used ‘the-ay-ter’ or 
‘fillum.’ 





the court attack. Keough said he 
did not question the. Government’s 
sincerity but does challenge the fair- 
ness of using its contentions as evi- 
dence before they have been 
weighed. . 

‘I hope it (the New York suit) 
will be the end of gossip and mis- 
representation and that the facts 
about this industry at last will come 
out,’ Par officer remarked. He ob- 
served that in the court room ‘wit- 
nesses must testify under oath and 
not make speeches’ as they have 
been doing at the Congresional hear- 
ing. 





No Fermula for Rentals 

Impossibility of working out a 
formula under the anti-block-book- 
ing provisions was stressed at the 
major’s last turn at “bat. Keough 
mentioned that rentals cannot be 
based on either production cost or 
boxoffice value, because of the im- 
ponderable factors. Films are not 
like chairs or tables, which have a 
measurable worth under almost all 
circumstances. Distributors ‘natur- 
ally try to get all they believe their 
pictures are worth,’ he conceived, 
but the exhibitors also try ‘to pay 
as little as possible.’ Questioned by 
Representatives Lyle Boren of Okla- 
| homa and Carl Hinshaw ef Califor- 
nia about rental yardsticks, he in- 
sisted there cannot be a uniform 
discount and that prices quoted to 
two owners of identical theatres in 
comparable situations must vary 
personalities. Under 
quizzing by Representative Oscar 
Youngdah! of Minnesota, he noted 
that quotations vary as business con- 
ditions in any locality change. Con- 
struction of more attractive neigh- 
borhood houses, he added, has shifted 
trade so that downtown spots often 
pay less than they did some years 
back; the nabes,- of course, have to 
pay more. 

Troop of exhibitors included H. R. 
Berry, Harteville, S. C.; George P. 


| 





Allegations in the Justice Depart-| Aarons, Philadelphia; Harry Zeitz, 
ment suit are not proof, the Par) New 


Bedford; Fred Green, Woon- 
| socket; Roy McMinn, Superior, Wis.; 


the complaint—by advocates of the} Morris Lowenstein, Oklahoma City; 


' J. Luke Gring, Philadelphia; R. N. 
'Smith, Mission, Tex.; Hugh wW. 
Bruen, Whittier, Sal.; O. C. Lam, 
Rome Ga.; Mack Jackson, Alexander 
| City, Ala; Stanley Summer, Cam- 
bridge, Mas:.; William F. Crockett, 
Nat Williams, 








Anti-Trust 








covering much the same ground 
touched on by Williams on Monday. 

Opening the trial on Monday, 
trustbuster Thurman Arnold 
spoke for 55 minutes. Many times 
he seemed to wander far afield and 
without much point as far as this ac- 
tion was concerned. The most im- 
portant point developed by him was 
the statement, ‘If we are to maintain 
an industrial democracy we must 
prevent the private seizure of power, 
which has been done by the motion 
picture business, either through ac- 
quisition or seizure, but so far with 
the acquiescence of the Government, 
which is why we are bringing a civil 
and not a criminal action.’ 


Williams Traces History 
Of Pix Biz From Start 


Paul Williams, assistant attorney- 
general, traced the history of the in- 
dustry. It originated in the 1890's at 
Orange, N. J., declared Williams. 
First there were peep shows, and an 
effort was made to develop a projec- 
tion machine. At the turn of the 
ceutury, flickering was still evident 
in films. Patent companies devel- 
oped and were pooled. In 1908 there 
were about 10 manufacturers of film, 
four in N. Y., four in Chicago, one in 
Philadelphia and one in Orange. 
Films were about 1,000 feet in length 
and had little or no story connected 
with them. A daily service to ex- 
hibitors developed, and the necessity 
of a distribution system or exchange 
sprang up. 

Selling to exchanges which, in 
turn, leased the films developed, and 
then the Motion Picture Patents Co. 
was formed which had a national 
distribution system. 
told of the entry into the business of 
certain veterans such as Adolph 
Zukor, Marcus Loew and William 
Fox, and“the part played by each. In 
the early days, the best films were 
made in France and England, de- 
clared Williams, until Zukor became 
convinced of the possibilities of the 
screen and formed Famous Players 
in conjunction with James K. Hack- 
ett and Daniel Frohman. Integration 
started at an early period in produc- 
tion, and early distribution was 
through the state right market. 

It was felt that distribution should 
be wholly apart from production 
and exhibition, and not under the 
control or domination of either. The 
Paramount Distributing Corp. was 


organized along those lines. Busi- 
ness was growing in leaps and 
bounds with personalities like 


Charles Chaplin and Mary Pickford 
receiving $1,000,000 apiece for a 
year’s work. The cost was in turn 
passed on to the distributor and ex- 
hibitor. Placing of stars under con- 
tract was felt the proper methods of 
controlling the business, which is 
what Zukor was doing. Today, stars 
are loaned, which constitutes a pool- 
ing arrangement, declared Williams, 
something which could not exist in 
a free competitive system. 


Circuits of theatres were formed 
and films were sold to them at bar- 
gain prices because of the power 
they possessed. The exhibitor, angry 
at mounting costs, formed the First 
National Exhibitors movement, 
through J. D. Williams and T. L. 
Talley, which went into production 
on itsown. Many of these exhibitors 
had been customers of Famous Play- 
ers, and Zukor, alarmed at the loss of 
his exhibition field, decided to ac- 
quire theatres. 

Paramount's theatres were then 
outlined for the court. The money 
to buy these theatres was provided 
by Kuhn, Loeb & Co., which loaned 
$10,000,000 for the project. Other 
companies followed suit, and the five 
producer exhibitors were the result. 
The start of each company was out- 
lined briefly by Williams who de- 
clared that of the affiliated theatres, 
Paramount has 1.239 or 44.1 %, 
Loew’s 139 or 11.8%, RKO, 122 or 
7.7%, Warners, 507 or 18%, and 20th- 
Fox, 517 or 18.4%. 

Williams described the methods of 
selling, with branch managers mak- 
ing the deals, and final approval be- 
ing secured in N. Y. He discussed 
long term franchises, preference in 
first runs, and preference to circuits. 
He then explained that blockbooking 
resulted from the necessity of selling 
a year’s program in advance. 

‘Why is that wrong?,’ inquired 
Judge Goddard. 

‘Because it imposes a restriction 





Detroit; William G. Ripley, Long- 
view, Wuash.; Rotus Harvey, San 
Francisco; Mrs. William Wood, 
Washington, Ga; Bob White, Port- 
land, Ore.; and Lyle Wilson, of North 





Thomas McGuire, | Carolina. 
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Williams then | 





Arguments 





on the rights of the exhibitor,’ de- 
clared Williams. ‘His right to select 
pictures is destroyed. He is forced 
by the economic power of the de- 
fendants to buy pictures he does not 
want, in order to secure those he 


does want. The present Neely bi)! 
in Congress is aimed at this evil.’ 


Exhibitors cannot use the product 
of more than two or three companies 
at the most if they play them in full, 
Williams went on to say, and 
through blockbooking many times 
have to play pictures they have no 
need for. Forcing of shorts and 
newsreels was also explained to the 
judge. The importance of a first-run 
through revenue, exploitation, trail- 
ers and newspaper advertising was 
also discussed. 


Williams told the court he is pre- 
paring a chart on clearance to show 
the percentages of revenue received 
from first-runs in affiliated and un- 
affiliated theatres, and the same as to 
subsequent runs. The flow of pic- 
tures from state to state makes the 
theatres a proper subject for anti- 
trust litigaton, declared Williams, 
who stated that theatres are only the 
locks through which films pass in 
interstate canals. Williams said 
there are 282,000 persons in the in- 
dustry, 241,000 in exhibition, 12,500 
in distribution, and 28,500 in pro- 
duction. The defendants only have 
about 2,800 out of 18,000 theatres in 
the country, he said, but the seating 
capacity is far greater in these af- 
filiated theatres, and the revenue re- 
ceived is far greater than the 15,000 
independants combined. 


In all key cities, the majors grant 
first-run privileges to each other, 
and independents must wait. A 
dearth of desirable product is preva- 
lent due to the inability of inde- 
pendents to secure stars or proper 
distribution, 


United Artists, Columbia and Uni- 
versal are included as defendants, 
said Williams, because they have 
joined with the five producer-ex- 
hibitor defendants and made their 
product available to the five first. 
“We say they may have been reluc- 
tant participants,’ said Williams, 
‘put they indulged in many of these 
practices, and that is why they sre 
defendants.’ 


The government does not have to 
prove a division of territory among 
the defendants, it was said, but only 
to show that such a division exists. 


Integration has removed _inde- 
pendent producers, since they have 
no theatres or distribution outlets, 
Williams continued. The majors 
have it in their power to dictate 
terms to independents, and they do. 
A theatre owner will use any means, 
fair or foul, to prevent a competi- 
tor from securing product. ‘We 
must free the industry from this 
——— shouted the prosecu- 
or. 


If a new competitor is About to 
come into the field, he is blocked 
by a theatre owner buying more 
product than he needs or erecting 
an opposition theatre to use the 
product, The Criterion Theatre in 
N. Y. was cited as an example. B. S. 
Moss, after building the theatre, 
tried to get first-run major product, 
but could not. Finally he set up a 
deal with Paramount whereby that 
company agreed to give him con- 
tinued first runs. Loew's, however, 
objected, because of the proximity 
of the State, which only used 10-15 
Paramount pictures yearly. Moss 
agreed to take those that Loew's 
rejected, but the film company re- 
fused to listen to that proposition 
either, and finally the management 
of the theatre was given to Loew's. 


‘National Scale Relief 
Needed’, Govt.’s Plea 


‘This suit came about as a result 
of a study by the attorney general 
in 1936. Prior to that time al] com- 
plaints had been treated as isolated 
matters. In some consent decrees 
were secured, in others, judgments. 
This still did not help. What was 
needed was national scale relief. 
The complaints were only symptoms 
of the disease, which was in the in- 
dustry itself,’ said Williams. ‘The 
theory of the suit and the Sherman 
act is to protect free enterprise and 
open competition. Films are not 2 
retail outlet to the public. Films 
never go to the public. The theatres 
and projection machines are the 
actual consumer, What is given the 
public is the right to watch the 
film.’ Here Williams hesitated a 
moment, and after conferring with 
his assistants, declared that he was 
finished, 
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Long Trial 
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the complaint is devoted to alleged 
monopolistic practices in the con- 
duct of production, including unfair 
restraints with respect to lending of 
stars, directors and writers among 
the studios, the main contention of 
the Government hinges on distribu- 
tion and exhibition practices. 

In this connection, defense coun- 
gel viewed in Judge Goddard’s court 


_a large map of the United States on 


which were indicated, by dots and 
circles of various hues, the location 
ot every theatre owned, operated, 


and controlled by the five majors— ' 


Paramount, Loew’s, Warner Bros., 
RKO Radio and 20th Century-Fox. 
Cities in which most or all of the 


companies maintain film exchanges ; 


also were marked and the legend on 
the exhibit further indicated the 
existence of pooling arrangements. 
It was stated on the exhibit that the 
map was prepared by the Govern- 
ment on information furnished by 
the defendant companies in reply to 
questions ‘No. 50-52,’ which had been 
collated during the pre-trial period. 


Proceedings commenced with a 
statement to the court by Paul D. 
Williams, member of the anti-trust 
staff, that the Government waived 
any question of the propriety of 
Judge Goddard to sit on the case. 
Correspondence was placed in the 
record that the property on which 
the Trent theatre, at Lynchburg, Va., 
stands is owned by Mrs. Goddard's 
family. Disclosure of this fact, to- 
gether with the additional informa- 
tion that J. B. Trent, one-time oper- 
ator of the theatre, is a prospective 
Government witness, was known 
several weeks ago to counsel and 
the matter was quickly disposed of 
when representatives of the majors 
agreed to waive any objection to 
Judge Goddard’s fitness because of 
the coincidence. 


Other Gov't Victories 


Thereafter Thurman Arnold, fresh 
from anti-trust victories in the Ethyl 
Gas case, the Chicago Milk issue and 
the Madison Oil prosecution, out- 
lined the meaning, significance and 
general intent of the Sherman act 


in its application to the film indus- | 


try. Arnold’s legal philosophy is 
well known through his writings on 
the subject of illegal monopoly, 
cartels, vertical controls in industry 
and restraint combinations. Defense 
counsel listened gravely while he 
outlined the case. He was not per- 
mitted to go far afield in his illus- 
trations and references. Judge God- 
dard interrupted when Arnold 
started to quote from Stanton Grif- 
fis’ recent Los Angeles address, and 
Judge Thomas D. Thatcher, chief 


of Paramount counsel, raised a point | 


as to the relevancy of the industrial 
history of modern Germany, as ex- 
pounded by Arnold, and the case be- 
fore the court. Otherwise, Arnold 
proceeded apace with constant legal 
parallelisms between films, Sjplumb- 
ing, oil, gas and milk, with side 
trips into the special legislation 
which governs the bituminous coal 
industry and Iowa farmers, whose 
combinations and price fixings are 
beyond the range of the anti-trust 
laws. 

With rather deft humor, Williams 
resumed as Government spokesman 
with the remark that he had been 
wondering for some time how he 


could be mdst helpful to the court | 
and how he could best expedite the | 


proceedings. He had come to the 


conclusion, he said, that the quick- | 


est and most illuminating plan was 
to start at the very beginning and 
tell the story from the start. 

Which is what he did, beginning 
with Thomas A. Edison’s kinetoscope 
invention and continuing through 
the years. It was interesting and 
instructive. 

He will get to the map of 2,500 
affiliated theatres later. 


Rockefeller 


L_____ Continued from page 3 


Society of Canada was granted $19,- 
380 for the same purpose. 


Vassar college received $17,500 
toward the cost of a report on the 
Federal Theatre Project and of a 
Survey of practical methods for the 
promotion of community drama on a 
national basis. The Studio Theatre 
School of Buffalo was given $25,000 
for the development of its school and 
community program in drama, and 
the National Theatre Conference got 
$25,000 to provide fellowships for 
advanced training in drama. Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, 
N. J., was given $30,000 for research 
in the control of sound and light for 
dramatic purposes. 

Foundation also granted $60,000 to 








the Boston Symphony Orchestra for 
support of the annual Berkshire 
Symphonic Festival, Stockbridge, 
Mass. Plan is to establish a center 
for musical education which will 
provide six weeks of instruction un- 
der Serge Koussevitzky, conductor 





,of the Boston Symphony. 
ithe final week of the August con- 


During 


'certs all the selections played are to 
| be new symphonies by American 
|composers. There will also be 
courses of various kinds for 50 ad- 
,; vanced students and 400 others. 

| All the above grants came under 
j the Foundation’s heading of ‘humani- 
| ties,” which received total grants of 
| $992,180. Grants in all fields during 
j the year totalled about $9,500,000. 


Schenck’s Tax 
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1935 on the sale of stock to Roland 
West ,operator of the Thelma Todd 
Inp, in Hollywood, and to William 
Goetz. In the first instance a loss 
of $173,228 was claimed on the sale 
of 67.707 shares of stock of Com- 
pania Mexicana de Aqua Caliente, 
to West for $50,000, and a loss of 
$102,742 on the sale of 133,844 shares 
, Of Aqua Caliente Jockey Club stock 
ito Goetz for $5,000. 


Schenck is also charged with hav- 
| ing stated he had no financial trans- 
sactions with Bioff other than the 
purchase of stock for him, when 
actua!ly he gave him $100,000 through 
his nephew. - 

Schenck is accused of having com- 
mitted perjury in testifying that he 
bought stock of 20th-Fox for Bioff 
at $19-520.50 a share and gave him 
; 1,000 shares for which the labor 

leader paid him in cash. It is charged 
| that Bioff received the 1,000 shares 
|; but paid no cash. Perjury is also 
|claimed in stock purchased by 
Schenck of the Continental Can Co., 
Consolidated Oil, and  20th-Fox, 
which the film executive claims 
Biof paid him $50,000 for. It is 
claimed that Bioff did not. pay one 
;}cent for the stock. Schenck will 
| probobly be arrainged later on dur- 
| ing this week or next for a pleading. 





| 
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This and other policies has built 
much good will for it. 


Had it not been for the beginning 
of the U. S. anti-trust suit Monday 
(3), the Neely bill hearings in Wash- 
ington and other matters that in- 
terfered, most of the majors would 
not have held their conventions as 
early this year as they did. And, 
even so, this year’s meetings were 
later than last year. Expressed in 
| major distribution circles that there 
was no hurry to sell but all were 
anxious to get the conventions them- 
selves out of the way. 
| While it is anyone’s guess just 
| what turns selling may take, due to 
the war and other disturbing factors, 
in the sales field it is felt many 
changes can occur as well as a cur- 
tailment of product. Stand taken 
now, with the future so uncertain, is 
‘that there is plenty of time to cet 
| into the heavy selling, with 40-41 
product not starting to go on re- 
lease until Aug. 15 or Sept. 1. In the 
case of most majors, it’s the latter 
date. 








Long Weekend 
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and Sammy Kaye at the Strand; and 
‘Typhoon,’ plus Tony Martin-Charlie 
Barnet at the Paramount. In spite 
of the favorable weather and the 








parks, races, etc., the matinee busi- 
ness was exceptionally heavy. Satur- 
day (1) was good but Sunday (2), 
| notably on matinee, Was off. 
Across the country a similarly 
large turnout was reported. Major 
sports drew in excess of a half-mil- 
lion. A combined total of 237,828 
persons saw seven double-headers in 
as many cities. An all-time record 
for baseball may have been set had 
| not the Pittsburgh-St. Louis double- 


| header been rained out. 


| Indianapolis auto races drew 142,- 


/ 000. Horse racing, at six tracks 
| from coast to coast, attracted a grand 
! total of 198,246, including the 41,859 
| drawn by Belmont Park. At Boston 
| the races had a total of 46,500. 


BRUCE IN COL. PAIR 
Hollywood, June 4. 
Virginia Bruce closed a deal to 
star in two pictures for Columbia 
| within the next year. 
Stories, still untitled, 
i writing mill 








are in the 


‘| brook was ousted as financial sec- 


: } case 
thousands who were at the fair, ball | 
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of additional jobs will be created for 
extras. 


Ban on process shots was dropped 
by the SAG after Thurman Arnold, } 


special assistant U. S. attorney gen- 
eral, announced that such practices 
by labor crafts constituted a viola- 
tion of the anti-trust law and said 
that if they were continued prosecu- 
tions would be instituted. Only re- 
cently a major company called only 
28 extras in a racetrack scene where 
formerly hundreds of atmosphere 
players would have been given 
work. 


Pat Casey’s Showdown 


Pat Casey, producer labor contact, | 
checked out for east last week for 
conferences with union leaders in 
Chicago and New York. It also was 
understood there might be a show- 
down in New York on whether the 
producer-labor studio basic agree- 
ment is to be continued or whether 
it will be sacked and all labor ne- 
gotiations transferred to Hollywood 
where most of negotiations recently 
have been handled by Fred Pelton. 


Request of Screen Cartoonists 
Guild for a basic agreement cover- 
ing employes of Metro cartoon de- 
partment will be discussed temor- 
row (Wed.) at a parley between an 
SCG committee and Fred Pelton. 
Cartoonists will be represented by 
attorney George E. Bodle, Herbert 
Sorrell, business representative of 
Moving Picture Painters Local 644, 
and William Littlejohn, SCG prexy. 


Henry Grace has been elected 
president of the Society of Motion 
Picture Interior Decorators for a 
two-year term. Other officers are 
Hugh Hunt, vice-prexy, and Ray 
Moyer, secretary-treasurer. Members 
of the board of directors are Henry 
Grace, Walter Scott, George Sawley, 
Hugh Hunt, Clarence Steenson, Glen | 
Thompson, Ray Moyer, Ira Webb and | 
Howard Bristol. 


Members of Laborers and Utility 
Employes Local 727 of the [nterna-' 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage) 
Employes have authorized J. O. | 
Northbrook to examine the office} 
records to prepare a defense to his | 
trial set for Friday (14). North- | 





retary on charges of inefficiency pre- 
ferred by Zeal Fairbanks, business 
representative of the local. 


IATSE Conv. 
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clamoring that the mother organiza- 
tion remove leaders charged with 
racketeering and other offenses. 

Various unions in the AFL are 
autonomous and democratically run 
by their memberships, Green claimed, 
thus precluding any ‘supergovern- 
ment at the top’ which could remove 
officials of subsidiary units. 

Confabs will run on until Friday 
or Saturday, depending upon how 
much business there is. Secretary- 
treasurer’s as well as president’s re- 
port was slated for today while the 
general exec board and resolutions 
committee will report tomorrow. 
Nomination of officers will take 
place Thursday and election on| 
Friday. Grievance committee will | 
have its say on Friday also. 


Reelection Certain 


Despite the Schenck indictment 
and charges against the IA officials, 
no trouble is foreseen from the well- 
oiled delegate setup in reelecting 
present execs. Nevertheless the | 
manner in which the Government’s 
against the 20th-Fox head 
broadened charges against Bioff 
caused an excited buzz among the 
delegates. Schenck mamtains his 
‘$100,000 payment to-Bioff was a 
loan which was repaid,’ but the Gov- | 
ernment is charging otherwise. It 
was given to Bioff after a threatened | 
nationwide strike of film industry 
employes in 1937 in which Bioff 
repped the union and Schenck the 
Producers Association. 


} 
Browne, on his arrival in nel 
; 
| 
| 





ville Sunday for a closed executive 
board session, came to the defense 
of Bioff and Nick Circella, alias | 
Dean, who also has a Chicago police 
record. He brushed off criticism of | 
the men because their difficulties | 
with the law occurred so long ago. | 
Circella, who is personal rep for 
Browne in Chicago, as Bioff is in 
Hollywood, was sentenced to jail in | 
1916 for assault to commit murder | 
and to rob. In 1922 he was indicted | 
for holdup of a bank messenger, but 
the case was not pressed. Of Cir- | 
cella, Browne declared: ‘He is a | 
good union man, too. My God, his | 
troubles were some 20 years ago.’ \ 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Despite Orson Welles’ assertion last week that he still hopes to do 
‘Heart of Darkness’ for RKO, there’s some question whether he could 
do so under the regulations of the Screen Actors Guild contract with the 
studios. Actor-producer-director said he intends making ‘Heart’ with the 
original cast he anounced last summer. But that would involve prohibi- 
waa salary costs, or RKO would have to obtain a drastic concession from 

Under the SAG regulations, any actor signed for a certain picture must 
be paid for all time from the moment the contract goes into effect untid 
the picture is completed. Such an actor may be dropped from the cast 
and his contract thereby terminated, but if he is reassigned to the picture 
he must be paid for all the intervening time. And if production is not 
begun on time, or if it is interrupted, the actor must be paid continuously 
until the contract expires or is terminated. 








Bing Crosby’s next outside picture will not be for Universal. Current 
indications are that the singing star will deal with Warners or RKO, both 
of which have sent out feelers for the film he makes away from Paramount 
on the 1940-41 program. Reports are that Crosby burned when U rushed 
the release of his last picture, ‘If I Had My Way,’ ahead of its original 
schedule and placed it in direct competition with his Paramount film, 
‘Road to Singapore’. Crooner figures on an outside job this year after his 


vacation following completion of his current Par assignment, ‘Rhythm on ‘ 


the River’. 

Bing Crosby’s outside film deals usually call for $150,000 for himself, a 
10% commission ($15,000) extra for his brother-manager, Everett, and also 
a $20,000 fee for the writing services of his favorite songsmiths, Jimmy 
Monaco and Johnny Burke. 





A biography of the White House by Charles Hurd of the Washington 
staff of the New York Times is attracting considerable interest from stu- 
dios as possible film material. 

Manuscript of the book, to be published by MacMillan in the fall, has 
been going the rounds of story departments during the past week. It 
traces the history of the home of the presidents from a period prior to its 
burning by the British in the War of 1812 until the present day . 





While they are also beginning to negotiate deals on the 1940-41 product, 
RKO’s sales forcés have been instructed by Ned E. Depinet to move pic- 
tures on the current season (’39-40) on which exhibitors are stalling. 

Mentioning several films on which there hasn’t been sufficient time to 
satisfy the home office, Depinet has ordered the men to get back into their 
territories and get dates on them. 





Due to widespread interest in the speech made by President Roosevelt 
Sunday (26), all 10 San Antonio Interstate theatres, rebroadcast the talk 
through the houses’ public.address systems. Newspaper ads Saturday and 
Sunday, and also through spot announcements on all five local radio sta- 
tions, trailerized this stunt. 


RKO filed additional data with the New York Stock Exchange required 
by the Securities & Exchange Act of 1934 last Friday (31) and the ex- 
change and SEC subsequently okayed transactions in the company’s new 
securities. Exchange ruled that the new RKO issues should be listed not 
later than July 1. 

Because thus far RKO has made no indication that it will hurry start of 
actual transactions in the new shares, it is probable that trading in the 
new stocks will not be begun until next month. 





Fundamentals of picture sound projection and sound equipment are exe 
plained in simplified language in a convenient sized handbook for projec- 
tionists put out last week by RCA Photophone. Book was prepared under 
the supervision of W. L. Jones, RCA national service chief, and Adelph 
Goodman, assistant manager. 


New York Theatres 


GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


GWTW will not be shown except 
at advaticed prices, at least until "41 


ASTOR 2.2 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 























PARAMOUNT -. 






“Way - — 
All Flesh” | Harry sames 


McDaniels 
Bea Wain 
Midnite Screen Shows 
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LAST 3 DAYS 


"21 DAYS 
TOGETHER" 


UNITED RIVOLI Broadway 


ARTISTS at 49th St. 
Doers Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 











OPENS FRIDAY, JUNE 7 


EDW. G. ROBINSON 
“BROTHER ORCHID” 


A New Warner Bros, Success 
In Person 


JIMMY DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 
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Air-Conditioned 


Starts Thursday 


Spencer Tracy in his 
nrost euistanding 
performance ! 


Breadwar @ Gist Street 


SPENCER TRACY as 
“EDISON, THE MAN” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





















Starts Thur., June 6 
“REGECCA” 
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Melody of 1910" In Person > ’ 
tttinn Irving Caesar 
In Person Borrah Minevitch's 
BOB HOPE Harmonica Rascals 






& His Original | “Think-a-Drink” 
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Theatre Sues Public Service Co. For 


Fire; Exchange Personnel Moves: 


Clarksburg, W. Va., June 4. 

Clarksburg Theatre Co. filed suit 
against the Monongahela West Penn 
Public Service Co. for $185,000, based 
on damages to the Robinson Grand 
destroyed by fire a little over a 
year ago and now rebuilt. 

The public service company had 
a contract to instal an air-condition- 
ing plant. A sub-contractor had 
men on the roof doing metal work 
at the time the fire broke out, through 
an accident. The blaze spread 
quickly. Within an hour the audi- 
torium and stage were in ruins. 

Claude Robinson, the manager, at 
once announced the house would be 
rebuilt and it opened some time ago. 


WB A. C. Shifts 
Atlantic City, June 4. 

Frank Zehringer will manage the 
Warner 4.500-seater on Boardwalk 
when it reopens June 20. 

Herbert L. Copelan, WB zone man- 
ager here, announced David Kaplan 
would be brought from Philly to take 
over management of Virginia. Law- 
rence Peterson, present manager of 
Virginia, elevated to manager 
Stanley, on Boardwalk. 

Suburban Margate and Ventnor 
(Wieland-Lewis chain) to start con- 
tinuous shows June 15, after week- 
enders since fall. 





of | 





Longo in Milt Harris Spot 
Cleveland, June 4. 

Joseph P. Longo from Loew's Bos- 
ton theatres became new publicity 
director for circuit's four CleveJand 
houses last week. Replaced Milt 
Harris, who quit to join Jack Benny 
on Coast as unit manager. Longo 
was Joseph A. DiPesa’s assistant in 
Boston for five years and formerly 
worked for U. A. Latter remains as 
is, and Al Longo succeeds his brother 
in Boston, 

Variety Club’s new clubrooms in 
Hotel Allerton were formally un- 
wrapped Saturday (1) by Chief 
Barker Nat L. Leston with a dance 
and shindig for members and out-of- 
town showmen. By taking over an 
extra room the club has increased 
* seating capacity 40%, with new 
lounge room and bar. Assisting Bert | 
-Stearn, chairman of the affair, were | 
Nat Wolf, Charles Albert, Eddie Mil- 
ler and Al Gregg. ; 





Elmo Heads Par, Cleve. 
Pittsburgh, June 4. 

George Elmo, Par salesman here 
for several years, has just been 
made manager of Cleveland branch. 
He succeeds Duke Clark, who moves 
to Los Angeles office as successor to 
late Carroll Peacock, who died last 
week. Both men take over their 
new duties at once. Elmo only re- 
cently became a member of Par’s 
100% club, which won him trip to 
Hollywood for Par convention with 
local branch chief Dave Kimmel- 
man. 

Replacement for Elmo on Par's 
Pittsburgh sales force will be 
named sometime this week. 

Flock of managerial shifts and pro- 
motions just announced by Harris 
Amus. Co. Morty Henderson moves 
from William Penn to Perry, with 
Harry Segal, of Family, replacing 
Henderson. Henry Miller moves 
from Beechview to Family, and John 
P. Harris, son of Frank J. Harris, 
head of circuit, goes from Palace to 
Beechview. Robert Keller, formerly 
of the Alvin staff, serving as relief 
manager for the theatre chain, has 
been spotted in Harris’ place at the 
Palace. 











Hugh Owen to Atlanta 

Hugh Owen was named United 
Artists southern district manager 
Monday (3) by Harry L. Gold, v.p. 
and eastern sales manager. He suc- 
ceeds Dave Prince, resigned. 

Owen has been in charge of the 
Dallas branch for UA. His head- 
quarters as southern menager will 
be in Atlanta, his home town. 





Hampton’s News Post 
Spartanburg, S. C., June 4. 
Nelson Hampton, manager of State, 

Wilby-Kincey’s newest local house, 
resigned, effective June’ 15, to head 
promotion for Spartanburg (S. C.) 
Herald-Journal. Successor unan- 
nounced. 





Schine’s Par, Glens Falls 
Glens Falls, N. Y.. June 4. 
Effective June 1, the Paramount 
here is being operated by the 
Schines. George E. Brown remains 
manager, and same policy prevails. 
The Strand, Hudson Falls; Rialto, 
Empire and Paramount here, all have 
come under the supervision of Mil- 
ton A. Schosberg. city manager, and 
also manager of the Rialto. 





Switows’ Facelifting 
Louisville, June 4. 
Alterations are in progress on the 
Kentucky, Switow Bros. downtown 
subsequent, which will add a balcony 
and new rest rooms to the house, as 
well as an 
largest in the city. House has been 





NEW CORPORATE STOCK 
SETUP FOR N. C.-PAR CO. 


Greensboro, N. C., June 4. 

Amendment to the charter of 
North Carolina Theatres, Inc., oper- 
ating in a number of cities of the 
state, with home office here, where- 
by the capital stock is increased 
from 1,500 to 10,500 shares, has been 
issued by the secretary of state and 
filed here. Holders of each of the 
1,500 shares assented to the change, 
brought about to permit future ex- 
pansion. 

Of the new total of stock 5,250 
are class A and 5,250 Class B securi- 
ties of no par value but equal voting 
and control stock. Herbert F. Kincey, 
Charlotte, is listed as agent of the 
corporation and_ principal share- 





| holder is Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
| by Barney Balaban, president, 747 


shares. 


OHIO FULL OF 
FREE PIX FOR 
MERCHANTS 


Burton, O., June 4. 

Outdoor pictures have been re- 
sumed here for the summer, spon- 
sored by the merchants group. Free 
films every Saturday night through- 
out the summer. j 

Merchants claim the pix shows 
bring in business from the rural 
districts, mostly from communities 
where there are no filmeries. 











Wayne, O., June 4. 
Wayne; O., business men began 
their annual summer series of free 
motion pictures, 





Arcadia; O., June 4. 
Free motion pictures will be given 
on the street here every Tuesday 
night this summer. 





Cygnet, O., June 4. 
Business men here are sponsoring 
free picture shows each Tuesday 


| evening during’ the summer. 





‘Md.’ Set for Balto 


Dual preem is definitely set for 
July 10 in Baltimore for 20th-Fox’s 
‘Maryland,’ picture to play day-and- 
date at New and Centre there. Na- 
tional release of picture is July 19. 

A local exploitation campaign will 
include civic festivities, in which 
Gov. O’Connor .of Maryland will 
participate. 








| 
|| ‘Heaven-Too’ 


Continued from page & 


June 14, and Strand. Hartford, June 
18 














‘Heaven’ had been sold to the Mu- 
sic Hall prier to decision of WB to 
push the picture through special 
treatment in exhibition. While WB 
discussed the thought of putting it 
into the Center instead of on a road- 
show basis and also there as well as 
day-and-daie in the Hall, it is now 
virtually set that the film will play 
the Hal! only, but at upped admis- 
sions, it is said. 

Plan is to place ‘Heaven’ in the 
Hall at a 75c minimum matinee and 
$1.10 evenings. This is the same 
scale as ‘Gone’ got at the Capitol last 
winter. Hall would have four show= 
ings of the Charles Boyer-Bette 
Davis starrer, two up to 6 p.m. and 
two in the evening. Hall manage- 
ment declines to confirm this plan. 

If the policy of merchandising 
‘Heaven’ along lines set up by War- 
ners is successful, the company will 
do the same on other pictures, hav- 
ing next in mind ‘Sea Hawk.’ This, 
like ‘Heaven,’ is a °39-40 picture and 
has been sold. It also has around 
11,000 accounts signed for it and re- 
lease will be in August. 

In a statement, Grad Sears says: 

‘Only by giving such unusual pic- 
tures as ‘All This and Heaven, Too’ 
the special treatment that their qual- 
ities deserve can a fair return be ob- 
tained for both the exhibitor and 
the producer. This special handling 
will insure the continuance of pic- 
tures of the highest quality in the 
future, despite the almost complete 
loss of the foreign markets here- 
tofore available as an important 
source of revenue.’ 

In setting up special engagements 
on ‘Heaven,’ all accounts will be in- 
vited to see the film first. 

WB will put a special field ex- 
ploitation force behind the picture 
and is planning to spend around 
$250,000 advertising it, in addition to 
the $50,000 already spent in advance. 


Mayor Kelly of Chicago 
Asks for ‘Rockne’ Preem 


‘Life of Knute Rockne’ may have 
its world premiere in Chicago, whose 
Mayor Kelly has made a bid to have 
it first shown in that city, not far 
from South Bend’s Notre Dame. It 
would be in September, if arranged. 

Music Hall, N. Y., has already dis- 








-| cussed getting the picture from War- 


ners, 


— 





Morris Leaves N.Y. City 
Staff for Indie Pic Co. 


Richard L. Morris, Jr., resigned last 
week from the staff set up by Mayor 
LaGuardia to promote filming ac- 
tivity in New York to join Film As- 
sociates, Inc. FA, headed by Felix 
Greene, former American rep for the 
British Broadcasting Corp., comprises 
six partners, including Aldous Hux- 
ley, the author, 

Morris has been named production 
assistant and left immediately after 
his appointment for Whiffen, Ga., to 
join Greene and Henwar Rodakie- 
wicz, another of the partners, in 








nabes in Louisville, New Albany and 
Jeffersonville, Ind., as well as sev- 
eral other southern Indiana towns, 
and the local house will be virtually 
a showcase for the top product ob- 
tainable. 

Switow Bros. recently opened a 
new neabe in South Louisville, the 
Cozy, which embodies many new 
developments in theatre construc- 
tion. 





Keough’s Addition 
San Diego, June 4. 

James C. Keough, San Diego 
showman, has taken over-La Paloma 
in Encinitas. Trying single features 
at 40c top with plenty of shorts and 
four changes weekly. Various mem- 
bers of Keough family also operate 
nabe houses in Szn Diego, Ocean 
Beach and El Cajon. 


Shumow to K. C. 
Kansas City, June 4. 
Switch in’ bookers brought in Shel- 
‘don Shumow at Metro. Comes from 
Des Moines. Woody Sherrill left the 
|\K. C. office to take over as head 
booker at Des Moines. 











| 
| 





Memphis Under Par’s Memphis 
Dallas, June 4. 
As of June 1, the Memphis area has 
,been added to the Dallas Par terri- 
{tory, Hugh Braley, local manager, 
|announced last week as he left for 
'Memphis to discuss sales problems 





elaborate marquee, | under the new regime. 


Among- those meeting with him 


operated by the Switows fer the | were Bernard Brager, Fred Larned, 
past 20 years, and has done con- iT. W. Bridge, L. A. McClintock, Wal- 


sistently good business in all that 


ter Weins, C. H. Weaver and Hey- 


time. Switows operated severalwood Simmons. 
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making the outfit’s first picture. It’s 
a documentary on Negro education 
financed by the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion. 

Morris is a nephew of Newbold 
Morris, prez of New York’s City 
Council. He was assistant to Her- 
man Levin in the eastern produc- 
tion promotion setup. 


Robinsun’s Sea Saga 





Hollywood, June 4. 
Jack London's eld yarn, ‘The Sea 
Wolf,’ is the next picture on Ed- 
ward G. Robinson's schedule, fol- 
lowing -completion of ‘The Man 
From Fieet Sireet.’ 
Lioyd Bacon directs. 





‘Mountie’s’ Canada Preem 


Hollywood, June 4. 
Cecil B. deMille is preeming his 
Paramount picture, ‘Northwest 
Mounted Police,’ in Ottawa, Canada, 
on Thanksgiving Day. 
Film will be released a week later. 





O’Brien’s Jack Londoners 


Hollywood, June 4. 
Dario Faralla_ signed George 
O’Brien for a series of six pictures 
based on Jack London's character, 
‘Smoke Ballew.’ 
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Columbia release is being nego- | 


Frank Patriotic Appeal Puts ‘Flop 
‘Abe Lincoln’ Over in One Town 





‘STUMP THE EXPERTS’ 
ON STAGE HYPES BIZ 


Vancouver, B. C., June 4. 
‘Stump the Experts’ quiz, weekly 
stage stunt at the Capitol, here, is 
drawing good houses and heavy pub- 
licity in the local dailies. News- 
paper readers supply the questions 
and localites do the experting. Dick 
Diespecker, newspaperman, m.C. $. 
Contest is a tieup between the 
Capitol and the Vancouver Daily 
Province. 


RKO'S 13 INDIE 
PROD. UNITS 
FOR 1940-4 








RKO’'s lengthy list of indie pro- 


ducers and productions for 1940-41 
makes the company a close runner- 
up to United Artists on this score. 
With 13 outside production units 
working for it, RKO has exactly the 
same as UA, which is exclusively a 
distributing agency for indie film- 
makers. RKO, however, will have 
a few less pictures, probably under 
20, to UA's 28. 

RKO will have more of its 53 pic- 
tures coming from outside sources 
than ever in its history, or of any 
company except UA. Indies during 


1939-40 will have accounted for 13 
films on RKO’s schedule, the pre- 
vious high mark. And there are at 
least three more producers for the 
coming season than for 1939-40. 

RKO’s willingness to distribute the 
product of independent makers has 
as its basis the same reasoning be- 
hind the interest of all studios in this 
type material. It cuts down both 
the outlay and potential loss from 
films, while giving the company a 
goodly supply to keep its distribu- 
tion system functioning at the lowest 
possible overhead for its own films. 

Deals held by the various RKO 
producers vary with their needs. 
While some producers merely hand 
their product over for distribution 
on a percentage basis—it’s usually 
around 35% for RKO, 65°% to the 
producer—others are aided in their 
financing by the distributing com- 
pany. It’s understood that RKO 
doesn’t actually do much financing 
itself, except to very limited degree, 
but is very helpful to the producers 
in arranging banking tieups for the 
coin, It is willing to forego certain 
of a distrib’s ordinary prerogative i. 
favor of the banks, which facilitates 
borrowing. Banks are allowed to 
get all of their coin out first. 

The Lineup 

RKO’s indies and their plans in- 
clude: 

Harold Lloyd, who is to make 
‘Three Girls and a Gob,’ which was 
originally on the present year’s slate. 
Maureen O’Hara will be starred. 

Gene Towne and Graham Baker, 
who work under the banner of The 
Play’s the Thing Productions, wil] 
do ‘Little Men,’ from Louisa May 
Alcott’s famous book, and ‘How to 
Meet a Man.’ Towne and Baker 
promised four for 1939-40, but will 
have turned in only ‘Swiss Family 
Robinson’ and ‘Tom Brown's School 
Days.’ 

Harold B. Franklin, a newcomer 
to RKO, has completed ‘The Villain 
Still Pursued Her’ for next season's 
release. 

Stephens-Lang Productions, which 
completed its schedule of three ‘Dr. 
Christian’ films for 1939-40, will do 
another trio for next year. 

United Producers Corp., another 
new # outfit, headed by William 
Hawks and in which Ronzeld Colman 
has an interest, will produce at least 
one Colman starrer, 

Voco Productions (Jack Votion 
and Sam Coslow) are making 
‘Dreaming Out Loud,’ starring Lum 
and Abner. They've never produced 
for RKO before. 

Jerry Brandt and Charles Ford's 
Pyramid Pictures will do three 
Scattergood Baines stories. 

Lou Ostrow’s Vogue pictures will 





Minneapolis, June 4. 


In an unusual appeal to the pa- 
triotism of citizens in Sioux Falls, 
S. D., manager Joe Floyd attracted 
profitable business to the engage- 
ment of ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
which has finished a run at the 
Hollywood theatre. His campaign 
included quarter page advertise- 
ments in the Sioux Falls dailies, 
which carried a 48-point type dis- 
play of a banner line reading, ‘The 
Biggest Flop in History.’ 

Sustaining copy carried the fol- 
lowing statement: 

‘I shall speak frankly! ‘Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois’ is the biggest flop in 
the history of the show business. It 
is the greatest motion picture in his- 
tory. The RKO-Radio studios spent 
a fortune in money to produce it. 
I won’t attempt to describe its mag- 
nificent story ... its amazingly won- 
derful cast ... nor the way it holds 
you engulfed in wondrous entertain- 
ment that puts all previous produc- 
tions to shame. The cruel fact re- 
mains that the theatre-going public 
of America, from New York to 
’Frisco, is shunning this top picture 
of the century. The public is de- 
priving itself of the grandest enter- 
tainment ever conceived on the 
screen. What pains me most, the 
men, women and children of the 
United States are proving quite 
clearly that they care not to share 
the heartaches, the joys and the ad- 
ventures of the one man who bied 
his heart for the well being of al¥ 
The Great Emancipator is a for- 
gotten man, 

‘I shall show ‘Abe 
Illinois’ on the Hollywood theatre 
screen beginning Saturday. It may 
be that Sioux Falls is where Ameri- 
canism rises to fullest glory ... 
where. the art of fine entertainment 
is most appreciated. If so, then this 
frank statement of facts is well jus- 
tified. I hope so sincerely, because I 
should hate to see another city shrug 
its shoulders at the kind of a story 
that is fast disappearing from the 
world today.’ 

That the exploitation was effective 
was proved by the better than usual 
attendance and the fact that the 
‘challenge’ prompted editorial com- 
ment and news stories. 

Eddie Ruben is duplicating the 
Floyd campaign in other cities of 
the northwest circuit. 


New Director Combo 
At U Draws ‘Margie’ 


Hollywood, June 4. 

First directorial job for Otis Gar- 
rett and Paul Gerard Smith, screen 
writers, is ‘Margie’ at Universal, one 
of the series of pictures based on 
old song titles. 

Co-directors gave the starting 
signal yesterday (Mon.), working 
from script by Erna *Lazarus and 
Scott Darling. 











Withers Acting Again 


Hollywood, June 4. 
Grant Withers took a leave of ab- 
sence from his producer job at Mon- 
ogram to step into an actor role in 
‘Men Against the Sky’ at RKO. 
Les Goodwins is directing 
Howard Benedict production. 





the 





RKO Pair For Lorre 


Hollywood, June 4. 

Peter Lorre starts work today 
(Tues.) on a two-picture deal with 
RKO. First is ‘Stranger on the 
Third Floor,’ with Margaret Talli- 
chet in the femme lead. 

Second is tentatively titled ‘The 
Oid Professor,’ the Kay Kyser pic- 
ture, 





make ‘Li'l Abner,’ based on the 
comic strip. 

Frank Ross, in association with 
Norman Krasna, will produce ‘The 
Devil and Miss Jones,’ a Krasna 
original. . 

Andre Devan and Nat Wachsbur- 
ger, in association with Harry 
Brandt, will turn out two Charles 
Boyer starrers, ‘Ssiane Pretends’ and 
‘The Pirate.’ 

In addition, unscheduled but worth 
counting on are March of Time's 
‘Ramparts We Watch,’ a Walt Dis- 
ney cartoon feature and at least one 
picture from the Max Gordon-Harry 





Goetz unit. 
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*Different system for allocating billings to the red and blue networks 


prevailed these years. 
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COLUMBIA There is a possibility of the » United States becoming involved 
_— a sat sil in the European war. In connection with that possibility, 
Se a a $3,575,946 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 | Variety recently investigated the best available (but naturally 
Pobewsty hacia vated etl aan eee seen ae 306.807 not directly quotable) sources in Washington. Some of these 
a oe an yor a ny Shortwave Capital on the men are in the Army; some are in legal practice specializing on 
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NBC-RED Pree naueiietaee be FA com cay ition on to the broadcasting trade (May 15). 
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Sdarehs oe 3.338 440 3.297.992 2 736 494 2531 322 | New York, greater than Washington. | tions between the Industry and the Army are now reported to 
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March ......0eeeees 965,904 872,060 1,070,335 1,082,961 Pree Paget a alias ced (if should come the radio industry must of course hold ttself ready i 
_ IEA: sirake Gas tas rape pepe | Seene. a veritable } a of steél | for immediate cooperation 7 vith the United States Army. WL Ww i 
; ; ; hla __’_~_ ‘| masts through which America speaks | %'H/l certainly expect to play a prominent part in the work of keep- H 
~ $4,510,335 $3,966,033 $4,858,515 $5,199,086 += in Spanish and Portuguese to the | fig up ciz ‘ilian morale. I think Variery has done the radio industry i 
enenee good neighbors’ of Pan-America. | q genuine service in reminding the broadcasters of the laws already A 
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Merry Month of 


May at All Webs 


Columbia Gross $3, 570,727 — Red Got $3,216,940 
—Mutual Peis 376 


May produced still another record 
sales figure for all three networks. 


Columbia led all the individual links | 
with a gross of $3,570,727, which was 


15% better than the billings which 


prevailed for May, 1939. This May’s | 


gross for CBS represents the second 
biggest May for that network. NBC's 

two links got $4,034,622 last month, 
a boost of 9% over the tally for the | 
like period of 1939. Mutual’s mar- 
gin between these two periods was 
plus 37.2%, 

For this May the NBC-red piled | 
up $3,216,940 and the NBC-blue, | 
$817,682. Compared to the previous | 
May the red is up 63% and the) 
blue 20.97%. 


On the first five months of the | 


year Columbia is ahead of '39 by | 
229%, NBC- as a whole, 8.9% and 
Mutual, 24.1%. 


NATIONAL BISCUIT 
MULLS SPOT USE 


National Biscuit Co. is figuring on 
doing some spot advertising in the 
Middle West for 








th: type of program hasn’t been de- 
cided the preference is for local 
packages. McCann-Erickson is the 
agency on the account. 

Same advertiser recently renewed 
for its ‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ 
series (phonograph records) on 19 
stations in behalf of the bread di- 
vision, The renewal takes the cam- 
paign up to the middle of August. 





MILNE HEADS AD CLUB 


New Haven, June 4. 


James T. Milne, manager of WELL, | 


is new president of New Haven Ad- 


vectising Club. Prexy-elect has_ 
been active in club for last four 
years. Organization luncheons are 


carried weekly by station. 

Interesting angle is that New 
Haven daily press, Journal-Courier | 
and Register, doesn’t carry WELI | 
listings, 





“JOHN BUCKMASTER AIR 
SERIES GOES COLD 


Idea of teaming John Buckmaster, 
who does character studies, and Ed 
| Gardner in his Archie routine for a 

test series on WOR, Newark, has 
| been dropped by the Pall Mall di- 

vision of the American Tobacco Co. 

| Young & Rubicam, agency on the 
! account, is now trying to find some- 
thing else. 


'Scott’s Towels Off Air 
Until Next September 


J. Walter Thompson agency is 
| dropping the Scott's Towel local par- 
| ticipation campaign this month, but 
| this business will be back on the air 
| in September. 

Same agency is working on an ex- 
pansion of the Brer Rabbitt Molasses 
account in spot radio. 


| 


‘Sherlock’ Show Due Back 


its cracker divi- | 
sion in the immediate future. While | 


Chicago, June 4. 

Stack-Goble agency here signa- 
tured last week for another sea- 
son of ‘Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes’ for Grove’s Bromo-Quinine 
to run over the NBC-Blue web start- 
ing Sept. 29. 

Cold compound will have a 26- 
week schedule on 45 stations running 
each Sunday at 7:30 p. m. CST. 
Program, as before, will originate 
on the Coast. 





Harry Heilman Restored 


Detroit, June 4. 
Recovered from operation per- 
formed early in May, Harry Heil- 


mann, WXYZ's sportcaster, returned 
to ozone yesterday (3) to resume 


his play-by-plays of Detroit Tiger 
baseball gumes over Michigan web! 
as well as his ‘Fan on the 


| prog ‘ram for Pteiffer’s beer, 


Street’ 











This General Electric adjunct is an 


; essential part of the international 
shortwave broadcast system of the 
United States, in which NBC and 
CBS from their own plateaus (in 
New Jersey) and by their own me- 
' thods, also participate. Much of this 
_; activity is an answer to Hitler and 
| Mussolini, and all of it aims to win 
friends and influence people. 
WGEO and WGEA, Schenectady, 
‘share six DX frequencies. A series 
of mechanical trolley-like hook-up 


arms rests upon perches in that jun- | 


gle of mysterious gadgetry on the 
aforesaid plateau. Signs _ identify 
this perch as going to Rio de Jan- 
eiro, this one for Buenos Aires, this 
one for Mexico, ete. The trolleys 
can be manually lifted from one 
perch to another and re-beamed. 
It's all very astonishing, very im- 
pressive, very efficient and 
spend a 100G’s in a hurry.” It 
seems to call for, but hasn't got, 
soldiers with muskets on the prem- 


! RCVEr 


‘could | 


ises ‘although all G.E. employees 
have recently been- mugged and | 
| tagged). 


This is ot all the radio story at 
' Schenectady. There’s its longwave 
'50,000-watter, WGY, managed by 
Kolin Hager. There's the State of 


New York police station, of which | 


G.E. is perpetual stand-by custodian 
and operator. There’s an exneri- 
mental television set-up under John 
Gilmour with towers on a nearby 
mountain. And frequency modula- 
tion is another activity. 

All the transmission experimenta- 
tion and practical operation is 
backed, of course, by the manufac- 
turing, or factory, side of the cor- 
poration. As an omen of the times, 
the G.E. plant has some 200 orders 
on the spindle awaiting the FCC 
greenlight to petitioners who want 
frequency modulation operating li- 
E. build 


censes, Latter will have G. 
pronto on receipt of Uncle Sam’s 
okay. 

G. E.’s emphasis upon Spanish 


and Portuguese is telltale. Especially 
when related to its discontinuance of 
Italian and German shortwave pro- 
grams some two years ago, when the 
latter began openly to set them- 
selves off from everybody else in 
the world. More recently the French 
language programs have also been 
discontinued by G. E. from lack of 
need or urgency, and in order bet- 
ter to clear the path for the Latin 
stuff, 
John R. Sheehan Tops 

As a further indication of the 
present importance of the short- 
wave arm of General Electric’s nu- 
merous and varied radio activities, 


(Continued on page 24) 





on the books and the need for all of us anticipating and hence pre- 
paring ourselves for conditions that war would usher tn,’ 


If there’s no war, tuere’s no problem. The details of M-day 

will then remain a secret, and with it the extent, the character 
or the immediacy of prospective War Department control. 
' Meantime ‘business as tsual’ during war or abnormal times 
means, and never can mean, what ‘business as usual’ 
means in normal times. Of course the radio stations necessary 
|to civilian morale will operate. How they'll operate, who'll op- 
erate them, where and when they'll operate are matters con- 
cerning which a certain lack of detailed information may be 
significant. 


A spokesman for the National Association of Broadcasters 
said Monday: ‘I don’t question there was plenty of foundation 
|for the story.” Meaning the original story in Vartety. He adds 
ithat Major General Arnold’s remarks to Senator Lodge were, 
however, made in connection with anti-aircraft matters and 
must be related to the fact that Massachusetts is in the imme- 
diate path of any possible attack coming from :urope. That in 
itself is something etek to ee 


SAM BALTER CONT INUES VICK CONSIDERS 


MUTUAL FOR BAYUK' 


Mutual has another 52-week con- | 
tract from Bayuk Cigzr on ‘The In- | 
side of Sports’ program with Sam 
Balter. Makes the third year for 
the alliance. 

Ivey & Ellington is the agency. 





RADIO FOR FALL 


Vick Chemical Co. has already be- 
gun to consider a broadcasting cam- 
| paign for the fall and winter of this 
year. Morse International, agency 
on the account, has submitted three 
different plans, one calling for 
strictly spot, another for strictly 
| network advertising and a third, a 
combination of spot and network ad- 
vertising. 

Last season the account confined 
itself to spot, with the appropriation 
totaling $400,000. 





Ruthrauff & Ryan Waxes 
Blurbs for Texas Suds 


San Antonio, June 4. 

A new campaign for Southern 
Select Beer (Galveston-Houston | 
Brewery) is being formulated for a 
new spot campaign in the South and 
Southwest. Station list is as yet not 
complete. 

World Broadcasting System is do- | 
ing the waxing of 12 one-minute an- 
nouncements to be used. Account 
is handled by Ruthrauff & Ryan. 


COMPLETE HIATUS 


Chase & Sanborn Show Net to Have 
Summer Substitute 








Alka-Seltzering Fridays 
When Templeton Rests 


Chicago, June 4. 

Summer show for Alka-Seltzer re- 
placing the Alec Templeton program 
will switch to Fridays from the pres- 
,ent Monday evening spot starting on 
June 28. 
i Set through the Wade agency with 
| NBC-red, deal calls for 13 weeks on 
33 Outlets. 











Hollywood, June 4. 

Edgar Bergen not only gets an 
eight-week layoff, but takes the 
whole Chase & Sanborn program off 
the air with him during July and 
August. 

J. Walter Thompson 
; cided against substitutes, 


Megan Lloyd George, daughter of 
the former 
will be heard Mondays in America, 
;on 11.75 and 9.58, by shortwave from 
‘BBC, London, , , ‘ 


agency de- 


British prime minister,’ 


———— 
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Clear-Cut Test 


r WPAY, Portsmouth, May Provide 


Case on FCC 





Bias Against Press Ownership 


Washington, June 4. 

Argument likely to lead to court 
reviews of the Federal Communica- 
tion Commission’s philosophy that 
newspaper ownership of radio sta- 
tions conflicts with public interest is 
set for Thursday (6). Clear-cut is- 
sue is presented in the case of Ches- 
ter A. Thompson and Brush-Moore 
Newspapers, owners of WPAY, 
Portsmouth, O. 

Because he cannot devote sufficient 
time to the business, Thompson 
asked Commission consent to assign 
his interest in Vee Bee Corp., the 
license-holder, to the newspaper 
group. He has 125 of the 250 shares, 
for which he would get $11,500. 
Property has replacement value of 
$28,610 and has been running in the 
red. 

The Commish denied the applica- 
tion two months ago without an 
opinion and with Commissioners 
Craven and Brown reported dis- 
senting. 

In the hope of forcing a legal test, 
Brush-Moore asked for reconsidera- 
tion and a written opinion. The 
Commish ordered an argument on 
the rehearing request, noting that 
the transfer would result in a 
monopoly on advertising and news 
dissemination. Issue to be aired is 
‘whether the transfer of control of a 
corporation owning the only radio 
broadcast station in the community 
to a corporation controlling the only 
daily newspaper in that community 
is in the public interest in view of 
the fact that this transfer would 
give to the corporation owning the 
newspaper control over the only 
substantial sources of public infor- 
mation and the only substantial 
means for the expression of public 
and private opinion in the commu- 
nity.’ 

Never So Clear-Cut 

While the matter of press owner- 
ship has come up many times be- 
fore, the FCC never has denied an 
application solely on the ground that 
the prospective licensee publishes a 
paper. Always some other reasons 
also have been cited why the public 
interest would not be promoted, 


Question is important inasmuch as 
the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals a few years back indicated 
it has no sympathy with the con- 
tention that it is contrary to general 
welfare to have a sipgle individual 
or corporation owning both a station 
and a paper. In the El Paso case, 
the judges said they knew of no law 
barring a publisher from the radio 
business. 


The Portsmouth case is regarded 
as somewhat different, however, be- 
cause there is only one transmitter 
and only one rag. In other situa- 
tions there has been competition on 
“one side or the other, so that the 
issue never was presented as force- 
fully. 


Appeal is certain if—as generally 
anticipated—the FCC refuses. to re- 
consider and sticks to its prior rul- 
ing. In fact, the regulators are said 
to hope that Brush-Moore will go to 
the courts, just to see what the pres- 
ent judicial feeling is. With the Su- 
preme Court majority consisting of 
President Roosevelt's appointees, 
there is a feeling that the anti-press 
sentiment of the Commish may be 
upheld, although admittedly the re- 
fusal to permit the sale of the WPAY 
stock would not result in a policy 
that could be applied in every situa- 
tion. 





‘Panorama’ Preemed By 
Harry Fields in H’wood 


Hollywood, June 4. 

Premiere of Harry David Fields’ 

The American Panorama’ at NBC 
last Saturday night (1) drew an 
audience largely comprising the first 
line of the radio trade here. New 
series was tested for audience reac- 
tion and drew good response from 
the professional section and a packed 
studio. 

‘Panorama’ is a mixture of music, 
history and dramatics, with a cast 
including Anne Jamison, Knox Man- 
ning, Nadine Connor, True Board- 
man and Bill Roberts. Edward Kay 
composed an original score and con- | 
ducted’ the orchestra and choral | 
group. 





UP. Covers WOR, N.Y. 


WOR this week installed a United 
Press ticker in its newsroom, sup- 
plementing its Transradio news ser- 
vice. Will be used for occas.onal 
flash bulletins. 

Amounts to merely a covce’-up for 
the Transradio service and regular 
news period.s 


OBOLER T0 P&G 
ON $3,000 DEAL 











Arch Oboler has for the first time | 
got himself a regular commercial. 
Procter & Gamble closed last week 
for his ‘Stories in the Night’ with 
the Chicago office of General Amuse- 
ment Corp. handling the deal on a 
package basis. Price is $3,000 per 
half-hour program. P&G will de- 
but the series the first week in Oc- 
tober, probably using the Friday 9- 
9:30 spot on the NBC red. 

GAC also has ‘What’s My Name?” 
with P&G and the question of ex- 
tension doesn’t come up until the 
end of June. 


WLW’S OWN CHICAGO 
OFFICE, BUT NOT N.Y.C. 


WLW, Cincinnati, has taken over 
the Chicago office of the Transamer- 
ican Broadcasting & Television Corp. 
and will use it for direct national 
representation in this tcrritory. 

John L. Clark, head of Trans- 
american, denied last week the re- 
port that WLW was arranging to 
set up its own office in New York, 
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ED EAST > 


Nickel ... Nickel... Nickel 
Ed East has pulled more than 
fifty thousand Pepsi-Cola Jingles— 
with just 5-minute spots, on WJZ- 
WEAF—Local only. 





Renewed for new Pepsi-Cola 
Series, starting on WJZ June 10th. 
Nickel ese Nickel eee Nickel. 


114 HOUR SPAN 
FOR GEN. FOODS 


General Foods will have a straight 
hour and a half on the NBC-red 
Thursdays this fall. The 8 to 9 period 
will go to ‘The Aldrich Family’ 
(Jell-O Desserts) and a new show 
for Postum. The subsequent half 
hour will continue to be filled by 
Maxwell House Coffee. 

‘I Love a Mystery’ (Standard 
Brands), which in now in the 8-8:30 
spot, is slated to fold. 


KNIGHT BACK WITH 
CANTOR FOR IPANA 


Hollywood, June 4. 
Vick Knight will be back as Eddie 


























thereby terminating its sales affilia- 
tion with Clark’s organization, 


Wheeling Steel to Return 


Wheeling Steel takes its ‘Musical 
Steelmakers’ show off the air with 
the June 30 broadcast over Mutual. 
Will return Oct. 6 over 44 stations, 
for its fourth season. Critchfield, 
Chicago, is the agency. 

Next Sunday (9) edition of the 
series will be from Taft auditorium, 
Cincinnati. Cast goes by bus and 
will attend the circus there Saturday 
night (8). That one program will 
feed over two Cincy stations, WLW 
and WKRC. Former originally car- 
ried the series when the station was 
affiliated with Mutual and has con- 
tinued to hold that show, Latter, the 
present Mutual outlet in Cincy, plugs 
in for the single program. 








¢ 





MEAD AIDE TO WEAVER 

Everard Mead has left Ruthrauff 
& Ryan to become assistant to Pat 
Weaver at American Tobacco Co. 
a into his new job Monday 


Cantor’s producer when the come- 
| dian initials his Sal Hepatica-Ipana 
iprogram Oct. 2. He is currently 
|holding rein on Rudy Vallee’s Seal- 
|test show and will finish out the 
|semester before being recalled by 
|Cantor, who holds him under per- 
| sonal contract. Deal for Knight 
| with McKee-Albright agency was on 
la loanout basis. 

| Threatened clash between Cantor 
and Fred Allen (Texaco) in identical 
Wednesday night spots has been 
scotched by Young & Rubicam 
agency, which is promised best 
available time on some other night 
by NBC. 





Dick Marvin in Chicago 
To Give Crosby the News 


Chicago, June 4. 

Bob Crosby orchestra had its op- 
tion picked up by Camel (Esty 
agency) last week for an additional 
113 weeks though the option period 
doesn’t expire until July. 

This will continue the Bob Crosby 
program on the air for Camel 
through the remainder of 1940. 
Dick Marvin, Esty agency radio 
| chief, was in town last week to hand 
| the glad tidings to fhe Crosby group. 











Akron, O., June 4. 

In the first test case filed by the 
wage-hour division of the labor de- 
partment against a radio station, 
WJW of Akron has been ordered to 
pay $4,540.29 to 43 employes for un- 
paid overtime and was permanently 
enjoined from violation of the wage- 
hour act under a consent decree en- 
tered in Federal court at Cleveland. 
The WJW decree was the result of a 
suit brought by Col. Phil B. Flem- 
ing, wage-hour administrator, and 
was signed by Federal Judge Paul 
Jones. 

Judge Jones held that once radio 
programs are put on the air they 
become goods moving in interstate 
commerce and that radio stations 
therefore are subject to the pro- 
visions of the wage-hour act. 





| worked more hours than the legal 
maximum work week since October, 
1938, without receiving extra pay. 
Seven student announcers received 
only $1 a week and training, the di- 
vision’s complaint stated. These 
students are to be reimbursed at 25 
cents an hour, 

The largest single overtime pay- 
ment to be made is $810.23 and the 
lowest 93c. Employes affected 
include the chief engineer, conti- 
nuity writers, announcers and office 


workers. Payments are to be made 
in the next six months, 

Grace G. Glascott, regional direc- 
tor of the wage-hour division of the 
department of labor, announced that 
the office staff at Cleveland had been 





The government charged employes | doubled and that more rigid enforce- 


His Own Research 


Ad agency exec was wonder- 
ing how much of the rating that 
a show of his on CBS from 8:30 
to 8:55 p. m. could be attributed 
to the circumstances that the 


pied by Elmer Davis’ news sum- 
mary. He picked up a _ pad 
and pencil and did the follow- 
ing combination of research and 
arithmetic. In one column he 
jotted down the CAB ratings of 
all the CBS programs that fall 
within the 8:30-8:55 period from 
Monday to Friday, inclusive, and 
in another column he did the 
same with the ratings for shows 
on the NBC-red. 

The result surprised him. 
The total ratings for the Colum- 
bia quintet was 65.0, while the 
fivesome on the red added up 
to 65.5. 


LAXATIVE UP 








succeeding five minutes are occu- 4 





FOR NBC BLUE 


Lewis-Howe, backer of ‘The Pot 
o’ Gold,’ will buy another half-hour 


following that show, Thursday night 
on the blue link, if NBC will ac- 
cept the product, namely, Nature 
Remedy Tablets, a laxative. 

It would give the medicinal outfit 
three half-hour programs a week, 
the other being ‘The Treasure Chest’ 
(Tums) which is taking ‘The Pot’s’ 
Place on the red network Tuesday 
nights. 


SAMMY KAYE’S 26 FOR 
SENSATION COMPLETED 


Sensation cigarets (Lorillard) is 
shelving its current series on the 
NBC-red Monday nights for the 
summer. Sammy Kaye, who has had 
26 weeks of it, does his last Sensa- 
tion broadcast June 24. His prede- 
cessor, Larry Clinton, had a similar 
run, 


Cig brand will be back in the fall 
with the same policy. The program 
won't bt put under contract until the 
network period has been closed for 
Lennen & Mitchell is the agency. 


WLW Staff at G.O.P. Rally 


~ Cincinnati, June 4. 

Marsha Wheeler and_ Elizabeth | 
Bemis, femme mikers of WLW and 
WSAI, were selected Monday. (3) to 
assist in the stations’ special cover- 
age of the Republican national con- 
vention in Philadelphia. They will 
transcript interviews at Crosley 
headquarters in the Benjamin Frank- 
lin hotel. 


| Peter Grant, chief announcer, and 
Fred Thomas, his script writer, plus 
two more writers from the Crosley 
newsroom, will handle powwow pro- 
ceedings. 

















Civic Revises Its Stock 


Albany, N. Y., June 4. 
Civic Broadcasting Corp., Syra- 
cuse, has increased its capital stock 
from $25,000 to $50,000. 
Costello, Cooney & Fearon, Syra- 
cuse, filed the papers with Secretary 





WJW, Akron, Must Pay$4,540In Wages; 
Seven $1-a-Week Student Spielers 


i further protests and hearings, 


of State in Albany. 


ment of the wage-hour law in this 
district is planned. 

WJW, owned by a group of Akron 
and Cleveland operators, only re- 
cently made a deal with William 
O’Neil, president of the General Tire 
& Rubber Co., for the latter to pur- 
chase the station pending approval 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission. O’Neil’s son will be 
manager of the station. 

It was reported here this week that 
WJW, which, with WADC, Allen T. 
Simmons’ Columbia outlet, has 
been protesting the issuance of a 
permit for a third Akron station to 
Bernard M. Berk, Akron lawyer and 
radio goods store owner, may drop 
its protests against the Berk applica- 
tion. Berk has twice been given the 





g0-ahead signal only to be balked by 





BLUE WEB 10 
HAVE OWN 
RULES? 





While NBC denies that it is so, the 
impression is widening in ad agency 
circles thaf NBC is gravitating 
toward the formation of a separate 
set of policies for the blue network. 
What these agency men suspect is 
that in due time some of the rules 
which have been strictly enforced on 
the red network will cease to apply 
in the case of blue accounts. 

Trend in that direction has, ac- 
cording to the viewpoint of agency, 
been more ¢han intimated by two 
recent incidents. One is the shifting 
of ‘The Pot o’ Gold’ from the red to 
the blue and the other has to do with 
the inferred relaxation of the rule 
against newcomer laxative account 
through the acceptance of Haley's 
MO as the plug on the ‘Amanda of 
Honeymoon Hill’ serial. Latter, an 
output of Sterling Products, clears 
over the blue at 3:15 p.m. While no 
direct mention of laxative is made 
in the Haley’s MO copy it is easy to 
assume that listeners won't miss out 
on the intent of the mineral oi] an- 
gle in the plug. 


WLAP STAFF MEMBERS 
KILLED IN AUTO CRASH 


Louisville, June 4. 

Four persons were killed and two 
were injured, when their automobile 
failed ‘to negotiate a curve atop the 
Kentucky River hill near Clay’s 
Ferry, Ky., near Lexington Monday 
(27). Dead were listed as Carl] Con- 
ner, Lexington, and employe of the 
University of Kentucky studios and 
WLAP, Lexington: Mrs. Delores 
Dragoo Conner, registered nurse and 
wife of Conner; Chester Marion 
Stratton, of Nicholasville, Ky., em- 
ploye of WLAP, and chief operator 
at the University of Kentucky stu- 
dios; A. T. Stewart, Jr., of Stanton, 
Ky., fmploye of WMCI, Ashland, 
formérly with WLAP. Driver of the 
car was Noel Luddy, Lexington, and 
WLAP employe, who suffered con- 
cussion of the brain, severe shock 
and numerous cuts and bruises. 

Witnesses to the accident reported 
that after the car left the road and 
traveled about 170 feet it plunged 
across the ditch, which was approx- 
imately 30 feet wide, and dropped 
back some 24 feet to the bottom. 


WFIL Programs Go To 
WSNJ, Bridgeton, N. J. 


Philadelphia, June 4. 

WFIL last week completed a tieup 
with WSNJ, Bridgeton, N. J., in 
order to reach thousands of Phila- 
delphians who take temporary resi- 
dences in South Jersey seashore re- 
sorts each summer. 

The tieup is, in-effect, a resurrec- 
tion of the old Quaker Network, 
which was organized two years ago 
to be used in political campaigns. 
This year WFIL, will pump com- 
mercials and sustaining shows to the 
Bridgeton outlet, which has no net- 
work affiliations. 


CBS’ Danny Kaye Idea 


CBS is readying a comedy series 
around Danny Kaye. It’s to be a 
half-hour weekly setup, with Nat 
Curtis and Eddie Forman writing the 
script around an idea of Brewster 
Morgan, who will also produce and 
direct. 

Kaye, currently on the Paramount 
stage, N. Y., and in the show at the 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., appeared on 
‘Pursuit of Happiness’ over CBS last 
winter. 


Pen Jell Uses Radio 


Kansas City, June 4. 

Pen Jell Corp. (Pen-Jel, powdered 
fruit pectin) is placing spot an- 
nouncements through David B. 
Mindlin agency. 

Among the first to get a schedule 
is WDZ, Tuscola, Ill., namely 100 an- 
nouncements to be run off within a 
month at the rate of three a day. 























Norman Mendelson; of Albany 
family owning the B. T. Babbitt 
Company (Babo), is now pop bari- 
toning on ‘Gordie Randall Presents.” 
musical and quiz show broadcast 
over WGY, Schenectady. 
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SCHOOLS 


ADD 4TH R’ 








‘ in education Levenson told a 
VaARIEtTy reporter: ‘Sometimes schools 
get separated from reality. Radio 
helps us open the doors of the class- 


room to the outside world. The 


purpose of radio is not to supplant 
teachers—it merely supplements 
them. We are creating a textbook 


for the ear as well as the eye.’ 
Numerous methods have been 

‘i a created in making study by radio 

School System Has ‘Superin- more helpful. Mimeographs_ are 


' 


i 
ae 








tendent of Radio’ and sent to teachers in advance of pro- 
srams with suggestions to supple- 
Operates Every School ment programs. Models, charts, 
graphs, plants, animala, etc., and 





Day — 153 Schools ; 
even slides are used to strengthen 


Equipped Supplements the radio lessons. Twenty thousand 
Teachers frogs are available in sets to schools 
| for tie-ins with broadcasts. 


RADIO BIZ HELPS 





mercial stations. Broad curriculum 
of the station would be impossible|to hear what the king said when he 
without such aid. WTAM, WGAR, | left for Canada?’ 

and WHK-WCLE have made avail- Operations of station include com- 
able to WBOE ail sustaining pro-|plete schedule of various subjects 
grams of the networks carried by |running from kindergarten through 
the respective stations and what's | high school. Also presented are nu- 
more have shouldered cost of line |™€rous special programs for extra 
charges to pipe any such programs | CU! Ticular activities including talks 
into school station. When program | PY notables visiting Cleveland, safe- 


of importance to education is sched- ty talks, after school club activi- 





ie Aa | ties, etc. In each case of regular 
uled o commercial stations WBOE | subjects being aired supervisor 
can plug in at will for same and/ utilizes experts in specific fields, 


make recording for future outlet to | since school teachers are not ex- 

schools. 
Station has thereby been able to Ject. 

develop morgue of sound on pattern Pauses by radio teacher are fre- 

of newspaper morgues. WBOE now! quent to allow for discussion of re- 

boasts of library of practically every action in classroom. Teachers are 





| pected to be experts in every sub- | 


(RADIO) 





future say to class ‘Would you like matter—accuracy without too much 


detail—make each sentence thought 
provoking and to the point—the first 
sentence should challenge the in- 
, terest of the listener. 


After 15 years of experience with 
radio for classroom instruction and 
demonstration the following official 
deductions have been made: 


(1) That, should the radio be- 
come the most remarkable inven- 
tion of all time for the communi- 
cation of ideas, as it seems tu 
bromise, it is certain to merit a 
central place in a public school 
system. 

(2) That the distinction between 
educational and commercial broad- 
casting should be made. clear. 











Cleveland, June 4. 

Pioneered by the school system | 
here 15 years ago local educators 
are now naming radio as the fourth 
R along with that cardinal trio of 
readin’, ‘ritin‘ and ‘rithmetic. From | 
a humble beginning in 1929, which 
lived on an occasional grant of 15 , 
minutes here and there from com- 
mercial stations fed to classrooms 
lucky enough to own a receiving set, 
the Cleveland Board of Education 
now operates station WBOE, on the 


THE LOUISVILLE ARE 





air every school day from 8:30 a. m. 
to 4:30 p. m. Furthermore, every 
elementary, junior high and high | 
school, numbering 153, owns the nec- | 
essary receiving equipment. | 

Workings of the local group in | 
successfully tying in radio with edu- | 
cation become doubly important 
since five channels have beer allo- | 
cated for education in the new fre- 
quency modulation setup, in turn 
expected to bring into being numer- | 
ous independent education units of 
the type developed here. 

Cleveland experiments in the edu- | 
cational broadcasting came to the at- 
tention of the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion which thought enough of idea 
to make a $42,500 grant in 1938. In 
March of that year the Board of Ed- 
ucation received a construction per- 
mit from the FCC and began work | 
on WBOE. The transmitting room | 
and broadcasting antenna were in- 
stalled at an elementary school lo- 
cated on comparatively high ground. 
Station headquarters are in the 
Board of Education Building in 
downtown Cleveland. In the latter 
group are four studios, control room, 
transcription studio, engineers work- 
shop, director’s office, and clerical 
space. Numerous engineering diffi- 
culties have been overcome and now 
only 2% of all schools reports trou- 
ble in reception. 

In actual operation local chart. is 
headed by Supt. of Schools Charles 
Lake. Next in order are asst. supts. 
governing radio work for element- 
ary, junior and regular high schools. 
Under these execs is Dr. William B. 
Levenson as ‘superintendent of 
radio. Reporting to Levenson iu 
turn are chief engineer, production | 
head and program director. Aides | 
to these heads usually come from 
the ranks of the National Youth Ad- | 
ministration, a government project. | 

Levenson back around 1928 wrote 
and produced social studies of junior 
high schools then being aired over 
WTAM. At West Tech high school 
as radio director he helped as- 
semble the P. A. system which serves 
the entire school. Levenson after 
a spell at CBS in New York to get 
practical point of view received a 
doctor’s degree with thesis on ‘Train- 
ing of Radio Personnel & Analyti- 
cal Approach.” When WBOE opened 
in 1938 Levenson got the nod. 

In speaking of radio as fourth R 

















Strangely enough 


sider WLW a vital 
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over a hundred miles from Cincinnati, is not dominated 
by the Nation’s Station—a fine tribute to broadcasting 


as it is done in Kentucky’s largest city. 


However, there are many loyal WLW listeners in Louisville. 
In the rich surrounding trading area the Nation’s Station 
again comes into its own and does a thorough job of cov- 
ering an audience whose importance is reflected in the 
fact that most Kentucky wholesalers and retailers con- 


from their warehouses and retail shelves. 
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An Important Part of WLW -Land 


the city of Louisville, while only a little 


Retail Sales, 


factor in the movement of merchandise 


THE NATION’S 


most ‘‘Merchandi 


Population, 1930 


Wholesale Sales, 1939 


J, ot Nation's Buying Power 
(trading area) 


Radio Homes 
( Jefferson County ) 


* Estimated by Sales Management 


| A major part of the development! important contemporary. For ex- | guided by following technique: Care- (3) That auditory imagery is 

of WBOE is due to the local com-|ample; teacher might sometime in| fully select and organize subject (Continued on page 25) 
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Some Shortwave Oddities 


Schenectady, June 4. 





Edgar Bergen is popular in South America because his English diction | 


is so clear and clipped. Charley McCarthy, the dummy, thus aualifies as 
‘educational’. 





Schenectady Plays, England Dances 


People dance in England to music from Schenectady, N. Y. One English 
family wrote in they listened through the wall of the next apartment 
which had a shortwave receiver, they not having one. 


Mash Notes By Shortwave 


G. E. reads about 200 letters every other Friday night to members of 
the Byrd expedition at the South Pole. 
letter, but, profiting from previous expeditions, G. E. has all the Byrd staff 
indexed so that love messages from unknown hero-worshippers can't get 
through to married men. 

One mother quite seriously told her son at the South Pole she would | 
arrange for him to get a weekly cash allowance. Another reminded him 
to send a check for his income tax. 

‘Just Mailed Your Sarong’ l 

From the San Francisco unit G. E. conducts a Missionary Mail Bag, a 

special message service to Chinese and other Asiatic quinine posts. 
Stand By for Station Clearance 

A South American DX station operated by one man, with two-way chan- 
nel communication, was interrupted one day when the broadcaster, speak- 
ing to an engineer in the States said: ‘Hold on a minute while I chase this | 
crocodile out of the studio.’ 

BBC Interested 

Any program from America that the British wouid particularly like to 
have their citizens hear is usually carried by General Electric supplemental | 
to any other means that may be employed on the program. BBC inva- | 
riably checks to remind Schenectady to please carry. 
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G. E. MAY TAKE by ery Head 
BACK ITS WGY 


Newscasters, Urge Boycott 


| ; 
St. John, N. B., June 4. | 
ieieinte dene 4 | All -members of the Imperial | 
lee : Order, Daughters of the Empire, | 
It is possible that General Elec- | were urged to boycott th: products 
tric will presently emulate Westing- | of sponsors of radio news commen- 
house and take back under its direct | tators (American) who show anti- 
aaee the mange ge tong wots — British prejudice.’ Recommendation 
e aversion 0 e Federa om- > was contained in a report by the | 
NC ieitts Ganieg i ohes| che or Gn tak eee ck | 
1 otners | vention o e I.0.D.E., held in St. | 
than the official licensee the actual' John. It was charged by Mrs. J. D. | 
Ss of stations prompted | Detwiler, of London, Ontario, that | 
estinghouse to revise the manage- {two particular U. S. radio commen- | 
ment set-up on KDKA, WBZ-WBZA | tators are hostile to the British in 
and wowo and this is seen as} this war. In the same report it was | 
G. E.’s cue. | revealed that the committee will 
WGY staff, from manager Kolin! write to one U. S. network praising | 
nig * sagged gaye ” | it for fairness in the broadcasts. 
contus | 
state, including war possibilities,| Cecilia Ager will be interviewed 
may prompt G. E. to wait a time be- | today (Wed.) by Stella Unger on 
fore deciding. | WEAF at 1:45 p. m. 
° } 
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can radio receiving sets in use 
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Anybody can listen in or send a) 


{records is 


Sets in South America 





The number of South Ameri- 
are estimated by the U. S. De- 


partment of Commerce, April 15, 
1940, as follows: 


WEARER  oo'so 0 sks ote 1,000,000 
| Bolivia ....ccescrvcece 20,000 
—_ Beery. 500,000 
British Guiana.. 1,800 
— Serer 150,000 
Pree 110,000 
Be SS eee 7,000 
| French Guiana......... 80 
BC ree eee 10,000 
eS eae eee 40,000 
Dutch Guiana.......... 2,500 
[) RS ot sc on eae 150,000 
Weeeeuele .. ob. sc 5 0 138,000 
' Other countries: 
NRIOD ee ca eer e ees 450,000 
RR ott erence mares 170,000 
PMNNNR: ks dics sesso 15,000 
ole. Cr ee 15,000 
GUBIEMBIA 6.0.55 680 sdee 14,000 
CARO oi tcce tinge 1,223,502 





S. American Idea 


Continued from page 21 


the authority over this activity has 
now for the first time been vested 
with the program head. This is 
John R. Sheehan, an alumnus of 
WGY and NBC. Engineering is thus 
consciously subordinated to  pro- 
gramming in a logical recognition 
that, under the changed status as 
international rather than experi- 
mental stations, the G. E._ fre- 
quencies will be evaluated not as 
signals, but for the messages carried. 
Right now the program is the thing, 
the program budget, the program 
policy, the program personnel are 
all matters of importance to man- 
agement. Programs are the ways 
and means and the implements of 
an activity in which the sales pro- 
motion aspects for G. E.’s export 
division are secondary when con- 
trasted to the possible historic, 
diplomatic, democratic and political 
connotations, 

To maintain a service of 21 hours 
daily is Spanish and Portuguese to 
South America (and in English to 
the British Isles) Sheehan’s depart- 
ment has about 12 anfiouncer- 
writer-translators. This is inclusive 
of another of three located on 
Treasure Island ‘(GKEI) in San 
Francisco bay and beaming pro- 
grams to the Orient and the West 
Coast of South America. 


| Although the use of phonograph 


forbidden by company 
,policy, the transcription libraries 
| are much employed for the short- 
;wave programs. Sheehan reports 
| there is no basis for the legend that 
| Latins like only tangoes and 
|rhumbas. Any kind of good music 
|is popular with them, in G. E. ex- 
| perience. 


| Phil Spitalny An S. A. Fave 


| Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
| is a prime favorite with Latin listen- | 
| ers. ‘The Hour of Charm’ has been 
|regularly transmitted below the 
|equator. Fan mail, including de- 
|mands for photographs of the girls, 
| is abundant. This is the only pro- 
|gram of General Electric commer- 
|cial affiliation which is sent out. 
Various commercials are, however, 
; carried from the NBC and Mutual 
|networks. The policy at Schenec- 
| tady is to take these off the network 
| switchboard (G. E. pays the line 
|charge from Albany) and to use 
Spanish or Portuguese translations of 
jthe entertainment announcements 
|only. The commercials are carried 
{in English as broadcast, but are not 
|translated into the native tongue of 
|the receiving end. 

There is no _ particular rivalry 
among any of the several organiza- 
tions which operate internationally 
'out of the United States under FCC 
license and State Department bless- 
|ing. NBC emphasizes news on the 
, hour every hour. CBS carries many 
of its own commercials. WRUL, 
| Boston, is strong on high-brow talks. 
G. E. can pickup almost any long- 
| wave program, commercial or sus- 
‘taining, it wants with the excep- 
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| tion of those CBS programs which 


| ordinates it with KGEI, San Francisco. 





go out over the CBS DX channels. 


same program makes 


withhold programs from 





A technicality of the FCC against | 
any two radio services carrying the, 
Columbia > 
the 
Schenectady juice giants which it. 


| would otherwise probably be willing | 


lto grant. 
| The standard ingredients of Amer- 
|ican shortwave programs are these: 
| 1. News ‘much appreciated in. 
| Latin American for 
speed and freedom from bias). 

2. Music (all kinds, but with a 
| slight edge for the symphonic). 
| 3. Hollywood Gossip (‘there is a 
| well-nigh universul interest in the 
glamour hoke). 


its accuracy, 
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How G. E. Radio Covers Globe 





Background of a DX Staff 


a 





Schenectady, June 4. 
Indicative of the qualifications and background of a DX station staff, 
the General Electric international division includes the following per- 
sonnel: 


John Sheehan, program manager of WGEA-WGEO, Schenectady, co- 
Part of his task is to contact rep- 
resentatives of South and Central American interests. A former WGY 
and NBC announcer and program director, he still does some G. E. an- 
nouncing in English. 

George Ellis Barrett, speaks Spanish and French, was an Albany an- 
nouncer, is field representative to contact Schenectady and schools and 
New York State Department of Education. 


Gertrude H. Bevan, born in Brazil of English-American parentage. Edu- 
cated at French convent in Brazil. Speaks Spanish, Portuguese, French and 
English, all equally well. Also has working knowledge of Italian. Was 
Once secretary to Brazilian ambassador to U. S. Was assistant on P. A. 
Martin’s ‘Who's Who in Latin America’. She conducts a short wave class 
in English by which some 20,000 South American listeners study the lan- 
guage. Matiy of the latter send up their papers to be corrected at Schenec- 
tady. 

Luiz G. Ladeira, graduate of the Brazilian military college. Speaks 
that language, also Spanish, French and English. Did Portuguese announc- 
ing for NBC before joining G. E. He writes and announces Portuguese pro- 
grams. 


Prof. Vincent Tovar. Born in Spain, graduate of University of Madrid 
and Columbia. Multi-lingual world traveler, Miscellaneous duties at G. E. 
Aida de Lima. Born in Lima, Peru, of Danish-French parentage. Multi- 
lingual. Magazine writer in Chile. Writes and handles Spanish shows. 
Aide to Miss Bevan in instruction of latin DX listeners in English language. 
Jose M. Flores. Born in Ecuador. All languages. Publicist for Inter- 
national House, also Spanish Information Bureau, New York. Official] in- 
terpreter Bronx County Court. Spanish announcer at one time for 
Atwater-Kent programs. 

Eugene S. Darlington. Has charge of the technical operations. 

Jorge Brito. Born in Brazil, graduate of Wilson Teachers College, Wash- 
ington. Public school teacher. Writes and announces both Portuguese and 
English shows. 

E. T. Buck Harris, former Pacific coast newspaperman, is program chief 
at the San Francisco unit, : 

Norman Paige, veteran radio announcer, handles English stuff in San 
Francisco. 

Carlos Benedetti, an American citizen, formerly with diplomatic service 
of Republic of Colombia. Handles the Spanish duties at San Francisco. 

Ralph Sayre is in charge of some 20 transmitting engineers at South 
Schenectady. 
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War Songs on CBS Show 


TWO DAY RADIO BOOM 





CBS has apparently let down the bars on war songs. 
web’s New York key, last Friday (31) broadcast a medley of five such 


tunes via a Hormel transcription. 


The numbers were ‘Over There,’ ‘It’s a Long Way to Tipperary,’ ‘Till 
We Meet Again,’ ‘K-K-K-Katy’ and ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’, 





WABC, the Reading, Pa.. June 4. 

A two-day shutdown of the two 
daily newspapers.-here, both operated 
' by the Eagle, proved a harvest time 
| for twin radio stations, WRAW and 


WEEU. The shutdown was due to a 











Greensboro N.A.B. Meeting Pledges 
Radio Aid to Govt If War Comes 





Greensboro, N. C., June 4. 


Nearly 100 attended the fourth dis- | 
irict meeting of National Association | 
of Broadcasters at Sedgefield Inn 


west of Greensboro, Saturday. Meet- 
ing elected John A. Kennedy, Clarks- 
burg, W. Va., chairman for another 
two years. 
Carolinas, Virginias, Maryland and 
District of Columbia. 

After Dr. Jay C. Waldron, station 
relations director of the Federal Of- 


fice of Education, outlined the sig- | days when the station also operated 


role of radio as unifying | : 
force for internal defense, the ses- | a separate outlet at Syracuse Uni- 

re 4 | versity. The two stations have long 
| since been combined. FCC now finds 


_the double name cumbersome and is 


nificant 


sion adopted resolutions pledging 
every possible aid to governmental 
negencies in emergencies of war or 
threat of war. Joe Miller, of Wash- 
ington office of N.A.B., talked about 
loose ends in wage-hour, social se- 
curity and working conditions 
yegulations and showed how some 
stations are spending more than 
necessary in these particulars. 
Another—possible saving was pre- 
sented by Powell MHavertin, of 
Broadcast Music, Inc., in an execu- 


tive session on ways to reduce the, 
use of ASCAP music and weaken | 
While no special au-| 


the society. 
thority on frequency modulation was 


on the program, business in after-| 
noon, dinner in evening, F-M was a, 
The | was 

in- | meeting held last week in Louisville. 


persistent topic of discussion. 
sales managers group had an 
formal meeting on Sunday morning 
following the N.A.B. district pro- 
grams the day before. 

Major Edney Ridge _ and 
Greensboro WBIG staff were Hosts 
xi the affair. 


The district takes in the | 


/ request of the FCC. Officially, the 
| station is listed on the FCC records 


his | 





pressmen’s union strike. 

Not only merchants, lacking their 
usual publicity outlets in the Thurs- 
day and Friday morning and night 
issues of the Eagle and Times, but 
theatre men engaged in a scramble 
for time on the air. Theatre men 
Pes regular contracts for air time, 
even in cases where no definite 
length of periods or number of spots 
were designated in contracts, fared 
best in*the rush. 

So many applicants for time were 
accommodated that at certain hours 
in the two days the bulk of the sta- 
tions’ time was taken up by adver- 
tising, with very little margin for 
music or other entertainment. 


BOMB FALLS 
NEAR NBC IN 
PARIS 


One of the bombs which the Nazis 
dropped on Paris Monday (3) fell 
close enough to NBC’s headquarters 
to cause some wire disruption and 
the postponement of a_ scheduled 
broadcast from that source by two 
hours. NBC later couldn't get much 
information from its Paris bureau 
head, Paul Archinard, as to the ac- 
tual reason for this lengthy holdup 
but the network deduced that censor 
reluctance had as much to do with 
it as wire trouble. 

NBC also assumed that the bomb 
must have been uncomfortably close 
because the Associated Press man 
phoned his story from NBC head- 
quarters. The quariers are at 15 
Rue Poussin. 





SIMPLIFY CALL LETTERS 


FCC Suggests WSYR Forget Its 
Meaningless Mate, WSYU 


Syracuse, June 4. 
There'll be no more doubletalk by 
announcers at WSYR, according to a 











as WSYR-WEYU, a throwback to the 


asking the Wilder outlet to shave off 
half the name. 

Same request, it was reported 
here, was made to WIOD-WMBF at 
Miami, the only other station in the 
country with a double set of call 
letters, 


NEVILLE MILLER NOT 
AT PRO-ALLY RALLY 


Neville Miller, president of the 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
not present at the pro-Ally 











This meeting openly memorialized 
Congress to come out actively in fa- 
vor of the French and British. 

A dispatch from Louisville last 
week wrongly listed Miller as on the 
speakers’ dais. 





IN NEWSPAPER STRIKE 


No Bargain Basement Blitzkreigs 





St. Louis, June 4. 


Station KWK is bluepencilling advertising copy that attempts to 
adopt the style of military communiques, war news flashes and similar 


now-familiar radio attention-arresters. 


Theory is listeners resent any 


commercial exploitation of the present prominence of tragic news. 
References to ‘price wars’ or ‘bargain basement blitzkreigs’ or similar 
inspirations of advertising copy-writers are strictly out. 











Radio Stations Unite to Bar 











Union 


Talk on ‘Boeing (Aviation) Problem’ 


Schools’ New ‘R’ 





Continued trom page 23 





more effective for many persons 
than printed symbols. 


(4) That many phases of school 
work can be improved by a rea- 
sonable amount of direct class- 
room instruction over the radio. 


(5) That, granted that the radio 
is only a mechanical device and 
not a substitute for an educational 
System, it is a remarkable exten- 
sion of the arm of the supervisor. 

(6) That the model lesson given 
over the ‘radio is an _ effective 
means of supervision. Such a les- 
son is the result of more time, in- 
telligence, and specialized training 
and skill than the _ individual 
teacher can offer. 

(7) That the best use of the 
radio for classroom instruction re- 
quires silent intervals for pupil- 
teacher activity and reaction. The 
number and length of these silent 
intervals vary with the subjects, 
and also within a given subject. 

(8) That the radio station needs 
to be available at any or all hours 
of the school day. Since most com- 
mercial stations are members of a 
chain, the individual station is not 
able to grant a given hour to the 
school system without making it 
subject to change. Furthermore, 
the hour available may not be the 
time best suited to the require- 
ments of a given subject or broad- 
cast. e 


J Seattle, June 4. 
National defense came into the 
local ‘radio picture very forcibly 
when all of the principal stations re- 
fused to sell the Aeronautical Me- 
chanics union time to discuss what 
the organization claimed was the 
‘Boeing Problem’ over their outlets. 
Unionists struck back with a six 
inch double display ad on front page 


of Seattle Post-Intelligencer that 
KEEN, local indie, would air the 
half hour. 


Seattle radio execs, with this ex- 
ception, said they were standing by 
President Roosevelt’s recent request 
that labor should not hamper coun- 
| try’s defense program; that their re- 
'fusal to be a party to any discus- 
|sion which might affect production 
| of planes for war needs by the large 
‘local plants, was in accord with the © 
| chief executive’s proclamation; that 
| scripts as submitted was not consid- 
{ered in public interest. _ 
| What impresses the general public 
| here is the close cooperation of the 
| stations in aiding the government in 
| it’s national defense and their stand 
| 





in preventing people at their mikes 
who might interfere in the program 
the President wants carried out. 
| With Seattle known as one of the 
| strongest union cities, this action on 
| the part of the radio heads is sym- 
| ptomatic of the times. 
| WTNJ, Trenton, has named 
‘Joseph Hershey McGillvra its na- 
| tional sales rep. 





| 
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city; outside the city: on the farms. 





rename tecees: 
eA Mary ion ee Nase ad 


SUSE ae at snr ee eee 


SERN MRA ey See 


wor 


Heaton he 


TREE 


ORE a 


Bas 


Paes 


: 
: 
: 
, 
j 


























ry 


26 RADIO 


ARIETY 


Wednesday, June 5, 19149 





Mayflower (Enemies of John Shepard) 


Misrepresented Financial Resources: 





Washington, June 4 

Inability to produce cash-on-the- 
barrel-head last week cost the May- 
dowee Broadcasting Corp., of Boston, 
its tilt with WAAB, Boston, over a 
proposed snatching of WAAB’s fa- 
cilities. The existing transmitter. 
WAAB, has survived plenty of man- 
handling on account of alleged po- 


Preoccupied 





Mutual tried several times by 
cable last Saturday (1) to reach 
Peter Tomkins, New York Her- 
ald Tribune correspondent in 
Rome and the network's broad- 
caster there, for a stanza in its 
war roundup. Failed to receive 
an answer, however. 


litical activities. Station assertedly 
was used, in 1937, as an active factor 
in the Boston mayoralty campaign, 


plus ‘its dabbling in the Massachu-, 


setts issue of permitting dog-track 
racing in the Bay State. 

Under the newest proposed find- 
ings by the Commish, Mayflower was 
put pretty definitely out of the pic- 
ture. Three stockholders—George R. 
Duuham, president; John J. McCann, 
treasurer, and Lawrence J. Flynn. 
secretary—were panned by the At- 
tucney General of Massachusetts for 
‘fraud’ and ‘misrepresentation’ in 
theic claims to holdings of $100,009 
cash. Notes, not cash, constituted the 
financial background of the May- 
flower Corp., according to pro- 
testants. 

Notes signed by McCann and Dun- 
ham—each of whom endorsed the 
other’s paper—promised to pay ‘on 
demand’ the sum of $50,000 to the 
company, it was charged. McCann 
‘intends to satisfy his note with ex- 
pected proceeds from an invention,’ 
according to the proposed findings 
against the Mayflower application. 


while Dunham and his wife are sub- | 


sisting on income derived from ap- 


proximately $40,800 worth of securi- | 


ties. No evidence as to how either 
McCann or Dunham could satisfy the 
$50,000 demand notes, FCC asserted. 


Little mention was made of Flynn, 
in the seven-page proposed finding. 
although the Bostonian was much ia 
the lime-light when WAAB, a John 
Shepard station, was embroiled in a 
bitter row over Boston political is- 
sues. At that time, Flynn worked 
for John Shepard, but an earlier 
scrap, which had re-echoings which 


reached as far as the West Coast | 


(KGGC, San Francisco), 
the alliance. 


In turning down the Mayflower 
application for 1410 ke, with 500 
watts nights, 1 kw days (facilities of 
WAAB), FCC tentatively approved 


shattered 


renewal of license for WAAB, which | 


uses 1 kw day and night with the 
same frequency. 

‘In view of the conclusions which 
we have reached with respect to The 
Mayflower Broadcasting Corp.’s ap- 
plication, we do not consider it nec- 
essary to discuss other evidence in- 
troduced at this hearing,’ the Gov- 
ernment radio agency shrugged. 

J. W. Gum appeared on behalf of 
the Mayflower group, with Paul D. P. 
Spearman, Frank Roberson, Frank 
U. Fletcher, J. Arnold Farrer and 


Richard M. Russell representing the | 


Yankee Network, Inc. 


Message was finally received 
Monday (3) from Tompkins, 
stating, ‘Sorry let you down Sat- 
urday. Was married Friday. 
Embarked wife on Manhattan 


. 


Saturday for America 


Ed East’s Renewal 


Fd East's contract with Pepsi-Cola 
will continue through the summer. 
but the late afternoon sessions at 6:20 
and 6:25 will be changed to partici- 
pation in East's ‘Breakfast in Bed- 
lam’ period in the early morning. 

Next 13 weeks starts June 190. 


Quits CFOC, Says Station 
Tried to Discourage 
Sustaining Programs 


Saskatoon, Sask., June 4. 
Charles Hearn, chairman of the 
Young Men's Section of the Sas- 
katoon board of trade, has resigned 
because of what he terms ‘lack of 
co-operation’ between radio station 
CFQC and himself. Hearn said he 











| 


WLW CREWS TO 
COVER 10 MORE 
TOWNS 


Cincinnati, June 4. 

Addition of 10 markets in the 
WLW trading area to those in which 
|econstant sdrveys are under way and 
| direct contacts are established with 
| distributors, has been made by 
' James D. Shouse, general manager 
| of Crosley stations. Several months 
| ago WLW placed merchandising rep- 
resentatives in Columbus and Day- 
i ton. O., and Indianapolis. They were 
Joseph J. Bauer, Edward Hadley and 
Robert Fishback, respectively. 

Newly added cities are Springfield, 
Lima, Ironton and Portsmouth, O.; 
Fort Wayne, Muncie, Anderson and 
Kokomo, Ind.; Ashland, Ky., and 
' Huntington, W. Va. 

Edward H. Hale and William Ma- 
lone will direct the field work in the 
Fort Wayne district, and Edward 
Cooke and Tom Turnball will be in 
charge of the Huntington area. 

Another WLW co-operative move 
with its drug and grocery products 
sponsors and their advertising agen- 
i cies is the setting up of special win- 
dow displays in the Crosley building 
at the New York World’s Fair. Win- 
dows are to be of modernistic de- 
sign, with novel lighting effects. Ar- 
rangements for their erection were 
,made by William Oldham, the sta- 
| tion’s research director, during a re- 
cent visit to the fair. 

Each window will be available to | 
manufacturers and advertising agen- 
cies for a week at a time. 





Evans Up for Congress 
Spartanburg, S. C., June 3. 

Virgil V. Evans, editor-publisher 
of Spartanburg News and previ- 
ously WSPA owner-operator for 10 
vears, has entered race for congress. 

He’s now member of state assem- 
| bly. 





had come to the conclusion after sev- 
eral months of dickering with the 
radio station for YMBT broadcasts 
that the station management was try- 
ing to discourage YMBT radio en- 
deavor. 

There had been occasions upon 
which the station had cancelled 
YMBT programs without notice, said 
Hearn. His committee, charged with 
arranging entertainment for the 
broadcasts, had been put to great in- 
convenience on this account, he said. 

It was decided to suspend the pro- 
grams for the summer and to dis- 
cuss the matter of future broadcasts 
next fall. as suggested by station ex- 
ecutives. 


Air time during the past winter i 


was donated by CFQC. 


BEN BERNIE, ANTI-QUIZ, 
LEAVING HALF-N-HALF 


Personally dissatisfied with the 
muddling of his Half ’n’ Half tobacco 
program. Ben Bernie and the Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co. are calling off the 
Musical Quiz program July 3. Ber- 
nie has been with the sponsor for 
two years and, from the start, both 
didn’t think the quiz type show was 
the proper pattern. 

Maestro closes at the Hotel Taft 
(N. Y.) June 21 and opens for a 
week at Jones Beach, N. Y., June 27. 
He inaugurates a new name-band 
policy at that spot, booked via Mu- 
sic Corp. of America, From there 
Bernie one-nighters and_ theatre- 
dates himself to California until the 
fall. 








SHORT-LIVED STRIKE 


Speak Up Or Shut Up 





Syracuse, June 4 


If American radio listeners don’t like the programs dished out to 
them, they either ought to speak up in complaint or keep quiet. That 
was the declaration of Prof. Kenneth C. Bartlett, head of the radia 
department at Syracuse University, in an address to a group of alumat 
here during commencement week activities. 

‘Radio stations should not be held responsible for broadcastiy 
better programs than listeners demand,’ Bartlett said. ‘People get 
no better radio programs than they deserve. If they don’t complain 
about the programs that are being aired the stations won’t change 
them.’ 

He added that radio, as an industry, has grown to such proportions 
that even those who don’t like the medium can no longer ignore it. And 
the active participation of listeners in telling broadcasters what pro- 
grams are liked and why--and vice versa—-will be the major factor 
in any revision of the present trends in the industry. 


“ 











Mexican Party Okays Demands of | 
Own Employes 
Mexico City, June 4. | 
Convinced that radio is an invalu- 
able publicity bet and that being off 
the air would be too costly, the boss 
of Mexican politics, the Party of the 
Mexican Revolution, broke a strike 
that shut its two stations here, XEUZ 
and XEFO, for an hour, by signing 
new labor contracts that allow the 
help most of what they want, 
This was the first radio station 
strike in Mexico in several years. 
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Bing Crosby to Visit 
South American Stables 


Hollywood, June 4. | 

Kraft Music Hall will be minus | 
Bing Crosby for 15 weeks this sum- | 
mer. He takes his midyear hiatus | 
after Aug. 8 broadcast. ‘The crooner 
had originally sought a 21-week | 
layoff. 

He’ll pass first month at his Del 
Mar race track down the Coast and 
then goes to South America to visit 
friends and look over the equine 
stock for his racing stable. Bob 
Burns does his usual pinch-hitting 
duty. 


SIX WEEKS IN BILLINGS 
FOR LEW VALENTINE 


Chicago, June 4. 
Dr. 1.Q. (Lew Valentine), who has | 
been playing his Mars candy quiz | 
show from the stage of theatres 
throughout the country, goes to the 
Fox in Billings (Mont.), for a six- 
week run starting July 8 This is 
the smallest town yet visited by this 

show. 


EI Paso Gets Going 


El Paso, Tex., June 4. 

KROD, Owned and operated by 
Dorrance D. Roderick, prexy of the 
Fl Paso Times, with Merle H. Tuckar 
as station manager, went on the air 
Saturday (1). Its CBS. 

Salute presented the El Paso Sym- | 
phony Orchestra under H. Arthur, 
Brown, Inaugural program was. un- 
der the direction of Russ Johnston, ! 
CBS program director from the west 
coast. | 

Station operates full time with a 
power of 250 watts on 1,500 kilo- 
cycles. 














Kalph Edwards on Web 
‘Truth or Consequences,’ Ralph | 
Edwards’ audience - participating 
series for Procter & Gamble, goes 
network beginning Aug. 17. It will 
air at 8:30 Saturday nights over 
NBC red (WEAF). It’s now on at 


! 


9:45 Saturday nights over WABC, 


New York, and four other CBS sata- 


tions. 


Ivory soap is the product and | 


Compton the agency. 
—-_— 











oe Twenty-eight primary business 
counties of the West where 
75% Of its retail sales are made, 
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And 
you in 


ntense Lovet age eS 


ghe Riche 


Here, united by Columbia-Pacific into 
one easily-sold market, is the “cream” 
of the richest per capita market in the 
nation*...the twenty-eight counties 
where 75% of its retail sales are made 
»..a vast, widely separated, 2% billion 
dollar sales territory—the first market of 
the West, the market to cultivate frst. 


all the 


coverage, 


Columbia-Pacific delivers it to 
one Campaign, wrapped up in 


MARKET. > in 


st Market’ ' 


one package...all of it with primary 


At the same time, without costing 
you a penny more, Columbia-Pacific 
gives you 99% coverage by night (94% 
by day) of the whole, far Western Em- 
pire...covcrage so complete that you'll 
find the casiest, most economical way 
to sell it is to go Columbia-Pacific, the 
West's busiest network, 

*The rich West—$352 per capita, Rest of the U. S.—$248 


COLUMBIA PAC/F/C NETWORK 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Palace Hote/, San Francisca-Columbia Square, Los Angeles 


Represented by Radio Sales; New Yorks Chicago, Detroit; Charlotte, North Carolina 
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FCC MONOPOLY 
REPORT FILED 
THIS WEEK? 


Washington, June ma 
Long delayed monopoly report, 
which Senator Charles H. 
Tobey raised a rumpus last months 
is due for submission to the FCC by 
its special investigating committee. 
While no date has been set, work of 
revising and rewriting the summary 
of voluminous evidence was said 





_Monday (3) to be about done anu it 
'was indicated the document would 


be turned over to the full group be- 
fore this week is out. 

Conclusions and recommendations 
are said to have been revived. Some 
weeks ago the committee blue-pen- 
ciled any findings, deciding merely 
to review the testimony and side- 


| step responsibility for suggesting any 
| new policies or changes in the law. 


This idea brought an unfavorable re- 


|; action, so the legal staff was told to 
| reinstate these features. 


Latest re- 
vision reputedly was caused by feel- 
ing: that some. of the conclusions 
could not be justified by the evi- 
dence. 

The committee was spurred last 
month by Senator Tobey. First the 
New Hampshire Republican wrote 
every member, recalling the fre- 
quent promises that the document 
would be finished soon and asking 
why it has taken so long to finish the 
study. After only three members— 
Commissioners Base, Craven and 
Payne, who are not on the investi- 
gating committee—replied that they 
were not responsible for the tardi- 


| ness, Tobey let loose on the Senate 


floor. He pointed out that the pro- 
posed House of Representatives in- 
vestigation in 1938 was shunted aside 
by promises that the Commish 
would dig to the bottom of the 
monopoly matter, commenting on 
the ‘unusual delay’ which he said 
‘indicates very strongly that the re- 
port is being deliberately held up.’ 





STANLEY HIGH ON FOR PM 

Stanley High, mag writer, starts a 
six-weekly series June 17 locally 
over WABC, New York, to plug the 
forthcoming daily newspaper, PM 
It will follow the regular Yankees- 
Giants baseball broadcasts and will 
take as much of the 15-minute time 


| as is available. Spiel will be mostly 
| a digest of material from the paper. 


indefinitely. 
Paper also 


Series will continue 
Compton agency has it. 


using time signals. 
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~ Sincere thanks... 





| to all my friends and associates 


| who made 





a Tenth Anniversary possible 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


a 


Before KDKA, Pittsburgh, and WBZ, Boston, shift over from the NBC- 
blue to the red network, a major agency in radio intends to find out for 


itself how much the loss of these two stations will mean to its (blue) hook- 
up. The device it intends to use is a giveaway, with the letters addressed 
to the individual stations. 


If the total returns are, say, 500,000 and KDKA accounts for 25,000 and 
WBZ another 25,000 it will make the deduction that the allowance which the 
network ought to make for the elimination of these two outlets is 10% of 
the total price for the basic blue network. This reduction, the agency fig- 
ures, would, of course, be decidedly affected by the rates asked for the 
substituted stations. 





Market survey of 2.500 homes has been completed by WQXR, New York. 
which has just issued the results in a printed pamphlet. Survey shows the 
relative standing of 307, leading brands of 2,464 products in such cate- 
gories as automobiles, bread, canned vegetables, cigarets, cleansing tissues, 
coffee, soft drinks, cosmetics, patent medicines, wines, toilet articles, frozen 
foods, tobacco, soaps and typewriters. 

Through its monthly printed program booklet, the station maintains con- 
tact with a cross-section of its listeners. For the survey, approximately 
11,000 subscribers to the program booklet were sent questionnaires. Of 
those, 3,102 or about 28% filled out the questions and returned the cards. 
First 2,500 were broken down for the tabulation. 





Ben Grauer flashed his best French, after English failed, in trying to call 
in Paris for a broadcast on an NBC early evening European news roundup 
last week. It did not immediately work, although connections with 
French capital were made before period ended. Seldom do listeners hear 
Americans dropping into a foreign language for transatlantic contacts, 
although voices from other side sometimes come through in French, 
Italian, etc., before the regular reporter is put on. In one NBC shot from 
Berlin, a German announcer speaking English said William C. Kerker had 
not yet arrived for salvo. Meantime he was tabbing the hour on ‘German 
summer time’. 





George E. Rankin, Jr., electrical engineer 6f WMAZ, Macon. gave evi- 
dence of ingenuity in radio mechanics last week by completing and in- 
stalling two-way communication systems in seven police cruising automo- 
biles of the city. Whereas formerly messages went out by radio to the 


cruising cars and responses had to be made by phone, now the officers at’ 


headquarters are in constant communication with any of the men of the 
beat. City estimated a saving of $200 to $300 on each installation had been 
realized through the Rankin-made equipment. 





Tony Martin is being credited in the radio trade with having much to do 
with the 11.7 rating in C.A.B, which the Ethyl program achieved. This 


was nearly a fourfold jump between his joining the program in September ' 


last and the windup. Although other factors were present, what has im- 
pressed the advertising fraternity is the fact that never before had a Kos- 
telanetz program got such a rating, or anywhere near. 





WOR, N. Y., artists bureau is building a program aroun@g Jimmy Walker 
and Betty Compton and will call it ‘Mr. and Mrs. Walker at Home.’ Still 
pretty vague, but the present idea is to have the pair supposedly at home 
reading the paper, with the dialog stemming from items there. 

- Would not be news commentator stuff. 


_—- 
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presents 
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SINGS 
SPEAKS 

REMEMBERS 
SALUTES 
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ANNE JAMISON 
KNOX MANNING 
TRUE BOARDMAN 
BILL ROBERTS 
EDWARD KAY 
His Orchestra and Chorus 
--and Cast of Radio’s Out- | 
\ standing Dramatic Players — 











Directed by J. DONALD WILSON | 
Continuity... Buckleigh Oxford 
Dramatic Salute...True Boardman 
Historic Research. .Virginia Barber 
Original Score...Edward Kay 
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HARRY DAVID FIELDS 





righted, registered and fully protected. 
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WOODMEN’S SOTH ANNI 


ON 85 U. S. STATIONS 





Omaha, June 4. 
85 stations. will 
program celebrating 


Some 
WOW's 
men 
(6) and 


CST this Thursday 


stetion program manager. 


Pickup will be from exact spot in 
was 


old room here where society 


founded half century ago. 





REDS IRKSOME 
~ TOINDUSTRY 





carry 
50th 
anniversary of its owner, the Wood- 
of the World Life Insurance 
Society. Program goes on at 7 p.m. 
is be- 
ing worked out by Lyle De Moss, 


RADIO TIME FOR 
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The present wave of anxiety over 


_the Fifth Column in this country and 
,in South America has encouraged 
,radio stations to frankly act as they 
obviously feel about the Commun- 
.ists. Quite a number of local sta- 
. tions refused to carry the Com- 


| 


| 
| 
} 


imunist party’s convention last week. | 


One of these, L. B. Wilson’s WCKY, 
Cincinnati, announced it had looked 
‘up the law and the party had no 
legal status in Ohio. 

Columbia carried the Earl Brow- 


der speech but publicly deplored | 


having to do so and suggested the | 


‘FCC rule should be revised freeing 
broadcasters from the onus of giving 


servient to a foreign dictatorship. 





WFBL’s Attitude 


Syracuse, June 4. 

WFBL, cancelled the scheduled 
CBS broadcast of the Communist 
party's national convention, Sunday 
(2) and substituted a Red Cross ap- 
peal program instead. 

The station’s only statements to 
irate leftists was that: ‘In these 
times we don’t feel that the Com- 
munist party should have the priv- 


ilege of using our station.’ 


* «| 





Levy’s Statement 
Philadelphia, June 4. 
Dr. Leon Levy, prexy of WCAU, 
on Sunday (2) banned the broadcast 
of Earl Browder, Communist candi- 


date for President, over the local | 


CBS outlet. 
Levy said: ‘The Communists of 
today are just as much of a menace 


to the country as the Nazis. We will | 


not permit the use of any of our 
broadcasting facilities by any of 
these Fifth Columnists’, 





Sympathy for Industry 
Washington, June 4, 
The furore over Earl Browder 
broke into the open Friday (31) 


when former Congressman John J. | 


O’Connor demanded the FCC do 
something to keep the Communist 


| Party leader off the air. 


Sympathy for the networks and 
station owners was apparent at the 


Capitol. Senator Burton K. Wheeler, | 


chairman of the Interstate Commerce 
Committee (which handles. radio 


matters), noted after conferring with | 


web representatives and Neville Mil- 
ler, president of NAB, that there is 
little else the stations can do but go 
through. The Montana solon in- 
dicated agreement with the idea that 
the law ought to be changed. 
Since broadcasters have given time 
to Norman Thomas, candidate of the 
Socialists, and John Aiken, the So- 
cialist Labor standard-bearer, they 


are compelled to open the doors to | 
This is | 
the stand taken by the web officials. | 

Whole incident has brouzht into | 
sharp relief several important angles. | 
Such as the omission of definitions | 
of who constitutes a ‘candidate.’ It | 


Browder, in Miller’s view. 


has been remarked that the Com- 
munist Party no longer is formally 
recognized in New York and does 
not go on the ballot in the prepon- 
derance of states. 


BBC PHOTOGRAPHS 
FOR FOREIGN PRESS 








London, May 20. 

Inauguration last week of a photo 
bureau by British Broadcasting 
Corp. is aimed at servicing over- 
s@as press. 

Copyright shots are released for 
publication at fee of 35c per re- 
production and to carry BBC credits. 


' Kaiser, program director. 


Recently of KITE, Kansas City. 
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Payroll Traffic 


SHEFHFFFFFFFSH SOOO SOSPOEDS 


Syracuse—Two more posts In the 
WOLF set-up have been perman- 
ently filled, according to Louis W. 


Woodle of Buffalo becomes head an- 
nouncer., 
rector of news. 





Philadelphia—William Carty has ' 


been added to the WIP announcing 
staff for summer relief duties. 





St. Paul—Hale Byers, formerly 
WEBC, Duluth, spieler, now doing 
the news for WCCO. 





Duluth—Rod Border in at KDAL, | 
as continuity and production man. 


Hamilton 


Martin A. Burstein is di- | 


‘ HUMMERT SAID 


TO ENCOURAGE 
BOICE 


Ken Boice, former CBS v.p., who 
is currently trying to set up a net- 
| work of his own from the remaing 
| of the abortive Transcontinental 
| Broadcasting System, has devised a 
| basis of web organization that is re. 
| ported to be receiving encourage- 
ment from Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert. Boice’s idea is okay with the 
agency, but it’s up to him first to 


_deliver a sufficient number of sta- 


tions in the basic and closely adjoin- 








Cleveland—Bill Jacobs has joined | 
the engineering staff of WGAR. 
Jacobs is currently working on his | 
masters degree at Case School of 
Applied Science here. 


Lawrence, Mass.—Henry B. Mc- 
Naughton, formerly with WTBO, 
Cumberland, Md., and WTAM, Cleve- 
land, has become business manager 
and program director of WLAW. 





Pittsburgh—Derby Sproul has re- 
signed as head of the program de- 
partment at KDKA and returned to | 
Denver, where he was connected | 
with KOA before coming here. No! 
replacement has been made yet. 








Portland, Ore.—Hartley Sater, for- 
merly of KHQ-KGA, Spokane, has 


| joined the KGW staff. 
free speech privileges to a party sub- | 





Peoria, I1!l.—George Reuter, for- 


| merly with WBBM, Chicago, is head 
|of WMBD's continuity department. 
| Lee Elton has left the same outlet’s 


| engineering staff to join WGN, Chi- | 


cago. 


ing areas before any deals can be 
discussed. 

Under his new plan Boice would 
confine his direct operation to a 
hookup of stations in the east and 
middlewest. There would be an 
allied group of stations in the west, 
but independently operated and still 
a third group taking in Texas and 
Oklahoma and likewise allied, but 
independently operate’ from Trans- 
continental. The basic group would 
use life versions of the programs, 
while the western and Texas-Okla- 
homa groups would broadcast the 
recorded editions of the same shows, 
with the required AFRA rebroad- 
cast fee paid for the privilege. 

A quarter hour five days a week 
in the basic area would be delivered 
on the basis of 52 weeks for a total 
of $54,000. The cost of the western 
group for the same thing would be 
$27,500 a year. The Texas-Oklahoma 
setup would be listed for $12,500 a 
year, with the rate for a quarter- 


‘hour program five days a week over 


a period of 52 weeks for all three 
groups coming to $94,000. 

















Tom, Dick and Harry 
'| All Become Raymond 


Adam Hats Sues | 


-MwkeeStoreFor 
Alleged ‘Tieup’ 


Milwaukee, June 4. 

Adam Hat Stores, Inc., a New 
York corporation operating a chain 
of skypiece shops across the coun- 
try, has taken action against Adams 
Hat & Shirt Shop, Inc., of this city. 
Chain, in a trademark infringement 
suit, asserts that for 10 years it has 
| popularized Adam hats’ through 
| sponsoring prizefight broadcasts. And 
it alleges the Milwawkee store has| 
been stealing thundef by displaying 
pictures of fights and fighters in his 
windows and tagging the hats on dis- | 
play as ‘The Bomber,’ ‘The Broad- 
cast Special’ and similar monickers, 
, allegedly in an effort to take ad- 
vantage of the plaintiff’s radio broad- 
casts. 

Plaintiff asserts damages in excess 
of $3,000 have been suffered. 

Milwaukee merchant naturally de- 
nies the allegations and takes the 
| position that any similarity in names 
and merchandising methods is pure- 
ly coincidental. 





























RY to take 100 men and trans- 

form them into a reflection of 
| your image in likeness in thought, 

desires and objectives. 
trick if you can do it! Yet, \ 
mond Paige performs this modern 
miracle every Thursday night on 
Musical Americana over 101 stations 
on the NBC-Blue network and by 
shortwave around the world. “The 
100 Men of Melody" which you hear 
are a Paige creation produced by 
musical technique, personality—and 
a dollar and a quarter, slender, 


wooden baton. 
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‘ JOURNEY’ , 
Oi stty Winkler, Lester Damon, 
cliff Soubier, Durward Kirby 


serial 
15 Mins. 
EFT 
oes, 5:15 p.m. CDST 
WwMAQ, Chicago 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
While this new daytime serial by 
Sandra Michael for the Proctor & 
Gamble company 1s heard on disc for 
the Chicago repeat show, the pro- 
gram is on a western network leg of 
NBC out of Chicago for a morning 
ride. Inability to get the morning 
slice on the local red web outlet 
necessitates the later disc repeater. 


More and more cogitation is the 
mark of these strip shows. The char- 
acters are all doing a lot of thinking 
out loud for the audience and there 
is a trend towards a higher income 
aura about the people themselves. 
While they continue to live tangled 
lives, their general living level has 
been upped slowly but surely. They 
are using better and classier lan- 
guage and they are concerned with 
the ‘meaning of life’ in their radio- 
philosophy sort of way. They go on 
pondering, pondering, pondering 
about Life, and the organ plays soul- 
fully in the background. 


All this must be very effective: | 
and this show is a further step in ef- | 
fectiveness. And Sandra Michael has | 
established herself as an effective} 
radio writer. 

Story itself is developing slowly 
and ponderingly, outlining the grow- 
ing foment of a husband-architect 
with ideals and a wife with no illu- 
sions about Life, and the possible 
threat of a rancher friend for tri- 
angle interest. The opening shows 
indicate the couple as on the brink 
of separation. Doubt sears the brain 
of the idealistic husband-architect. 

Such is the physical background of 
the show. But the best technical 
points of the show are performance 
of Betty Winkler and the production 
job. Betty Winkler has been estab- 
lished for some years now in radio 
and the work she does here indicates 
this experience. She turns in an out- 
standing job. 

From a production point of view, 
this is evidently a difficult show to 
handle, since the dialog is broken up 
continually by the cogitative discus- 
sions of the mental state of the char- 
acters. Announcer does a sort of 
Freudian annotation to indicate the 
mental stresses and the flow of 
thought of the characters. Such | 
break-ins throughout the program | 
would apparently lead to a certain 
jerkiness of movement, but the pro- 








Phoney and Sounds It 





One of the most vapid radio 
subterfuges, which fool nobody, 
are those thin smatterings of ap- 
plause as some of the bands are 
cued into taking the air. Idea is 
to percolate alleged customer en- 
thusiasm to the auditor. 

Actually, the busboys, waiters, 
the bosses and the bandmen 
themselves are steaming up a 
little phoney hand-clapping, to 
con the listeners that there’s 
much fun and whoopee going on. 
Usually it sounds as phoney as 
it is. 








JACK BERCH GANG 

With John Reed King, John Gart, 
Carl Kress, Sam Prager 

15 Mins. 

Transcription 

GULF OIL 

Tuesday, Thursday, 12:15 p.m. 

WOAIT, San Antonio 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Summertime is fly-time and in the 
interests of Gulf Spray Insect Killer 
comes once more the songs of Jack 
Berch and the music of his gang 
composed of John Gart at the organ, 
Carl Kress on the ;uitar and Sam 
Prager at the piano. Program is 
opened and closed, with an appro- 
priate ditty pertaining to the fact 
that since using Gulf Spray folks 
won't be bothered with summer 
pests. 

Berch, besides singin? songs, which 
range from old favorites to senti- 


mental ballads, also does part of the | 
emceeing. Does a good job in this , 


department, but fails badly in his 
attempted comedy with John Reed 
King. These sessions tend to slow 
program. 

King handles his spieling duties 
in a nice fashion as well as the com- 
mercials, 


The trio supply good background 
for the songs of Berch and are spot- 
lighted with a solo number which 
is broken into by the local announcer 
with a commercial. These stress the 
fact that the product may be used 
without ill effect and may be used 
to spray clothing prior to putting 
same away for the summer. Andy. 





duction here is steady and sincere. 
Program flows smoothly. Ted Mc- 
Murray is listed as producer and 
carries through on a difficult assign- 
ment. Gold 
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RALPH AND GRETA DUMKE 
Songs, Organ 
15 Mins.—Local 
KNOX GELATIN 
Daily, 12 Noon 
WEAF, New York 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

Bearing the title ‘Friendship Cir- 
cle,’ this daily quarter-hour is an ex- 
cursion into-the lush pastures of 
hymn-singing by Ralph Dumke, 
whilom pariner of Ed East in the 
old ‘Sisters of the Skillet.’ He has 
Mrs. Dumke to sing with him and 
provide the organ accompaniment. 
It’s good, standard, chin-up hoke de- 
signed to reach the sentimental, the 
nostalgic, the church-going element 
of the WEAF zone. 

The commercials are handled by 
| Dumke and they come down hard on 
KNOX gelatine as a cure for leth- 
argy. Land. 





‘STRICTLY _ BUSINESS’ 
With Shirley Booth, Peggy Conklin, 

Lawson Zerbe 
Dramatic serial 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
| Friday, 8 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

About the only justification for 
spotting this one in an evening pe- 
riod is that it might serve as a sort 
{of respite from the current barrage 
| of war news and comment. ‘Strict- 
| ly Business’ is strictly daytime cali- 
| bre. The dialog has a veneer of 
; smartness and sophistication which 
| might peg it as a 52nd St. version of 
i‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,’ and 
| the following nifty pretty well sums 
| up the literary and imaginative level 
of the serial under discussion, ‘If 
you have a better figure than your 
neighbor the wolves will beat a path 
to your door.’ The authors respons- 
ible are Knowles Entrikin and How- 
ard Breslin. 


Center of the serial’s pother is a 
nightclub press agent, flip in speech 
and breezy in his treatment of the 
dames. If he isn’t on the make for 
one, another’s on the make for him. 
Lawson Zerbe does a stock char- 
acterization of this Don Juan fig- 
ment. Shirley Booth makes the best 
of her assignment as a hard-headed 
damsel who succumbs anyway while 
Peggy Conklin likewise puts her tal- 
ents to minor use in the part of the 
heiress whose more calculating style 
proves tough competition. 

Lester O’Keefe directs this one ac- 
cording to the conventional manner 
and Paul Laval batons the incidental 
music. Despite the laboriousness of 
the script’s humor, there’s a species 
of romance that ought to fetch the 
kid listeners of high school age. A 
guy who keels ’em over the way 
this young p.a. does can’t help but 
be vicarious fodder for any Henry 
Aldrich. The choice of title couldn’t 
have been much less apt. Odec. 











| Follow-Up Comment 











‘The O’Neils’ (mother and daugh- 
ter) had areal _heart-to-heart 
Thursday (30) as the daughter was 
deeply despondent over leaving 
home to live in the strange city of 
Chicago. Many New Yorkers who 
don’t. ordinarily listen to daytime 
serials could perhaps sympathize 
with the fate facing the poor girl. 
| apart from this extraneous con- 
| sideration, it was a shrewd, tight, 
|socky bit of dramatic hoke and sur- 
| prisingly listenable considering the 
| total lack of action. It had a cer- 
| tain universal simplicity unlike the 
| details of the merchandizing ‘hook,’ 
which is a Pontiac automobile, 1,000 
| gallons of gasoline and $100 vaca- 








(tion money. 





Norman Vincent Peale washed up | 
his ‘Art of living’ series on NBC} 
Thursday (30) afternoon, and in the | 
process he reminded the critical 
listener that the art of being ‘edu- 
ctaional’ over the radio is still pretty 
much a matter of one man or one 
|} woman having a lot on the ball as 
a speaker and as a personality. The 
'reservoir of the high-minded, well- 
|informed, idea-impregnated individ- 
'ual must inevitably discourage those | 
iwho attempt to achieve something 
iby the laborious experiment of 
| Greek chorus filter mikes, etc. None | 
of these devices, however smart, can | 
|in themselves deliver a broadcast as 








|good as the apparently effortless 
'clarity, force and persuasion of-a 
'gent who is just plain good at 


| straight spieling. 

ap EN | 
| NBC Radio Guild’s installment of | 
j} last Saturday night (25) on the} 
NBC-Blue (WJZ) brought to atten- |; 
tion a young writer, Eugene V. Ad- 
ler, who is reminiscent of the earlier 
Clifford Odets. He seems likely to 
go places. The script NBC put on 
was titled ‘Beat Out the Drum.’ It 
told the story of one Jacob Kuntz 
who craved to be a -drummer in a 
band but whom the fates and his 
family turned into a successful busi- 
nessman. Adler has a natural skill 
for getting to the core of a human 
emotion and clearing away all the 
unessential dross so that what he 
brings to the surface rings clear and 
true. There’s nothing forced about 





his work. The pacing is smooth and 
the dialog crisp and provocative. 
Carl Eastman did a slick piece of 


Jaide Klein gave her usually capable 
performance as the mother. 





reading in the central role and able 





WNEW bELIvers! 


6 powerful reasons why: 


1. TWICE THE AUDIENCE of any other 
New York independent station. (Hooper- 
Holmes and other impartial surveys.) 2. THE 
NATION’s BIGGEST MARKET. (The 50-mile 
metropolitan trading area.) 3. ONE-THIRD 
THE Cost of any New York network station. 
4. RADIO’s OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS. 
(“Make Believe Ballroom” with Martin 
Block, “Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. 
And many others.) 5. LOCAL ADVERTISERS 
know WNEW moves the 
most goods—fastest. 6. 
MORE COMMERCIAL TIME 
is bought on WNEW than 
any station in New York. 







The rich fifty-mile trad- 
ing area whichW NEW 
covers. 


WNEW 


NEW YORK 


SERVING NEW YORK AND 





NEW JERSEY 24 HOURS A DAY 


1000 WATTS BY. NIGHT 


5000 WATIS BY DAY +» 1250 KILOCYCLES ° 


Nationally Represented by John Blair & Company 
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TELEVISION STALLS, INDECISION GENERAL; '~ 
POLITICS MAY FAVOR RECONSIDERATION 





Republicans’ Disposition to Exploit ‘Hampering Busi- 


ness Expansion’ Theme May Spur Democrats to 
Ease Restrictions, It Is Hoped 





Washington, June 4. 

On the chance that political con- 
sideration will cause the FCC to 
change its mind once more, televi- 
sion operators and potential experi- 
menters generally are marking time 
before filing new applications. In- 
decision is practically universal, fol- 
lowing the FCC decision that the 
first video ribbon (44,000 to 50,000 
kc) will be more useful to the pub- 
lic if opened up for frequency modu- 
lation broadcasting. 

None of the major operators has 
decided what to do, although they 
intend to keep going. Scrapping of 


the rule encouraging program ex- ; 
perimentation and putting off until . 


some indefinite date commercial op- 
eration has all of them flustered. 


The immediate excuse for delay- 
ing presentation of new application 
—all petitioners were ordered last 
fall to ask for a particular frequency 
—is the necessity of seeing the new 
rules and regulations carrying out 
policies enunciated a week ago in 
the second decision which called for 
more technical research. Present op- 
erators want to know what the Com- 
mish will say about the matter of 











trying out various systems before 
they file the papers. 

Underneath, however, there is a 
hope that the Commish will somer- 
sault again in order to save the 
New Deal from possible embarras- 
ment at the hands of the Republi- 
cans. Since the television issue has 
been so widely discussed, sophisti- 
cated observers think the regulators 
may realize the G. O. P. will resume 
accusing the Roosevelt Administra- 
tion of putting barriers in the way 
of economic progress and, to dis- 
arm the campaign opposition, may 
decide that money-making and re- 
search can go forward simultaneously 
So far, nobody on the Commish has 
said anything publicly that war- 
rants this view and there is noth- 
ing but the logic born of experience 
to back up this slant. 

All of the principal operators are 


hesitant about commenting on the 
Commish decision. Silence does not 
hide the disappointment, however, 
over rescinding of the rule which 
would permit experimentation in 
program structure and measuring 
audience taste. Most of the industry 
front men stick to their belief that 
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DON’T MISS 


NE scan USE 


By Adelaide Marston 





| the greatest incentive the FCC could | 
| give to television development would | 


be removal of the handcuffs. Even 
if the rules simultaneously required 
technical research along various 
lines. 

Some of the leaders are likely 
' to file applications asking permis- 
sion to try out various standards. 
While RCA and NBC unquestionably 
will stick to their own technique, 
it is more than likely that others, 
notably CBS, may test both the 30- 
frame and the 16-frame methods. 
Philco probably will go forward 
trying to get the bugs out of verti- 
cal polarization. Plans of Don Lee 
and Zenith remain mysteries. 


The Commish is toying with the 
‘idea of having a huddle of experts, 
not a hearing for the record, but a 
round-table discussion, before adopt- 
ing rules. Or the regulations may 
be announced tentatively and the 
technicians then invited to consult 
quietly. Such a move unquestionably 
would find the engineers just as far 
apart but at least it would enable 
the regulators to adopt phraseology 
which—conforming to the philoso- 
phy that more experimentation is 
necessary—would head off squawks 
about arbitrary action or favoritism. 





Claims Spot 
Record For 
250 - Watters 


—_—_——— — 


Detroit, June 4. 
WJBK here is claiming it carries 





Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 





;more national spot biz than any 
'other 250-watter in the nation, a 
| record-breaking biz built on records 


|—musical programs built from a| 
| transcription and recording library | 


' said to be the largest in Detroit. 
According to Art Croghan, WJBK’s 


station’s 24-hour schedule comprises 
'music of one type or another. Sta- 
| tion’s sales, Croghan reports, are up 
|41% for January, 57% for February, 
81% for March and 87% for April, 


as compared to 1939 figures. 




















starting Today 


Parade.’ 


* Best seller on Victor Records. | 


so nice. 


* TRIUMPHANT RETURN TO NEW YORK PARAMOUNT! 


Rounding out her first year on ‘Your Lucky Strike Hit 


* A deep curtsey to the American Tobacco Co. 
Lord & Thomas, Leonard Joy, Bob Weitman, Harry 
Kalcheim and all the other people who have been 


Management — GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORPORATION 
NEW YORK © CHICAGO @ DALLAS @ HOLLYWOOD ¢ LONDON 

















SOFT OFOEHOF Or ray 


From the Production Centres 


+++ 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Hal Brown, guitarist who cues in ‘Just Plain Bill,” has opened String of 
millinery shops in and around Manhattan with his brothers... .trade name 
is ‘Hal’s Hats’....Karl Swenson, title player in ‘Lorenzo Jones,’ to become 
a father in October....Alvin Josephy, Jr., WOR special events man, doing 
‘Authors on Radio’ column for Saturday Review of Literature... . Parker 
Fennelly added to ‘Just Plain Bill’ cast....Tom Shirley, announcer on 
| same show, has bought a new car and a home at Roslyn, L. I. 

Welcome Lewis to Schenectady last week for biz conference with Leigh- 
ton & Nelson agency. Hazel Flynn went along....Larry Nixon, former 
WNEW press agent, now presiding over the press lounge at the World’s 
Fair N. Y. Telephone Bldg., has authored new travel book, ‘See Canada 
Next,’ which Little, Brown brings out July 25....Ed and Polly East have 
bought a new residence on Long Island....Katherine Roche (June Baker) 
back to Chicago and WGN via Williamsburg, Virginia, to get material for 
her program....Dinah Shore returns to NBC sustaining Friday (10) 10:15. 
10:30 p.m. on the Blue. 

Softball teams of Lowell Thomas and Gene Tunney give their all for 
Connecticut Children’s Aid Society next Sunday (9) at Amusement Park 
in South Norwalk, Conn.....Graham McNamee, James Melton, Walter 
O'Keefe, John Kieran, Lew Lehr, Ed Thorgersen, Colonel Stoopnagle and 
Lanny Ross among air celebs in lineups....Mrs. F. Chase Taylor, wife of 
Stoopnagle, heading ticket drive. 

Mutual and WOR publicity offices rearranged into separate portions— 
merely for simplification of operation....Philco giving away 50 receiver 
sets as prizes in a guessing contest at the World's Fair....Ed Wynn talking 
to writers about a comedy series—still nebulous....Selena Royle signed 
by Colgate for five more years, continuing in ‘Woman of Courage’.... 
Sydney A. Moseley of WMCA to speak on ‘War in Europe and Its Effect 
on American Youth’ before young people's fellowship of Archdeaconry of 
Westchester, at Trinity Church, Ossining, Saturday (8). 
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| IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Harry Maizlish closed deal for Federal Savings & Loan to take all sus- 
tainers on KFWB from June 23 to July 9. That's the time of the year out 
here when the firm does land office biz....Martha Mears dropped off 
Hormel’s ‘It Happened in Hollywood’ for a fling at the flickers. Two stu- 
dios already have tested her....Don Gilman back from his home office 
| gabfest....Ken Carpenter making a fast trip to visit the folks in Peoria 
_ between Kraft Music Hall broadcasts....Don Wilson goes to Memphis in 
| June to emcee Shrine electrical pageant....Harry Fields in New York to 
| hop up interest in his new transcription series, ‘American Panorama’.... 
| Betty Jane Rhodes, Don Lee's ‘first lady of television,’ gets the singing 
| spot on Fred Allen’s three farewell broadcasts to Bristol-Myers from here. 

Replaces Wyn Murray, held in New York by World’s Fair commitment 
| --..-Edgar Bergen made his first solo flight last weekend... .Jack Dolph in 

from the east to visit friends over Memorial Day holiday weekend.... 
, Cues, scripts and options forgotten last Saturday while American Fed- 
| eration of Radio Artists gang frolicked in its first shindy at Uplifters ranch 
a -Most ad agencies will weather the summer months with skeleton staffs. 
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advertising manager, about 75% of | 


Practically all the transcription 
companies had representatives pres- 
ent yesterday (Tuesday) at a New 
York meeting to consider the pro- 
posed code of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. Meeting 
elected a committee of three to meet 
hereafter both with AFRA and with 
a committee to be designated to- 
morrow by advertising agencies most 
concerned with radio discs. Wax- 


ne 








ENDLESS BRIEF LINE 


New Lawyers File Before FCC—13 
Last Week 





| 
; 








{ 
Washington, June 4. 
Seemingly inexhaustible demand 
| for more radio attorneys to practice 
before the Federal Communications 
Commission at Washington engulfed 
another 13 hopefuls last week. 
Applications of the following bar- 
risters were approved by the Com- 
mish: 
Seymour M. Heilbron and Willard 
P. Scott, New York; William M. Ac- 
} ton, Danville, Ill; Sam Altschuler, 
Aurora, IIL; D. Bernard Coughlin, 
| Maysville, Ky.; George A. Gold- 
| stein, Boston; John T. Haswell, and 
| Lee C. Hirslea, Cleveland; Osborne 
| Shannon Koerner, Washington, D. C.; 
| Karl A. Kopetsky, Chicago; Cornel- 
ius W. McInerny, Santa Monica, 
Calif.; Jack M. Ranral, Lubbock, 
Tex., and Arthur W. Weber, Toledo. 


Transcriptionists Form Committee, 


Call AFRA Purposely Impossible’ 


men’s committee includes C. M. 
Finney of Associated, John McDon- 
ald of NBC and Charles Gaines of 
World. Agencies that will probably 
be on the admen’s committee are 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, McCann- 
Erickson, Benton & Bowles, BBD&O 
and J. Walter Thompson. 

Waxmen speak of ‘Purposely im- 
possible demand-all bargaining 
| points’ in the ‘conditions’ which in 
| themselves are so upsetting to status 
| quo that, the waxmen think, AFRA 
|expects to have the pay scales get 
| minimum attention in the fatigue of 
| going over the conditions. 

Transcriptionists say that radio 
actors have never shown any dispo- 
sition to dispute the fact that work- 
ing conditions allowing five pro- 
| grams to be recorded in a single 
afternoon, say, are quite unlike 
showing up five times on as many 
days for five broadcasts. They resent 
AFRA’s brushing this aside. 
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BALTIMORE 


(WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 


k Lecal National Total 
= Units Spot Units Units 
7,755 5,090 2,078 14,923 
7,895 5141 2,386 15,422 
17%  —l% 133%  —3.2% 


General drop all around here in- 
dicating summer slump under way. 
Special plans to stimulate seasonal 
letdown being planned by all sta- 
tions with resulting good pace held 
on local unit count. 


WBAL 


Issued eight-page tab titled ‘Busi- 
ness in Baltimore’ featuring local 
business trends and pointing effec- 
tiveness of one-minute recorded 
spots. Going after summertime 
home-building boom, station has put 
on considerable new time via build- 
ers, contractors, supply people, real 
estate outfits and Building & Loan 
Associations. 

Ten Crown Charcoal Gum, through 


Platt-Forbes, Inc., have renewed 
program for summer. 

WFBR 
General Electric Co. through 


BBD&O, 13 anns. 

California Fruit Growers (Sun- 
breaks and one-min. spots. 

Armour & Co., through Lord & 
Thomas, 26 anns. 

Procter & Gamble (Camay), 
through Pedlar & Ryan, quarter-hour 
strip of ‘Women in White’ discs. 


CHICAGO 


(WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


} 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,355 5,188 10,105 24,648 
9,385 5,198 10,099 24,682 
—0.3% —0.2% +0.06% —0.1% 


Most of the activity underway in 
local stations concerns fall contracts 
rather than immediate business, with 
the stations here finding business 
holding rather steadily with little 


Network L ; 
Units a Pee od ae breakdowns of individual sta- 
7.193 4.294 1.395 12.882 tions. Grouped market figures 
7.148 4350 1304 12802|| O”!y are given. 
10.6% —12% 17% 4+-0.6% _ One minute of commercial 
a time is figured as one unit. 





shifts either on or off as both spon- | 
sors and agencies evidence a real de- | 
sire to continue along a straight path | 
as much as possible at this time. 


CINCINNATI = 


(WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) | 


Network Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,440 8,302 5,761 18,503 | 
4,515 8,248 5,999 18,762 

~—-16% +0.7% —3.9% —1.3% 

WSAI | 


Schneider Grocery Co., local chain, | 
sponsoring network ‘Breakfast Club,’ | 
weekly for 13 | 


three half-hours 
weeks, through William Holland 
agency. 

Air Conditioning Institute, ‘Jim 
Parsons’ E. T. series, three quarter- 
hours and six announcements week- 
ly, 13 weeks. Placed by National 
Classified agency. 

Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincy, 14 
announcements. 


WKRC 


Schoenling Brewing Co., local, 28 
spot announcements’ weekly, 
weeks, 


' 





(Unit Grosses for Last Week and Previous Week) 





DENVER 


(KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


How Units Are Figured 


Dollar volume is omitted from 
these reports. So, too, are the 


Thus a sponsored hour is 60 
units, a half hour 30 units, and 
sO On. 

Chainbreaks, time _ signals, 
spot announcements in partici- 
pation programs are counted as 
one unit each. 


HARTFORD 


| 
KFEL (WDRC, WTHT, WTIC) 
Carter Products, Inc., through Spot Network Local National 


Joe Alpert Clo. Co., through Max 
Goldberg agency, three newscasts 
weekly, one year. 

Martin Bros. Co., through Ray- 
mond Keane agency, 12 ‘For Women 
Only’ quarter-hours. 

Everett & Barron Co., 
nouncements. 

International Harvester Co.,through 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, 24 an-! 
nouncements. 


28 an- 














Total 


Broadcasting, five chain breaks week-| Units Units Spot Units Units. 
ly, one year. 7,362 2,077 1,498 10,937 
Temple Garage, 52 chain breaks. 7,259 1,999 1,621 10,879 
R. R. Hall Auto Co., 52 announce-| +1.4% 439% —1.1% +0.5% 


ments. Gains in network and _ national 
Silver Auto & Radio Supply Co.,! spot offset drop in local units and 

through Max Goldberg agency, two! helped Hartford to fifth consecutive 

announcements daily, one month. _| gain in the total column. 


Ten announcements each to the 
KANSAS CITY 


following: 
Ady & Crowe Merc. Co. 
(KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, 


Western Auto Supply Co. 
Crocker & Co. 


Holt Chew Motor Co. WDAF, WHB) 

National Fuel Co. Network Loeal National Total 
Midwest Improvement Co. Units Units Spot Units Units 
Ideal Laundry. 6,405 6,916 7,190 20,511 
Swayne-Wimbush Motor Co. 6,445 6,697 7,021 20,163 
Evalona Dairy. \—-06% 432% 424% +16% 


Good Housekeeping Stores. Rise in national spot and local units 

KLZ with two stations reporting nice in- 

Dr. Hess & Clark, Inc., through | creases; network biz continues down 
N. W. Ayer, three announcemenis hill. 
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LOS ANGELES 


(KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, KMPC, 


KNX) 

Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUniis Units 
10,464 11,412 1,802 23,678 
10,671 11,564 1,742 23,977 

—19% —13% +3.4% —1.2% 

KFI 


Farmers Market, through Advertis- 
ing Arts, 13 anns. 

Armour & Co., through Lord & 
Thomas, 156 quarter-hour transcrip- 
tions, ‘Your Treat.’ 

Thrifty Drug Stores, through Mil- 
ton Weinberg, 270 one-min. spots. 

KECA 

California Fruit Growers Ex- 
change, through Lord & Thomas, 10 
participations in ‘Mid-Morning Jam- 
boree.’ 

KFWB 

Kay’s Beverages, through William 
Berg, five announcements weekly, 
three months. 

Gaffers & Sattler, five half-hour 
variety programs weekly for three 
months. 

Standard Storage, through I. E. 
Wallin, 18 half-hours. 


NEW YORK CITY 


(WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, 
WQXR) 


Network Lecal National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
630 9,659 16,285 26,574 

750 9,575 15,917 26,242 
—17.3% +08% 42.3% +1.2% 


It’s a record high for New York’s 
local, national spot, total columns, 
WMCA 
Virginia Dare Extract Co., through 
H. B. LeQuatte, announcements. 
Smith Benny Sales Corp., through 








weekly, 30 weeks. 


Latcham Tire Co., through Galen | e ° : e . 
Fours cere see-vord «= T a ardia Will Have Chance to Air 


Stearns Dairy Co., through Ball & | 
Davidson agency, 26 50-word an- | 
nouncements. 

Hoskins & Demondion (Sefenz), | 
through Cole agency, 24 100-word | 


Collusion’ Charge Against CBS 





Leeburta Cosmetics, 10 100-word 
participating announcements. 


DES MOINES 


(KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


announcements. 


Washington, June 4. 
Feuding between New York’s 
mayor, Fiorella H. LaGuardia, and 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
i last week resolved itself into a new 
| hearing which will be held this 


Network Local National Total) week on ‘collusion charges’ filed by 
Units Units Spot Units Units | the Manhattan executive on behalf 
7,440 3,120 4,711 15,271 | of WNYC. 

7,740 3,210 4,711 15,271; After a long drawn-out scuffle 
4+6% +1.7% +1.7% 'over night operation for the New 


= | York municipally-owned transmit- 
* No change. ‘ter, Federal Communications Com- 
Local units climbed to an eight-| mission decided to listen once again 
week high. National spot up slightly.| to LaGuardia’s complaints that the 


web is engaged in a ‘conspiracy’ to 
DETROIT 


take over the 810 ke channel—on 


which the Minneapolis __ station, 
| (CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, WWJ, (WCCO) now is operating. 
WXYZ) | Four Minnesota congressmen— 


| Andresen, Youngdahl, Anderson and 


Network Local National Total Knutson—appeared before the Com- 
| Units Units Spot Units Units! nich a week ago to protest against 

8,445 11,523 4,837 24,805 anything ‘that will impair the effi- 
| 8,033 11,614 4,454 24.101 | ciency of WCCO,’ the CBS trans- 
(+5.1% —O08% +46% +2.9% mitter which was described as the 


| Some slight upward trends noted! only clear-channeler ‘embracing the 
in network and spot biz, but no great |four states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
| changes are expected for some time.| North Dakota and South Dakota.’ 

|Armour & Co., through Lord & | 


13! Thomas, placed thrice-weekly quar- privilege of operation up to 11 p.m.|mitter in private 


mayor as ‘collusion, underhanded 
methods and improper conduct’ on 
the part of Meff Runyan, CBS v.p., 
and Harold L. Riegelman, counsel 
for the Citizens’ Budget Committee 
of New York. Runyan and Riegel- 
man are ‘seeking to get control of 
WNYC’s channel,’ according to La- 
Guardia. 

Minnesota lawmakers and Alfred 
W. . Bowen, special counsel for 
State’s Attorney-General J. A. A. 
Burnquist, stuck doggedly to the is- 
sue of engineering difficulties and 
interference to WCCO which would 
| result from night operation of 
| WNYC, its channel-sharer. The 
State of Minnesota, the station and 
CBS took issue with WNYC’s con- 
tention that the inierference-snar] 





tion. 

Original charges of ‘collusion’ 
were voiced two weeks ago when 
LaGuardia claimed that CBS was 
slyly helping a certain group to 
snatch the city-owned transmitter 
|away from its municipal owners. 





control, it was 





| ter-hour ‘Your Treat’ E.T.’s on WWJ.; was denounced by New York’s! charged, for reasons of ‘economy.’ | between platters. 
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Four-Month Trend of Radio Business 
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Milton Samuels, five quarter-hours 
weekly, 52 weeks, ‘Mother’s Little 
Helper.’ 

Peter Breidt Brewing Co., through 
A. W. Lewin agency, 36 announce- 
ments weekly, one year. 

Young People’s Church of the Air, 
renewal of Sunday a.m. hour. 

H. Regensburg (Admiration 
Cigars), through Rose-Martin, an- 
nouncements. 

WNEW 

Lime Cola Bottling Co., through 
Williams Advertising, 15 announce- 
ments weekly. P 

WxR 

E. Regensburg & Sons, through 
Rose-Martin, 35 time signals weekly 
plugging Admiration Cigars for 
Father’s Day. 

American Cigarette & Cigar Co. 
(Pall Mall), through Young & Rubi- 
cam, renewed 56 half-min. spots 


‘SAN ANTONIO 


(KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 


‘ WOAI) 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
5,569 _ 7,450 2,539 15,558 
+ 5,683 7,414 2,376 15,473 
—2% 40.5% +68% +9.5% 


National spot remains solid and 
was helped to a good gain this week 
by the double-header baseball games 
carried by KABC. One station re- 
ports biz ahead of Christmas week. 


KABC 
Glasser’s Art Shop, daily an- 
nouncements. 
Dr. Kahn (optometrist), an- 
nouncements. 


Joske Bros. (Amoil furniture pol- 
ish), announcements. 

Interstate Theatres, 
ments. 

Jake Reich, quarter-hour political 
talk. 


announce- 


KMAC 
National Biscuit Co., through Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, 13-week renewal of 
Martin Block’s ‘Make Believe Ball- 
room’ discs. 
KONO 
Ward’s Confectionery daily an- 
nouncements for one year. 


WOAI 

Mexican Heat Powder, through 
Lake-Spiro-Cahn, six announce- 
ments, 

Travis Building & Loan Assn., 104 
announcements in: newscasts. 

Golden Peacock Bleach Cream, 
through H. W. Kastor, 65 announce- 
ments. 

King Furniture Co., four ane- 
nouncements weekly. 


SEATTLE 





would be so negligible as to justify | 
granting of the New York applica- | —0.1% 
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FEB. 24 


(KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) 


| Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,515 10,576 919 16,010 
4,520 10,121 886 15,527 
+4.5% +3.6% +3.1% 


At KOL, commercial manager Oli- 
iver Runchey set a mark for local 
| salesmen to shoot at by signing Car- 
|roll’s Jewelry Store to a 52-week 
' contract calling for 7% hours weekly. 
| Account is using five quarter-hour 
| newscasts weekly, and a daily mid- 


Attempt to block WNYC from the; Play would be to place the trans-; night to 1 a.m. ‘Milkman’s Matinee,” 


'on which Howard Edelson chatters 
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Name Bands Added to Bait Public 


To Dog and 


-, 
nf 


Midget Auto Races 








Akron, O., June 4. 

Name bands to bolster dog racing 
sessions, and midget auto racers are 
adding to the headache that bingo 
operators have been to Akron district 
theatre managers. Paul Whiteman’s 
band was at the Brimfield dog track 
Memorial Day (30) while George 
Duffy’s band opened the season the 
week before. The Coquettes, all- 


girl band, plays the track Wednes- 
day night (15). Ted Lewis’ show 





opened the Lake Milton greyhound 
track last Wednesday (29). 

Summit Beach park, Akron, and | 
Meyers Lake park, Canton, are also 
to play name bands throughout the | 
summer. Glenn Miller is booked at | 
Canton, June 9. Jimmy Walsh's | 
band is at Akron. | 

Both Sportsman's Park, on the Ak- | 
ron-Cleveland highway, and Chip- | 
pewa park, in nearby Medina, are | 
offering midget auto races on Sun- 
day. Sportsman’s park has been 
drawing between 5,000-7,000 persons 
for the Sunday night sessions at- 57 
cents a head. 


CAPITOL PARK CASINO 
TABU FOR UNIONISTS 


Hartford, June 4. 

For alleged failure to pay Claude 
Thornhill band $900 due it for back 
salaries, local musicians union has 
placed Capitol Park Casino on the 
unfair list. Breaking in a new crew, 
Thornhill played the spot for a 
month. 

Casino is now using a non-union 
band. 


Old Swing Items Re-Cut 


About 1,100 old swing records, 
many collectors’ items and some 
which never were released, will be 
issued by Columbia Records on its 
35c label beginning next month. 
When originally released they were 
sold under the Okeh label, which 
tag Columbia is expected to resur- 
rect in place of its current Vocalion. 

Among the masters selected for 
release are about 20 Bessie Smith 
numbers. Some of those are the orés 
which never were issued. 




















BRIDGEPORT OPENS BIG 


Miller Drew 3,400, Woody Herman 
1,300 Hoofers at Park 








Bridgeport, June 4. 

Pleasure Beach Park, city-op- 
erated summer plant, opened to its 
best early-season dance biz with 
record-breaking attendance of 3,400 
for Glenn Miller and 1,300 for 
Woody Herman. 

Miller sold for 99c advance and 
$1.10 at gate, advance being almost) 
as big as latter. Herman was 66c | 
ahead and 77¢c on date. | 

Will Bradley-Ray McKinley set, 
for June 9. 


CEDAR POINT PARK 
LINES UP NAME BANDS 


Cleveland, June 4. 

Cedar Point Park, which tried 
name bands to yank it out of the 
doldrums last year, showed such a 
gain that Manager H. Kuebeler is 
upping the music budget for season 
opening June 8. 

‘Ted Weems is initial name, partly 
because his vocalist, Perry Como, is 
a Cleveland lad with a big follow- 
ing here. George Olsen coming 
June 15 for another week, followed 
by Sammy Kaye, Hal Kemp and Jan 
Savitt, all for full stanzas. Latter 
idea is new to park, which formerly 
booked bands for one-nighters or 
split-weeks. 

Ballroom and dining rooms having 
around $20,000 spent on them in im- 
provements, increasing dancehall’s 
capacity to 4,000 dancers. 














E. B. MARKS, JR., MARKYING 

Edward B. Marks, Jr., son of the 
New York music publisher, will be 
married June 20 to Margaret Lau- 
rens at the Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Young Marks recently received a 
master’s degree in sociology from 
Columbia University and is pres- 
ently an executive with the Na- 
tional Refugee Service. His fiancee 
is a graduate of Wellesley and 
studied art in this country and 
abroad, 





Cut-Rate Juke Boxes 


Cut-rate coin machines {s the 
latest bid of juke ops to snag 
odd change. They’re in road- 
houses in the resort area sur- 
rounding Lake Hopatcong, New 
Jersey. 

Discs spin three for a dime, 
seven for 25c or a straight jit for 
one. 


PITT BATTLE OF 











THE ODOR RAGES 


—-— 


Pittsburgh, June 4. 
Feud between Hearst _ station 
WCAE and Hotel William Penn, 


arising out of the location of an in- 
cinerator, cost Lang Thompson's 
band his final week of air time here. 
Thompson, who finished up three- 
months run at Chatterbox Saturday 
(1) and had figured on his broad- 
casts to exploit a flock of one- 
nighters in this territory, found him- 
self without a single radio spot 
during his wind-up here and right 
in the middle. 

WCAE, which is located on 2lIst 
floor of William Penn, is understood 
to have had several differences with 
the place ever since Statler interests 
took it over recently. Biggest bone 
of contention is said to have been 
the location of the incinerator right 
under the station’s windows which 
wafted odor through the studios for 
several hours every day. 

According to story, station asked 
the hotel management to do some- 
thing. It asked again, and again. 
Then Leonard Kapner, manager of 
station WCAE, finally got mad and 
told William Penn if something 
wasn’t done, the air hook-ups from 
Chatterbox would be cancelled im- 
mediately. When nothing was done, 
they were, and over the weekend 


| nothing had been done about the 


situation. 

In meantime, Thompson was the 
chief sufferer. Ever since he opened 
here, he’s been on WCAE daily with 
several network shots additionally 
each week. 





DENISE MURPHY’S PROGRESS 
Buffalo, June 4. 

Add success stories: 

Denise Murphy, former boxoffice 
cashier at Shea’s Buffalo for past 
three years, is featured vocalist cur- 
rently with D’Artega and the Shea 
Buffalo orchestra ensemble, 
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The One and Only 


JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 
Starting June 7 
FIESTA DANCETERIA 
NEW YORK 
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Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St, New York 








| Opens Theatre Ballroom at San Diego 





Wayne Dailard Incorporates Novel Slants—Hoofers 
Get Revue at 10:30—Admission Is 75c 





| 
San Diego, June 4. 
| What is billed as America’s ‘first 
itheatre ballroom’ using peristyle 
| stage’ debuted here Memorial Day, 
| offering dancing plus 45-minute mu- 
|sical show at 75-cent tap. It’s 
Wayne Dailard’s idea. 

New ballroom set-up has twin 
stairways leading down to bandshell 


stage. Split line of girls appears 
from behind curtains and descends 
narrow arch of stairs to stage in 
front of band. Acts follow in usual 
revue order. Climb to balcony is 
a long way to get off stage but light- 
ing and music covers effectively. 





| Style color-wheel lighting said origi- 
|nally developed for New York Fair. 
| Bandshell is draped in whites and 
| treatments with which stage is set. 
| Plan is to operate Fridays, Satur- 
days and Sundays, offering one show 
i night, spotted around 10:30 p.m. 
! Although acts work on stage, area 
'in front of shell is roped off during 
; performances. Acts will be dropped 
'on week-ends when touring bands 
‘are used. Bands already set include 
Tony Pastor (9), Phil Harris (July 
' 20), John Scott Trotter, Paul White- 
man and others. 

Dave Hargrave’s Esquires from 
Huntington Beach, 14-piece aggrega- 
tion playing around Southern Cali- 


from balconies on either side of} 


Peristyle handle comes from new} 


‘light colors, responding to lighting | 


Sunday for rehearsal with 
new show. 

Filling the gav Friday and Satur- 
day nights was Harry Wham’s band, 
a 19-piece group recently organized 
in Los Angeles. 

Opening Bill - 

Thursday to Saturday opening 
show used line of 12 Carlos Romero 
girls, Audrey Allen, acrobatic 
dancer; Juggling Normans, Bill 
Burt, specialty number and the Ma- 
jorettes. Used Sunday night were 
| Novak and Fay, Dub Taylor, Earl 
|and Fortune, Lorraine Girard, Lynn 
| Sterling, Passo and Lee, with Danny 
| Beck, m.c. Joe Bren booked, with 
his son, Gene Bren, taking over 
baton during show. 

Novelty effect for opening was 
spotting 60-voice chorus on balcony 
at far end of ballroom, curtain be- 
ing drawn to reveal vocalists. 

Already sold is 14-week pick-up 
from ballroom by KGB under 
, Sponsorship of Pepsicola. Deal, ce- 
| mented by Dan Donnelly, of the 
‘Don Lee outlet, calls for half-hour 
airing 8:30 to 9 Saturdays under 
title of Pepsicola Party prom. 

Ballroom and _ entire Mission 
Beach amusement center, including 
usual rides and games, has been 
leased from city by Dailard, former 
managing director of the exposition 
here several years back. Dailard 
has named Ed Wakelin as his as- 


entire 














fornia for past three years, opened.# 


ing Wednesday night dates, gang. 
chartered bus for 100-mile jaunt to’ 
San Diego, rehearsed all day with'| 
acts, played all evening, climbed ' 
back in bus for two previously 








PS PEEL = GOT 


booked nights up cdast and returned 


Pte, Fran eer 


FE MERE HVS YE: 


sistant in charge of the ballroom. 


Boys had busy week-end. Complet-| Heavily promoted, opening brought 


first serious automobile jams in 
several years to beach, promising 
something for the theatres to think 
about. Amusement district is 10 
miles from center of town where 
key houses are located. 





Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover. 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Covers Total 

Band Hotel Flayed Woe ogre 
Charlie Barnet....Lincoln (225; 50c-$1).............. . 5 600 2,725 
Larry Clinton*... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 4 1,250 5,100 
Del Courtney*....Park Central (375; 50c-$1).......... . 4 675 2'950 
Jimmy Dorsey.,.Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... - 8 1,125 11,659 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)..............-55. 2 2,575 5,300 
Sleepy Hall.......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 15 225 4,300 
Ray Kinney*..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......... - 3 1,280 4,150 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 
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~ COLLEGE RHYTHM 


The 10th of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re. 
gards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as q 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given fur- 
ther instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear as 
the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions being 
their own. 

Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 
trade. This is a continuation of a series originated by Variety in 1935. 


DUKE 


By Ed Bunce, Jr., 40 
(Managing Editor, ‘Duke ’n’ Duchess’) ; 
Durham, N. C., June 4. 

One of the most critical audiences of this thing called ‘modern American 
music’ is your college student. Night after night he sits at his desk, one 
eye on the book, both ears glued to the radio. Comes the weekend and 
he’ll travel to some distant campus just because they are having some ‘big 
name band’ for their prom. This is not unusual for most colleges, and 
Duke is by no means an exception. We have here as rabid a group of 
dance music fans as will be found anywhere. In a student body as large 
as this there are many likes and dislikes; so let’s let down our hair awhile 
and see what these Duke students like best. 

Sweet-swing holds sway as the dancing favorite here.’ Students don’t 
go in for this razzle-dazzle, blow-the-roof-off type of jazz. We like our 
jive all right—and like nothing better than to cut a few orientals, but we 
lean to the subtle swing variety; the kind that has your shoulders shaking 
before you know what it’s all about. 

Pet dislike of our dancing public is the Lombardo type of plain, un- 
adulterated corn. That type of dance music is about as popular here ag 
Sherman is in Georgia. 

Next in line in the gripe parade is music of the swing-and-jerk-with- 
Sammy-Twerk variety. Listen to that tripe for 15 minutes and you, too, 
can work up a first class case of nausea. So much for Duke campus danc- 
ing tastes. 

The student body here is pretty air-minded. Top-ranking favorite is 
Glenn Miller; also ranking high is Bob Crosby. Swing is still the listening 
favorite for the vast majority, and more critical listeners you'll have to go 
a long way to find. Gathered round the chapter-room tfadio from 11:30 on 
can be found the usual group of swing enthusiasts, ears strained to pick up 
the slightest cut in tempo, sour note, etc., or making comments on the 
swell trumpet ride in the last number, or the terrific kick the piano player 
puts forth. 

















Record Faves 

If all the record-playing attachments belonging to Duke students were 
layed end to end, well... some string no doubt! Without the students to 
buy their records, the town music stores would soon go broke. Wax works 
by Glenn Miller; Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman, Charlie Barnet, Jimmy 
Dorsey, Casa Loma and Jimmy Lunceford can be found in every other 
room on campus. Duke students are solid in line for swing records, and 
the hotter the better. Favorites include Charlie Barnet’s ‘Cherokee,’ Artie 
Shaw's ‘Traffic Jam,’ Glenn Miller's ‘Running Wild,’ and ‘In the Mood,’ 
Benny Goodman’s ‘Honeysuckle Rose’ and Erskine Hawkin’s ‘Tuxedo 
Junction.’ The fraternity sections are the mecca for record addicts. Every 
one of the good brothers has his particular favorite; so the record buyer 
for the fraternity must buy just about every record that comes out in order 
to appease the hungry mob. Worst feature of these chapter-room victrolas 
is that the record is always ‘Oh, Johnny.’ The gang just sits there like 
bumps on a Jog rather than make the effort to change it. Result, ‘Oh, 
Johnny’ gets played over and over till finally someone goes beserk and 
breaks either the record or the victrola. 

To get down to brass tacks, the real campus headliner, miles ahead of the 
field here as well as virtually every school throughout the nation, is a 
band that has literally skyrocketed to fame—that’s right, you’re right, it is 
Glenn Miller. Last summer the only reason college kids went to New York 
was to whip up to Glen Island to hear Miller—Grover’s Fair was just an 
excuse for the family. Another solid-sender, or rather two solid-senders, 
are the Dorsey brothers, Jimmy and Tommy. Both these bands were here 
last year and played sensational dances before very appreciative audiences. 
This year the campus bigwigs are trying to get either one or the other for 
the final Pan-Hel series. Both Tommy and Jimmy are sweet-swingologists 
whose arrangements have terrific dance appeal, yet both can play those 
dreamy slow numbers that make you want to drop a line to Dorothy Dix. 

Another band that has increased in approval is Jan Savitt. His in- 
ereasing popularity has been general throughout the country. His stay at 
the Hotel Lincoln was really what put him on the road to fame and 
fortune. Biggest drawing card with the band is Bon Bon, Negro vocalist, 
who has been with the band from the beginning when Savitt led the KYW 
(Philadelphia) station band. Bon Bon has a style all his own which he 
or Vics te ts oe = him go on such numbers as ‘Paper Picker,’ 

ai ar’ and ‘ : : , itt’ 
da vee cn veal ancho Grande’ and you'll see why Savitt’s on 
; ; Barnet the No. 1 Boy Right Now 

This year's band sensation on campus was Charlie Barnet. While not yet 
a nationwide favorite, Barnet is well up on the ladder of those who like 
distinctive dance music. He really thrills the crowd with his tenor sax 
solos. His band has probably more of that ‘Negro quality’ than any white 
band going, and he certainly capitalizes on the effect. 

But all Duke campus dances can take a flying dive at the Chapel when 
colored dances are held at the Durham armory. About once a month big 
name colored bands like Lunceford, Calloway, Basie, Kirk and Hawkins 
play before one of the wildest dancing crowds imaginable. Those colored 
people shag, Lindy Hop, truck, and peck to the wild delight of the student 
audience jammed in the gallery, Probably more enthusiasm is shown 
toward these colored bands than toward any of the big name bands they 
get for campus shindigs. 

Yes, you've probably guessed it by this time—Duke has a solid wall of 
jive-happy youngsters, all hot on the trail of this thing called swing. 

(Next week: Minnesota) 
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Broadcasters Bring In the Govt: 


Wise Up Latter 





Immediate result of the rejuve- 
nation of anti-trust activity against 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers by the U. S. 
Department of Justice ‘detailed 
herewith) has been a decided drop in 
interest within broadcaster circles 
about buying publishing firms now 
affiliated with ASCAP. Spokesmen 
for Broadcast Music, Inc., now feel 
confident that the weaning-away 
method, by process of purchase, is no 
longer necessary since the Govern- 
ment will break up ASCAP for them 
anyway. 

Counsel for some of the major 
publishing houses within ASCAP ad- 
mit that there has been some dick- 
ering done with them by Sydney 
Kaye, CBS lawyer and BMI v.p., and 
that encouragement in that direction 
had been received from certain net- 
work officials and important indie 
broadcasters. This anxiety to buy, 
say these lawyers, became quite 
chilled after the local Federa] court 
upheld a subpoena issued by the 
Department of Justice for ASCAP’s 
files and records. The broadcasters, 
add the trade lawyers, are of the 
opinion that they will be able to buy 
into the firms much more cheaply 


after the Government has forced the 


dissolution of ASCAP. 
Wisconsin Case 

The Department of Justice is ex- 
pected to proceed against ASCAP 
along price-fixing lines and if pos- 
sible force a consent decree similar 
to the one that was obtained not 
so long ago from petroleum refiners 
in Wisconsin. Lawyers in the music 
trade think that the broadcasters are 
playing with an explosive that might 
boomerang when they go dragging 
in Government agencies on such ex- 
peditions. In its investigation of 
business relations between copyright 
Owners and broadcasters the Gov- 
ernment will undoubtedly run into 
practices existing within the broad- 
casting business which might incite 
their interest. Radio may be bring- 
ing something upon itself that could 
cause deep repercussions within its 
own industry and: from which it 
might never be able to extricate it- 
self. 

As support for this prediction 
these lawyers cite a statement made 


by Louis G. Caldwell, a leading 
practitioner before the Federal 
Communication Commission. He 
said: 


‘The present ascendency of real 
and pseudo-economics had an in- 
nocent genesis, in practices par- 
ticipated in by applicants ana their 
lawyers, and they are fully as re- 
sponsible as the commission for 
the result. The story is not un- 
like that which culminated in the 
present threat of censorship of 
broadcast programs. The seeds 
were sown when the practice was 
initiated of making showings of 
proposed and past program service 
in support of applications, with 
the natural result that those who 
sought to expose the applicant’s 
shortcomings in program service 
and the commission eventually 
sought to prevent the evils and 
to subject them to discipline. 

‘Similarly parties seeking to es- 


tablish new stations or improved 
facilities for existing stations 
gradually acquired the habit of 


making elaborate showing of a 
‘need’ in the community and to be 
Served and of available commer- 
cial support. Their opponents 
countered with claims that there 
was no such need, that service 
from existing stations was ade- 
quate, that commercial support 
was not. available except = at 
the expense of existing stations, 
and tat ergo the = application 
could not be granted without 
causing economic injury to 
from the broadcasters, that part 
of its duties in adminisiering the 
standard of ‘public interest, con- 
venience or necessity.’ is to protect 
existing stations from what it may 
choose to regard as excessive com- 
petition and to think in terms of 
trade areas instead of broadcast 
service areas and listeners.’ 

Irving Caesar, president of the 








Delay ASCAP Forms 


American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers 
has put off the distribution of its 
new contract licensing form for 
the broadcasting industry for an- 
other week. ASCAP board at its 
meeting last Wednesday (29) 
found fault with some of the sec- 
tions in the agreement because 
of either questions of clarity or 
an impression that the rebate 
provisions were too generous 
and might. put in a substantial 
dent in the Society's income. 

The latter provisions were left 
unchanged but the form was sent 
back to ASCAP’s general coun- 
sel for verbal touching up. 











PLUGS FEW AS 


WAR ABSORBS 
RADIO TIME 


Blitzkrieg on dance band pickups 
continued among the networks the 
past weekend as the result of the 
last-minute scheduling of defense, 
patriotic and foreign broadcasts per- 
taining to the war. The despair of 
professional managers about -having 
their slated plugs knocked off in 
this matter was still greater than it 
had been the previous weekend. 

These cancellations have been 
tough on the business of song-plug- 
ging, but by a curious quirk sheet 
music sales, after several bad weeks, 
suddenly went into a spurt Monday 
(3). Jobbers reported that it was 
the most encouraging opening day 
that they’ve had in some time. 


~=— 


Tom Dorsey May Remain 
Summer at Astor, N.Y.; 








Tommy Dorsey may stay at the 





VT. ITN ANEY Consolidated-Rockwell Tieup Comes 
on Radio Practices GIVES HIS WORD Up to Starting Point, Then Does Balk 





| Publishers, 





Judge Goddard Shocked by 
Charge Made in Court 
That Previous Government 


Prosecutor (Bennett) Took | 


His Intimate Knowledge to 
Serve ASCAP’s Enemies 


SOCIETY MUST FILE 





Application of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
to .quash a_ subpoena 
served on its president, Gene Buck, 


_by the U. S. Department of Justice, 
| was denied Wednesday (29) by fed- 


eral judge Henry Warren Goddard 
in N. Y. The judge declared the 
government had the right to serve 





Video On Rye 


Hollywood, June 4. 

First television license for use 
of copyright music in a commer- 
cial establishment was_ issued 
last week by American Society 
of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers to Brown Derby res- 
taurant. 

Eatery has installed a receiv- 
ing set in its adjoining Bamboo 
Room and advertises it on the 
menus, which gives it a commer- 
cial status. 











PUBS HAVE OWN 


— AUTOS FOR 


the subpoena, and ASCAP was re-: 
| quired to answer the majority - of 
the 25 questions submitted by the 


U. S. body. 


Louis Frohlich appeared for 
ASCAP. The attorney, in his motion, 
pointed out to the court that in the 
previous action by the government 
in its civil action against the society, 


| Andrew W. Bennett had been the at- 


| leaving 


torney for the government, and had 
been handed much confidential in- 
formation by ASCAP and_ then, 
the government’s employ, 
joined the National Association of 
Broadcasters, which is battling the 
Society in many suits. 

Goddard was obviously shocked by 


| this charge, and asked the govern- 
'ment counsel if he considered this 


proper, The latter, Victor Water- 
son, avoided the question, and de- 
clared that no proof of any sort had 
been submitted. 

Frohlich started off the argument 
by bringing the judge up to date on 


; Blue Gardens 


| the situation. Goddard had tried the | 
case for several weeks in June 1935, | 
and the suit had been dropped for 


five years by the government be- 
cause of inability to prove its case. 


'Since that time, for a period of a! 
year, both sides had attempted to get | 


Astor Hotel,aNew York, for the rest | 


of the summer instead of bowing 
out midway in favor of Hal Kemp. 
Not set yet but it’s likely in view 
of the fact that Dorsey’s contract 
with Bob Hope's sponsors (Pepso- 
dent) demands he do each broad- 
cast from N. Y. Dorsey replaces 
Hope for the summer Juné@ 25. 
Dorsey is desirous of ridding him- 
self of the music company he bought 


|Jast Fall from Mrs. Milton H. Weil. 


| it’s 


|} running the publishing 


now known as Sun Music:. 
Leader can’t devote enough time to 
outfit and 


caring for his band, so Sun Music 


is on the market. 


| 
| 


declared Monday (3) that the writers 
would resist any attempted with- 
drawal of catalogs from the Ameri- 


can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers following the pur- 
chase of such catalogs by broad- 
casting interests. Caesar's statement 
follows: 

‘There are rumors that broad- 
casting ‘nterests are seeking to 
buy publishers’ catalogues, with 


the intention of withdrawing per- 
forming rights from ASCAP, either 
immediately or at some _ future 
time. 

‘These people evidently do not 
realize that the performing rights 
are placed with ASCAP by the 
writers and cannot be withdrawn 
by the publishers. The writers 
are the beneficial owners of these 
small performing rights. 

‘Of course the rumors may be 
unfounded, but, if there is any 
basis to them, we think that these 
interests should be on notice of 
the writers’ rights and of their 


Songwriters Protective Association, ' determination to enforce them.’ 


together in a stipulation, which has 
not been successful. Frohlich then 


' declared that it was his belief that 


Marketing Sun Catalog 


the government was attempting to 


| secure information through a crimi- 


because much of what it 
in a 


nal suit, 
sought would be unavailable 
civil action. 

Goddard 
meant that 


inquired if Frohlich 
the government was 


i bringing these charges in an attempt | 


to secure a consent decree in 
civil suit. 
‘ves,’ but the judge intimated that 


the Department of Justice has the 


the | 
The answer to this was | 


right to bring civil and criminal ac- | 


tions at the same time. 
Frohlich’s first attempt to quash 


the subpoena was based on the legal | 


premise that ASCAP was a volun- 
tary association, not a corporation, 
and Buck, its president, possessed 
some of the records sought as per- 
sonal property which could not be 
used before a Grand jury. The 
judge however, decided against this 
Next Frohlich pointed out the trou- 
ble that has always existed between 


the Society and the N.A.B. ‘The 
broadcasters are behind every suit,’ 
he declared, ‘They’ve tried for years 
in Congress to eliminate the $250 
statutory damage clause, and that 
industry (radio) is trying to throt- | 
tle us.” N.A.B., unsuccessful in Con- 
gress. then turned to the States, and 
forced through litigation against 
ASCAP there. charged’ Frohlich 
Also 3roadeast Music Inc. was 


formed. 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 

Apropos BMI Frohlich pointed 
out that most of its music is in the 
public domain, and declared ASCAP 
wus glad to see it get started as it 
would eliminate the monopoly 
charges against ASCAP. The most 


important reason back of the desire | 
of ASCAP to avoid giving informa- | 
tion is the fear that such informa- | 
of 
in the case of Bennett. | 


tion might fall into the hands 
N.A.B., as 
and hurt the Society. Judge God- 


(Continued on page 34) 


SUBURBS 


Opportunities for. name band 
stands in the suburbs of New York 
have increased so heavily of late that 
many of the publishing houses have 
acquired automobiles for the use of 
their songplugging staffs. Instead of 
depending on friends for transporta- 
tion, or hopping cabs, an expensive 
item, pluggers now cover three or 
four outlying joints a night in their 
company’s own jallopy. Car is cov- 
ered by blanket insurance so long 
as one of the owning firm’s employ- 
ees is behind the wheel. 

Some of the spots reached cur- 
rently by contact men are as much 
as 30 miles outside the city. Chat- 
terbox, Mountainside, N. J.. is almost 
that distance and the Log Cabin and 
in Westchester, and 
the Post Lodge, on the Boston Post 
Road, now housing the new Gus 
Bivona band, are almost that mile- 
age. 4 


Moka Into Chi Theatre 
Leaving Chase Club To 





Improvise a Booking | 


St. Louis, June 4. 

Harold Koplar, manager of the 
Chase Club, swank westend nitery; 
complains that Carlos Molina and 
Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc., did 
him dirt. Band leader's alleged fail- 
ure to appear at the spot Friday 
(31) for a week’s engagement is the 
occasion. Al Havird, local maestro, 
was substituted at the last minute 
by Koplar. 

Koplar claims that Consolidated’s 
Chicago office okayed a.contract for 
Molina two weeks ago but that the 
latter, who had been at the Colony 


Club, Chicago, moved into the Chi- 
cago theatre instead of going on to 
St. Louis. Koplar said that he 
learned Wednesday (29) of Molina’s 
intention and flew to Chicago to 
straighten out the conflict. Koplar 
stated that he learned there that} 
after Consolidated had set him in} 
St. Louis an indie booker had booked 


him for the theatre date. 


Charles Spivak Reorgs 


Trumpeter Charlie Spivak. put his 
second new band within six months 


into rehearsal Monday (3) in New 
York. His first outfit split up after 
a location date at Burney Rapp’s 


Sign of the Drum, Cincinnati, last 
month, and Spivak had then gone 
home:to St. Paul, ill. 


He and his band had been booked } 
for a week at the Dancing Campus | 


at the World's Fair, N. Y., starting 
June 25 and a week at the Steel 


lowing. Both dates stay in. 


Matty Malneck’s crew set for an 
iuntitled musical short at Warners. 


Pier, Atlantic City, immediately fol- | 


Proposed affiliation of Consolidated 
Radio Artists, Inc., with the General 
Amusement Corp. has gone cold. A 
deal had been worked out and last 
Friday (31) the only thing remain- 
ing was the exchange of signatures 
when Charles Green, head of CRA, 
advised Tom Rockwell, GAC prez. 
that it would be impossible for him 
to go through with the proposition 
unless certain adjustments were 
made in the articles of agreement. 
Rockwell’s answer was that he had 
made his best offer and that under 
the circumstances the deal would 
have to be called off. 

Alliance had come so closely to 
the point of consummation that no- 
tice had been given to CRA’s staff. 
Under the deal with General Amuse- 
ment only Green and the members 
of the latter’s Cleveland office were 
to remain. Between the fina) set- 
ting of terms and the time stipulated 
for the signaturing of contracts 
Green is reported to have received 
a proposition from Moe Gale and 
also have heard from the William 
Morris office. Joe Glaser is reputed 
to have finally advanced the money 
to Green. 

There are three corporate setups 
within CRA. One is Consolidated 
Radio Artists, Inc.; another is Con- 
solidated-Glaser, Inc., and the third, 
Consolidated Artists, Inc. CRA has 
| also contractual tieups with affi'iated 
offices in Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco. It is indebted to NBC for 
$40,000, which may be paid off at the 
rate of $2,500 a year for the first two 
years and $3,000 a year thereafter, 
and as an aiternative the neiwork 
may participate in 50%, of the profits 
unless the debt is liquidated. 


High School Rowdies 
Close San Antonio Cafe 
After a Free-for-All 


San Antonio, June 4. 

Four local peace officers end 
several students from a local high 
school suffered minor bruises early 
Thursday morning (30) as a result 
of a free for all fight which occured 
here at the Olmos Dinner Club. The 
fight started after special officers 


told Mack Rodgers, leader of the 
orchestra to stop playing due to the 
fact some 200 students of the school 
had become unruly. They came to 
the club after attending graduation 
exercises. 


Several of the students objected 
to the music being stopped. Other 
students came to the aid of the 
officers and the fight started. More 
officers were called and the students 
| sent home and the club was closed 
for the. night. 
| Only slight damage was done to 
fixtures, surrounding the dance was 
done according to club owners. 














Alec Tempieton Leaves 


Victor for CBS Com 


Alec 
shifts from the 


blind 
75c Victor label to 
Jebel 


cute 


Templeton, pianist, 
| the new 75c Columbia Green 
| series next month. He 
‘ting on CRC’s 10 inch string June 
+ 22, 


| 


begins 


Pianist will record with symphonie 
| band background as well as solos. 
| Contract guarantees him a minimum 
| of 25 sides a year. 





| Bad Arichenedie 


Total weeks figure on Jimmy 


_Dorsey’s Band at the Hotel FPenn- 
sylvania, New York, in Vskiery’s 
Band at the Boxoffice, was ineccv- 
| rate last week. His figure for several 
weeks draw was given as $5.045. 
i It should have totaled $10,045. 


=< 
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AFM Avoids Court 





- Jackson Teagarden-srthur Mi- 
chaud-American Federation of Mu- 
sicians dispute over money Teagarden 
owed Michaud, which was tangled up 
by Teagarden’s petition in bank- 
ruptcy, has been settled out of court. 
Michaud accepted an _ undisclosed 
sum, making it unnecesary to have 
a hearing before Referee Peter B. 
Olney in Federal Court for a per- 
manent injunction restraining the 
union from lifting his membership 
card. Going to court over the mat- 
ter may have set a dangerous prece- 
dent which the union evidently 
didn’t relish. 

Teagarden had filed a petition in 
bankruptcy months ago listing Mi- 
chaud as one of his debtors as re- 
sult of a contract made between | 
them calling for a percentage of 
Teagarden’s earnings. It was made 
after a management contract be- 
tween them was torn up and Tea- 
garden went over to Music Corpora- 
tion-John Gluskin management. 
Prior to Teagarden’s bankruptcy 
proceedings Michaud had complained 
to the union that his percentage 
agreement was not being lived up to 
and the union directed the band- 
leader to settle up or be suspended. 
Teagarden went to court and ob- 
tained a temporary injunction re- 
straining the union from lifting his 
card under the theory the bank- 
ruptcy laws of the United States are 
superior to AFM rules and regula- 
tions. Latter doesn’t recognize bank- 
ruptcy proceedings where debts be- 
tween members are concerned. 


DASH REMAINS IN U.S., 
CONNELLY COMING OVER 


Reg Connelly, London music pub- 
lisher, is on his way over to this 
side to confer with Irwin Dash, who 
has been in this country with his 











family the past several weeks. Dash, 
who is an American, has decided to 
remain in this country for the dura- 
tion of the war and the question fac- 
ing the twosome is the disposition of 
Dasir’s interest in the firm, Irwin 
Dash Music Co., Ltd., in which they 
are partners. 

While over here Connelly will also 
confer with American publishers 
whose British rights he has under 
contract. Connelly also has Camp- 
bell-Connelly, Ltd., and Cinephonic 
Music, Ltd. 





Phil Harris going on tour during 
radio layoff of Jack Benny’s Jello 
outfit. Crew opens in Frisco, plays 
one-nighters through the northwest, 
moves to Denver for a brief stand, 
drops in for a week at Roosevelt 
hotel, New Orleans, and then settles 
down to a month’s stand at Holly- 
wood Club, Galveston. 





Clyde Lucas band to recoord for 
U. S. Records, 


Showdown 


On Teagarden-Michaud Suit 





ANOTHER YOUNG DEATH 


Milton Roemer of CRA Drops Dead 
at 45. 

Milton Roemer, member of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists band depart- 
ment, dropped dead last Thursday 
(30) while holiday visiting his wife’s 
family in Washington, D.C. Roemer 
only returned to CRA’s staff May 1 
after several years back in the 
furniture business. He was 45. 

Since joining CRA he had made 
several road business trips and the 
day before going to Washington had 
returned from Chicago. He had 
gone there in company with an of- 


' ficial of the Biltmore hotel, N. Y., 


to listen to the Russ Morgan or- 
chestra. Morgan is scheduled to 
start a location date at the hotel late 
this month. His wife survives. 

Back about 1928 he announced and 
me’d a Sunday night variety radio 
program called Roemer’s Homers 
which was sponsored by the Roemer 
Furniture Co., owned by his father 
and operated by himself and two 
brothers. He subsequently joined 
Bill Kent. 


Union Scolds Osborne 
On NAPA-WNEW Issue; 
Had Released Records 


Will Osborne was called before 
the executive board of New York 
local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians for a verbal spank- 
ing last week following the National 
Association of Performing Artists’ 
edict to WNEW, N. Y., to halt the 
playing of records of NAPA mem- 
bers. Osborne, Charlie Barnet, Abe 
Lyman and Bob Chester forwarded 
written releases to Block to allow the 
playing of their records on the lat- 
ter’s Make-Believe-Ballroom. 

Union officials explained to Os- 
borne that the NAPA was an organ- 
ization formed to protect the rights 
of performing artists and that he, as 
one of them, should stand behind 
the org’s actions. Osborne’s band 
finished a four week stand at Mea- 
dowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., Sun- 
day night (2). 

Following the NAPA’s order to 
WNEW not to play any recordings 
of NAPA members while a licensing 
arrangement for broadcast rights was 
worked out, Jacob Rosenberg, prez 
of 802, said that WNEW would not 
be allowed to discriminate; that if 
some cuttings were to be yanked the 
station would be called upon to drop 
all. No action along such lines has 
yet been taken. WNEW is still with- 
holding the platters of listed NAPA 
members, except those for which 
okays have been obtained. 




















No NAB ‘Tipoff’ 


Continued from page 33 














dard then exacted a promise from 
Waterson that all information would 
remain confidential. 


Then followed a list of some 25 
questions the government wants an- 
swered. Among these are the names 
of all ASCAP'’s licencees, some 33,- 
000 in number, which was considered 
by both Frohlich and the judge to 
be oppressive and the government 
was granted in its place a list of 
750-odd radio stations which are 
ASCAP licencees. Other demands 
for membership of ASCAP in 1939, 
and the amounts received by each, 
names of persons who applied for 
membership from 1935 to date, and 
those elected to membership, forms 
of applications, form letters of mem- 
bership requirements, were granted 
by the judge. 

He upheld Frohlich however, and 
denied the government’s request for 
copies of the complaints and all liti- 
gations started by ASCAP from 
1917, declaring this was too much 
to expect, and that if needed the 
government could secure them it- 
self from district court files. Copies 
of annual reports from 1917, each 
member expelled or dropped from 
1930, contracts with WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and WOR, original by-laws 
of the company, classification of mem- 
bers, present form of contract li- 
censes, annual income of the society, 
minutes of board meetings form 1932, 
song credit listings, circular letters 
to licensees, members 1914-date, all 
officers from 1930 to date, charity 
donations 1922 to date, reserve 
monies, requests for right to use 
copyright music, numbers of songs 
in the repertoire (granted as to 80,- 
000-100,000, most popular members) 
and lastly the restrictions placed on 


| Kovach band. 
| pieces recently. 





broadcasters or users of songs from 
1918, were all granted. 


The society was granted 30 days to 
secure the information. | 


At the conclusion of the day’s | 
hearing, the special assistant to the | 
attorney general refused to comment | 
on whether the government was con- 
sidering criminal action, or a revival 
of the civil suit. He did tell the 
court that no Grand Jury was con- 
sidering the matter at the monent, 
and the reason for the subpoena was 
to secure information which might 
lead the government to consider 
placing it before such a jury. 











ENOCH LIGHT INJURED 


Orchestra Party In Bad Motor Crash | 
at Newburyport, Mass. 








Dangers of long road jumps be- 
tween. one-night stands was pointed | 
out again Sunday (2) morning when | 
Enoch Light and two men from his} 
band were badly injured, and the 
driver of the other car killed, in a| 
head-on car crash early Sunday | 
morning (2) near Newburyport, | 
Mass. In grave condition, Light is| 
in a Newburyport hospital along | 
with Fowler G. Hayes, bass player, 
while Arthur Lombardi, trumpeter, 
is hospitalized at Ipswich, Mass. 








SONNY 


Currently Beachcomber, New 





“Mr. Billingsley’s loss is... the 


Beachcombers’ gain.” 
= says The New York Times 





at Detroit A. C., After 4 Months at Stork Club, New York. 


KENDIS 


York. Direct from 4 Months 














Light suffered fractures of the skull, | 
; Shoulder and ribs, Hayes jaw was 
| broken in three places and ribs frac- 
‘tured, and Lombardi’s leg was 
| broken, among other injuries. 
| Perley D. Eaton of Boston was the |! 
_ man killed in the car which crashed 
| into Light’s, while a companion, 
| Dominic K. Murphy, was injured. 
‘Crash happened at 2 o’clock in the| 
| morning at the crest of a hill. Sat-| 
urday evening the band played a 
, date at Old Orchard, Me., packed | 
up and headed for the next stand 
at a Parkersburg, W. Va., theatre, 
| scheduled for Monday (3). Light | 
/ and the two men headed for Light's’ 
home at Danbury, Conn., to spend 
| that night and expected to start for 
W. Va. Sunday afternoon. 
Outfit completed the Parkersburg | 
date with two local men filling in 
for Hayes and Lombardi and George | 
Hires, vocalist, batoning in place of | 
, Light. There will be no cancella- | 
| tion of dates. Light will be out at 
least six or eight weeks. 








Jimmy Johnson, pianist accompa- | 
nist for blues singer Bessie Smith 
| years ago, brought a new band of 
his own into Cafe Society, New 
York, last night (Tuesday), replac- | 
ing Joe Sullivan’s combo which goes 
out on single dates. Sullivan goes 


_ into the new uptown Cafe Society | 
in the fall. | 


PLAYMATES! 





Harry Owens has brought from 
, Hawaii a special hulu gal. She is 
} Aggie Auld, from the Royal Hawai- 
jan Hotel and will dance with the 
orchestra during its six weeks en- ' 
i Zagement at St. Francis, Frisco, y 


On the 


— ce 


Upbeat 





Del Courtney renewed for four 
more weeks at the Park Central Ho- 
tel, New York. 





Joe Price, former singer at WCAU, 
Philadelphia, vocalling for Johnny 
Outfit upped to 12 





Gene Krupa official opening at 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
deferred from last night (Tuesday) 
until tonight by private party. Krupa 
drew 1,700 at Hershey Park, Her- 
shey, Pa., last week and walked out 
with $1,005 as his share under a 60% 
arrangement. 





Larry Clinton may hold over at 
the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., until 
July 31 if a week at the Chicago 
theatre, Chicago, can be deferred. 
Theatre week nets Clinton $6,750 if 
taken. 





Johnny McGee does two weeks at 
Dancing Campus, New York World’s 
Fair, beginning June 22. 

Les Rees became manager of 
Bobby Byrne band last’ week. 
Byrne's at Glen Island Casino, New 
Rochelle, N. Y. George Seravo took 
Hank Damico’s place with Byrne, 
Damico going to Bob Crosby. 





Eddie South’s new band to record 
for Columbia Records. Ditto Ranny 
Weeks. 





Terry Shand shifts from Adolphus 
Hotel, Dallas, to Shreveport, La., ho- 
tel June 11 or 12. 





Gene Sanders into Tommy Rey- 
nolds band as vocalist. Outfit at 
Playland, Rye Beach, N. Y., for sum- 
mer. 





Jimmy Dorsey’s shift to the Penn- 
sylvania hotel (N. Y.) roof garden 
deferred until June 24. Band may 
h.o. until July 31. 





Duke Ellington guest conducts the 
municipal band at the Central Park, 
N. Y., Mall, June 13. He'll be at the 
Harlem Apollo theatre that week. 
Park date entails no admission. 

Chris Griffin temporarily replac- 
ing trumpeter Johnny Napton with 
Jimmy Dorsey’s band while Napton 
recovers from illness. 





Eddie Barefield, sax-arranger, for- 
merly with Ella Fitzgerald band, 
now out with a six-piece band of 
his own, 





Jack Berger’s orchestra into Lido 
Beach, (N.Y.) hotel and club for 
month of June, until Enric Madri- 
guera returns in July from the Ritz, 
Boston, where he’s pre-dated for 
three weeks. 





Henry Busse booked into the Pal- 
ace Hotel, San Franciscos June 18, 
succeeding Ray Noble, who moves to 
the Palmer House, Chicago. 





The Korn Kobblers are at the 
Edgewood, East Greenbush, outside 
Rensselaer, N. Y. 





Mary O’Conne!l, sister of Helen, 
vocalist with Jimmy Dorsey, join- 
ing the Will Osborne band in same 
capacity. 





Benny Carter, Coleman Hawkins, 


| Roy Eldridge and John Kirby, did 


an all 


Star record date for Com- 


modore Music Shops last week 
using Sidney Catlett and Bernard 
Addison on drums and guitar. Cut 
four sides as the Chocolate Dandies, 
* Walter Gross, CBS staff pianist 
signed for four record sides for 
Bluebird. He backs Bea Wain’s vo. 
cals on Victor, also. 
orchestra into State 
Club, Lake Tahoe, 
Pinky Tomlin fol- 
spot Aug. 1 for a 


Bill Roberts 
Line Country 
Cal., June 27. 
lows into the 
month. 

Gregg Jackson, bass, shifts from 
Johnny Messner to new Raymond 
Scott band. 





Jimmy Van Heusen, songwriter, 
bought a plane of his own last week, 
He’s a licensed pilot. 





Skippy Lipse, trumpeter, 
Vic Shoen to George Hall. 

Eddie Clausen being replaced in 
Al Donahue’s sax section with 
George Paxton, formerly with 
Charlie Spivak. 


from 





Ray Herbeck band resigned for 
Vocalion records for another year. 





Jimmy Lunceford band set for a 
stretch at the Sherman Hotel start- 
ing July 15 and may follow it with 
one at the Casa Manana, Culver City, 
Calif. opening Aug. 15. 

Jack McClain opens at Bill 
Green’s Terraced Garden, Pitts- 
burgh, June 10, succeeding Everett 
Hoagland crew. 





Sid Olshein’s orchestra, which was 
at Wally’s Gay Nineties club, Albany, 
all winter, is now at Crooked Lake 
Hotel, Crooked Lake, near Troy. 





Jane Pickens cutting album of 
torch songs to be labelled ‘Love for 
Sale’ for Columbia Records. 

Joe Marsala replaced John Kirby 
at the Hickory House, N. Y. Friday 
(31). Kirby goes to the Zombie 
Restaurant at the N. Y. World’s Fair, 

Russ Morgan set second highest 
attendance record at Modernistic 
Ballroom, State Fair Park, Milwaue- 
kee, Sunday night (26). Drew 6,400, 

Jack McClain follows Everett 
Hoagland into Bill Green’s Terraced 
Gardens, Pittsburgh, on June 3 fora 
run. 











Kearney Kallender’s orchestra fur- 
nished the music at Junior-Senior 
Prom of Russell Sage Women’s Col- 
lege in Masonic Temple, Troy. 





Eddie LeBaron in at opening of 
redecorated Peacock Terrace, Baker 
Hotel, Dallas. 

George Halli with vocali t Dolly 
Dawn booked into Olmos Dinner 
Club for one night (Saturday) in 
San Antonio. 





Horace Heidt one-nights Sunday 
(9) at Lake Compounce, Bristol, 
Conn, 





Roton Point Park, South Norwalk, 
Conn., which opened season last 
Sunday with Dick Stabile, plays 
Mitchell Ayres June 9. 








Benny Burton into Kennywood 
Park, Pittsburgh, Monday (3) for 
week, replacing Ben Young outfit. 
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Charm of Spring captured 
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SINGING HILLS! 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, Inc., 





From the BING CROSBY New Universal 
“If | Had My Way” - - - Songs by Burke and Monaco 


I Haven’t Time to Be a Millionaire 


Philosophical ballad of “Pennies from Heaven” Type 
kkk tht hk btk 


Meet the Sun Half Way 


Rhythm song, gay! In the “Pocketful of Dreams” groove 


April Played the Fiddle 


The Pessimistic Character 
(With the Crab Apple Face) Rollicking novelty 
SOOO Ook ok 


Picture, 
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iSTTIH ONISNIS 
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in song; tender love ballad 
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1619 B’way, New York Cliy 
JACK MASS, Prof, Mee. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending June 1, 1940) 


Sacramento, Calif., June 4. 
State of California cuts in on the} 


{ 





; American Society of Composers, Au- 
‘thors & Publishers payoff through 


| State’s ASCAP Cut-In | 








“performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol °| 








Playmates .....-. ash eras bth a gg d a Cathe lo Gawd Gia Robtelan dd F --Santly acquiffng copyright to ‘The One 
Woodpecker Song wire ere eae Se eee ae oe ere eee ++» Robbins ! Rose That's Left in My Heari,’ fol- | 
Imagination ...+-.eee reese ress cece eee e sete eee ennes ve) & : jowing death of its composer, Charles 
Singing RM tL ie anaes 6 Bo o.d ae be > 49% 06:6 aide eae ae oe .. Santly ' Loveland, who left no will or known 
hake Down the Stars........esscccccccccscscceee +60 | heirs. 

Make-Believe Island ............+..+.. Pie eesees -.-. Miller | Estate taken over by state also 
‘Say It (Buck Benny Rides Again’)............008. .. Famous | includes $1,443 in cash. — 

With the Wind and the Rain in Your Hair...... eeoeee Paramount atts ies 


*J.iitle Curly Hair in High Chair (‘40 Little Mothers’). Feist 
‘Alice Blue Gown (‘Irene’) soccccceM Gist 


i I a cd oc kh beedscbens seeasseees ..»+. Berlin 

*Where Was I? (‘’Til Me Weet Again’).......... .. Remick 
J Can't Love You Anymore....... Baars la ariel at ..Olman 
Apple Blossoms and Chapel Bells.............4. ... Remick 

DS ee a ee ereewesiibccni eee 

*Filmusical 











Network Plugs, 8 AM. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (May 27-June 2). Total represents accumulated 


| 





denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. 








GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Make-Believe Island (6).............. NCTA RDIGLRE REE, GASk occa: 
Blue Lovebird (3)...*Lillian Russell.......... Sere 2 
Yours Is My Heart Alone (5)...+Land of Smiles....... | eee 
Mp a WONGETTUL WOTlG (7) «2.5 ic ccccccsccecciens rr . ee 
My! My! (9)...*Buck Benny Rides Again.............. BIOGS 605545% 30 
OATES OMIT ESM ee ee | Or 28 | 
Say It (8)...*Buck Benny Rides Again............... BOWOUS: 5 cccccs BB] 
Woodpecker Song (14).............. ini tates eon .. Robbins .. . 28) 
PROKC DOWN Tie tere (10)... cee ccccdecvciesssecce oa Resa ra: | | 
Where Was I? (9)...*’Til We Meet Again............. Remick ...... . 24) 
BOOGIE MEET GOP CED ice cso bencst vedeses oes voeeees S00 WEMOPE 6000 . 
ee oe ide yd des pesees hos Rs Ua ‘ = Sees . 214 
a AONE MEIN No aig 5 Fic 6 ni 019.6 3 bas Woe Gioia. de s'e'9 0 40% ll ee 21 | 
LTR ga) oo. aC 3) SS eae en eee ? ocoeeMmerican « . ail 
| Can't BOVE FOU ANY More (5). cc cccccccccccceccce AA re — wet 
You're Lonely and I’m Lonely (3)...+La. Purchase.... Berlin ........ . 20 
Toc Romantic (14)...*Road to Singapore.......... ooeeraramount.... 20 
MNES MUNI EPMO oars e ag ise apintece Sra, fre ORS: O04 wi Schl dase Rb re 19 
Haven't Time Be Millionaire (2)...*If 1 Had My Way..Santly ........ . wv 
UTC UOC 0 HES AE rane ert aap Ine is — 19 | 
With the Wind and the Rain in Your Hair (16)......... Paramount .... 19} 
ETE OC TY C1 RO ORS et en ao ere BANU oiscaces « 0 
Menere 10:1 Go trom You? (7) ........-cccscccsvsesrees MGEPCOr 2... secs 17 
Meet the Sun Half Way (4)...*If I Had My Way...... errr 16 
E LOVO TOU Meer TOO BAUGH (8) oo cc 5 6 oics cececiccsee cee TBOGS 6ccecascs 15 
From Another World (10)...+Higher and Higher...... Chappell ....0 14 
Little Curly Hair (7)...*40 Little Mothers............. il ora 14 
IN a 6h 2a clover psa binhe io, 0 8S eNISio Gatuetinivan ee ee 14 
ence Oc preemie C10)... . SEONG... 65 cc cocccscescecesove Co See . 
How Can I Ever Be Alone? (1)...+American Jubilee..Chappell ...... 13 
Bae OOUOE Mette ND (OL) 5 ois ok crescwade videos voceeent eee . a 
When You Wish Upon a Star (20)...*Pinocchio....... Berlin ......... 13 | 
You Can’t Brush Me Off (1)...*Louisiana Purchase....Berlin ........ . H | 
Angel in Disguise (10)...*It All Came True........... Witmark ...... 12 | 
Beer Wee WP, PRONTO, C2). 5.00 cede es cece eeeeeeasness SHOGITO 665.050 12 | 
SE PU Sharia ecco ce recrseenees nese veer ABCD wee eeeeene 12 | 
emee: POEs RR Cais olen oece bis 45666 8 @ 0 eeniee esiwes ore oy eee + ae 
PREM AON eP UAT EIN C5 5,46. 9:0.0'6:0.0 00.0 Hobs. ce Hee eee ees sce Aes cv neces 12 
CUBE SRS 0 ee eee er eer fe ae . a 
April Played the Fiddle (1)...*If I Had My Way...... 6 rr . we 
Ma! He’s Making Eyes at Me (18).........cccccssssece Je » 30 
Tennessee Fish Fry (3)...7American Jubilee.......... Chappell ...... be 
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French Quarter Club 
Embroiled With Union 


New Orleans, June 4. 
The Musicians’ Local (174) yanked 


OLLIE O’TOOLE. JOINS 
HORACE HEIDT TROUPE 





Pittsburgh, June 4. Julian Laine’s band out of Marty 

Ollie O'Toole, staff artist and an- Burke's’ French Quarter nitery 
nouncer at WWSW, joined Horace Thursday (30) on hearing that the | 
Heidt last week in Boston. O'Toole, club could not meet its agreement 
chiefly known as a mimic locally, to pay the band each night. After 
suditioned for Heidt short time ago Playing until 3:30 a.m. the band 
waited around for nearly three 


during latter’s engagement at Stan- 
Jey and appeared in several shows 
et WB deluxer through the week. In 
addition, O’Toole is up for the an- 
nouncer’s berth on Heidt’s networker 
while he is on tour. 

In taking the spot with Heidt, 
O'Toole had to vacate several local 
commercials, one a six-times weekly 
morning show for Donahoe’s stores. 

No replacement at WWSW has 
been made for O’Toole. For the 
piesent, he’s on a leave of absence, 
end other announcers will share his ' 


hours before being told there wasn’t 
sufficient dough to pay off. This 
being tough on some of the musi- 
cians who had _ before-breakfast 
spots to play with radio orchestras, 
union ordered men not to show up 
next night. 

Mrs. Marty Burke, manager of 
nitery, said club will operate hence- 
forth with non-union combo, 


Betty London at Cawthon 
Mobile, Ala., June 4. 





work until it’s decided whether Bettv London and her orchestra 
O'Toole’s leave is permanent. went ‘into the Rose Room of the 
Cawthon hotel June 1, for an in- 

Rodney Ogle Waggies definite stay, succeeding Roy Mc- | 

New Orleans, June 4. Dowell and his band who move 


across Mobile Bay to the American 
Legion night club at Fairhope, Ala. 

Marshall Van Pool and his 10- 
piece orchestra, opened the Battle 
House Roof Garden night of June 1. 
Floor shows will be used here later 
,in the season, 


Rodney Ogle, ex-trombonist with 
Gene Krupa outfit, now fronts band 
st Puppy House, French Quarter 
nitery here, operated by Frank Fer- 
vara, former musician. 

Changes in band have been fre- 
Quent in recent weeks, 


ASCAP ADMITS 


and Alec Templeton were among the 
|21 new wriier members that the di- 


| Lewis, Jr. 


KARZAS, BALLROOM 


| anon 


i ter in 1926, each at a cost reported to | 


|} tween them built a tremendous re- 


\ room, 


| Charles 


' piano; 
| Morgan, 
| calist. 





21 NEW WRITERS 


Rudolph Ganz, Mischa Levitzki 





rectorate of the American Society of 

Composers, Authors and Publishers 

admitted to membership last week, 
The other newcomers were Clar- 


ence Muse, also film actor and 
writer; Florence B. Price, Dan J. 
Sullivan, Castro Carazo, Bobby 


Gregory, Alvin S. Kaufman, Harold 
Lawrence, L. Leslie Loth. Carl M. 
Mueller, Josef Myrow, Milton Pas- 
cal. Buck Ram, Edgar Sampson, 
Raul Tietjens, Russel Wragg and the 
estates of Charles Gabriel. Mildred 
J. Hill and William M. (Morgan) 





PIONEER, DIES AT 58 


Chicago, June 4. 


Andrew Karzas, pioneer of mod- 
ern streamlined ballroom operation, 
died at the Woodlawn hospital here 
on Saturday (1) after a brief ill- | 
ness. He was 58 and had been in this | 
country since 1904 when he came | 
over from Greece. 

Karzas was the builder and man- 
aging director of the Aragon and 
Trianon, among the best known 
ballrooms in the country and he had 
played almost every top orchestra in 
the business. 

Karzas originally came into the | 
ballroom business through theatres, 
having built with Nicholas Nomikos 





itheir present 


| publishers 


On Suggestion 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending May 18) 
Sixpenny (8c) Numbers 


‘Made Me Care’...... vos MOrPiz 
: ke ae ene Wood 
‘Curtain Down’......Cinephonic 
"Gy Of LAAVE .. 6000008. Maurice 
go OS 55008 


‘Moonlight Avenue’.........Gay 
Shilling (16c) Numbers 


‘Woodpecker Song’.......... Sun 
‘Dutch Garden’......... Connelly 
"over TAiMDOW 22.6 6sc0 cece Day 
‘Wish Upon Star’...... Chappell 








Songsmiths 5 
Year Contracts 


Sought by Pubs 


Movement was started last week at 
a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Music Publishers Protective 


Association for publishers to exiend | 
contracts with the 
Songwriters Protective Association 
for a period of 25 vears. If the 
propositions goes through, it will be, 
the first long-term agreement of its | 
kind ever entered into by groups 
within the music industry. A con- 

tract running for 25 years would so 
consolidate the publishers and 
writers as to secure them against any 

outside attempts to disrupt the in- 

dustry. 

The present contracts between the 

and writers have six 

years to go. The extended agreement 

would not only continue the present 

clauses as to the administration of 

mechanical right but provide for a 








a number of neighborhood filmeries 
throughout Chicago. But he later | 


| disposed of all of his theatre hold- | 


ings and devoted himself to the Tri- | 
and Aragon ballrooms. The | 
former was built in 1922 and the lat- | 
have been more than $1.000,000. 
While Karzas played most of the 
name bands, the ballrooms were best 
known for their association with | 
bands which were built up by radio, 
which for the Aragon and Trianon 
means WGN, the Chicago Tribune 
station, which has been the exclu- 
sive outlet for these ballrooms and | 
through which tie-up several of the 
nation’s top bands have aired. These 
include Wayne King, Ted Weems, 
Jan Garber, Kay Kyser, Dick Jurg- |} 
ens, Bernie Cummins, Anson Weeks, 


Freddie Martin. For years Wayne 
King held down the Aragon and 
'Ted Weems the Trianon and be- 


mote control dance following. 

Surviving Karzas are his widow 
and two sons, Byron and William. 

WILL HUDSON’S PERSONNEL 

Will Hudson's new band, which | 
was unveiled at the Roseland Ball- 
N. Y., recently, and is cur- 
rently on a tour of New England 
one-nighters, is composed of 13 men 
beside Hudson and a vocalist. Hud- 
son is one-half of the old Hudson- 
DeLange band. 


Personnel: Walter Burleson, Ray 
Heath, trombones: Milton Hutton, 
Mike Rosati, Frank Borati, trump- 


ets; Sidney Steamer, Joe DeMaggio, , 
Brosen, Milt Field, saxes; 
Billy Exner, drums; Mark Hyams, 
Manny Biliiz, bass: Tommy 
guitar; Peggy McCall, vo- 


{ 


| of 


50-50 ownership of small performing 
rights with the publishers likewise 
administering these rights. The lat- 
ter arrangement has never before 
prevailed in the pop music industry. 

Asked how he felt about the 25- 
year proposition, Irving Caesar, 
president of the SPA, declared Sat- 
urday (1) that the idea was funda- 
mentally okay with his organization. 

One angle that might prove a tough 
obstacle to the SPA getting together ' 
with the publishers on an extension 
is a writers’ suggestion that the lat- 
ter be granted a 50-50 ownership 
in the small rights of works copy- 


| righted prior to 1939, when the pres- 
|ent SPA-publishers 


agreement be- 
came effective. There is a clause in 
the standard uniform writers con- 
tract which stipulates that all rights 
are subject to existing agreement be- 
tween all of the parties. This clause 
protects the writer's arrangement 
with ASCAP which in principle ad- 
mits him to a 50-50 share in the 
small rights. 

Prior to the standard uniform con- 
tract which became effective in 1932 
there was nothing contractually 
which guaranteed the writer any 
share in the small rights, with or 
without ASCAP. Under this con- 
tract the writer was assured 331% 
income from “all other rights.’ 
The standard uniform contract which 
went into effect last year raised this 
guarantee divvy ‘from all other 
rights’ to, 50%. In other words. the 
publisher as the asignee of the writer 
owns the copyright free and clear 
and unless covered by contract the 
publisher is entitled to 100% of the 
small rights. 

Phil Levant slated for Plantation, 
Dallas, about July 4. 





| tain 


Music Publishers Vote ‘ito Deal’ 


of Cooperation 


With Lucky Strike Tune List 


Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation will not officially ally it- 
self with the Lucky Strike Hit FPa- 
rade ‘American Tobacco Co.). As- 
sociation’s board of directors se 
voted Jast week in passing on a 
proposition from the cig manufac- 
turer that it cooperate with the pio- 
ducers of the program by furnish- 
ing a weekly list of the best sheet 
sellers. The board felt that the in- 
custry should not assume any re- 
sponsibility for the program’s com- 
pilation of hit tunes, even though the 
association was interesied in seeing 
that the Lucky listings constituted a 
fair perspective of the music busi- 
ness and did not by misleading in- 
formation damage the business of 
individual publishers. 

Some board members took the po- 
sition that the MPPA should refuse 
to contribute part of the data used in 
Lucky Strike’s compilation if it 
could not control all other phases of 
the survey on which the compilation 
is based. Others expressed them- 
selves as chary about rendering any 
aid whatever since it would be let- 
ting in other industries on inside 
knowledge of the music business. 
There was also sentiment against 
exercising anything but a militant 
stand toward outside factors which 
have an unnatural influence on the 
sale of sheet music. 


It was pointed out at the board 
meeting that Lucky was free to ob- 
information about sheet best 
sellers from music jobbers and that 
the MPPA by setting itself as an 
official clearing source for such data 
would establish a precedent that 
might cause much disaffection with- 
in the music industry. The action 
of the MPPA board was a sequel to 
a series of meetings that Walter G. 
Douglas, chairman, had held with 
American Tobaceo executives. Doug- 
las has protested that the Lucky 
listings not only conflicted with the 
true relative standings of current 
tunes, but tended to damage the 
natural development of a _ song’s 
sheet sales. American Tobacco later 
advised Douglas that it was re-ex- 
amining the bases for its survey and 
out of a decision to revise the rela- 
tive values of the various factors in 
the survey came the proposal for an 
official best sellers list from the 
MPPA. 


Freddie Martin to Aragon 


Chicago, June 4. 
Freddie Martin, recently having 
finished long stay in the Marine 
Room of the Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
takes his orchestra into the Aragon 


ballroom on June 11 for an indef 
sojourn, 

Will likely stay until return of 
Dick Jurgens orchestra to the spot 
in the fall, 

SS a ay : - 














YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY'S REQUEST 


Softly, As In A 
Morning Sunrise 


Wanting You 


MacDonald-Nelson Eddy film. 
“New Moon” 


HARMS, INC. 


RCA Bldg., New York, N.Y. 
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Only This Really Great Song Could Possibly Follow Our ‘Woodpecker Song's’ Success / 
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Night Club Reviews 


| to cafe management in Florida this 
' winter, rather than active dancing. 


HURRICANE, N. Y. 
| Renita is one of the best looking 


i shinos (2), dancing femmes in the business, 
Pa age —— Walsh, ‘making an excellent flash on per- 
Pancho & Dolores, Lolita Cordoba, sonality and performance, and the 
Eddie Bush’s Islanders (10); $1.50- veteran Ramon (ex-Rositaj) is a past 
$2 minimum, no cover dancing master who still manifests 
$ . /plenty of terpsichorean skill in his 
' ballroomology. aie 
Georgie Tapps, now comingling 
his taps with ballet stuff, does 

















The Hurricane, in the cycle of the 
tropical-motifed niteries, is now a 
3050 proposition, blending its Ameri Draperesaue work. that is. distine- 
South Seas as to menu, decor and tively Tappsonian in style and tech- 


divertissement. Addition of Chinese- | _, — a po .- 
type cuisine and broadening the show | (CLFPUTSe® id. come ay eeaineen, 
for added values give this spot aS? Ut oo one of the best single 
much better chance for success than | M@rKs him as on Linde’ 
when first tried six weeks or so ago | performances for cafes and kindr 
: Vi sq. bookings. 
arte ge Sapling Ne: End Dun ae he rev 
dise — ae ae iy hand- | re pice a pone ” salesmanship. 
some Hawaiian decor. fhe same 3 7 : ; ith 
moveahe sage ie retained foe peer They, up te Fowles wi 
visibility of the show, otherwise it’s) 3PeC'a" Pel 's* leade, the come- 
all in the Polynesian motif | The yesteryear cavalcade, me 

Fl Sa Walsh and Romo Vin- | 4¥ number with _ — — 
cent head the good though overlong | pr tteceane read rmeigi | Henry Dunn's 
cluttered up with tired grass-skirts | ¢*Pert foiling, distinguish the pair. 
and corny Hawaiian fol-de-rol. Save | , Pail —_ gtr tned sete charm ae 
for three supplementary hip-weav- ?°' . in "Tob ory 
ers, support of Alma ows the| is Secor Lester n Tobacco Road, 
show is more of specialty rather than | aad hod ida ee on es 
quantity. Miss Ross, by virtue of a, -~ : ms him & saie- 
Tahitian dance routine in Para-|0mologists marks him 
mount’s ‘South of Pago Pago” has a/ handed road company of The Hart- 
once-over-lightly Saltvwend pone j mans and that school of a ae on 

= ™ A . ° n te 

She's & personable bare-tootsied  yiswey, with’ Petriela Gilmore and 
—, 1ittl are the neg eure? | Sagitn Herrera featured, is on the 
round her. alee in apavoptiate zea, road to becoming a really important 
pte Pa in appropriate sea- hand all over again. Abel. 


The Manshinos are an adagio-| 
gy pair _ native ag temeneee | P ERSIAN ROOM, S. F. 
who, too, work sans their Ground AKE 
Grippers. Okay for atmospherics. | (HOTEL SIR FRANCIS DE ) 
mixed pair being decoratively lithe 
and lissome in their holds and lifts. San Francisco, June 1. 
Romo Vincent is a rotund m.c.from, Joseph Sudy Orch (11) with Terry 
the Coast who did a quick stint at) Snyder Trio. 
the Belmont-Plaza’s Glass Hat room| 
(N. Y.), but technically this marks his | 





Back for its third time in this spot, 








AE Sabian eB, 


aeRO Gotan: 


Broadway debut. Of exellent voice, | Joseph Sudy’s band is filling the 


and working with poise and assur- 
ance, the behemoth conferencier 
builds to a nice comedy highlight, 
self-kidding his avoirdupois with 
good parody song material in be- 
tween. ‘If I Only Had a Brain,’ his 
Laughton and Lone Ranger numbers, 
a taxi lyric and other drolleries reg- 
ister all the way. 

Mary Jane Walsh, just closed in 
‘Too Many Girls,’ is a sophisticated | 
songstress with an excellent mike de- | 
livery. However, in view of the| 
tropical decor, she should switch’ 
from her sleek black satins into a| 
flowered gown. Sartorially it’s a 
clash, but vocally she rings the bell | 
with a very effective cycle of num- | 
bers from ‘I’d Rather Be Right’ and | 
‘Girls,’ her last two legit musicals, | 
‘Struttin’ on Sutton Place,’ | 
‘Never Entered My Mind,’ ‘Latin | 
Lovers’ and other current show 
tunes. 

Pancho and Dolores are nice ball- 
roomologists. They’ve been around 
in the Latin clubs. Their waltz and 
paso double routine click. Lolita 
Cordoba sings and maestros the relief 
tango cornbo. Eddie Bush’s Society | 
Islanders, mixed Hawaiian and U. S.., | 
with native strings making for ef- | 
fective rhythm give _ forth 


Bush is a holdover from the first 
show, and deservedly. 

First night the show ran well over 
an hour. It should be pruned. 
Otherwise it’s good value for the 
$1.25 dinner minimum or the $1.50-$2 
supper minimum, Abel, 


LIDO TERRACE 


(LIDO BEACH, N. Y.) 





Enric Madriguera Orch. (14) with 


Patricia Gilmore and Sarita Herrera, | 


Georgie Tapps, Ramon and _ Renita, 


Cross and Dunn, Eddie Garr; mem- | 


bership club, $2 guest cover. 





Swank Lido Beach Terrace, in the 
Long Beach (Long Island) sector, 
under new Frank Seiden manage- 
ment, isn’t stinting on the budget for 
its shows. So much so that it seems 
a mistake not to open it to the pub- 
lic, although the cabana golf club 
members might resent the idea that, 
for a $2 or $3 cover, anybody can 
come in, whereas they pay a sea- 
sonal fee. As it is, guests of mem- 
bers are assessed a $2 cover. 

Setup, booked by Abby Greshler 
and Milton Seiden, from William 
Morris, MCA and divers sources, 
calls for a $1,500 talent budget for 
weekend, and may be extended for 
the July-August midseason. Pre- 
miereing with such acts as Jane 
Pickens, Benny Fields, Don Budge 
(in an exhibition tennis tourney), 
Saturday night layout. as above, 
reads like a benefit show. Eddie 
Garr is a facile m.c.-comedian al- 
though his ‘No Johnny’ parody on 
‘Oh Johnny’ is highly questionable 

for this particular environment. 
the other hand, former Lido Club 
members, who used to get mana- 
gerial notes if they acted as if hav- 
ing too good a time, can hardly be- 


lieve the informal good humor un-| 


der present direction. 

Ramon and Renita are also doing 
something of a comeback after his 
long illness which restricted them 


| crowd, at the opening, he got plenty 


an | 
interesting brand of dansapation. | 


On | 


'Persian Room with soft, dreamy 
|dance tunes, stressing rhumba and 
| Latin numbers and featuring the 
Terry Snyder Trio in instrumental 
specialties. 

Sudy’s music is easy on the ears 
and pleasant to the feet, and while 
| his return failed to lure any record 


of encores. 


[ tatent topped by name bands, And 
'the idea has plenty of b.o. socko. 

Gray aggregaton drew full house 
‘at inaugural show and _ indications 
are their engagement will be ex- 
tended beyond the original four 
weeks for which they have been 
booked. One of the most versatile 
outfits to play here, equally at home 
in sweet or swing, the band is made 
up of 16 crack instrumentalists. 

Following theme tune, Gray and 
boys play nifty arrangement of 
‘Woodpecker Song’ which gets plenty 
of palm pounding. But it is Kenny 
Sargent, sax tooter and vocalist with 
unit, who stopped the show when 
caught. The ringsiders liked his 
‘Wind and Rain’ but it was in couple 
of nostalgic numbers, ‘For You’ and 
‘I Cried For You,’ that he really 
registered. 

‘Pee Wee’ Hunt wasn’t in good 
form and failed to score at first. His 
imitation of Bonnie Baker singing 
‘Stop, It's Wonderful,’ however, was 
a fair idication of what he can do 
when he really gets going. 

Topping the floor show are Cap- 
ella and Beatrice, the latter a bru- 
net looker with a nifty chassis. 
Their routines are different from the 
average and notable chiefly for the 
ease of the lifts and spins. Offering 
is highlighted by their Spanish in- 
terpretations and they responded to 
several encores with rhumba and 
conga. 

Bud Hughes offers a novelty act 
which takes a whirl into legerde- 
main before settling down into per- 
formances by a couple of trick dogs. 
Gets nice returns. Blanche LeClair, 
blonde looker, didn’t impress when 
caught opening night. Voice was 
only so-so and delivery without par- 
ticular flash. 

Band comes back after show with 
couple of hot tunes before resump- 
tion of dance music. Gray himself 
does no instrumental work, sticking 
to baton and emceeing show, which 
would be improved a bit if he would 
loosen up a trifle. Liuzza, 


Sapphire Room, Indpls. 
(HOTEL WASHINGTON) 





Indianapolis, May 16. 
Biltmore Boys Orch (7), Nancy 
Evans, Garron and Bennett; $1 cover. 





The nearest approach to a metro- 
politan night spot is the new Sap- 
phire Room in the Hotel Washington 
on the main stem. Room is neatly 
done in white, with mirrored ceiling 
and white leather furniture. Since 
the town has long been known for a 
Saturday night out, other nights in 
the week are thin on the take, with 





Several waltz numbers are among 
his most effective tunes. In addition 
to instrumentalists featured, Sudy 
has two singers, Mickey Ross and 
Sid Sudy, both doing ballads which 
are well received. The Snyder Trio 
consisting of Snyder _himself. 
Frankie Tam and Marvin Glass, hit 
a popular note with their unique 
combination of vibraphone, i 
and bass fiddle doing several Ha- 
waiian selections. Rivers. 


Bombay Room, Omaha 
(HOTEL FONTENELLE) 


Omaha, May 30. 
Lamb-Yocum Ice Revue featuring 
Gladys Lamb and Rube Yocum, 
Buddy Lewis, Bette Wharton, Murry 
Twins; Lambettes (4), Art Randall’s 
Orch (17); $1 cover or $2 minimum. 








Town's most costly hotel show, 
| present layout his been prompted 
| by success of winter ice shows here 

(Sonja Henie and European Ice 

Revue), plus opening of Ak-Sar-Ben 
|; race meet. Gladys Lamb and Rube 
| Yocum, Ak-Sar-Ben rink profes- 

sionals, produced and staged show 
| at advertised cost of $20,000. Ex- 
| pense includes 600 square feet of 
| ice covered between shows for danc- 
ing. 

Buddy Lewis, barrel jumper and 
comic drunk, and.Murry Twins, both 
standard ice revue acts, draw big re- 
turns although they get competition 
|from Bette Wharton, 17-year old 
| local discovery making her profes- 
sional debut after sensational win- 
ter build-up as “Midwest Henie,” 
etc. Looks very good but could 
stand professional polish. 

Miss Lamb and Yocum, in snazzy 

costuming and with good lighting, 
make off with the show. Feature 
romantic stuff, with Yocum. at mike 
while Miss Lamb twirls to “Lady of 
the Evening.” They also do several 
'skating routines ‘together. Four 
| Lambettes, nice lookers, do best in 
Scotch routine. 

Motel executive Gene Eppley, 
who’s paying for it, says he’ll be 
| happy to break even, so dismal have 
been results of hotel shows here. 
| First four days make it likely he'll 
| be happy. Engagement indefinite, 
, but likely to last through race meet- 
| ending July 5. 


Hawaiian Blue Room 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. 0.) 





New Orleans, June 1. 
Glen Gray Orch, (16), Capella 
|and Beatrice, Bud Hughes, Blanche 
| LeClair, Kenny Sargent and ‘Pee 
| Wee’ Hunt. 





This swank spot’s first summer 


'show not only gets the nod for en- | 


tertainment values, but is the only 
top hostelry in town dishing up live 


management even extending itself to 
offer two acts with seven-piéce orch 
at the low cover. 

Orch is okay for this spot, consist- 
ing of guitar, bass, violin, accordion, 
sax, drum and piano, combo hitting 
the tunes hot for dancers, and ade- 
quate as accompaniment to acts. 

Show opens with specialty by three 
of the boys in band, following with 
killer-diller on cymbals. Nancy 
Evans, a coloratura, does okay with 
‘Darn That Dream’ and ‘One Alone.’ 
Biggest slice of time goes to Garron 
and Bannett, dancers, who hoof to 
‘Prelude in G Minor,’ follow with a 
formal ballroom routine including 
acro twirls, return for a Spanish 
terp, toss in another fast ballroom 
number, and finish in rube specialty 
to ‘Old Gray Bonnet.’ 

Bill needs an m.c. and good com- 
edy turn to merit $1 cover. ‘faj1y 


Union Shuts Out Big Aud, 


Promoters Lose on Dance 


Mobile, Ala., June 4. 

Change in sites for the dance of 
the Mobile units of the Alabama 
National guard (29) represented a 
loss of over $200. Glen Gray Casa 
Loma orchestra grossed $975 at the 
Battle House auditorium, which has 
a capacity of 750 persons. Orchestra 
was guaranteed $850 on assumption 
it would play Fort 





tion because musicians local pro- 

tested auditorium was non-union. 
Guy Falk, chairman of the Fort 

Whiting auditorium commission, 


contracted for in the future until 
the situation was changed. 
Mobile has one union orchestra. 





Band Bookings 











George Hall, June 8, Sylvan Beach, 
La Porte, Tex. 

Jack Teagarden, June 10, 
weeks, Raymor B., Boston. 

Jeno Bartal, June 10, West Point 
Military Academy, West Point, N. Y. 

Freddie Fisher, July 2, tour weeks, 
Happy Hour Club, Minneapolis. 

Chuck Foster, July 10, O. Henry 
Park, Willow Springs, II. 

Glen Gray, June 29, three weeks, 
Hollywood Club, Galveston, Tex. 

Lani McIntire; June 25, Lookout 
House, Covington, Ky. 

Gleun Miller, June 21, Fox theatre, 
Detroit; July 19, week, Chicago the- 
atre, Chicago. 


two 





Ning Renaldi, June 12, three 
| weeks, Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas 
| City. 


Whiting audi- t , 
torium but Gray could not play loca- | ducting is no small asset in setting 





} 


said that no name bands would be | Savoy Ballroom, 


RECORD REVIEWS 


Benny Goodman ‘Every Sunday Afternoon’—‘Devil May Care’ (Col. 35461) * 


Tunes like ‘Sunday’ fit the Goodman band and it plays this one with a 
wealth of ease and smooth kick. Sax team, not quite as accurate this 
time, carries most of the load though the brass gets in its licks. ‘Deyir 
spotlights the same features. Helen Forrest vocals both and Goodman's 
clarineting stands out on both, They're at average tempo. 








Freddie Rich ‘Till We Meet Again’—‘Blowing Bubbles’ (Vocalion 5507) 


Rich does a solid jump job on these two standards using some of th e 
best musicians from other bands. It’s a mixed group. ‘Till’ rides at an 
easy clip. It’s a smart arrangement that manages to retain a sizeable quota 
of the original melody though it’s done as a swing job. Sax, trumpet and 
trombone break it. Rhythm is strong. Reverse is similar, at a bit faster 
tempo, and utilizes a strong brass section to good effect. It, too, stays on 
the melodic track. Muted trombone, trumpet, piano and sax are high. 
lighted. Good sides. 





Tommy Dorsey ‘Time Be Millionaire’—‘April Played Fiddle’ (Victor 26606) 


‘Millionaire’ side shows up the rebuilt Dorsey group as an outfit that’s 
rapidly getting back in stride. Neat arrangement is a blend of clarinet 
lead style, solid rhythm, Frank Sinatra vocal and the almighty trombona 
that’s exceptionally attractive. There’s a short trumpet break near the 


finish. It’s good. ‘Fiddle’ is slower tempoed and spotted with a Sinatra 
vocal that enhances the tune. Clarinet and clear trombone get the solo 
nods. A nice job. 


Louis Armstrong-Mills Bros, ‘Cherry’—Boog-It’? (Decca 3180) 


Combining the frog-throated Armstrong and the rhythm work of tha 
Mills Bros. was a good idea—on these two sides at least. Armstrong and 
the Mills group alternate in taking the lead and backgrounding, turning 
out a highly rhythmic piece. It’s smoothly handled. Trumpet man gives 
his high-pitched horn one inning each side, Reverse is similar in treat- 
ment.but at faster tempo. Equally good. 








Harry James ‘Flight of Bumble Bee’-‘Four Five Times’ (Varsity 8293) 


James’ trumpet version of ‘Bee’ is a sock bit that’s almost on a par with 
his ‘Ciribiribin’ and ‘Concerto.’ Guy's range and effortless way of push- 
ing out the most intricate passages is tops. It’s almost all horn solo, band 
being little more than background. Reverse is strong ensemble at slightly 
slower than average speed. Outfit is improving with each side. Short 
horn solo is smart in view of the ‘Bee.’ Band choruses the vocal. 








| bones, four trumpets, i i . 
trumpets, including the of four saxes, three brass and four 





Band Reviews 








ENRIC MADRIGUERA ORCH (14). 

With Patricia Gilmore, Sarita Her- 
rera, Ricardo Lamar 

Lido Terrace Club, Lido Beach, N. Y. 

Enrie Madriguera is.no newcomer, | 
but in his new band setup, which he 
bills ‘The Pan-American Way,’ he 
has a-showmanly idea and he is, at 
last, eoming into his.-own, on the 
crest of the current Latin vogue. Just 
like Ben Pollock, Red Nichols, the 
Mound City Blue Bowers, et al., were 
a bit too far in advance of the swing 
craze to really cash in, Madriguera’s 
Havana-Madrid style was for a time | 
a handicap. Where formerly tango) 
bands were deemed liabilities—and | 
that goes for Xavier Cugat and Car- | 
los Molina, too—they are now semi- 
names, ahd still on the ascension. In 
a limited degree, for certain fields of | 
employment, there are bands like 
Desi Arnaz, Panchito, Pancho, Cor- | 
bello and the like who take on the 
stature of name draws with their’ 
special followings. 

Madriguera, however, is still play- 
ing it safe. When he goes conga- 
rhumba, he extends his basic band 
of 12 to 14, by switch of personnel 
and addition of Sarita Herrera, 
Spanish songstress, and Ricardo La- 
mar, specialist on the bongos. 

Madriguera’s basic band of 12 has 
the personable Patricia Gilmore as 
featured vocalist. Maestro, due to/| 
leave here for three weeks for the | 
Ritz-Boston, returns July 1 to remain ' 
the rest of the season at this Lido | 
Beach location. His team is equally | 
divided as to brasses, reeds and! 
rhythm, four each, and dance-com- | 
pelling without being hard-driving 
rhythmically harsh. It’s a smooth 
aggregation, solid in every depart- 
ment. Madriguera’s own violin-con- 


the tempos. Abel. 


ERSKINE HAWKINS ORCH (15) 
Apollo, New York 
Erskine Hawkins’ group, long a 
N. Y., house band, 
has jumped considerably in popu- 
larity during the past several 
months, or since the leader’s writing | 
of ‘Tuxedo Junction’ spotlighted it. | 
Composed of five sax, two trom- 


leader’s, and the usual four rhythm, 
it’s a well balanced colored outfit | 
specializing in jump originals simi- 
lar to ‘Tuxedo.’ In that groove it 
rates strong. 

At this catching the type of tunes | 
mentioned above was used almost 
exclusively. There's no attempt at 
ballad stuff except those arranged 
for vocals. Arrangements, all solid- 








| 


| after a string of hop tunes. 


ly penned, utilize the five sax setup 
to offset the heavy blare of the six 
brass. And it works out. With 
Hawkins’ powerful horn the brass 
setup could easily make things un- 
comfortable. For this date most of 
the tunes used are ones the band 
has recorded and to accent that angle 
a likeness of the RCA-Victor trade- 
mark gets prominent display on the 
front of the bass drum. | 

‘Tuxedo’ is, of course, the dessert | 
i With 
no persuasion at all listeners here 
reverted to the now dated paim- ! 


| but never blaring. 


whacking as accompaniment to the 
colorfully written arrangement of 
the number. Others used are not 
far behind including a wild piece 
tagged ‘Gabriel Meets the Duke.’ 

Billed as the ‘Twentieth Century 
Gabriel,’ the leader smartly doesn’t 
overwork his trumpet up _ front, 
evenly splitting it between soloing 
and working with ‘the other three, 
Leaves many opportunities for spot- 
lighting men from other sections, 
opportunities that aren’t wasted; 
there’s at least one such break in 
every number. ‘Sweet Georgia 
Brown,’ taken chorus after chorus by 
a tenor sax down front, overdoes it, 
however, his bit being much too 
long. 

Singers Dolores Brown and Jimmy 
Mitchell exhibit fairly narrow 
ranged voices but plenty adequate 
for the type of tunes assigned them, 
Miss Brown does ‘Fine and Mellow’ 
and ‘Rubber Dolly.’ She’s a light 
complexioned looker. Mitchell’s 
from the sax section. He handles 
‘Cherry’ and the leadoff ‘Whispec- 
ing Grass.’ Wood. 





HEM OLSON ORCH (13) 
Country Club, Coral Gables, Fla. 
Back ‘in boom days the Country 
Club of Coral Gables served as 
springboard for some of today’s 
name bands, Jan Garber being its 
ranking alumnus. Since passing of 
binder boys, however, the club has 
housed at one time or another nearly 
every unit local union has fostered. 
Few of these crews had options 
lifted, giving them E for effort, since 
as far as socko dance bands are con- 
cerned, Miami is probably one of 
the most musically starved stands in 
U. S 


All this, however, is b.o. (befor3 
Olson), who two years ago come 
June (7), parked his crew of ten 
young fugitives from U. of Miamt 
symphony, ink still wet on unloa 
cards on the bandstand. They'v? 
been there ever since. Olson is now 
ready to take to the road July 1 un- 
der MCA banner. 

Tossing off a smooth brand of hoof 
music group registers favorably both 
on sweet side and in groove. Setup 


rhythm backed by Hammond organ, 
permits doubling on two pianos, two 
guitars (one electric),.and bringing 


_bvass quota to four-man line. 


When teeing off on hep tempos. 
outfit has intense, subdued driving 
style that’s as solid as they come. 
On slush _ side 
saxes stand out in tricky figurations. 
backed by staccato muted trumpets 
over bouncing rhythm section. At- 


|Yrangements are contrasting, too, in- 
| cluding identification bridge theme 


that carries crew through set with- 
out break. : 

Bunch looks good, glee club offer- 
ings and novelty turns being pr°- 
sented in showmanly manner. Give 


‘impression of plenty rehearsal and 
| thought to appearance on stand. 


Leader is a personable chap, split- 


|ting vocals with Oliver Edwards, and 
| seldom leaving perch, except to 9¢- 
| casionally mitt customers. 
Girl singer is needed, 


Les 
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TA Calling for Showdown Thurs. On 
AGVA, AGMA and AFRA Beneft Balk 





Apparent efforts being made by 
three of the Associated Actors & Art- 
jstes of America unions to break 
sway from the Theatre Authority 
setup will probably result in a 
stormy session of the TA on Thurs- 
day (6). Alan Corelli, executive 
secretary of the TA, states that he | 
will demand a showdown at the 
meeting. 

The unions involved are the Amer- 
jcan Guild of Variety Artists, vaude- 
nitery setup; American Guild of Mu- 
sical Artists, concert. group; and the. 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, which controls the ether con- 
tingent. All three have passed 
sulings stating that none of its mem- 
vers is to appear on any benefit pro- 
gram without specific approval from 
their respective unions, regardless of 
whether TA okays it or not. 


Blanche Witherspoon, executive 
secretary of AGMA, states that her 
union’s resolution goes so far as to 
prohibit the union’s members from 
playing any benefits unless they are 
paid. The only exceptions, she 
states, dre benefits in regard to na- 
jional crises. However, she ad- 
mitted that AGMA will continue to 
xecept its split of TA’s funds. Like 
AGVA and AFRA, last time a dis- 
bursement was made a couple of 
months ago, AGMA got $1,114 for its 
yelief fund. In the past 18 months, 
AGMA members participated in only 
14 benefits okayed by TA, plus two 
others which AGMA itself approved. 








—— ee 


why the move against TA is not 
clearly understood. 

Equity does not use its share of 
TA coin, turning it over to the 
Actors Fund and Colored Equity, a 
relief outfit. League of New York 
Theatres is allotted a share, too, but 
usually gives if to the Stage Relief 
Fund. 

Need AGVA OK in Philly 
Philadelphia, June 4. 

Beginning today (Tues.) the Philly 
unit of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists will take over the duty 
of policing the town for benefits 
from the Theatre Authority. The ar- 
rangement will be kept during the 
summer and may be a permanent 
policy. 

Richard Mayo, TA rep, left yes- 
terday for western Canada where he 
will make a tour of outdoor fairs 


| with his act, ‘Daisy, the Horse’, 


MAYBE THEY 





WERE JUST 
TESTING 





The move of AGVA, AGMA and} 


AFRA_ aroused surprise in other 
player circles. It was conceded that 
some percentage of benefits may not 
be wholly justified, but the result, 
that of raising money for profes- 
sional charities, justified the activi- 
lies of TA, formed five years ago. 

The rules make it mandatory that 
all benefits which do not pay per- 
formers must pay 15% of the gross, 
or flat fees where feasible, to TA. 
Latter splits up the coin among the 
various stage charities. 

Besides AFRA, AGMA and AGVA. 
recipients of a cut along with the 
theatrical Guilds, Actors Fund and 
other organizations. The objecting 
unions have all accepted the money 
for emergency relief use, which is 
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WALTER (Dare) WAHL 
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Philadelphia, June 4. 

Last December the Musicians’ 
Union called a strike at the Carman 
‘theatre here because the manage- 
;ment of the house wanted the right 
‘to drop vaude during the summer 
,months. For nearly four months the 
| musicians picketed the Carman. 
| Finally the union gave in and al- 
lowed the theatre to sign a 40-week 
'contract with the summer months 
| eliminated. 

But since vaude was restored, biz 
'at the Carman has been exceptionally 
| good. Now the Carman is continu- 
‘ing stage shows, with indications that 
.they’]l keep up all summer. The 

management has asked the union for 
‘the right to keep its orchestra as 
|long as biz continues on the present 
scale. Permission was naturally 
; granted. 

The Carman is the only house in 
Philly with vaude. The Fay’s closed 
-two weeks ago. The Earle has been 
‘on a straight pix policy since last 
| December, when it dropped stage 
shows also because of a dispute with 
the Musicians’ Union. 


EMA Nominations 


Chicago, June 4. 

Following members of the Enter- 
tainment Managers Assn. of Chicago 
have been nominated for office: 

David P. O'Malley, president; 
Thomas Burchill, v.p.; Donna Park- 
er, 2nd v.p.; Lyman Goss, Jr., secre- 
tary-treasurer, and George Hillman, 
James Thompson and Sam Roberts 
as trustees. 
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B&K Sets Names 


Chicago, June 4. 

Carlos Molina orch has been set 
into the Balaban & Katz Chicago for 
Friday (7) to share billing with Car- 
men Miranda. 

In for June 14 is Ethel Waters, 
followed on June 21 by show headed 
by Betty Grable with Vilma and 
Buddy Ebsen. Tony Martin is in for 
July 5 followed by three weeks of 
orchestras, Jan Savitt, Glenn Miller 
and Gene Krupa, the latter splitting 
billing with Frank Parker. 








Misunderstanding On 


Child Labor Cancels 
0’Connor Date in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 4. 
Misunderstanding over conditions 
of child stage labor in Pittsburgh 
forced the O'Connor family out of 
Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’ show at 
the Stanley this week and WB man- 
agement is burned up over the whole 


matter. O’Connors, particularly Don- 
ald O’Connor on strength of his Par 
film rep had been heavily billed and 
their deflection dented the unit’s pull 
plenty. 

Understood that Nat Kalcheim of 
William Morris office was under im- 
pression that youngsters couldn’t ap- 
pear locally and signed the act of 
Gregory and Raymond as a replace- 
ment for the Pittsburgh engagement. 
In meantime Meroff was communi- 
cating with Harry Kalmine, zone 
manager for Warners here, and 
learned that the O’Connors were 
okay. By the time he reached Kal- 
cheim, however, latter had already 
booked the substitute turn and 
couldn't place them elsewhere. 

O’Connors will rejoin ‘Funzafire’ 
next week for remainder of show’s 
tour which winds up in another 
month. Unit resumes again in Octo- 
ber with entire Interstate time in 
Texas booked. Incidentally Olsen 
and Johnson's suit for $250,000 
against producers of ‘Funzafire,’ 
which recently altered its title from 
‘Hellzafire,’ is scheduled to come Up 
in New York soon. 


MAX MAURICE DIES OF 
AUTO CRASH INJURIES 


Max Maurice (and Vincent), vaude 
acrobat, died Friday (31) in a Stam- 
ford, Conn., hospital as a result of 
iinjuries suffered in the auto crash 
of May 25 that also claimed the life 
of Master Jay Bee (Shriftman). 
They were in a vaude troupe booked 
by Loew’s for a one-niter at the 
Globe, Bridgeport. Maurice was 50 
and owner of the old automobile, 
which turned over several times 
near New Canaan, after a tire blew 
out. Car was virtually demolished. 

Maurice's partner, Vincent (Ab- 
raham Horowitz), who was driving 








were also in the show. Their con- 
dition is good. A sixth member of 
the troupe, Estelle Shurry, 


accident. 
Maurice was married to his former 


| partner, Girlie, but they were di- 
virced. A 15-year-old son of that 
union lives in Minneapolis. Funeral 


services were held in N.Y. Sunday 





(2), with burial in Ferncliff Ceme- 
tery. 


it’s Yacht Chub 
| Can't Find a Berth 


Pittsburgh, June 4. 

| Future of Yacht Club, one of down- 
| town’s most thriving niteries, is in 
doubt, result of order from city au- 
thorities to move craft within a 
month. Old Show Boat is anchored 
at an Allegheny river wharf, which 








| to facilitate construction work, Point 
|is that there’s no downtown place 
/on either of the two big rivers to 
go. 

Co-owners So] Heller and Nick 
worried, since the Yacht Club is 
turning a profit for almost first time 
in a decade, during which time it 
has passed through number of man- 
agements. Current operators have 
|had the place only fer the last five 
i months, 





Niteries in a 


Milwaukee, June 4. _ . 

Italian and German niteries here) 
are having their troubles, but for | 
widely different reasons—the Ital-! 
ians because the post-midnight clos- 
ing lid has been clamped on tight! 
by the police, and the Germans be- 
cause of their harboring pro-Nazi 
elements, allegedly masquerading 
under the name of the German- | 
American bund. 


Ever since prohibition came, and, 
went, Little Italy, adjacent to the | 
downtown wholesale district, has} 
been wide open so far as nocturnal | 
revelry was concerned. Its night | 
clubs and taverns got their big play 
after midnight when other down- 








BLUENOSES HIT 


| 


| 


N.O.'S FRENCH 
QUARTER 


New Orleans, June 4. 

The amusement spots in the French 
Quarter—vivid memories in the 
minds of thousands who have 
visited this historic section—are un- 
der fire. Calling attention to ‘im- 
moral, obnoxious and_ disgusting 
conditions’ in the section, a group of 
civic leaders have formally asked 
Mayor Robert E. Maestri for re- 
strictions governing night spots, bars 
and women in the area. . 
Moving in an effort to make the 
quarter more sedate, the group asks | 
that hostesses in bars and niteries 
be barred, and that householders be 
given the power to prevent more 
bars from being established near 
their homes. 
The group has protested to the 
mayor that there are now 134 bars— | 
52 of them ‘alleged night clubs’—in | 
66 square blocks of the quarter. A 
survey made last year showed 71 
bars in nine squares, it is charged. 

Property owners and householders 
for some years have waged an un- | 
successful fight to ‘tone down’ the 
French Quarter, where bright lights 
continue to draw their patrons 
from dark to dawn, as they have for 
a century past. 











Wheeler’s Coast Date 


Bert Wheeler left for the Coast 
last week on a four-week date at} 
Earl Carroll’s there as m.c. 

Jack Davies set the booking. 


| Of course, plenty of beer. 


Milwaukee's Italian and German 


Spot With the Law 


ir 


town spots closed up. The city ordi- 
nance forbidding music after 1 a.m. 
didn’t mean a thing in this district 
and floor shows, dancing and music 
went gayly on into the wee small 
hours. 

No Gag 

When patrolmen went the rounds 
a couple weeks ago and served no- 
tice the 1 o’clock no music law was 
to be strictly enforced from that 
moment on the partyers as well as 
the proprietors thought it was a gag, 
but now they realize it is a grim 
reality. Operators threatened with 
stern prosecution are obeying the 
edict and the loss of revenue has . 
Little Italy sad. 

The nationwide attack on sub- 
versive groups has put the Highland 
cafe, just outside the downtown 
district, on the spot,-and the com- 
mon council has ordered a thorough 
police investigation of the place, 2l- 
leged hangout of Nazi sympathizers, 
with a view to revoking the license 
of its operator, John Wintersberger. 
His cafe was formerly a meeting 
place for the Silvershirts and a li- 
cense was granted him a year ago 
only after he had promised to per- 
mit no more such secret organiza- 


tions to use his rooms. 


Nazis Eat Good—in America 
Wintersberger is president of the 
Graften Settlement League, owner 


'of the new Camp Hindenburg, sum- 


mer playground of the German- 
American bund, which has just dedi- 
cated the rendezvous with a huge 
Sunday outing at which tables 
groaned under the load of span- 
ferkel, kartoffel salat, kuchens, 
tortes and other geschnirkels, and, 
The Nazis 
eat good—in this country. 

The case of the Highland is being 
watched anxiously by operators of 


other niteries which have given over 


back rooms and side rooms to secret 


|meetings of nationality groups, for 


all were given a veiled warning by 


|Mayor Zeidler in a public protest 


against the use of foreign languages 
in gatherings of this sort. 


CLIFFORD) 
MARION 


FEATURED IN 

JACK HYLTON’S SHOW 

PALLADIUM THEATRE 
LONDON 


INDEFINITELY 



































is still in Norwalk, Conn., General | 
Hospital, as are Natalie Boyle, dancer | 
and Paul Gerson, accordionist, who | 


singer, | 
escaped with but minor injuries and | 
went home to New York after the | 


will shortly undergo extensive im- | 
provements, and must go elsewhere . 


Andolina are up a tree and plenty, 


“The Pagliacci 


a 








Third Engagement 
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~ MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





‘Salute to Summer,’ produced by 
Leon Leonidof, with Music Hall 
Symphony Orch (Erno Rapee, con- 
ducting), Georgia Graves, William 
Horne. Helen Leitch, Walter Cassel, 
M. H. Corps de Ballet, Choral En- 
semble, Rockettes; ‘My Favorite 
Wije’ (RKO), reviewed in Variety, 
May 1; ‘Cavalcade of _ Academy 
Awards’ (WB), reviewed im current 
issue. 





Music Hall has allowed producer 
Leon Leonidoff to wander far off the 
usual course in conception and ex- 
ecution of the current presentation. 
Titled ‘Salute to Summer. it com- 
prises lengthy solo participation by 
the house symph, terping. choral 
work and a shot of opera. There's 
also one of those exhibitions of 
‘house moving’ to demonstrate the 
amazing flexibility of the M. H. 
stage. All in all it’s a bit more pre- 
tentious than entertaining. Elabo- 
rateness of the sets and staging calls 
for gasps, but the only real sock Is 
the finale by the Rockettes line. 
which surpasses even .its usual top- 
grade standard. 

Curtains crack right open on the 
unique; the orchestra is on the stage. 
while the pit elevator comes up to 
reveal on it a park scene in which 
bovs and girls, their backs to the 
audience. are seated on benches or 
standing around watching the mu- 
sicians. This is cued by the pro- 
gram title, ‘Concert in the Park. 
Symph faithfully emulates a pax 
band with a Victor Herbert pot- 
pourri, which, with the encore, con- 
sumes about 12 of the 35 minutes 
allotted to the entire show. — 

One of those titanic juggling acts. 
to be seen nowhere but at the Music 
Hall. follows. It comprises moving 
the 100-piece orch from the stage to 
the pit. while the stage is set for an 
outdoor opera scene which follows. 
Opera is ‘Samson and Delilah, 
Georgia Graves, contralto, and Wil- 
liam Horne, tenor, handling the prin- 
cipal roles. Vocal work is fairly 
good, but was received with con- 
siderable restlessness by much of 
this audience. Opera idea seems a 
little too highbrow for popular con- 
sumption. , 

Using the same set, which com- 
prises gigantic cutout heads against 
a starry background, the M. H. bal- 
let performs. There’s also solo 
terping by Helen Leitch, some of it 
a thinly-veneered cooch performed 
’ aboard a huge plate held aloft by a 
group of male dancers. Ballet work 
as a whole is pretty poor, but the 
large number of vari-costumed 
dancers on the stage makes for a 
highly-colorful scene. 

Improvement in the show starts 
from this point, with the next scene, 
‘Riverside Drive.’ Boys in the 
choral ensemble are in sailor uni- 
forms and, with their femmes, have 
their backs to the audience, looking 
across the river where can be seen 
Palisades Park and the gamut of ad- 
vertising signs. Group sings My 
Handsome Young Sailor in Blue. 
specially written by Albert Stillman 
and fairly good. It also does some 
comic precision dancing which is 
amusing. Solo warbler Walter Cas- 
sel, also togged in a middy, appears | 
at this point with a uke and does 
‘Besuine,” | 

Finale follows with an offstage 
voice, identifving itself as that of 
‘Elmer.’ official greeter at the New 
York World’s Fair. setting the scene 
‘as the Court of Peace at Flushing 
Meadows. His line, ‘Let’s be thank- 
ful that we’re in a country where 
the only front line is the Rockettes. 
naturally cues on the gals. In strit- 
ing red, white and blue costumes. 
thev do a military routine and drill 
work. This type of routine, of 
course, lends itself exceedingly well 
to an exhibition of the line’s piece 
de resistance, precision tapping. and 
it milks everything possible from it 

for a smash curtain ringer. Herb. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 








Indianapolis, June 1. 

Henry Busse Orch (15), Ruth 
Petty, Billy Sherman, Ducky Young, 
Willie and Eugene Howard; ‘Crooked 
Road’ (Rep). 

Always sure to draw a good fol- 
lowing, the little man with the 
horn returns to town this time with 
a 15-piece orchestra which rates high 
with “its rendition of popular tunes. 
Cast is augmented on marquee with 
names of Willie and. Eugene How- 
ard, But their turn, though time- 
proven for comedy, is not given the 
mitt slaps accorded other  per- 
formers in this strictly vaude house. 

Busse crew provides most of the 


entertainment during the 71 min- 
utes. The four rhythm, five sax. 
three trumpets, and three trom- 


bones get an opportunity to display 
their ability on a full score of the 
theme song, ‘Hot Lips,’ to open, fol- 
lowing, during the the run of the 
show, with ‘Say Si Si,’ ‘Too Roman- 
tic. with Busse featured on the 
horn: ‘Stardust,’ played by trombone 


‘ quartet, and ‘What’s the Matter 
With Me,’ with vocals by Three 
Strikes, orclf¥ members. Audience 


wanted more from the Strikes at 
show caught but Busse begged off. 
saying it was the only song they 
knew. Other band numbers are a 


| warbling. 


coneert arrangement of ‘When Day 
Is Done.” ‘Down Home Rag,” ‘John- | 
son Rag’ and ‘Dark Eyes for cur- | 
tain. Arrangements are combina- 
tion of sweet and swing, with favor 
shown to the brass. 

Billy Sherman, band’s male vocal- 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Erskine Hawkins Orch (15) with 
Dolores Brown, Jimmy Mitchell; 
Five Crackerjacks, Vivienne Vigal, 
Duke Jenkins, Miller Bros. & Lots, 


ist, appears in deuce spot_to sing Sandy Burns, George Wiltshire, 
‘Imag nation. “Say It and ‘Beguine,’ yipian Harris; ‘Parole Fixer’ (Par). 
last tune a bit out of his style. He ame | 
tao ay oo yas ee Entertainment qualities of this 

Ruth Petty does a terrific job of lengthy layout fluctuate ae 
selling her songs, and won nice but on the whole its okay. _ 
salvo. Has special arrangements on Erskine Hawkins band ‘Band Re- 


views), which has jumped consider- 
ably in popularity lately, due largely 
to its writing and arrangement of 
‘Tuxedo Junction,’ the Miller Bros. 
and Lois «New Acts) plus the Five 
Crackerjac':s are the standout links 
in the chain of events. Beyond these 
turns the tare is ordinary and, in 
some instances, sub-par. 

Composed of tive sax, two trom- 


‘Havin’ Any Fun,’ ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
‘Does Your Mother Come From 
Ireland and ‘South American Way.’ 

Lucky Young is band’s goof vocal- 
ist. and spotted next to closing, he 
wins a rousing reception with his 
face-making endition of ‘Ma,’ 
‘Jimmy Had Nickel and ‘Three Lit- 
tle Fishies.’ 

Howards spot their appearances 
into three sections. They com® on 
first with a comparison of old and 
new songs. put out in the form of ; 
special Ivrics, giving Willie Howard ' 


chance to work in some vocal im- | 0! t Pe : 
aressions ef pop singers. Return | There's no attempt at ballads except 
later to. , ones arranged as vocals, handled by 


later to do comedy bit. one of their, : 
oldies dinuk a man who wants to | Dolores Brown and Jimmy Mitchell, 


- See | : section 
buy a radio and a friend who tries | latter from the sax sec . 
to get it for him wholesale on the! Five Crackerjacks open the show, 


long distance telephone. Payoff is | following the usual lengthy curtain 
rie final bit nie their by now | dance by the line (16). Four of the 
well known ‘Quartet from Rigo-| five get it underway with an un- 
letto’ wins a house full of chuckles, | impressive tap turn, a fast session 
but deserving more. of unison and challenge work that’s 
Show moves fast, and could run! not particularly outstanding. One 
another 15 minutes if schedule per- | {hen tats oe over chairs, etc. ‘Its 
Acs . =. ; stunts. g over chairs, etc. 
mitted without tiring — audience. aie & Gilet winian ene shames Gen 
tume. Trio then come back as old 
men, using canes to assist a_ soft 
shoe unison routine. It’s highly 
amusing and clicks strongly. One 
does a session of drum major baton 
twirling and the finish is similar to 
usual acro turn bowoffs. All five 


kins’ own horn and four- rhythm, the 


strictly in a Harlem groove, It's 
output is confined to jump rhythm. 





MICHIGAN, DETROIT 








Detroit, May 31. 


Orrin Tucker Orch with Bonnie spin, flip, etc., at high speed. Baton 
Baker, the Stapletons (2), Les handler does a series of full flips 
Ghezzis, Phil Brestof’s Pit Orch; that’s unusual and difficult. Act got 


‘Flight Angels’ (WB). solid returns here. 


Miller Bros and Lois are held off 








With the oun fr skippin ’ ; : 
school in apieus Rave Tittle oan and after Hawkins’ stint. Their terp 
about where this troupe, headed by Stuff is also clicky. Vivienne Vigal 
its baby-voiced songstress, Bonnie is a hefty singer who works in sev- 
Baker, aimed its appeal. Withal the eral spots with the line. Her sing- 
jitterbug allure, Tucker’s orchestra, |ing. if it can be called that, 1s 
easy and not too forceful, is cog- | atrocious, particularly on a chorus 
nizant of comedy values, and sens- | 0 two of ‘Moanin Low’ during a skit 
ing some of the trimmings that made | that turns out to be a meaningless 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians a top | blackout. Line work is average this 


lure, has a quality that ingratiates | Semester but costuming a_ bit 
with adult audience : | brighter. p 
ees Sandy Burns. George Wiltshire | 


With five shows daily and a sixth | 7s i 
: 'and Vivian Harris take a couple of 
(1) on Saturday, the outfit shows a whacks at laugh pieces, each short 


vitality that’s remarkable. Arriving and effective enough for what is 


in town at 10:30 a.m. from a Mil- ins = 

; j : ; /nteded. Duke Jenkins works in the 
or cage gens ge alien” in hour | comedy skits, too, and does a neat 
flowing show. ipaerbeawand: codiumendviae- — 


Starting casually from a_ novelty are 


number, then doing a slow ‘Singing EARLE, WASH. 





Hills,” the band focuses attention 
rapidly on personalities by kidding | 
Tucker in a band-leader number and 
brings him into a sax rendition of ‘If 
I Had My Way.’ This has the school 
skippers whistling. Other band spe- 
cialties toe the mark. 

The Stapletons show a nice sense 
of timing in their hoofology. The. : 
Ghezzis, standard acros, go over! House hits something of a new 
gg BP cag ins cin ih | high for the season in informality 
war A Galt me oe of Working in ‘and all-over-the-place stunts this 
front of the mike, band’s biggest lure; Week. Roxyette Eileen Ritter re- 
gets a socko reception with her peats her community sing gag of last 
: i ais . Bal ! week, ‘Sing a Song With Mike’; she 
pening above average. alcony, ; : a 
Pee: : bi ~. | wanders up and down orch aisle, 
rarely used, was half full, and extra | Picking soloists from audience while 


shows indicate the pull. |} usher does same in balcony and Don 





Washington, June 1. 
Four Sidneys, Jimmy and Mil- 
dred Mulcahy, Ginger Harmon, 
| Zoska, Don Rice, Gae Foster Girls 
| (16); ‘Flight Angels’ (WB). 








Pool. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Rice, who emcees, has_ stooges 
planted everywhere. 
Miss Ritter, cute blonde who 


capitalizes neatly on the customers’ 
wisecracks, spotted three good war- 
blers at show caught and had at 
least half the house yowling ‘Good 
Old Summertime,’ ‘Old Apple Tree,’ 
‘Old Cowhand’ and ‘Hail, 
Eight linegals in orange crepe sport 
dresses tear off a brief tap and do 
multple introduction for Rice. Guy’s 
gag of taking off his shoe to gas band 
into qutting is riotous to half the 
folks, as usual, and disgusting to 
jother half. Billiard chalk let down 
on wire to fix his slipping cane, how- 





Chicago, June 1. 
Connie Boswell, 5 Herzogs, Fred 
Sanborn (2), Nirska, Dorothy Hild 
Ballet (16), Adrian House Orch; 
‘Lilian Russell’ (20th). 











Connie Boswell is always a treat 
for Chicago and her appearances 
never fail to evoke a mob around the | 
stagedoor, plenty of action at the 
boxoffice and unquestioned response | 
in ‘the audience. 

Miss Boswell has a fine sense of 
rhythm, phrasing and highly listen- 
eg Ege + oaagoedl gad want her _ Four Sidneys, three gals and man 

¢ ™ ent. |in white, duderanch get-ups and set 

Another high-scoring turn is the. off by eight linegals in red leotards, 
trapeze act of the Five Herzog girls. follow to sock with trick bicycle rid- 
Splendid novelty for any show, ing, two and three high, three girls 
femmes come up with a great array trumpeting while riding 10-foot uni- 
of perch acrobatics. Especially sock-! cycles and flash finish with three 
eroo is the acrobatic work of afemme gals climbing palm tree affixed to 
plant from the audience. Girl really | circling bike. Rice returns for gags 
has some sensational stunts to offer. with panhandling stooge and scores 
Why she has to make her entrance , in hilarious, sharpshooting burlesque 
from the audience is a question, how- | with Miss Ritter in cowgirl costume. 
ever, though it works out all rightas| Rice loses pants in blackout and 
entertainment, Miss Ritter then presents Jimmy and 

Fred Sanborn had better — start | Mildred Mulcahy. Fellow in tails 


thinking up some new twists and | and girl in white lace look young, 
| wholesome and act that way, leav- 


gags to his hoke xylophone routine | | A , 

because a good deal of it is wearing !"8, the harmonica tooting and 
thin. The laughs aren’t as sure as, Varied spotlights to provide the pro- 
they have been, though the turn is fessionalism. Working two different 
basically okay. jmikes on ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ gives 


and he finishes his parking meter 
, patter, plus stooge interruptions, to 
solid response. 


See eee : 'it a nice visual splash. Gal holds 
b ram Ne final production num- ‘em through straight blowing of 
oF er unusual serpentine | ‘Wocdpecker Song’ and they finish 
dance act. Effective turn that fits 5 


: é with ‘Carnival in Venice,’ girl call- 

pea Le rg a routines. Dor- | ing attention to parts where man 

ty Fild ballet is here for two PrO- | takes the ‘double’ and ‘triple’ tongu- 
duction numbers at front and close, 


: : jing. Th : 3 : 
and comes through in good fashion. , wetide —_ aa and Rice 


Lou Adrian house orchestra works! Rice follows to drill line with 
outstandingly, as usual, for the show. | baton, getting his laughs in the 
Business fine at second show Sat- ‘Stop and Co Number’ by halting 
urday (1), when caught. Gold. ‘em at the top of leaps, ete, and 


bones, four trumpets including Haw- | 


outfit gives out in fine style though | 


till late, coming in near the finale , 


Hail.’ 


ever, sets him right with all hands, | 


‘girls getting in bits of everything 
‘including clog, tango, ballet, kicks 
and control hoofing. 
Harmon takes stage alone to sell ‘Do 
1?’, a parody on ‘Prisoner's Song,’ and 


encores with ‘Ol Man Mose.’ putting , 
‘plenty of jitterbug into both the vo- | 


calizing and the gestures to register 
soundly, 
| Rice's specialty is next, including 
‘dead ducks, a dummy flung into the 
audience, the non-stop wife on the 
phone, the watery phone call from 
‘Spitalny’ and the imitation of Hep- 
burn in ‘Spitfire’—~all corny and 
surefire. Zoska, brunet in white fur- 
| trimmed short skirt, gets a hand on 
her Russian squat dancing and the 
!line closes show with sock precision 
| tap, swinging ‘Hungarian Rhapsody’ 
in peasant garb. 

Biz good at show caught. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Craig. 


Kansas City, June 1. 
| Ade Duval & Co., Jimmy Byrnes, 
Novak & Fay, Betty Black, Lester 





| Harding, House Line, Herb Six 
‘House Orch; ‘La Conga Nights’ 
; (U). 

|; Stage show is a return to the 


established policy of three standard 
‘acts combined with the house line, 
band and m.c. A _ new girl singer 
‘and dancer is a part of the person- 
| nel for this one and has a possibility 
of staying over. In the usual 45 
minutes, show is clean, fast and of 
average calibre. 

Mood is set by the Ade Duval 

magic routines, and it leads the girls 
to open in a turn built around a! 
| cigaret trick. This also keeps a pace | 
|; with the title, ‘Miracles of 1940,’. 
which Lester Harding follows in his 
mic.ing. He has Jimmy Byrnes as | 
the first standard act: latter does 
comedy tap interpretations to good 
| response. 
Specialty singing is turned over to 
Betty Black, working out on ‘Wood- | 
‘pecker Song’ and then terping in! 
ifront of the line in a Spanish 
castanet version of ‘Say Si Si.’ Gal 
has looks and dancing is par, but 
; voice can stand some rounding out. 
| Novak and Fay, in their knockabout 
| acrobatics, receive big response. 

Harding obliges with a _ ringing 
; medley of ‘Rose Marie’ vocals and 





{closes his personal bit strongly on 
| ‘Song of Mounties.” From there on 
| show is turned over to Duval and 
two assistants. Heavy play is on 
| silk handkerchiefs and provides a 
good flash, while his trick of smok- 
|ing without any form of visible to- 
' . ° 
ibacco has the customers quizzical. 
|Duval’s chatter heightens his work 
| considerably. 


| After that it’s left to the linegirls 


to close and they again have a take- 


| Off on a Duval trick, combining a 
modern routine and a conga with 
' silk kerchiefs. 

This return to the established 
| policy of producing show locally is 
ishort lived as Art Kassel comes in 
as a complete stage show on Friday 
(7), being third ‘name’ band in a 
month to make this stand. Quin. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, June 1. 
Bob Crosby Orch (15) with Doris 
Day; Paul Remos and Co. (3), Sin- 
clair Sisters (2); ‘Irene’ (RKO). 





With such musicians as Gil Rodin, 
| Jesse Stacey, Ray Bauduc, Muggsy 
| Spanier, Bob Haggert and Eddie 
| Miller, the Bob Crosby orchestra 
comes through with that foundation 
| of solid quality that makes even 
| non-swing fans realize the fine stuff | 
| of which this band is made. Crew 
| is here after a long Stay in the 
| Blackhawk cafe down the street, and 
| business is plenty high. 
' For entertainment it’s the Crosby 
| band all the way, with the two sup- 
porting acts proving of little value. 
Particularly enhancing the unit are 
specialties by band groups such as 
the All-American Four and _ the 
eight-piece Bobcats. 

While content for the most part to 
swing standard pops, the Crosby 
groups have some particularly dis- 
tinctive instrumental material. This 
takes in such numbers as the ‘Boogie 
Woogie Maxixe,’ ‘Big Noise from 


Winetka,’ ‘March of the Bobcats,’ 
etc. Audience couldn’t get enough 


of ‘em and kept insisting for more. 

Doris Day is the new vocalist with 
the orchestra and scores resound- 
ingly. She’s a cinch on appearance. 

Two outside acts are Sinclair 
Sisters and Paul Remos and his mid- 
gets. Sinclairs are a twosome who 
fail to impress with their dancing 
and acrobatics. Lack distinction and 
do plenty of stalling before tossing | 
off a flip-over or a handstand. Remos 
turn, which was bright and new a 
couple of years ago, is beginning to 
slow again, with the midget novelty 
wearing thin once more. Toy Boys, 
as they are billed, do some back- 
bends while Remos holds ’em aloft 
and finish on a perch with some 
corny xylophone playing. 

But with the Crosby band on the 
rostrum, the show has little to worry 
about, for it's more than enough for 
the price of admission. 

Business capacity at the last show 
Friday (31), 

Gold. 


Brunet Ginger ! 


STANLEY, PITT _ 





Pittsburgh, May 31. 

‘Funzafire’ with Benny Mero 
band (12), Ken and Roy Paige 
Wynn Twins, Dolly Bell, 4 Bustor 
Browns, Buddy Green, Al Spiry 
Betty Atkinson, Gregory and Ray- 
mond with Cheri, Daughters of 
Satan (8); ‘Irene’ (RKO). 





Maybe they have something here. 
WB deluxer has been going along foc 
several weeks with name acts and 
top-flight bands and playing to halt- 
empty houses, and in comes ‘Funza- 
fire,” without a single marquee pullin 
the layout, and stands ’em in the 
aisles. At opening show, the ropes 
were up at the break, first time this 
has been necessary here in months, 
and house was so full even the 
stooges couldn’t find seats. 

Exploitation did it, exploitation and 
the constant suggestions in advertis- 
ing that unit has a lot in common 
with the Olsen and Johnson click. 
For a week now, Stanley has had 
screwballs in the lobby and Parading 
around the town; trailers have been 
telling prospective customers that 
‘you'll be part of the show’ and 
gags have been piling up Tight and 
left to grab lot of columnar atten- 
tion. First time anything like this 
has ever hit burg, and while it's 
strictly a one-shot venture, WB spot 
is cashing in plenty. 

Basically, ‘Funzafire’ is just aver- 
age vaude, stunted up sufficiently to 
look lot better than it really is. Of 
course, the Benny Meroff outfit has 
been standard for some time and it’s 
still a showmanly' unit, with 
maestro spark-plugging on both 
ends, stage and auditorium, and in- 
jecting his clicko one-man show 
specialty midway in the proceedings, 
As a matter of fact, his stuff gains a 
lot via its current presentation. 
what with the various interruptions 
grabbing a lot of laughs while still 
retaining its flashy aspects. 

Otherwise, talent is merely so-so, 
but there’s no denying that it has 
been smartly spread out to insure 
the best results. Half of ‘Funzafire’ 
takes place in the pews, where the 
unit generally clicks best. Gags for 
the most part are oldies but they 
come so thick and fast that their 
vintage is unimportant, at least from 
a customer viewpoint, if one can 
judge by the reaction at the getaway 
performance. 

Acts on the whole haven't much to 
offer, except what they contribute as 
pew-plants and aisle stooges, and oc- 
casionally work much too hard in an 
effort to treble their mad capacity. 
Best of the supporting turns are 
Ken and Roy Paige, a couple of 
knockabout acrobatic comics, and 
Dolly Bell, blonde gal who steps out 
of the chorus for some sock high- 
kicking. Paiges, however, grow 
pretty repetitious and could wisely 
scissor and get into their high-spots 
more quickly without so much pre- 
liminary cuteness. 

Wynn Twins, one a heavyweight 
and other a midget, are deadwood 
on stage but earn their keep in the 
audience, while trio of Gregory and 


Raymond with Cheri, substitution 
this week for O’Connor Family, 
don’t fit into this type of unit. 


Turn's a pretty geod musical novel- 
ty, getting tunes out of air pumps, 
balloons, an electric box, etc., but it 
slows down ‘Funzafire’s furious, 
pace. Line of eight is lively enough. 
without going in for anything be- 
vond the ordinary in ensemble hoof- 
ing. but four of them step out early 
in the show as the Buster Browns to 
deliver a sock session of fast tum- 
bling. But good, bad, new, old in- 
ept or indifferent, everying made 


' good with this afternoon’s crowd, 


and this town’s supposed to be cele- 
brated for its coldness. ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ should be a pushover when it 
finally gets around. Cohen. 





Radio Previews 


Continued from page 1 








present a preview of a new WGAR 
program. Ushers will pass out cards 
for your reaction. Please fill these 
out and return to ushers at the con- 
clusion of the program.’ 

Stage will then be transformed for 
regular studio scene with talent, an- 
nouncers, engineers, who will adjust 
set-up to fit house P. A. system, and 
production man on hand. Scheduled 


| for first preview are Gay Cabelleros. 


a hill billy band. Station plans. to 
condense into 12-15 minute periods. 
shows which will later run = 30 
minutes on air. 

All sneak previews will be on new 
shows with eye for visual appeal 
in talent. Other nabes set for early 
shows are Windamere, Shore au/ 
Garden. 

Disk Plugs Air 
Regina, Sask... June 4. 

Plugging its air show ‘The Lone 
Ranger,’ CKCK plays a transcription 
from the control room of the Rex 
theatre just before the screening of 
each chapter of the ‘Ranger’ film 


| serial, reminding the kids te be sure 
|! and tune in. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 





STATE, N. Y. 


Bob Hope, Brenda & Cobina, 
Jerry Colonna, Dolores Reade, Bill 
Goodwin, Trixie, Ruby Zwerling’s 
House Orch; ‘Broadway Melody of 
1940’ (M-G). 





Bob Hope’s terrific business here 
is a clear-cut example of the power 
of radio—and Hope salaams low in 
that direction. He's playing this 
house at $12,500 for his package 
show, plus a 50-50 split of the gross 
over $42,000. The week before last 
he walked out of Balaban & Katz's 
Chicago with $20,097 on a similar 
arrangement, which certainly called 
for love and kisses to the air waves. 

This is more coin than he possibly 
ever dreamed of making in single 
weeks. Radio and pictures made it 
possible, but he’s making the big 
coin in vaudeville houses. Which 
makes his attitude that he’s slum- 
ming in vaudeville all the more in- 
congruous, especially in view of the 
fact that radio and pictures probably 
wouldn’t tolerate such an incomplete 
performance as this 40-minute show. 

Hope acknowledges his start in 
vaudeville, and one of his first 


ags is: 

’ i went back to mv old vaudeville 
hotel, where the maid comes in and 
changes the rat every day.’ 

Later, when Bill Goodwin, radio 
announcer, staggers across the stage 
in the role of a drunken bellhop in 
the hotel skit, Hope remarks: 

‘That’s my RKO agent. I have to 
take care of him.’ And at the finale, 
Hope sings ‘Thanks for the Memories 
of good old vaudeville.’ 

This is not the same show that 
played in Chicago, with the excep- 
tion of Goodwin, Jerry Colonna, 
Brenda and Cobina, and Dolores 
Reade (Mrs. Hope). and it doesn’t 
look as good on paper. In Chi, Hope 
also had Georgie Tapps and the 
Four Comets. Here, the only added 
act is Trixie, the femme juggler. 
Gomez and Minox, ballroom team, 
were also in the show, but were 
pulled out after the opening per- 
formance so that the running time 
could be condensed within 40 min- 
utes to permit six and seven shows 
(Saturday) daily. 

Hope is on the stage in between 
and with almost every act, but his 
material is distinctly below his high 
radio average. Another disappoint- 
ment is the Brenda and Cobina ses- 
sion, the two radio stooges not being 
very funny on the boards. They are 
dressed and made up to look as 
homely as possible, something of a 
modern takeoff on the Cherry Sis- 
ters, but once past the opening 
funny sight impression, their laugh 
score is mild. They also evidence 
the power of radio, the audience 
reception on their entrance being 
very big; not so, however, on their 
bow-off. The hokeyly moustached 
Jerry Colonna sings a couple of 
songs in fair comedy fashion and the 
good-looking Miss Reade displays 
a mild singing voice with ‘Imagina- 
tion’ ‘4nd ‘I'm Too Romantic,’ the 
latter hoked up by Hope. 

Major comedy try is the hotel skit, 
an old burlesque and vaude bit, in- 
volving Hope, Colonna and Goodwin. 
Friday night (31), however, there 
appeared to be a private gag be- 
tween Hope and the musicians, with 
the result that most of the laughs 
were in back instead of in front of 
the footlights. Outside of this inter- 
lude, everything was _ rushed, in- 
cluding Trixie, who does a nice job 
with plates and rubber balls in her 
abbreviated session. She's also got 
a bit in the current ‘Broadway 
Melody’ (M-G) film. 

Buddy Ebsen was called up from 
the audience bv Hope at this show 
and sang a hillbilly number, also 
getting in a plug for his coming date 
at the opposition Paramount across 
the street. He apologized to Hope 
for holding uv the show and thereby 
possibly hurting ‘the percentage.’ 

The house was jammed even at 
the 11 p.m. break. with another stage 
show scheduled for 11:15. Scho. 


ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 


St. Louis, May 30. 
Lou Holtz, Ethel Shutta, Betty 
Hutton, Freddie Beckman, Bobby 
May, Stump and Stumpy, Ben Feld 
Orch (18); ‘Tear-Gas Squad’ 
and ‘Curtain Call’ (WB). 








ebony hued hoofers who know all : 
the answers in acro-tap. They also 
indulge in some zaney stuff by con- | 
torting their faces and bodies. One 
scores solidly with his interpreta- , 
tion of Donald Duck singing ‘Oh, | 
Johnny.’ 
Back again comes Holtz, swinging | 
his cane, for more stories as Ethel | 
Shutta, as pert as ever, warbles four | 
numbers. ‘The Lady’s in Love,’ the 
last, is her biggest click. Next is | 
Bobby May, juggler, who winds up a | 
nice routine with a neat headstand | 
on a table while bouncing tennis | 
balls on a drum head to the rhythm 


of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ | 
Betty Hutton, bombastic blonde | 
looker, indulges in a _ roughhouse | 


setto with Holtz that keeps the mob | 
in an uproars Gal also joins Holtz | 
in a parody on ‘Oh, Johnny’ after 
soloing ‘Who Stole the Jam.’ She | 
was the smasheroo in Broadway's | 
recent ‘Strawhat Revue.’ 

Holtz warbling ‘Didn't Know 
Time’ precedes an ‘O Sole Mio’ ses- | 
sion with Miss Shutta and Miss Hut- | 
ton to close layout. Customers, 
long denied this calibre of entertain- | 
ment in this burg, dished out plenty | 
of approval. | 

Biz good considering length of | 
time Holtz has been in these en- | 
virons, Sahu. | 


EMBASSY, N. Y. | 


(NEWSREELS) 





{ 


Horror scenes in the lowland coun- 
tries, resulting from Nazi air bomb- 
ings, and fresh, vivid shots of ac- 
tivity in northern France, dominate 
new films here. Program is so mar- | 
tial that the few comedy sequences, 
out of sheer humor starvation, grab 
heavy laughs. Three shorts have 
been added to lighten the menu. 
March of Time’s ‘Philippines’ deals 
effectively with the present-day 
problem in the Pacific in the light of 
new developments. 

Surrender of the Belgian army) 
is given interesting library treat- 
ment by Universal, though the shots 
are all old. Belgian clips brought 
some. mild boos at this catching. 
Paramount leads off the bill with 
clips of a Narvik sea battle, stress- 
ing rescue of sailors from Polish 
boat sunk. 

Top eoverage of fierce struggle in 
northern France and Belgium is sup- 
plied by Par, which offers it as a 
film indictment of Nazi bombing of 
isolated spots and hospitals (Par ad- 
mits all its material passed the 
French censors), Most gruesome 
episodes include closeups of civilian 
victims and the havoc wrought on 
hospitals (red cross markings even 
remaining after the bombing), in- 
cluding interne and nurse victims. 
Camera also shows an isolated farm- 
house that was nearly destroyed by 
bombs. Remarkable clips reveal the 
actual bombardment of a town ‘some- 
where in France.’ It’s the most grip- 
ping material to reach U. S. since 
the start of the war. 

Pathe carries closeups of captured 
German prisoners while Par pur- 
ports to have scenes of parachutists 
captured in Belgium. News of Day 
details England’s elaborate homeland | 
protection setup. Par also shows | 
what is being done to ferret out Fifth | 
Columnists in Canada, and Georgia’s 
plan to register aliens. 

Raymond Gram Swing dissects the | 
future situation in Europe as a result | 
of the 1940 battle in Flanders. He} 
foresees a peace move by the Hit- 








he hinting—at what the terms would | 


ibe. Swing sees Italy’s threat to 


enter the struggle as the new squeeze | 
play to force an early peace—but on 
Nazi terms. He’s inclined to doubt | 
any projected invasion of England | 
for the present, particularly since it| 
would leave the German left flank | 
open to attacks from French. It’s! 
perhaps the most ‘out-on-the-limb’ | 
analysis Swing has offered in weeks. | 

Other items pertaining to the pres- | 
ent European struggle include Sena- | 





| icti ffect of Jap- | 
oe a Sane Se So St SOP: | trality, which it Gees iu the presed- 


(RKO) | reel neatly handles the eastern golf 
| 


tor Pepper’s plea for help to the Al- | 


|lies (Par), Herbert Hoover’s impar- | 
| tial summation of the need for U‘S. 
| national defense (News of Day), war | 
| games in the south (U), and manu- | 
| facture of plastic wings to speed air- | 
{plane manufacture in this country 


(Par). Another 1940 war is recalled 


anese bombings on Chungking. Same 


tourney and a Jersey archery meet. 


| News of Day adds zest to the sports| 


An almost one-man show at the | lineup, showing N. Y. youngsters in 


Chase Club, west end nitery, 
several weeks and a nightly guester 
on a local radio program’ spon- 
sored by a suds concoctor for 30 
days, Lou Holtz continues to please 
at the 4,000 seater St. Louis, where 
he heads a well balanced six-unit 
stage show he recruited. Opening 
Decoration Day (30), Holtz ef- 
fervesces all over the place and 
keeps the palm pounders in action 
with his songs and dialect stories 
which are toned down for the family 
trade. 

With Ben Feld snared from 
KMOX to head the local tooters, the 
65-minute shindig gets under way 
with the band playing ‘Beer Barrel 
Polka’ and ‘Great Day.’ Holtz, then 
making initial bow in show, reels off 
a couple of yarns as an introduction 
for Freddie Beckman, a native war- 
bler ‘discovered’ by the comedian. 
Beckman does ‘How High _ the 
Moon’ acceptably. With a parody on 
‘Wishing’ and some more stories, 
Holtz brings on Stump and Stumpy, 


for | street prizefights staged under police 


| auspices. 

For comedy relief, Lew Lehr does 
first rate with two subjects, one on | 
| weight-lifters being in his best vein. 
| Universal’s hunt for baby antelopes | 
also gets chuckles. Wear. 


AGVA Row Balks Agent 
Group in Signing Booker 


Chicago, June 4. 

Barnes & Carruthers fair booking 
|agency has filed application for 
‘membership in the Entertainment 
| Managers Association of Chicago, 
‘but EMA is understood holding up 
‘action on the B. & C. application due 
to the present disagreement between 
|B. & C. and the outdoors division of 
‘the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists. 

Latter has 
EMA, 








an agreement with 


| Platform of letters is about eight feet 


} vescent audience of nearly 1,000 was 


| himself, both as m.c. and intermit- 


| cigaret manipulations, goldfish and 
| table tennis ball illusions, etc. 
| vert is onstage practically through- | 


la little blue. 
|ler cohorts, hinting—and when isn’t | 





New Act 


MILLER BROS. & LOIS 
Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Apolo, N. Y¥. 

Polished turn that went over with 
plenty to spare here when caught 
(Friday) consists of two of the for- 
mer Miller Bros. trio and a girl, 
Lois Bright, former member of the 
Apollo chorus. Act is in existence 
about eight months and was formed 
after the third Miller brother be- 
came ill. 

Colored trio tees off with a smooth 
“and effortless unison routine. Taps 
are clear and sharp, as they are in 
all of the work. One boy and the 
girl follow with an equally con- 











|vinecing set of steps atop letters 
spelling out the name Miller, skip-, 


ping from one letter to the next. 


long and one or two high, tops of 
each being solid, forming small tap 
surfaces, 

Turn then evolves into challenge 
work on an additional platform atop 
the letters and follows with another 
setup calling for challenge work on a 
narrow board. Fast backward turns 
of one appear dangerous. 

_Calibre of dancing and novel rou- 
tining make the turn suitable most 
anywhere, Wood. 





Unit Review 


EGYPTIAN FOLLIES 


(STATE, ANDERSON, IND.) 











Anderson, Ind., May 29. 
Elbern Calvert, Florence Bogar, 
Milt Hurst, Lester Lake, Allen, Jean 
& Jack, Linda Preston, Curtis & 
LeRoy. 





This surprising show, combining 
elements of the best and worst in 
unit presentations, played a highly 
unusual date here Tuesday (28), 
when Elbern Calvert’s ‘Egyptian 
Follies’ dropped off for a single mid- 
night show before converging upon 
a week's date in Indianapolis. Shows 
of this calibre play’':g here are as 
rare as surviving poppies in Flanders 
Field, and, as a result, an effer- 


on hand to promise nearly surefire 
support. Business about two-thirds 
capacity. Thanks to adept exploita- 
tion, a line half-block long sought 


tickets before the curtain. Re- 
sultant audience was composed 


largely of juveniles. 
Predominant throughout is Calvert 


tent magico. His stuff includes 


Vauders Quizzical 


Over Proposed 


NVA ‘Silver Jubilee’ Drive for Coin 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, June 4. 

Seymour Grill and Martha Rogaw, 
| Rogersites, got leave-of-absence and 
| are New York bound for vacations. 

Out of approximately 76 ozoners in 
the Actors Colony, four were al- 
| lowed to join the Memorial Day pa- 
| rade, with only two finishing the 
walk. 





Albert Barlow, who did a dog act 
in vaudeville, recently got a few 
‘dates from Jack Adams, Montreal 
booker. He went to see his dogs, 
which have been kept in storage for 
quite some time. When he got there, 
four of his dogs didn’t know him and 
the other dog bit him. 

Marie Soutard, general secretary 
of the Will Rogers, voted the most 
| popular on the femme staff. 

Buddy Drew, who mastered the 
routine here three years. ago, 
| checked in and was given another 
| go-to-work okay. He will direct his 
orch in a Tupper Lake, N. Y., nitery. 

Karl Kern was bed-sided and 
mitted by his frau and son, who 
motored in from Fairmount, W. Va. 

Hap Ward, Jr., all agog over the 
okay he received allowing him to 
vacash with his dad ‘(Ward and 
Vokes) and ma, Lucy Daley. 

William Chase, who is showing a 
big improvement, writes a monthly 
column for the Foy Scouts mag. 

Earl Redding out of the infirmary 
to up department. Kitty Horan is 
using her allotted exercise time on 
the san’s” switchboard. Charles 
Howard up for three meals now. 

Jimmy Marshall shot back here to 
open his Camp Lambwash on Rain- 
bow Lake. 

At our local boat-landing there is 
a trained fish that actually eats right 
out of your hand. Bob Ripley please 
note. a 

Helen Arlund is skedded for home 
with an okay report. She is a War- 
ner Bros. connection. 

Chester Mayhew, ex-manager of 
the old Star theatres of Warren and 
West Warren, Mass., got an abso- 
lute okay report and is homeward 
bound to Springfield, Mass. 


Write to those who are i)l. 








Cal- 


out, and when he isn’t, is down | 
among the audience with various | 
antics, some Nn.S.g. 

Milt Hurst is in the pit with an 
electric organ and orchestra (5). 
Prominent among the acts are Curtis 
and LeRoy, nut acros. Pair get good 
response, topping with a pseudo- 
Russian, high-speed dance. Also 
gathering kudos is Lester Lake with 
his marionet, King Kong, Jr. It’s 
solid stuff and a novel click, albeit 
Florence Bogar is on 
as Cleopatra and later for a ‘Rhap- 
sody in Silks,’ utilizing gals in the | 
line (10) for silk-pulling stuff half- | 
way back into the house. 

Also out of the ordinary is a Lady 
Godiva act in which the betressed 
damsel is swung out over the audi- 
ence on a boom, while the house 
darkens and the boys goggle. Also 
around are Allen, Jean and Jack, 
tapsters, and Linda Preston, warbler. 

Inexcusable are two numbers late 
in the show. The first. ‘Hitler’s 
Doom, shows unmistakable U. S. 
truvons throttling the Nazi chief, later 
guillotining him with a buzz-saw. 
The act sinks low when Calvert car- 


015 YEARS AGOe 


(From Variety) 











Arthur Pollack, of the Brooklyn 
Eagle, led Varirery’s drama critics 
boxscore for the 1924-25 season with 
.753. Gilbert Gabriel, Mail-Tele- 
gram, was second with .721. 





Lucien Guitry, greatest of French 
actors and head of the famous 
French theatrical family, died after 
a heart attack in Paris. IJJness 
forced his retirement three weeks 
before his death. He was the father 
of Sacha Guitry. 





Marcus Loew was buying in on 11 
big theatres in France and Egypt. 
The houses were on the Gaumont 


— 


The National Variety Artisis is 
trying to drum up a national cam- 
paign for funds on the basis of a 
‘Silver Jubilee.’ Letters have gone 
out over the signature of Louis Han- 
din, attorney and president of the 
NVA, asking cooperation of w.k.s in 
and out of the show business, stat- 
ing also that the funds will be used 
for administrative as well as charita- 
| ble purposes. 
| Handin admits that it is planned 
| to use upward of 6624% of the funds 
| gained in the drive for administra- 
tive purposes, including new quar- 
ters for the club, now located in 
modest rooms at 223 West 46th 
street in New York. The balance 
would go to the sick and indigent. 

When told that.some persons who 
had received the letters looked 
askance at the idea, Handin admit- 
ted that he had the same qualms. He 
insisted that it was an idea of cer- 
tain directors of the NVA. 

The NVA, since the formation of 
the Will Rogers Memorial Fund and 
conversion of the NVA Saranac San- 
atorium into the Will Rogers Hos- 
pital, has been virtually strictly a 
charitable organization. It has a 
small list of people which receive 
charity in one form or another, but 
the NVA’s annual benefit is usually 
sufficient to take care of them. 

Those of the trade who have been 
approached, and who remember the 
costly operation and waste in the 
former ornate NVA clubhouse on 
West 46th street, now the Sharon 
hotel, are not sympathetic with an 
NVA drive for administrative and 
clubhouse funds. Besides, they feel 
it’s out-of-order since there are other 
actor organizations seeking funds for 
strictly charitable purposes. 


3 N.Y. Niteries and B’way 
Cine Roma Indicted For 
Withholding U.S. Taxes 


The National Casino, Inc., oper- 
ator of the International Casince at 
Broadway and 44th street, and Ches- 
ter H. Canning, its president; the 3 
East 52d St. Corp., operator of the 
Whirling Top, night club at the 
same address, Irene Stephens, presi« 
dent, Cora Stephens, vice-president, 
and Joseph F. Colbert. secretarye- 
treasurer; the Brown wverby Res- 
taurant, 56 West 52d St., and the 
Cine Lux Corp., operator of the Cine 
Roma, Italian picture theatre at 
1681 Broadway, and its president, 
Pietro Garfola, were indicted by a 
Federal grand jury’ yesterday 
(Tues.), for alleged failure to turn 
over amusement taxes collected, and 
for alleged embezzlement of these 
taxes, 

The National Casino and 3 East 
52d St. Corp. are accused of with- 
holding more than $5,000 each, and 
in the case of the Cine Roma the 
amount is over $16,000, the indict- 
ment States. There is no amount 
mentioned in connection with the 











circuit, in the principal cities of ' 
France, with one each in Cairo and | 
Alexandria. 


o— --— | 


Three vauders who had gone legit 





ries the feuhrer’s head through the 
audience. 

The unit's finale, ‘Parade of Na- 
tions.’ an elementary military num- 
be> by the line and walk-on by the 
cast, violates all principles of neu- 


ing number, by booming ‘Over 
There’ as the theme and winding up 
in a welter of flagwaving. It may 
be surefire, but it curdles the blood. 


Mildred Kretlow Killed 
When Horse Falls on Her 


Chicago, June 4. 

Mildred Kretlow, dancing school 
proprietor and owner of several 
chorus girl lines, was killed here 
June 2 when the horse she was 
riding stumbled and fell on her. 

Widower, John Gihon, of the Chi 
Herald-American, survives. Burial 
in Chicago. 











Ray Catizone is recent replace- 
ment for bass player Eddie Sa- 


franski with Wanda and Her 
Escorts at Continental Bar, Pitts- 
burgh. 





Frank Shean three into Cork and 
Boitle, Pittsburgh, for indefinite en- 
gamemeni, replacing Jack Davis. 


musical were back in vaude, at the 
|Broadway Palace. They were! 
| Johnny Dooley, out of ‘Keep Kool’ 
|and the road ‘Follies’; Harry Carroll, | 
| back from the Coast and ‘Pickings’ | 
| (which lasted one performance in 
iL. A.), and Clark and McCullough, | 
lout of the ‘Music Box Revue.’ 
Though there were several] in- 
'stances of successful revivals of old 
| plays, following on the heels of a 
| successful filming, none toed the b.o. 
, mark. ‘Charley's Aunt,’ latest of the 





Syd Chaplin film. 





As a surprise birthdsy gift—he 
iwas 32—Ted Lewis’ wife presented 


— 








Fay Templeton was making her 
first return to the boards since 1908, 
‘being set for two weeks at the New 
, York Palace. The date was to mark 
| 30 years to the dey since she signed 
her first stage contract, with Weber 
and Fields. 





Francis Murphy’s 


| bany unit, engaged for sexvson at 
' Riley's Lake House, Sarutoga 
; Springs. 


| casualties, lacked the spark of the | 


him with a two-page ad in VARIETY, | 





Brown Derby. Arraignment 
take place June 10, according to 
Jesse Moss, assistant U. S. attorney, 
who conducted the investigation. 
Brooklyn grand jury indicted the 
Monard Theatre Corp., operator of 
the Shubert theatre, and Albert I. 
Mackler, president, on charges of 
failure to pay $2,000 in taxes: the 
Sujo Restaurant Holding Corp, 
operator of the B. & B. Nut Club, 
Susie Barbara, president, for failure 
to file tax returns; and Anthony 


| Marano, operator of the Dutch Tav- 


ern, Astoria, for failing to file a re- 
turn, 


Fenster Back in Cleve. 
With New Bali Club 


Cleveland, June 4. 
Martin Fenster, who founded old 








, Red Rooster Club here 10 years ago 
| before he migrated to Hollywood to 


open the Bullets, is back to take an- 
other crack at the downtown nitery 
field. 

Walkout of Stanley Jabin gave 


1 him chance to iease Stanley's Cafe, 


which had been having managerial 
and owner trouble. Redecorating it 


orchestra, Al-|in the Hawaiian motif with palm 


' 


trees and cocoanuts, Fenster ree 
opened it recently and tagged it the 


' Bali Club. 
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K (May 31) 


NEXT WEEK (June 7) 


Numerals in connection with bills below 
show, whether full or spli 


t week 


Variety Bills 


indicate opening day of 








Loew 











Cabaret Bills 








WASHINGTON 
Capitel (7) 
Rhythm Rockets 


NEW VORK CITY 
Sate (6) 
Stuart-Morgan Co 

Irving (Caesar Jerry Lester 
Hofran Dixie Dunbar Co 
‘Borrah Minevitch C! Shvrettos 





Paramount 











CHICAGO 
Chieage (7) 


NOW YORK CY } 
Paramount (5) | 





fHareyvy james Ore : 

Baa Wain Carmen Miranda 
Hatiie McDaniel Stute Lake (7) 
Vilma & B Ebsen . 

Pater Lindy Hayes | Louis Armstrong © 


DETROIT 
Michigan (7) 
Bob Hope Co 


BUErFALO 
Bufele (3) 
Major Bowes Co 








Warner 











NEW YORK CITY | Wynne 2 

Strand (7) Buday Green 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore! 4 Buster Browns 
3 Berry Bros Dolly Bell 
Maxie Rosenbloom Betty Atkinson 

(31) Gregory & Raymond 

Sammv Kaye Ore WASHINGTON 
3 Diamond Bros Karle (7) 


Lynn, Royce & V 
H’wood Canines 


Walton & O'Rourke 
Rita & Fd Oehman 


Mevmo Holt Vic Hyde 
PITTSBURGH 16 Gae Foster Cls 
Stanley (7) Cardini 
Sammy Kaye Ore (31) 
Noochalants | 4 Sidneys 
32 Debs | J & M Mulcay 
(31) Don Rice 


16 Gae Foster Gis 
Ginger Harmon 
Zoska 





Meroff Orc 
toy Page 


Benny 
Ken & 

















WEEK JUNE 7th | 


EARLE THEATRE 
WASHINGTON, D. &. 


LYNN, ROYCE AND VANYA 
VIC HYDE | 
MARK J. LEDDY 








Via: 


























NEW YORK CITY 


| Armando's 
| Frank 
| Pedrito 
| Adelaide 


Ore 
Moffert 


Barney Gallant's 
Ann Palmer 
irene Barclay 
Nelle Paley 
Carlier & Bowle 

| Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
| Loretta Lane 
| Mreda Sullivan 
| Billy Cascade 
& Farrar 
Beachcomber 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
| Chavez Ore 
| Jacek Cole Dane 
j Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Stricklang 
Gus Wicke 
Ethe! Gilbert 
Billy tarraine 
Fred Bishop 
| Spike Hearvison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Craver 
| Chateau Moderne 
| Trent Patterson 
| Mile Jaqueline 
| Toni Wood 
| Dorothy Yanner 
i 
| 
} 
| 
! 


' 
Kiussell 


Internationals 
Gabriel 
Clab Caravan 
Joe Collins Ore 
Arthur Barnett 
tita Renaud 
Ruth Wintor 
| Chiquita Venezia 
Club Gauche 
; Don Miguel Ore 
| Marie del Carmen 
| Nedra Madera 
| Jacqueline 
Cotton Club 
; Andy Kirk Ore 
| Monchito Ore 
| Buck & BubtiTes 


| 


Tip, Tap & Toe 
June Richmond 
Vie Terell 

Allen Drew 
| Tommy Wilson 
| Edna Holley 


Sister Tharpe 
Cuban Casino 
Consuelo Morene 
T.os Ojedas 
Dolores Laurell 
Don Casanova 


| 


Diamond Horseshoe 


| d d t : | Noble Sissle Ore 
n epen en ' Pon MeGrane Orc 
Blanche Ring 
Gilda Gray 
| Eddie T.eonard 
NEW YORK CITY | Henny Youngman | Julian Eltinge 
Murie Hall (6) | Trixie Pat Rooney 
Georgian Graves ; 4 Franks } Harland Dixon 
Walter Cassel | (One to fill) | Prof Lamberti 
Helen Leitch HARTFORD | Wini Shaw 
William Horne State (8-9) | Lane Bros 
Rowkettes “ Horton Spurr 
Corps de Ballet | Clyde Met = Ore | Dave Mallen 
Erno Napee Syimph | righ aid oe El Chice 
ime ed | . Hugo Mariani Ore 
Tommy Wonder OCEAN GROVE Leer del Sol 
Edward Poecker Strand (6-38) | Belin Fest “ae 
Nadine Gae Polly Jenkins ('o ~ebate re ‘Vaiews 
Gaudsmith Bros PHILADELPHIA | Carlos Saluvay 
Ban Yosi Co Carman (6-12) 
BALTIMORE | anarini Bros El Moracee 
Hippodrome (7) | «sit & B Maison Dick Gasparre Ore 
3 Olympics | Val Sets | De Marcor 
Radio Aces { Ross & Stone | Lois Elhiman 
Brantley & Linda | Helen Reynolds Co Famous Door 
Harriet Hoctor | : | ‘ 
Arnaut Bros PITMAN Teddy Powell Ore 
Christianis | Broadway (8 enly) | Frances Faye 
CAMDEN Clifford & Kent Quintones 


| Mae Wynn 4 


Vowers (7-9) (2 to fll) 


Dick & Dottie Remy | 








Mandella Or 


1 Palomo 


Sam Ray 
Vera Sanoft 
Hotel Edison 
Gray Gerdon Ore 
Hotel Pssex House 
Bob thesrier Ore 
Dolores O'Neill 
Al Stuart 
Jack Kerr 
Hotel Lexington 
Lani Melntire Oreh 
Hoveluiu Ma:ds 
Notel Liacetna 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Hotel MeAlpin 


TI Messner Ore 
Jeanne D A: y 


Hotel New Yorker 


larry Clinton Ore 
Belita 
Alfred Trenkler 


Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Roberts & Fariey 
Ross Maclean 
Motel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Greve) 
Del Courtney Ore 
Mara & Marilynne 
Helene Standish 
‘Seat’ Powell 
(harley Bourne 


, 3 Ross Sis 


' Hal 


| Glen Island Casino 
| «New Rochelle, NY) 














Biaine Arden | WILLOW ge Bobby Byrne Ore 
Vox & Denning | Willow Greve ) id Pa 
Tew Parker Co | Andrini Bros sais oO illage 
6 Hoffiuans Git & Bernie Maison ; ‘ 
CHICAGO | Val Setz Diana Del Rio 
Oriental (7) Helen Reynolds Co | Ruth Kidd 
Sophie Tucker (One to fill) } Marvy Jane Brown 
| linda March 
Frank Mecormick 
Sylvia Barry 
London Havana-Madrid 
O De La Rosa Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Alberto Torres 
l.iia Mova 
Week of June 3 eae bine 
Luis Riios 
Dominion { HOLLOW AY Hickory House 
Athert Sandler | Gaumont 
Maginac ‘3 | Beryl Orde Joe Marsala Ore 
Sutherland Felce , Los Valentos® Hotel Ambasseder 
CAMDEN TOWN ww ietaweret (Trianon Room) 
Gcaumont | Blue Hall Larry Sirv Ore 
Fetty Bucknetle | Peter Bernard Vineent Brasale Or 
Avant Bros Katchinski & K | Rugalean & Seville 
eh | > OESAVEBanA ye ne ee 
ean; pets | tty ( id Jorse “c 
CGaumont | Gaumont Tommy Dorsey On 














Tella Deane i Les Trois Maias i Pty beige apaae ure 
Les Volzag | Beadle & Dare tating “say i 
 Senive eee | at 
' H'tel Belmont-Ptaza 
‘, o tobinson Twins 
tirace Drvslale 
rovInc 3 Musicaloons 
Hotel Belvedere 
Roa Perry Ore 
| Hotel Bilton 
3 red 
Week of June F ait aime 
EDINBURGH =; 12 Loretta Gis | = gay: Ma 
Jack ee Saenaw | Blue Drake 
3eN AP « . | ye Hy 
Sond mene Pavilion | Phylli« Jeanne 
= Johnny Cook 
Bole © Alf Pearson Tommy Morgan | Pat pil 
; Paul ilion 
FRebert Wilson Tommy Yorke [Ford Harrison 
Maids Diekson McDonald & M'rice | Artini & Conseele 
Helen G Campbell | Kenyon & Fewings : 
Elsie Percival 10 Morganettes j Hatel Bossert 
Bertha” Ricardo Stella Peters i, , (Brooklyn) 
Ticety Hultetc Olga Hoffman | Rddie faue Ure 
Jay Morelle Troy Sis & S Wilson Hatel Brevoort 


Henderson 2 & D /|4 Sm'‘th Bros 


Gee Livyd 


‘ 


, Fausto 


Hotel Peansylvania 
Jimmy Dorsey wore 
Helen OVonnell 
Bob Eberle 

Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Hotel Savey-Plaza 
Minile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 
Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Zinn Arthur Ore 
Tommy Taylor 
Hotel St. Morits 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Marcella Hendricks 
Emile Boreo 


(Giouzalo & Christine 


Margaret Scott 
Hotel St Kegis 
Saunders Ore 
Waldos'no Rhumba 
Mary Parker 
Rilly Daniel: 


' Carolyn Cromly 


Kay Snell 
Elizabeth Dow 
Rita Lupino 
Virginia Dolf 
Barbara Woods 
Hotel Taft 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Navier Cugat Ore 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Georges & Jalna 
Hurricane 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Armando Castro Or 


Mary Jane Walsh 
Remo Vincent 
Pancho & Dolores 
Alma Ross 


Ia Conga 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Eliseo tirenet Ore 
Ciro Rimac 
Juanita Juarez 
Geo Negrete 
Rosita Rios 
Chiquita Maria 
Aida Alvarez 
‘Charlie Boy’ 

la Marquise 
William Palermo O 
Muriel Weleh 
Chris Curtis 
Frances Connolly 
Jeanne Jordan 

}.a Martinique 
Val Olman Ore 
Curbelile Or 
Mee'oll 
King 


Lesier 


James 
‘arol 
Jerry 
Yvette 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph sniith Ore 
le Coq Rouge 
N 1} 
Don Mart 
Tiseaie y 
Carine 


tas mond Ore 
on Ore 


Le Ruban Blew 


& Mirko 
Laurence 
St Clair 
Morley & Gearheart 
Feon & Ealdie's 
Eddie Davis 
lou Alartin Ore 
Drigo Ore 
l.uiba Matina 
Renee l.aMarr 
Jerry Vanee 
Joel & Annett 
Monte Carlo 


Rasha 
Paula 
Ssivie 


2 
v 


Ted Straeter Ore 
Ray Morton Ore 
Pr & G} Hartman 
Cbristina Lind 


Piace Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bili Farrell 
Vincent de Costa 
Art: Tubertini 
Tino Donelii 

Queen Mary 
Toe Ellis Ore 
Kay Parsons 
Carol Dennixon 
Copsuclo 


V Mc Naughtog 


Juanita Miller 


Basterbirek & b arrar 


Rainbow Grill 
Barry Winton Ore 


Marilynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 
Cutler Ore 
’rospero 
verly Whitney 
Lysbeth Hughes 


gen 
Mritz 


te 


bMernandez & Montes 


Rosini 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, NJ.) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Valdez Ore 
; Rave & Natdl 
' Danny Kaye 
Taroara 


Paul 


Ore 


Ames & Arno 
Stork Club 

Ernie Holst Ore 

} Ann Niess 

| Versailles 

M Bergere Ore 

j 

! 

| 





Panchito Ore 


Tons Martin 
Villase Barn 
} Tack Denny Ore 


| Cass Franklin 
Nixon & Anore 

| Mary Pooley 

| Richards & t‘arson 
Sons Purple sage 
| Village Vanguard 
|} Ailes Gilmour 
Gerald Clark 


Clarenea Proffitt 3 


LOS ANGELES 


Beverly Wilshire 
Matty Malneck Ore 
| Biltmore Bowl 
Carol King 
(iwypne 
Varsity 8 
Perre & Renne 
George Wendt 
Nelson's Mario’ ettes 
Grace Poggi 
Yzgor 
Petch & Deaville 
tudolf Friml Ore 
Cafe La Maze 
Greta Keller 
Bill Hoffman 
Mary McIntyre 
‘Tommy Howard 
Club Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 
Nellie Lutcher 


Coevanut Grove 


Tce Vanities 
Jve Reichman Ore 
Earl Carreli 


Rob Bromley 

Bob Williams 

Red Dust 

Miller & Reading 
Sterner Sis 

Bill Brady 

lolita & Ardo 
Zelaya 

Jean Tighe 
trakson 

Edward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 
NTG & H'wood Rev 
Faith Bacon 
Bob Glenn Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Charlie Foy 
Joe Frisco 
Enters & Borgia 
Jeffrey Gill 
Johnny Black Ore 

It Cafe 
Daryl HMarpa Ore 

la Conga 
Ernesto & Talya 


Wally Vernon 
Paul Neighbora Or 
Phillip Loves Ore 


Paris tan 
Stearns & Dean 
Jane lewis 
Carmatlitta Ring 
Henry Henryson 
Dominic 
Marg rite & M'rtines 
Eric Massey 





Henry Monet 


} Halen Miller 


Chuck Henry Ore 


Seven Seas 
Hawk Shaw 
Harry Baty 
Lillian Gibson 
Bob Mathews 
Henry Kani 
Miss Avaton 
Puanani 








Sam Koki Ore 
Slapsy Mutie’s 
T.ewis & Moore 
Margia Gerretson 
Oshings & Tessv 
Maxia osenvioom 
tay Sedlew 
Jerry Branudow 
John Seott Ore 


Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee Ore 

Swanne ton 


Cleo Brown 
Charlie Evans 








Topey’s 
Del Mar & TIenta 
Newcomb & Jones 
Bdward Kmerson 
Dolores Gay 
Joe Barros Bad 
Jan Garber Ore 
Vieter Huge 
Henry King Ove 
Dwight Fiske 
Wilshire Bowl 
Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris Ore 








Ruth Robins 


CHICAGO 


Ambasandor Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 
Fabian Andre Ore 

Virginia Hayes 


Bismarek Hotet 
(Walnut Room) 
Hadiey Gis 
Leonard Keller Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Noll & Nolton 


Blackhawk 
Blue Barron Ore 
Marion Mann 
Urrin & betty 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 

Dale Evans 

Pliner & Earl Ore 


Bon Alr 


De Marcos 

Al Bernie 

Gracie Barrie 

4 Ambassadorettes 
Rose Gls 

Clyde Lucas Ore 


Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Dorothy Duval 
Cecile Pittman 
Joan Baylor 
Vito Mancini 
Bill Blacido 


Broadmont 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharone Stringer 
Whitman Gls 


—_ 


Herb Kudolphs Orc 


Chez Paree 
Harry Richman 
tobina Wright 
Dean Murphy 
J.ucien & Ashour 
‘arole & Sherod 
Evans Gls 
Lou Lreese Ore 

Club Alabam 
Ethel Brown 
Murion Moore 
Sadic Moure 
bernard & Henrie 
sernie Adler 
louise Lucanoe 
Inez Gambol 
Kittie iurton 


faullette La Pierre 


wave Unell Orc 
“orothy Dale 


_Eveaie Roth Ore 
Club Minuet 
Patsy Mac 


betty Saxon 
Ruth Graybell 
; leanne Tell 
Sherry Wynn 
Puvilis Nobles 
Annette Kennedy 
Avt Fischers Ure 
Del Ectes 
Colony Ciub 

Carl Ravazza Ore 
owen & Parker 
Fantasia 

%’ Lu Playas 


Colosimos 
Eddie White 
Ada Leonard 
tna lore 
Weber Sis 
Pronsrh Gls 

Club Delisa 


Dorise Bradley 
Sam Theard 
Marion Abernathy 
| Wesley Long 
| Chivpie Hill 
| 6 Jitterbugs 
| Rhythm Wille 
Charice Isom 


Flowerton | itestelie GL. 


‘Red Saunderg Ore 





|; Jolinny 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
Johnny Ranga Ore 
(Peacock Km) 

Joe Vera 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


(Beach Watk) 


Bernie Cummins 
Connie Barleau 
Walter Cummings 
Doreen Gis 


Herb Foote 
885 Club 


Zelda Santley 
Mvyrus 
Josephine Del Mar 
Don Ramon Ore 
Honnert 
Franke'’s Casine 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifion 
Don & Lee 
hay Karrol 
Helen Fox 
Buddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Hal Munroe Ore 
Wyno Faire 
Notd Richardson 
Harry's New York 
Ralph Cook 


Oo 


Ore 


Mildred Parr 
Patricia Perry 
Pedro & Lui 


Dorothy Johnson 
Mel Cole Ore 


Three ‘Talents 
Hoveler Gls 
Hi Hat 


Willia Shore 
Mary ¢irane 





Coaway Sis 
Kersten Gls 
Jimms Cassidy 
f Ivanhoe 





Ore 


Florence Schubert 
} Al ‘Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
| Helen Sumner 
| Al Veirra Ore 
BE.’ Aigton 
Manuel Contreras O 
Conchita 
Isobel de 
Harry Linden 
Hotel ta Salle 
(ine Front Room) 


Jack Chapman Ore 


Mars 


“oO 


S.iberty ton 
Roma 


Roberta 
Ted Smith 
Jane Lavonne 
Roma 
Danielle 
Don Duwn 
Jimmia O'Nel 
Earl Wiley 
Millstones 
Frank 
Tervy Terrell 
| Art Mee 
| Madetina 
} Wrav 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oy ater 
Blouse) 
Manfres Cotsheit 
OW Heidelberg 
Mary MeCopnack 
Madaine touecitle 


Ore 


Donia 





Tewis 


Bob re 


Kranz! Ore 
Rao kanicow 
Sally Shearrat 


Helen Wes brook 


Palmer House 
Empire Room 


Chailes Bauta 








Or 


' Johony Carlin Ore 


| 


| Henedrignes 


| 
| 
i 


' Batty 


| 
} 


| Jimmy 


| 


| 


i 


i 


» Glorta 


‘SJarv Stone 

3 Arnolds 

Dorothy Dale 

Bob Dupont 

Abbott Dancers 

Phil Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 

Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 

Alice Kavan 

lee Wiles 

Stuf Smith Ore 

Budd Freeman 

Jitterbues 

Faye 

Carl Marx 

Sliver Cloud 


Starr & Lee 
Bill Samuets 
‘laire Hayes 
Muriay Parker 
Babette Gis 
Ray Steiber Ore 


Ore 


| Mlinor Daniels 
llazel Zaius 


| 


! 


! 
| 
/ 


606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gis 
lili Dawn 
Sally Keith 
Jo Ann Carrott 
Marne 
Jai lLeoa 
Patsy Shaw 


Carol Chappelle 
Roberta Roberis 


Boots Burns 
Alyse Serf 
Sol lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Koom) 
Griff’ Wiltiams Ore 
Walter King 
Bob Kirk 
Buddy Marino 











Suzie *«’ 
Dick Buckley 
Mill DeWitt 
Crystal Cook 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 

Swingland 
Johnny Long Ore 
George Gould 
Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nigk Brooks Gls 


Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Revnolds 
Steve Stutland Orc 
Di Novi Twins 
l.ouise Shannon 
Thelma Marland 
Pat Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 


Yar 


Don & Betty Lynne! 


Buddy Nugeat 

| Soe Dougherty 
Rendezvous 

(Hotel Senater) 

Reala Sireet Boys 

Intimates 
Spatola’s 

Susan lang 

| Hal Hoffer 

| Nino Nanni 

| Sally I.a Marr 

| Stork Club 

| 4 Modernettes 

| Billv Daniels 

Billy Back 


Ed & Morton Beck 


Hob Carney 

| Jean & Roberta 
| Henry Patrick Ore 
| Stamp’s Cafe 
| Bert l.emish Ore 
| Alan Gale 
Franess Deva 


Estella & Feilding 
| Harlem 
|; Nora Williams 
Silver Lake low 
(Clementon) 
Fonda & St Clair 
Marlene Chester 
Kay Carlton 
Alica Lucey 


Doritss Wittich Ore!) M Familiant Ore 


Janina LaRoda 
Hans Muenzer 


PHILADELPHIA © 


Aachoraze 
Williams Ore 
Arcadia 
Bill Shannon 

Margie Smith 

De Mavyvos 

Teddy Harnsworth 


Clem 


Burgundy Room 
Helle vue-Stratford 
Hotel 


Dick Wharton’s Ore 
Fred Niedland 


Cadillac Tavera 
Bettie Thomas 
Estelle Sloan 
Marlene 
$3 Cudillac Coquettes 
Grace (Hara 
& A 
Bill Gates Ore 
Cedarwood Cabia 

(Malaga, N. J.) 
Prt Procelli 
Nikki Nitotat 
Williams 
Frankle Scnluth 
Wait Temple Ore 

Club 13 


Dotmadears 
Dick Thomas 
Marian Roberts 
Ruth Phillips 





Mardo & Co } 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Club Bali 
Maurice & Cordova | 
6 lw Conga Dane 
Anne Leste | 
Nat Brandwynne 0} 
Henny Youngman 
Dr Grovinni 
Don Rinatdo’s Ore | 
Cotton Club | 
Bobby Evans Ore 
Mamie Smith 
mMiwards Sis 
lovey Lane 
Otto Easton 
Rhythm Maniacs 
White 
Kiddie Coles 
Jelly B'an Anderson 
Wendell Mason 


Creseent Log Cabin 


| 


| Irving Braslow Ure 


| 
{ 


(Gloucester Hehts, | 
N. J.) 
Joe Kraft Ore 
June Midtidge 
Starke & Dorne 
Beryl Walker 


Datkin’s 
Rathskeller 


& 





Jose Julie 
Terry James 
Frankie Richardson 
Dave & DPD Couper 


Embassy 
Cluford 
Sue Carlvle 
Betty Carlyle 
Mildred Fenton 


Gea 


; Clim Hall 


| 
j 
| 





i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| Fedro Bianco Ore 


| Billy 


Adele Norville 
Florence Vestoff 
Jiunly Barrect 
Maples 
Curt Weiler «re 
Virginia Renault 
Kav Keeny 


|; Stephanie Snyder 


Carmen Montoya 
Marvy Williams 
Trudy Mastin 





Evergreen Casino | 
Vile Rose 
Kay Allen 

Romero & Rosita 
Jerry Toman 
Florence Mack 
Jimmy Rave | 
Pat Shevlin Ore | 


1523 Leoeust 


Pola Montova 
Beth (Challis 
Muriel Marrison 

| Sue & Pepper 
Helen Wilson 
Bubbles Shelby ! 
Bvelyva Bradley 
Hetty Stone 
Betty McKee j 
Ina Laverty 


; Wings of Suing Or | 


1 hie Wi''Nams Ore 


Hotel Bea Franktin | 
frarden Terrace 
Val Ernie 


Ore 
Gay 90's 
Prince 
Count Thomas 
May Joy 

4 Noizhis & Lady 
David Taie 


se 


Minnola 





Billy Brill 

Pete Havs 

I.vdia White 
Blossom Gis 

Abe Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 
Robby I[.ee Ore 
Hildebrand 32 


(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizvo Ore 
Jimmy Blake 
Herbie Dubrow 
Joe Lewis 
Helen Heath 
Leon & Mace 
Bob Russe}! 
Buster Shaver 
George & Olive 
Jack Randall 
Glamour Gls (14) 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Jam Session 
Geo Lutz 
Dave Newman 
Jim Thorpe 
Krechmer 
Freddie Kornfeld 
Max Spector 
Jim Thorpe 


Hotel White Way 
({Ateos, N. J.) 


Page & Cody 
Garvay 
Dottie Small 
Johnny Kraus Ore 
Latimer Club 
Michael Travis Ore 
Eleanor Obold 
Vinda Skeehan 
Kvelyn Lauehain 
Joanne Sherer 
Lexington Casino 


Charlie Gaines Ore 
tube, Johnnie, Ed 
Cashie Costello 
4 Murphy Sis 
Al & Freddie 
Bobby White 
Harry Rose 
Frank Pont! 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Pete Hayes 
lexington Trio 
Mike Jaffree 

Lido Venice 


John Joseph Ore 


1 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


George Reed 
26th Century 





Paul Cordner 
Bill Kearns 
Ki Lewis 


Bob Reminogion 
Vernive Gritle 


Rose 
VTanva 





Veuuti 
tlarth 


| Gray & Hariowe 


Rvythmanes 


Fay Wray 
Heis Takavainga 
Viola Klaiss 
Viking Cafe 
Hughie McGinnesg 
Lorraine Dona 
Jim Naegra Org 
Betty Stone 
Dimas & Anita 
Warwick Hotel 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
Camdea 
Jules Flacco Ore 
| Bob Merrill 
} Feludys 
| Syd Golden 
Signor Caring 
Ted & M Tari 
Ue Martins 





Pat Sullivan 
Ted & Julia 
Jack Smith 


Dave Peterson 

Elmer Seltzer 

Domes Elliott 

Sy@ Golden 

Raths'r Kldoradlans 
Wilson's 


Joe Hough, m.e, 
8 Guardsmen 
Favne & Foster 
(iates & Claire 
Lloyd Mann 
Lorraine 

Geo Bakay Ore 


Yacht Club 
Jimmy Evans 
Veddy Forrest 
(armenchita 
4 Musie Hall Gis 
Mary Little 
Edna Thompson 
Mary Navigs Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Aachorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard beans 
Nita Norman 

Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 
Betty Smiley 

Balconades 


Phil Cavezza Ore 
Dave Lucas 


| Frannie Rago 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| Kiddie 


Kill Green's 
Kvereit Hoagland O 
Don Burke 
Bougie-Woegle Club 
Booxy Sherman 
Reggie Dvorak 
Max Simon 
Bishop Bros 
Ralph Wolfram 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Peia Ore 
legary & latina 
Tubby Rives 
Flo Parker 
Morris 
Lambert 
Cork and Batile 
Frank Shean 3 

Haofel Henry 

(Silver Grill) 
Nelson Maples 
Beverly Bennett 

(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Evergreen Gardens 
Frank 


Hernia 


Ore 


Jny Ore 


| 3 Queens 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tomaine & Cawth'e 


Patsy King 
Al Page 
Jule Ello 
Frank Hall 
Shaw & Meade 
Little Rathskeller 
3 Paganos 
Jerry & Turk 
Renee Vilton 
Joan Woods 
4 Ink Spois 
Steve Murray 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Minstrel Tavera 
Bella Belmont 
Bad McGoldrick 
Margie Marsh 
Cissie Loftus 
Marriott's K'm 


Manoa Ian 


Wayne & Kenon 
Crosetti Sis 
Bond Trio 


| Jack Hutchinson 


Dianne Rochell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 
New Leader Cafe 
Virginia Lee 
Maxine Scoit 


Dancing Reynolds ! 
Mazzone & Abbott 

Kippee Valez 
Valez Dancers | 


Philadelphia Room 
' 


Hayes Watson 
Purple Derby 
Key Terry 


Ore Otto 


| Karin 


| Ted Fio Rite Ore 


Rusiv 
Desae 
Iaken 

Hotel Roosevelt 
3 Suns 

Hotel Schenley 
tilly Hinds Ore 
Carol Mansfleld 
Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda Shiner 


Hinge 4 
Livingstone 
Sis 


| Harry Bigley 
Ray Catizone 
Steve Mathews 


Mike Shamretla 
Kenny wood 


tenny 
Powers 


Burton 
Elephants 


{ 


} 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


| Krank 


| Flying 


' Margaret 


New Peon 
Dave Rose 
lee Barrett 
Russ Romero 
Connie & Jimmie 
Lenka Tolda 
Tillman & Helene 
Jerry McKenna 


Ore 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Roberts & White 
Wilkey & Dare 
Paul & Pettit 
Angelo Di Palma 

Nut House 
Jim Buchanon 
Harry Nosokoft 
Ted Blake 
Whacky Wayne 
Joe Klein 
Mood Walson 
Alice Brooks Ore 


Orchard 


Jimmy Gamble Ore 


day Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Vines 
Howard Becker Or 
Mac Harris 
Bob Stahl 
Riviera 
Good Ore 
Yacht Clob 
H Middleman 
3 Ktons 
Jackie Heller 
Clim Conrad 
Doris Dupont 
Shirley teller 
Dance Cocktails 
Sky-Vue 
Cyril Woistman Or 
Helen Young 
Union Grill 
Yagel™ 
Natale 
Miksa Sandreitto 
Webster Hall 
George Wehbe Ore 
Beverly Stull 
West View 
Nichler Ore 
Seeman 
Beehees 
Willows 
Millar Ore 
King 


Will 


Oro 


Art 


Fran 
Rita 


Rob 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Villiage 
Tharn Ore 
ZAoska 
Latasha & Laurence 


| Mildred Smith 


| My 


Herman 
' 


on Ry 
Margaret 


an 
Aemmer 
Pireliner 
Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Gardena 
Duke Melvin Ore 


Peggy LaMarr | Mabel Scott 

Bill Mayo Ore | Moneite Moore 
Lenny Burkie | Bullfrog Shorty 
Jonnny Flynn Billy Nightingale 
tose Gillan College tan 
Open Door Cafe Norman Brill Ore 
tilly Have Orc Bonnie LaVonne 
Paul Lynch Kiddie Rau 

| Judy Shaw Gloria Vale 
Bonnie Stewart Lois Miller 

| Julia Cummings Freddie's (nfe 

3 : Stata Kathryn King 

ones ' Francine 

| Ot Covered Wagon Kuddie Barnes 

| leo Zolle Ore Barbara Long 

| Pateh Fastrman j ® Brucettes 
Mildied Rogers | fsourmet Club 

Palumbo's |B Robinson Ore 

Howard Reynolds Joy Robinson 
Ben Perry Hunna tirille 
Thunderbolts 


| Lenny Colver 


Pat Ryan 
Rubei tino 

Hotel Allerton 
Jonnie, S Steste 


Hotel Clevetnad 


Krank Flypa 


' Nelson 


| Justy 


| Juekson, 


| Candy Candido 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Hotel rvllenden 


Sammy Watkins Or 


Nan Blakstone 
Val Voltane 
Kean Sis 


Romany Three 
Hotel Statler 
Manny Landers Ore 

Pressely 
Jack & KFdadie’s 
Broadway Billie 
Rubertine, Roberts 
Bebe Sherman 
Sammy Lippman 
Artene Rice Ore 
L.indsay’s Sky-Club 
Mae Carlisle 
Raysor 
Del.ucca 
Preston 
Harold Simpson 
Menaco’s Cufe 
Ruby 


Una 
Roy 
Peart 


Cummins 
June Bentley 
Bob Opitz Ore 
Meunds Chub 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Sainiay Walsh 
Three Idlers 
les Rhumberas U 
Jeanne Traverse 
Ohio Villa 


Lawler 
Stone, 
Troy & Twnn 
Val Mar Line 
Southern Tavern 
Iee Aen Ore 


Terry 


R 


DETROIT 


Baby Ward —— Rass 
| Graber’s Hof Brau. rere aaa 
| Jouny ” Baner | Morty Burk’s Ore Book-Cadillae Hotel 
Mann & Videll Jean La Mar (Book Casing) | 
dedi Billy Newsome |} Lowry lark Ore 
Mien’ ai Atba i Nan Getty j 

Graber Hor Bran © | Margie Seite 7 (Meter Bar) 
Marie Hetty Mealy Vie Abbs Ore 
| Henri's Alice Gormiey | Blossom) Heath 
Andre & Frances | Red Lion joa | Carrot & Gorman 
Ray O'Day | Day Sis Carla & Fernande | 
a Blank : ‘Ed Chambers Ore | Blois Adair 

“Tni@ MeGea Kiity Smith | Harl Smith Ove 
‘tas Verna’s Org | Jack Griffin | Bowery 
Hildebrand’s Sansom House Rov Aatwell 
l.aslie Sis Milt Myers Claus Troupe 


‘Matto & Therese 


Ed Stanton 


(Continue 


d om page 45) 


Julio & 


J 4ok 


& Clifferd 
Biower 

Jean Tudell 
Jitterbugs (3) 


Park 
Ann 


| Boweryeties (12) 
, Johnny 
has Carlisie 

Benny Resh Ore 


King 


Blue Lantern 
Kendall Capps 
Florenca 
Terry 
Freda Lazier 


tiamour Gls (6) 
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Shows in 1939-40 





HITS 


‘DuParry Was a Lady’ 
‘Higher and Higher’ 
‘Keep Off the Grass’ 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ 
‘Life With Father’ 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
‘Male Animal’ 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
‘Margin for Error’ 
‘My Dear Children’ 
‘Skylark’ 

‘Streets of Paris’ 
‘There Shall Be No 
‘Too Many Girls’ 


Night’ 


MODERATES 


‘Fifth Column’ 
‘Key Largo’ 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ 


‘See My Lawyer’ 
‘Time of Your Life’ 
‘Two for the Show’ 


‘Lady in Waiting’ “Yokel Boy’ 
‘Scandals’ 

FAILURES 
‘Another Sun’ ‘Passenger to Bali’ 
‘Aries Is Rising’ ‘Pastoral’ 
‘At the Stroke of Eight’ ‘Possessed’ 


‘Billy Draws a Horse’ 
‘Burning Deck’ 

‘Case of Youth’ 
‘Christmas Eve’ 

‘Farm of Three Echoes’ 
‘Foreigners’ 

‘From Vienna’ 

‘Geneva’ 

‘Goodbye in the Night’ 
‘Grey Farm’ 

‘Heavenly Express’ 

‘I Know What I Like’ 
‘International Incident’ 
‘John Henry’ 

‘Kindred’ 

‘Leave Her to Heaven’ 
‘Love’s Old Sweet Song’ 
‘Man Who Killed Lincoln’ 
‘Medicine Show’ 
‘Morning Star’ 
‘Mornings at Seven’ 
‘Night Music’ 

‘Out From Under’ 


‘Return of the Vagabond’ 
‘Reunion in New York’ 
‘Ring Two’ 

‘Russian Bank’ 

‘Scene of the Crime’ 
‘Sea Dogs’ 

‘Separate Rooms’ 
‘Strangler Fig’ 

{Straw Hat Revue’ 
‘Summer Night’ 
‘Suspect’ 

‘Swingin’ the Dream’ 
‘Thunder Rock’ 

‘Two on an Island’ 
‘Unconquered’ 
*Vanities’ 

“Very Warm for May’ 
“Weak Link’ 

“When We Are Married’ 
“Woman Brown’ 

‘World We Make’ 
‘Young Couple Wanted’ 


REVIVALS 


‘Journey's End’ 
‘Juno and the Paycock’ 
‘Liliom’ 


‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
‘They Knew What They Wanted’ 
‘Three Sisters’ 


RETURN ENGAGEMENTS; MISCELLANEOUS 


‘Folies Bergere’ 
*‘Hamlet’ 
“Mamba’s Daughters’ 


‘Richard II’ 
‘Taming of the Shrew’ 


SHOWS FROM FORMER SEASONS STILL RUNNING 


‘Hellzapoppin’ 
‘Pins and Needles’ 


1938-39 SHOWS CURRENT AT SEASON'S START 


“Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
“American Way’ 

*‘Boys From Syracuse’ 
‘Family Portrait’ 


‘Tobacco Road’ 


(SINCE CLOSED) 
‘Little Foxes’ 

‘No Time for Comedy’ 

‘Outward Bound’ 

‘Philadelphia Story’ 


‘I Must Love Someone’ ‘What a Life’. 
‘Leave It to Me’ 
TOTALS 

Te OWS, o.5406000%0000 PEED d KATS OOO REEDOCEOS Kites 74 
BS 0k GERMS S CEL COTTER CTSA S HORT REDON ODURD nad 14 
py) ornare arerer tray ro errr rere 9 
Failures ...... b rcaialatsutre alae -ecaiiie wavdik deine eae eeee pisaveeeels 51 
URE Bi biooibidikategrisesere icine eres eweeees saree 59 
EE Ee ee er ee ee ee ee ee er eS eT ‘we 15 
IE cg PRE PE bC-8S NC DREAMERS OREO es sibebeveute 6 
Return Engagements, et .....cccccsccccccccsescccs cee 5 
Performances for all shows (including holdovers)...... 7,820 





Shifting U. §. Thought on European 


Situation Affects Certain B way Plays: 





One of the countless minor reper- 
cussions of the European war has 
been the effect on various legit plays 
either current or possibilities for re- 


vival. In some cases the plays have 
keen made hopelessly dated, in 
others the recent developments 


abroad seem only to have high- 
lighted the plays’ appeal. In still 
others certain revisions are appar- 
ently needed to adapt the shows to 
altered conditicns. 


Of the current plays, ‘Margin for 
Error,’ at the Majestic, N.Y., is s¢em- 
ingly made more forceful by the 
events abroad. A violently anti- 
Nazi whodunit, the piece depends 
for much of its effect upon the au- 
dience hatred of the German con- 
Sul in the play. Recent audiences 
have seemed to find the show more 
plausible than earlier ones did. 


Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘There Shall 
Be No Night,’ at the Alvin, N.Y., is 
a stinging indictment of the Nazis 
and the Soviet invasion of Finland. 
Nazi sweep across Belgium and the 
Netherlands almost literally bears 


1 out statements in the play, and it is 
| regarded as even more stirring than 
| when is opened only a few weeks 
| ago. 

| On the other hand, ‘No Time for 
} 


at a number of summer theatres, 
|may be badly dated by the European 
'war. To some spectators, its con- 
| cern with the events of several years 
‘ago in the Spanish revolution may 
iseem remote, while its heroine's 
| philosophic attitude may appear 
‘callous. Conversely, ‘The Fifth 
/Column,’ which recently closed but 
lis slated for the road in the fall, 


dealt with 


summer may change that. 


Navy. Similarly 





violently pro-British slant. 


‘Red Peppers,’ one of the Noel 
Coward one-acters in ‘Tonight at | presumed settlement of the argument 
8.30’, may no longer be acceptable | between Hollywood and Broadway. major attractions at the World’s 
because of its spoofing of the Royal | But the changes in the basic contract | Fair— American Jubilee, Aquacade, 
‘Cavalcade,’ which | were not satisfactory to the picture | ‘Streets of Paris,’ ‘Railroads on Pa- 
was considered for strawhat produc-|end, and, while the feeling between rade’ and the ‘Gay New Orleans’ 
tion, was dropped because of its j the Coasts has been softened, there | troupes, plus the free atiractions ijn 


GIT, 


9 CLICKS THIS 
Vn, 15N'38-9 


14 Hits, 9 Moderates in Total 
of 74 Shows -~— Production 
Off, However, in Compari- 
son to Last Season 





PIC BUYS JUMP 





By JACK PULASKI 


The quality of Broadway produc- 
tion during the season just termi- 
nated was distinctly above that of 
previous seasons. Out of a total of 
74 new shows, 14 were in the hit 
class and nine others rated moderate 
successes, making 23 attractions in 
the money. One show out of every 
three and a fraction presented, by 
making good, hangs up an unusual 
percentage. Formerly the best show- 
ing was around one out of every four. 

Up to Saturday (1), with one more 
production to come, there were four 
less new presentations than for the 
season of 1938-39, wnen 80 new plays 
and musicals were presented. Num- 
ber of productions for 1937-38 totaled 
79, so that 1939-40 is technically a 
new low. 

At the season’s half-way mark pro- 
duction was far behind last season, 








Comedy,’ which is slated for revival | 





didn’t seem weakened because it) put there was a spurt from January 
the no-longer-current on. 


Spanish conflict, but events over the | pated that legit production this sea- 





Hollywood Buys 





Shows of the 1939-40 season 
purchased by film companies, 
with the buyer and approximate 
prices paid. 





‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ 
(Warners) deal pend- 


ing but price will 

probably exceed...., $250,000 
‘The Male Animal’ 

CWarmers) .....sés06 . $150,000 
‘Too Many Girls’ 

0) i ee . $100,000 
‘The World We Make’ 

CORCOPOD - egealls anced $100,000 
‘Skylark’ 

SE) > Gide sh rewdkeees $85,000 
Night Music’ 

(Loew-Lewin) ...... $30,000 
*Two On An Island’ 

6.00) rrr $50,000 

‘The Weak Link’ 

CWOINOLS): scciaciss os - $15,000 





Rights of shows produced dur- 
ing 1938-39 and previous sea- 
sons: 

‘The Philadelphia Story’ 

CDIGUEOR <xie ovens aise $150,000 
Originally secured by Katharine 
Hepburn and Philip Barry, but 

sold outright by them. 
‘The Little Foxes’ 


MORE B. 0. 








Total B'way Legit Grosses for 4 Years 





playing weeks) 


from 32 shows running. 


(Season from June 5, 39 to June 1, °40, inclusive, All figures based 
on Variety's weekly boxoffice estimates.) 





Total Broadway grosses, 1939-40 (7,820 performances, 991 

EY Cee re re Covvecccceccocce cQeaeneee 
Total Broadway grosses, 1938-39 (1,061 playing weeks)...... 12,751,000 
Total Broadway grosses, 1937-38 (999 playing weeks)...... 11,501,300 
Total Broadway grosses, 1936-37 (number wks, not available). 13,886,300 


Number productions during 1939-40......... ccbheeesivessesees vanes ae 
RR oes 505. aha Scie b o't¥o's AID ORR ebb OO een veeeabe ooee besos OF 
ere rere ee 2a IRAE nese vaeeensee ir ekaeesicaes ae 
NE Soo dey et ea a bala taupe Nees eS Cee Te jin 
Return engagements, miscellaneous ...... (is éeek ee ekseeessebausaaee Cn 
carat gialele Dipats ls ky kev atea vik kW Ok eae Poe esMoeeresereresereseee 14 
PENI SUCRONOEE 6 6 5:0%-5.05 5.5 kp 045 boo ew Res PRT EOP ETO ae. 
OR erage aii ag Besar vis kaak ak Olea Re . SI 


Biggest week, Dec. 25, ’39, with total gross of $381,500 from 26 shows 
running. Previous season, Feb. 20, ’39, with total gross of $446,000 











‘ROAD’S’ TOURING UNIT 
TO PLAY STRAWHATS 


Touring company of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ which closed the season re- 
cently in Detroit after a three-week 
| repeat engagement, will reform and 
| play pre-autumn dates in the hide- 





aways. Tentative bookings for six 
weeks in rural showshops have 
been made, show appearing as a 


unit. Under a recent Equity ruling, 
the regular stock leads in the places 
booked will receive regular salaries, 
though laying off during the ‘Road’ 
date. Drama is among the definite 
attractions listed for the road next 
season. 

Number one show continues at the 
Forrest, N.Y., and is expected to 
play through summer into the new 
season, After using a top of $1.65 
for two years or more at the For- 
rest, the scale was dropped to $1.10 
three weeks.ago. Reaction was not 
immediate, but last week the at- 
tendance improved and the gross 
was well over $4,000. A _ fair 
profit was earned, since the record- 
stayer costs very little to operate. 
New York prices are less than the 
scale usually used on the road. 


B’WAY SUFFERS 
WITH EACH 
NAZI WIN 





Inclement weather continued 





(Goldwyn) .......... $100,000 
‘The Boys From Syra- 
cuse’ 
(Jules Levey) ...... $30,000 
‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye’ 
(Par) .. - $50,000 
‘Little Nellie Kelly’ 
(Metro) . a $35,000 
‘The Primrose Path’ 
1) or oe Aree $25 g00 
Five O'Clock Girl 
(Metro) .eeeeee $10,000 
‘And Now Goodbye’ 
(Lester Cowan) ..... $5,000 
‘Moon Over Mulberry 
Street’ 
0) ee rer $6,000 


In addition Columbia bought 
the rights to ‘Both Your Houses’ 
to protect its ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington.’ A number of un- 
produced plays were also ac- 
quired by the various studios. 








ast summer it had been antici- 


son would easily top the 100 mark. 


(Continued on page 42) 


favor Broadway last week, but dis- 


ressing war news again militated 
! against 
| Day (30) business was away off. Day 
' 


| that Belgium surrendered, takings of 


attendance and Memorial 





to | 


3 Bway Foldees Heavily in Red; 
Olivier-WB's ‘Romeo’ 60G Loser 





Three Broadway attractions, two 
of which stopped Saturday (1), are 
exiting heavily in the red. Most 
costly failure is ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
with Laurence Olivier and Vivien 
Leigh, announced to stop at the 51st 
Street (Warners Hollywood) this 
week, with $60,000 marked up on the 
wrong side of the ledger. Show cost 
close to $85,000 and did make some 
money in operation, including the 
three and one half week stay in 
New York. 

Understood that Warners and 
Olivier are 50-50 on ‘Juliet,’ so that 
the loss will be halved between 
them. According to undenied re- 
ports, the deal between the film end 
and Olivier dates back three years, 
when he was in London.. Original 
intention was Shakespearean rep 
and, according to plans, ‘Henry V’" 
was to have gone on in August, 

Whether ‘Juliet? would have 
earned back its production outlay is 
questionable, but the closing is 
charged to the war. Olivier and Miss 

(Continued on page 44) 


FTP OPPOSISH 
T00 STRONG 


Washington, June 4. 

Hard-heartedness of the House 
means that Senate friends of actors 
and stagehands are unlikely to make 
serious efforts to eliminate from the 
1941 relief bill the discriminatory 
clause which forbids expenditure of 
any Federal money for theatre proj- 
ects, even when there is a sponsor 
contribution which spreads the cost. 
The Senate Appropriations Commit- 
tee, after hearing last-ditch pleas 
Monday (3), is inclined to regard 
the proposition as futile. 

On several occasions the lower 








| branch of Congress has demonstrated 


| 
| 
j 


} 
| 


lone straight show dropped $500 un- | 


| . 4 
der the mark of the same day the 


|previous week. Holiday was the 


to Saturday. Most shows 
the matinee, but the outdoor attrac- 
tiens got the play and at night 
nearly all legit boxoffices were 
heavily socked. 


left of legit show business. 
/counting the summer stocks which 
‘are mushrooming, there are but four 
lattractions playing on the road. 





|There are 19 shows on the Broad- | 
|way legit list, including a revival | 
| (‘Love for Love,’ Hudson) slated for | 
'That expectation was based on the | °n€ week. 


In opposition to Broadway are the 


} the exhibit area. 


played | 


Broadway now represents what is! 
Not | 


unmistakable opposition to any 
treasury-angeled drama. Most re- 
cent occasion was May 23, when a 
deafening chorus of ‘no’ killed the 
amendment of Representative Eman- 
uel Celler of New York, which 
would have put theatre people in 


| the same position as steel workers, 
lonly clear day during the week up! 








ditch diggers and painters—by en- 
titling them to earn Government aid 
at the task for which they are 
equipped. Like a year ago, ridicule 
was the weapen that turned back the 
small faction sympathetic to limited 
revival of the Federal Theatre Proj- 
ert; Representative Everett Dirksen 
of Illinois laughed the Celler group 
into the cloakrooms by declaring he 
will insist on providing cash for a 
‘traveling salesmen’s project’ if the 
year-old ban on dramatic relief ven- 
tures is lifted . 

The Equity delegation received a 
polite hearing this week, but not 
even the most sympathetic commit- 
teeman is likely to propose any 
modification. Actors will have to 
keep on getting blisters at unaccuse 
tomed jobs if they are to keep the 
wolf away with the aid of taxpayers. 








VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 5, 1940 





| ‘Variety’ Box Score Winners 





: ”24—CRAIG (Mail)....... 
4-’25—POLLOCK (Brooklyn Eag 

| 26—GABRIEL (Sun) 
Q4-'2T—GABRIEL (Sun) ... 

| ‘27-'28—ATKINSON (Times) .. 


ee eee 
e@eee 


28-'29—LITTEL (Post) ....... 


*B1-°32—GABRIEL (American) 


ee ree 


eres 


"a 20-'30—-BROWN (Post) Seeeeereres 
hd ‘30-'31—_BROWN (Post) @eeeeeeeere 

















Sip Rigel an epi iii te ecient 
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_ June 10. Company is contemplating 































‘'82-'33—GABRIEL (American) . 
'83-'34—BROWN (Post) ..... 
°34-"35—BROWN (Post) ....... 
’35-'"36—GABRIEL (American) . 
*86-37—COLEMAN (Mirror) ... 
*81-38—BROWN (Post) ....... 


*88-39—ANDERSON (Journal-American). 73 


*39-'40—LOCKRIDGE (Sun) 


eeeree 


eee 


SR. R Ww. ©@. Pct. 

abouts 78 53 19 6 677 
Be? ..vc<4 97 73 24 0 .153 
Svaaes 109 90 18 1 826 
105 90 15 0 857 

eiaierauaa 94 81 12 1 862 
eacera tates 89 72 16 1 .809 
owes 838 7 9 0 898 
Sake eee 104 85 18 1 817 
ee 109 100 8 1 917 
Rarer 103 89 13 1 .864 
eer 38 89 8 1 .908 
ee ae 90 77 12 1 855 
we is arare 90 82 8 0 .920 
Be 82 73 5 2 .914 
Spopiesk 62 58 4 0 .935 
62 11 0 849 

73 65 8 9 890 














Number of New Plays In Strawhats 





Mounting; May Equal ‘3's Total (85) 





Number of new plays to be tried 
®ut in rural show shops this sum- 
c is steadily mounting and may 
teach the total of last year, when 85 
few shows were trotted out for 
trawhat inspection. Whether the 
ight percentage of Broadway possi- 
ilities will be increased is a guess, 
ut up to now there have been few 
geal successes from such sources. 

Indications are that the new plays 
will be more concentrated than 
usual, which should lighten the bur- 

en of scouts. Latter have queried 
he countryside for information 
about the tryouts in particular, so 
that schedules for coverage can be 
outlined. To date, Clinton, N. Y., 
lists the largest number of new 
lays, six being slated for that spot. 
kowhegan, Me., will see at least 
three and so will Stamford, Conn. 
Suffern, N. Y., and Locust Valley, 
L. L, are in line for a number of 
tryouts, too. 

It is expected that as many hide- 
away stocks will operate as last sea- 
60n and perhaps more, but the list 
is incomplete. There is a possibility 
that the war will cut out some coun- 
ed spots through the withdrawal of 

acking. 





Hilltop theatre, Ellicott City, Md., 
will tryout a new comedy, ‘Sixes and 
Sevens,’ probably the final week of 
the 10-week season, which opens 


a rotating policy of three companies 
to tour a circuit of three established 
strawhat towns in neighboring 
Maryland. Eddie Phillips will direct 
and Don Swann is producer. 








Chase Barn’s 2 New Ones 

Torrey McKenny,  producer-di- 
rector of the Chase Barn Playhouse 
at Whitefield, N. H., where formerly 
the 49ers held forth, will try out 
two new shows this summer. ‘Dark 
Horses’ by Harry Antrim will preem 
Suly 29. It was previously done on 
the Coast but since revamped. It’s 
an anti-Nazi piece. And on Aug. 26, 
‘Quote Me As Saying,’ musical, by 
Willem Van Loon (son of Hendrik) 


Conn.; 
Lake, Pa., this summer, will do an 
as yet unselected play at Dennis, 
Mass., and will star in ‘Pygmalion’ 
at Harrison, Me. Actress drew heavy 
attendance 
play at the Ann Arbor festival. - 


Hellman drama 
Stockbridge, Mass., this summer. * 


to possible 
York and Chicago for the comedy. 
It was done on Broadway some 
years ago, but failed. Miss Gordon 


name to the cowshed legit, whose 
capacity is 274. ‘Milky Way’ opens 
the season July 1. 





Guestar Ruth Chatterton 
Ruth Chatterton will guest-star in 
‘Private Lives,” with Barry Thom- 
son, at Amherst, Mass.; Guilford, 
Westboro, Mass., and Deer 


last week in the Shaw 





Barnyard Chatter 


Madeleine Carroll, currently in 
New York, is reported considering 


joining the ranks of picture names 
slated to play guest dates around 


the strawhat circuit...Despite the 
fact that Tallulah Bankhead is to 


take ‘Little Foxes’ on the road again 


in the fall and is doing it in sev- 


eral spots this summer, Ann Mason 


will play the lead when the Lillian 
is presented at 


When Ruth Gordon brings ‘Here 


Today’ to White Plains, N. Y., on her 


Strawhat trek, various Broadway 
managers will view it with an eye 
engagements in New 


is figured to give it more b.o. punch 
than it had then...Among the of- 


ferings at the McCarter theatre, 
Princeton, this summer, will be a 
tryout of ‘By Any Other Name,’ 


a new play by Warren P. Munsell, 
Jv., operator of the spot and son 


of the Theatre Guild’s general man- 
ager. 





Legit Cues 











Noel Coward visiting the John C. 
Wilsons at Fairfield, Conn., before 
Clipperisty back to Paris thi- week- 
end. 

Charlie Harris, company manager 





and Don Sacco (music) will be 
premiered, 

Bill Chase, of the old Chase piano 
family, formerly music critic on the 
N. Y. Times, backs and lends his 











of ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ first stint 
he’s had outside the George Abbott 
office in three years. 

Bill Fields due back today 
(Wednesday) from visit to key cities 
planting national exploitation for 
‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 

The Carl Fishers (Mary Mason) 





“KEEP OFF THE GRASS” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 








and Walter Wagners to Bermuda for 
last two weeks in June. The John 
Roots (Margaret Mullen) spending 
month at Fisher place, Wilton, Conn. 

Ernest Rawley, manager of the 
Royal Alexandra,, Toronto, back 
home after lining up next season 
shows. Tentative list includes “Too 
Many Girls, ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ ‘Life with Father,’ ‘Phila- 
delphia Story’ and ‘Male Animal.’ 

Sinclair Lewis back from the 
Coast this week with play he just 
completed, ‘Felicia Speaks.’ Plans to 
remain east indefinitely. 

Harry Goetz planed west Sunday 
(2) for opening of “The American 
Way,’ presented by the St. Louis 
Municipal Opera Co. 
run two weeks. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
figure on early fall tour with ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ even if it’s still 
drawing heavily at the Alvin, N. Y., 
then. Probably no second company 
of the Sherwood drama. 

Leif Erickson wore regular shirt, 
tie and suit coat at dinner in Sardi’s 
Monday (3), first time ever seen 
that dressed up since coming from 
the Coast two years ago. 

Elena Karam was ‘the eccentric 
comedienne in ‘Russian Bank,’ in- 
stead of Natalie Harris. Show closed 
at the St. James Saturday (1). 

Hal LeRoy, assigned the same part 
in RKO’s filmization of ‘Too Man 








| Girls’ that he played in the Broad- 


way version, flies to the Coast to- 
morrow (Thursday), 


Legiter will‘ 





Critics Boxscore 


Contiaued from page t 











rights out of 70 shows reviewed. 
eighth with .792 on 24 tries. He and 


the bulk. Winchell, as the No. 1 
drama crick, picks his spots. Burns 
Mantle, who climbed out of the cellar 
in '38-39, may have gotten lonesome, 
because he’s back there again with 
.118 and 64 shows caught. 
Averages Up 

With the exception of Mantle, the 
daily reviewers’ percentages on a 
whole were higher than last year’s. 
Anderson won Variktr’s legit sweep- 
stakes for 1938-39 with .849; this year 
Lockridge got .890. It’s the same 
right down the line to next-to-last 
place, which Lockridge held a year 
ago with .757. 
So far as amount of work was 
concerned, the season just ended was 
practically a Mexican standoff wiih 
last year, when there were a total of 
76 new shows. Only 74 new ones 
were uncovered for '39-40 and there 
were few conflicting premieres, hence 
Lockridge’s ability to catch 73 of 
them. Besides Winchell, John Ma- 
son Brown, probably due to his lec- 
ture dates, was the only daily critic 
to take much of a vacation away 
from the drama. Brown reviewed 
only 61 shows. 
If it could be done with Lock- 
ridge, why not the muggs, said 
Variety's mathametician, so this 
sheet waltzes in with a percentage of 
.932 on 74 shows reviewed. The staff 
was right on 69, wrong on five, which 
pulls it ahead of the top daily per- 
centage for the first time in five 
years. ‘There'll naturally be some 
side remarks about the boxscore 
keeper’s eyesight, and perhaps his 
accuracy—and maybe they’re right. 


Less N. Y.- Legit 


Lee CONtinUed from page ll 


was no rush of film financing. Some 
picture money did show, at first sup- 
posedly under cover, and then 
openly. 











Fewer Fleps 


As the percentage of successes in 
varying degrees increased, the flop 
figures naturally dropped. Whereas 
last season there were 65 failures, the 
1939-40 period registered 51 losers 
about which there is no doubt. Mu- 
sical strength of the list is about 
what was anticipated early in the 
spring. Most of the musicals current 
were figured to span the summer, but 
whether Broadway can support four 
shows at $4.40 now seems question- 
able. Monday (3), the first warm 
evening, saw many unoccupied rows. 
There were 15 such productions dur- 
ing the seasen and 59 straight plays. 
Hollywood’s demand for material 


kinson, of the Times, with 800 in 56 
Walter Winchell, of the Mirror, is 


Coleman split the shows, latter doing 


Top Grossers on Bway During 1939-40 





Welizapoppin’ (4BB)*® 2.02. ..cccccccescrescccccscceccsescsoes $1,436,300 
(Grossed an additional $1,124,900 last season) 
‘Philadelphia Story’ (BBB) 2... .cc-ccccccrccccvccccccesccvecs 783,300 


(Grossed an additional $226,500 last season, plus more on 
tour this season) 


‘Sere Wa fT GIR occ ccccecscccccescccccsccsscees 757,500 
woe a NS er ee eee re re ee ee 750,000 
pi er ee I as 505s 30 sig Ka Es Sake wie tee oo) hand 717,800 


(Subsequently toured and is now at World's Fair in tab form) 





‘Higher and Higher’ (68)* 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (105) . 
‘Tobacco Road’ (418)* 


‘Two for the Show’ (124) . 
‘My Dear Children’ (117) 


‘See My Lawyer’ (224) 
‘Key Largo’ (105) 
‘Fifth Column’ (87) . 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ (79)* . 
‘Leave It to Me’ (64) 
‘Lady in Waiting’ (77)* 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ (40)* 
‘Two On an Island’ (96) 





*Still current on Broadway 


TAC Accuses ‘Night’ Of 
Inciting War, But Makes 





Theatre Arts Committee, radical 
group, last week began picketing the 
Alvin theatre, N. Y., where Robert 
E. Sherwood’s’ anti-Nazi,  anti- 
Soviet drama, ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ is playing. At the same time, 
members of the outfit began cir- 
culating a pamphlet, TAC News, in 
the form of a tabloid newspaper. 
It was passed out at various points 
in the Times Square area around 
curtain time. 

Huge headline on the sheet 
stated, ‘Broadway Declares Peace,’ 
with lower banner lines reading, 
‘Calls for Halt to War Hysteria,’ 
‘TAC Mobilizes Show Business’ and 
‘War Mongers Capture Alvin Thea- 
tre.” Stories inside attempted to 
show that radio and the newspapers 
are plotting to drag the U. S. into 





was sharply emphasized by the leap 
in the purchase of film rights. Dur- 
ing 1938-39 picture sales hit a new 
low, but last year there was a healthy 
improvement, the approximate total 
being $720,000. Season of 1930-40 
virtually doubles that figure, the esti- 
mated total being $1,200,000. 
‘Dinner,’ ‘Animal’ Rights 

Rights for eight of. the season’s 
productions were obtained, as against 
three for the 1939-40 terms, when 
attractions dated in previous seasons 
upped the total. ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ looks like the top price 
show, but the deal has not been con- 
summated. A straight percentage 
arrangement was nearly entered into, 
authors and producer to get a share 
from the first boxoffice dollar, which 
would mean that a record high might 
have been attained. It now appears 
that the authors (George S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart), who also have 3 
share in the production with Sam H. 
Harris, will produce the picture and 
a definige price for the rights will be 


agreed on, probably more than 
| $256,000. 
‘The Male Animal’ brought the 


next best figure of $150,000, with ‘Too 
Many Girls,’ $100,000, and ‘The World 
We Make,’ $100,000, following. Latter 
buy was something of a surprise, 
Warners, which financed the flop, 
taking over the rights. Firm was the 
most active in legit backing. ‘Sky- 
lark’ brought a good figure at $85,000. 
In all, the film buys were a break in 
favor of authors, whose share is 60% 
of the rights sales, 
Mere Hellywood Buys 

There were at least eight shows of 
the season before and further back 
also bought by Hollywood during 
1939-40. ‘The Philadelphia Story’ 
went to Metro for $150,000. Last year 
the rights were owned by the star,, 
Katharine Hepburn, and, Philip 
Barry, the author. It, too, was to 
have been a percentage deal, and a 
theoretical price of $35,000 made for 
it. ‘The Little Foxes,’ last season’s 





war. Also contained scathing arti- 
cles about Sherwood and ‘Night’ 
and an editorial which omitted the 
Soviet invasion of Finland from a 
list of recent wars. Petition de- 
manding President Roasevelt. ‘Keep 
America Out of Europe’s War’ was 
slipped between the. pages. 


hysterical, less. ingeniously-present- 
ed pacifistic argument than TAC’s 
other recent publication, ‘The Actor 
Presents War.’ And unlike the early 
TAC pamphlets, it failed to carry 
a list of the organization’s officers, 
charter members, founders, spon- 
sors, etc. Many of the latter, who, 
when the group was formed con- 
tributed money or joined with the 
idea that it was intended to encour- 
age the theatre, have since resigned 
or refused to permit their names to 
be used any longer. 

Where TAC obtains the financing 
to pay for its propaganda and 
similar activity isn’t disclosed. 





hit, was finally disposed of at $100,- 
000. Total sales of previous seasons’ 
shows approximated $400,000. Some 
did not come under the present 
Dramatists Guild contract, manager 
and authors splitting 50-50. 

Among the revivals there were no 
standout successes, save the one- 
week showing of ‘The Taming of the 
Shrew,’ which played for the Finland 
sufferers. ‘Juno and the Paycock’ 
made the longest stay and was fairly 
profitable, Repeats of the full-length 
‘Hamlet’ and ‘Richard II’ were lim- 
ited engagements, getting moderate 
results. 

Rights for the top comedy of the 
season, ‘Life With Father,’ have been 
bid for, but the producer has no in- 
tention of selling, since the length 
of its Broadway stay can hardly be 
determined, show being capacity 
since opennig. Offers were made for 
‘Tobacco Road,’ but the management 
is holding out, the engagement being 
indefinite and another road season 
heing booked. 





(Grossed $917,000 three previous seasons) 
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Sure to Lay Off Russia’ : 


In general, the sheet was a more} 
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(Original company went on full-season tour, while second 
company remained in New York) 
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(Grossed $512,700 on the read before reaching Broadway) 
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way season—it has done so for two 
consecutive seasons. 

Opening Sept. 22, 1938, the vaude- 
ville-revue drew pannings from most 
of the critics (in common with ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ at the Forrest, N. Y., 
the long-run record-holder), but 
quickly spurted to top money at the 
46th Street and was moved to the 
larger Winter Garden. Recently had 
one week of $20,000, but few others 
have been under $25,000 and many 
have approached $30,000. Angle is 
that the show operates for compara- 
tive peanuts, so the profits to Olsen 
and Johnson, and the Shuberts, are 
enormous. 

Top Broadway grossers for the 
season ended last Saturday (1) are 
listed above. All figures are based 
on Vartiety’s weekly poxoffice esti- 
mates. Figures in parenthesis refer 
to number of performances this sea- 
son. Asterisk indicates show is still 
running. 


Mpls. Mayor Asks 17 
Minn. City Officials 
To Hypo Legit Idea 


Minneapolis, June 4. 


Mayors of 17 Minnesota towns, in- 
vited by Mayor George E. Leach’ of 
Minneapolis, are meeting here this 
week to discuss plans to aid Henry 
Adrian in putting over hig state- 
wide dramatic stock theatre. They 
were to be asked to put the influ- 
ence of their office behind the pro- 
ject and help in enlisting subscrip- 
tion audiences. 

Adrian’s plans call for a perma- 
nent stock company with guest stars 
to offer seven plays during the fall 
and winter. Offerings would alter- 
nate openings between Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, playing four days in 
each city, and then taking to the 
road to play one-night stands in 16 
of the state’s smaller cities. 

Mayor Leach pointed out that the 
venture’s success would mean re- 
vival hereabouts of a form of enter- 
tainment which went out more than 
10 years ago with the disbanding of 
the Bainbridge dramatic stock com- 
pany here. 

The focal community is having its 
first summer repertory season of the 
strawhatter type with the opening 
of the Old Log theatre on the shores 
of Lake Minnetonka 20 miles out-- 
side the city limits. Initial offering 
of the barn theatre is ‘Pennywise,’ 
which will be followed by ‘Danger- 
ous Corner,’ with Kathryn Grill, 
who has appeared on Broadway, as 
the featured player. 

W. S. Aldrich, formerly of the 
Dallas repertory theatre, is director 
of the enterprise. Clement Rams- 
land is stage director. 
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War's Effect on B'way Legit May 
Finally Bring About Sunday Shows 





Effect of the war on legit show 
business is viewed with misgivings 
jn the light of possible curtailed pro- 
duction, This is one reaction to the 
enormous decline in securities with- 
in the past month, but as sharp an 
upturn is possible should the for- 
qunes of the Allies take a more 
favorable turn. 

Retail business in New York also 
went through a harrowing session 
Jast week, the drop in trade volume 
extending from smart shops to de- 
partment stores. Thousands of em- 
ployees were dismissed in the latter 
marts and the letouts in, the spe- 
eialty stores were comparatively as 
large. 

With conditions as they are, the 
recent proposal of legit managers 
that Sunday performances again be 
considered by the stage unions came 
at the proper time. Actors’ leaders 
concede the point that anything that 
might aid the theatre should be 
given consideration. They say that 
the managers will never be satisfied 
until the Sunday idea is thoroughly 
tried out. At the present time the 
extra pay requirements for actors 
and stagehands virtually prevents 
Sunday shows in the legit field, but 
not the other amusements. 


From the Equity end it is believed 
that if Sabbath performances are 
agreed upon as an experiment, it 
should be for an entire season and 
not for the limited period suggested 
by the managers. It would be neces- 
sary for the actor-artists unions and 
the stagehands to cooperate in the 
movement. That should not be dif- 
ficult to work out, because the deck- 
hands stipulated extra pay for Sun- 
days only after Equity insisted on 
that stipulation. 

The current air of uncertainty was 
not present during World War I 
and show business flourished through 
that period and zoomed thereafter. 
There have been no production an- 
nouncements from managers anent 
next season's activities, but such out- 
lines have been absent for a number 
of years. 


‘WIDOW NIFTY 
$39,000 IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, June 4. 


Light opera season at the Philhar- 
monic winds up end of this week, 
with town’s sole legit the Hollywood 
Theatre Alliance production, ‘Meet 
the People, at Hollywood Play- 
house. Biltmore is dark unti] mid- 
dle of July, and El] Capitan probably 
will be shuttered until midsummer. 








Opera festival winds up Saturday’ 


(8) with final performances of “The 
Red Mill.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Merry Widow,’ Philharmonic (2,- | 
700; $2.75). Quite a little interest in | 
this hardy perennial and _ take 
reached the $35,000 figure. 

‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood (1,130; $1.65) (22nd week). 

evue more than holding its own 
and parties and holiday helped for 
another sweet $6,000. 

*Osear Wilde,’ El] Capitan, Holly- 
wood (1,560; $1.65) (6th-final week). 
Curtain rung down after fairly suc- 
cessful run, with finale 
$2,000. After week’s 
goes to San Francisco. 


OLSEN-JOHNSON ICE 





SHOW DEAL NEARS |» high calibre of Jaffe’s rating in tke 


Contracts for ‘Iceapoppin,” slated 


@s a two-a-day at the Center, N. Y., | 


under the sponsorship of Olsen and 
Johnson, are in the hands of attor- 
neys. Deal is believed near clos- 
ing. The Rockefellers will be in- 
terested but whether to a greater 
extent than their installation of a 
stage ice rink at an estimated cost 
ef $35,000, is not revealed. 
Van Schmus, Center’s managing di- 
rector, represents that end of the 
deal. Unclassified revue is due dur- | 
ing July at $2.20 top. 

Others stated to be interested in- 
elude Jack Partington and Emil 
Friedlander. Latter operates Daz- 


ian's costume plant, N. Y., while the 


former is head of Fanchon & Marco. 
That firm is not in on ‘Ice,’ Parting- | 
ton’s investment being said to be | 
associated with un-named others. 





‘AMERICAN WAY’S’ OPEN 
AIR TEEOFF AUSPICIOUS 


St. Louis, June 4. 


Twenty-second consecutive season 
of al fresco entertainment sponsored 
by Municipal Theatre Assn. in For- 
est Park Playhouse got under way 
last night (Monday) with first local 
presentation of ‘The American Way’ 
by cast of 250 and 20 stage settings. 
Initial performance, under ideal 
weather conditions, attracted capacity 
and grossed approximately $5,000 

Piece will run two weeks. New 
feature is addition of a prolog in the 
form of ‘Ballad for Americans,’ sung 
by Arthur Kent, baritone, and entire 
singing ensemble. Vincent price, na- 
tive, in his first local appearance in 
full-length show, is playing role of 
Martin Gunther, which Fredric 
Mareh originated in N. Y. Norma 
Terris plays Mrs. Gunther. 


Harry M. Goetz, associate of Max 
Gordon in screen production of ‘Way’ 
for RKO, was on hand to eye style of 
local presentation under direction of 
Richard Berger. 


LOWEST EQUITY 
VOTE IN 22 
YEARS 


Analysis of the results at Equity’s 
recent election proves that it was 
the smallest vote in 22 years. Not 
since 1918, one year prior to the 
actors strike which brought thou- 
sands of new members, has the total 
been so low. Explanations offered 
are that the membership was satis- 
fied with the regular ticket gener- 
ally, or else are disinterested in any- 
thing except jobs. 

Out of nearly 2,500 members quali- 
fied to vote, only 462 did so. ‘There 
were approximately 350 paid up and 
eligible to cast ballots at the meeting 
in New York. It is clear, therefore, 
that only 112 votes were mailed from 
out of town, the smallest number 








jin the history of the association. 


Eight ballots were received after the 
election date (May 24). Such votes 
were destroyed. 

No independent ticket has ever 
won at Equity and that held true 
this time, when Tallulah Bankheal 
was the sole name on a ballot as 
candidate for council. Only 10 votes 
separated her’s and those for Sam 





| so whether such 


W. G. | 


Jaffe, whom she particularly op- 


| posed. Had the out-of-town vote 


been anywhere up to normal, the 


margin would doubtless have been | 


much wider. There were some 48 
votes invalidated but not examined, 
ballots would have 
made a difference in the Bankhead- 
Jaffe contest is theoretical. 


While the general tenor of the | 
| election session was comparatively 
|even, there was a spirited dispute 
| between Philip Loeb, leader of the | 
| militants, 
getting | who has figured in a number of con- 
layoff piece | troversial association matters. 


and Winifred Lenihan, 


Loeb 
|charged the former actress with 
| leading a faction which campaigned 


| ‘pehind doors’ against Jaffe, a sort of | 


whispering campaign. 
After Loeb commented on the 
profession, he demanded to know 
| Miss Lenihan’s reason. She first 
said that it was because of the radi- 
cally minded Theatre Arts Commit- 


zation, which Equity has tabooed. 
Loeb is said to be of the TAC group, 


tioning whether Loeb or Jaffe’s 
‘first loyalty was to Equity, or to 
some other organization. That riled 
| Loeb, whose activities in council and 





| on committees for the welfare of the | 


organization is generally known. He 
‘sought an immediate showdown by 


‘referring her to officers at hand— | 
| Bert Lytell, the president, Pau) Dull- | 


| zell, executive secretary, and Walter 

| Greaza his assistant. 

| Lytell neatly terminated the ar- 
| gument by saying that the fact he 
had been offered as reference spoke 
for itself and no further remarks 

‘ were necessary. 


Current Read Shows 


(Week of June 3) 





‘Goodbye te Leve’ (Joan Blondell) 
LLobero, Sania Barbara (7-8). 

‘Kimg Richard Hl’ (Maurice Evans) 
—Geary, San Francisco, 

‘Life Witk Father’—Blackstone, 
Chicago. 

“Meet the Peeple’— Playhouse, Hol- 
ly wood. 


‘ANIMAL’ JOINS 
LEGITS USING 
RADIO 


‘The Male Animal,’ Cort, N. Y., 
goes on the air sponsoring a series 
of Saturday supper newscasts start- 
ing this week (8) over WABC, deal 


calling for a more expensive once- 
weekly program than heretofore 
used by a legit production. Bread- 
6:30 contract with Herman Shumlin, 
who produced the play, calling fer 
$500 per program. Mention of the 
show and manager is to be made at 
the beginning, a two-minuate com- 
mercial being spotted at the pro- 
gram’s half-way mark and mention 
made again at the close. In addi- 
tion, there are four free announce- 
ments of the broadeast during the 
week. 

Two other top attractions are on 
the air, they being ‘Hellzapoppia,’ 
Winter Garden, and ‘Higher and 
Higher,’ Shubert, and both are in 
connection with morning newscasts. 

They split the week over the same 
station, immediately following news 
comments at 8:15. Material for 
the shows is straight advertising, 
plus e record of musical numbers 
from the respective scores. Though 
the plug is supposed to be limited to 
50 words, the time allotted is five 
minutes. Cost is $100 per broadcast, 








‘0 that each show is spending $300 


on radio weekly. All three deals 
were handled by the Blaine-Thomp- 
son agency. 

Among the other shows using ra- 
dic advertising is ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
Mansfield, going on the air with 
transcribed programs principally at 
night. In addition there are after- 
noon broadcasts from the pavement 
in front of the theatre. 





Bway Slips Again on War News: 
‘Louisiana , $35,000, New Leader, 
Grass, $20,000, Father’ Still 19G 





Evans $9,500 im S. F. 


San Francisco, June 4. 
The Curran, dark after a success- 
ful week of light opera, leaves the 
Geary with the sole legit offering 
this week. Maurice Evans, in ‘Rich- 
ard II,’ closes his second week's en- 
gagement here with a final gross of 

approximately $9,500 at $2.75 top. 


The third of the light operas opens 
at the Curran, June 3, with Jarmila 
Novotna heading the cast of the 
‘Merry Widow’. 





FATHER’, 14446, * 


NOW ALONE 
IN CH 


Chicago, June 4. 


Two shows finished seasons here 
Saturday (1) and the town’s entire 
legit situation is now in the hands 
of ‘Life with Father,’ which is run- 
ning profitably in its 16th week at 
the Blackstone. 


Shuttering were the Harris, where 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ wound 
up a powerful 23-week gallop, and 
Selwyn, which closed a good season 
with six weeks of ‘Little Foxes.’ 

Next show slated for Chicago will 
include Al Jolson, Ruby Keeler and 
Martha Raye in ‘Hold Onto Your 
Hats’ at the Grand, July 7. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (15th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Now all alone 
in town, with the absence of com- 
petition a detriment rather than an 
asset. Held to splendid $14,600 last 


week. 

‘Little Foxes,’ Selwyn (6th-final 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Upped in final 
week to $11,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Har- 
ris (23d and final week) (1,000; 
_ 75). Was the long run winner of 

the loop’s season topping anything 
that me in town, and grossed 
considerably over $300,000 for the 
23-week stay. Wound up at $8,000. 











| during his 


| mingled 
tee, said to be a Red front organi- | 


but it is not clear that Jaffe belongs. | 
Miss Lenihan then switched, ques- | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





Matter of dead billing, for years a recurring issue on Broadway, is again 
Number of billboards ballyhooing shows that 
closed is extensive, with about a dozen such displays to be seen in the 
45th street block between Broadway and 8th avenue. 
the signs refer to shows that were playing Shubert houses. 


Golden theatre (Shubert) has about half-a-dozen signboards across the 
those for ‘Two for the Show,’ 
and ‘Skylark,’ all now closed. Alleyway between the Plymouth 
| and Booth (both Shubert) and one next to the Morosco (Shubert) also 
have dead shows billed. Huge sign on the side of the 44th Stree theatre 
still announces ‘Liliom,’ which closed several weeks ago. 


causing comment. 


front, 
dren’ 


including 





Buddy DeSylva, having presented two standout musicals on Broadway— 
Purchase,’ Imperial, and ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 
initial season as a producer, has gone to the Coast for a rest. 
| He has no intention of re-entering the picture business, planning another 
Herbert Fields will join him in California soon and they 
to write the book for the new musical, score by Cole Porter. 


‘Louisiana 


show next fall. 


are slated 


There will be no name replacement for Betty Grable in ‘DuBarry, 
Bond stepping into her part from the chorus. 
a film for 20th during the summer, but may return for the new DeSylva 


show. 





Theatrica] Managers, Agents and Treasurers union was not directly con- 

cerned with internal disputes that led to the ousting of three members of 

| the motion picture division. Latter is in the TMAT setup, but is autono- 
mous, having its own treasury and officers. 


Ousted members charged that the film groups’ funds had been co- 
with personal money of its treasurer, 
asked for an accounting. That motion, and an application for a writ to 
restrain the division from hearing charges of anti-union activity, 


thrown out of court. 





Last two performances of ‘Morning Star,’ Longacre, N. Y.. 
tised Saturday (1), but over the weekend it was decided to continue for | 
Explained that a backer, not said to be connected | 
with the management, is mene the show against loss during that | 


another two weeks 


period and possibly longer. 


profitable proportions, 
goal is attained. 


have 


In nearly all cases 


‘My Dear Chil- 


46th Street— 


Ruth 
Miss Grable will appear in 


Joseph Silverman, and 


was 


were adver- 


+ 


| Selwyn and the Shuberts; 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (comedy), D (drama), R 
(revue), M (musical), F (farce), O 
(operetta). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(26th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Whole 
list slipped, with war news figured 
the basic reason; takings here around 
$22,500, 

‘Grey Farm’, Hudson. Closed Sate 
urday (1) after playing four weeks 
to meagre business; estimated under 
$1,500. 


‘Hellzapoppin,” Winter Garden 
(89th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Went 
off like ethers, but still did very well 
considering; gross approached $22,- 
Higher and Higher,’ Shubert (9th 
week) M-1,375; $4.40). Another 
highly rated ‘musical that dipped, yet 


played too business; also 
rated ty 
‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadhurst 
(2d week) (R-1,142; $4.40). New 
revue drew about three-quarters 
capacity for first full week; takings 
app $20,000. 
‘Ladies in * Miller (10th 
week) (D-940; $3.30). Straight plays 


affected in offish going as much as 
some musicals; import quoted bit 
over $9,000 and slated well into sum- 


mer. 
‘Lady in Waiting’ Beck (G-1,100; 
$3.30). Final and 11th week; 


moderately well and slated to ‘stick; 
sharp drop Menday caused closing 
notice; $9,000 


‘Love's Old ‘Bweet Seng,’ Plymouth 
(5th week) ¢CD-1,075; $3.30). With 
subscription period over, takings de- 
pend on general trade; around $9.- 
pare: summer continuance not defi- 
nite. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (30th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Tops in ticket 
demand; still playing to standees; did 
not slip’ because of strong arenes 
sales and paee still over $19,000 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Im rial (ist 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). oadway’s 
new a book musical virtual ca- 
pacity all week; registered great 
$31, in seven performances, but 
$8.80 first night equivalent to eighth 
time; preceded by benefit showing 
Monday (27), which placed week’s 
actual takings at more than $35,000. 


‘Man Whe Came te Dinner,’ Mu- 
sic Box (33d week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Under capacity for some weeks; 
socked especially on Memorial Day 
night; $15,000; rather goodly profit at 
that level and aimed through sum- 
mer. 


‘Margin for Error,’ Majestic (31st 
week) (C-715; $1.65). Can operate 
to moderate takings and is slated to 
stick; around $7,000; okay consider- 
ing the scale and trends. 

‘Merning Star," Longacre 
week) (C-1,012; $2.20). Was slated 
to fold last Saturday, then an- 
nounced for another two weeks; 
went off like others; bit over $4,500, 
which may better even break. 

‘Russian Bank,’ St. James. Dropped 
out Saturday (1) as expected after 
playing week and two days; $1,000, 
or Avice 


(7th 


parate Rooms,’ Mansfield (10th 
weet” (C-1,014; $3.30). Using vari- 
ous types of reduced tickets and 
grossing enough for —— ey 
somewhat down last week . $5500 


‘The Male Animal,” Cort (2ist 
week) (C-964; $3.30). Little change 
in pace, but still making money and 
should hold ever through hot pe- 
riod; approximated $11,000. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(5th week) (D-1,357; $3.30). Stays the 
top straight show grosser, though 
dipped under the roe pace of 
first weeks; claimed 

‘Tobaceo Road,’ Forrest (347th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Attendance 
perked up first time since scale was 
dropped from $1.65 and takings 


| quoted well over $4,000; profitable 


with low cost hookup. 


‘Walk With Music,’ 
(M-1,104; $3.30). 


Barrymore 
Presented by Ruth 
score by 
Hoagy Carmiehael; book by Guy 
Bolton and others; originally’ called 
‘Three After Three’; opened Tues- 





day. 
ADDED 
‘Leve for Leve,’ Hudson (C-1,094: 
$3.30). Revival ef Congreve comedy 


iby the Players Club with name cast: 
nnounced for one week; opened 


| Seoama. 
Engagement was extended in the nnpietetion that business developed to | ‘Pins and Needles,” Windsor (13)st 


Guarantor will participate in the profits if that week) 
junionists revue due off 





(R-961; $1.65). Garment 
in three 
weeks; may play summer dates and 


then tour; around $5,000, which gets 


Backing of ‘Gray Farm,’ produced by Irving Cooper, which closed zt the | cee by. 


Hudson, N. Y., Saturday (1) after four meagre weeks, is said to have been | 
provided by the wife of Oscar Homolka, featured player. 


She is the! 


daughier of Eugene Meyer, former head ef the Federal Reserve Bank. 


It wes Homolka’s first appearance on Broadway. 
actor and was formerly in a Max Reinhardt production abroad. 


j done some picture work over here. 


He was an Austrian 
He has 


|oceasioned b 
| Olivier and 
|to England; $14,000, was a drop, but 


‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
$3.30). 


51st (1,609; 
Final and 4th week: closing 

plan of Laurence 
ivien Leigh to return 


better than even operating break; 
production heavily in red, however. 























= 5 ote 
ey ee] eens m Aart mn ye 


Sia a atin 
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Plays on Broadway 





Louisiana Purchase 
RG 


DeSylva production of two-act mu- | 


,other dance specialist prominent in 
}and out of the running time. 
There are six showgirls, all look- 


N. Y. TRACKS HIRE FEW 


B’WAY BOXOFFICE MEN 





Broadway boxoffice men are well 
' represented among the ticket selling 


|} comedy (45 scenes), starring William ! / . . : ; 1. Y¥. World’s Fair 
es on, Veet Zorina, Victor Moore; fea- | ers, aS are the 20 an the line. There contingent at the N. Y ° 
turing Ivene Bordoni, Songs, Irving Ber- | are 15 boys, making it a most gen-) but very few have gotten jobs at the 
Dediyive;. ao Fee e ee ear Mactirezoc, /erous lineup in that respect, along) racetracks, At Belmont, where more 
Jess IVa; st¢ 24 y Ug Ms 7 ror; if ss é m a a 
Gances. George Balanchine; costumes and | With the two specialty quartets. lthan 500 are in the mutuel cages 
areners, Tom Tee; dances. Carl Randa\,| Morrie Ryskind’s book is rich and either as sellers or cashiers, only 15 

iste irection, Robt. >mm olan: ete ; s 
brchestrations, Ftussell Rennett; vocal ar- | Permits the plot _ ?— aa regular treasurers are reported there. 
poeeeeces Sen ne as ber ta Made t00 MUCn BO, He mus | Some complaints have been heard 
boys; six show girls. Opened May 2s. | comedy purposes. The pseudo-Sam |}, 11) aoulations, which stipulate 
"4, al Imperial, N. ¥., to $8.80 top; resu-| T iehowitz legal intro, that this tale, ‘at the regulations, ; y 
lar top, $4.40, P a: a "yee l ° k ‘ a fj ay that not more than 15% of out-of- 
eee Georgia Carrol! | Of Louisiana politico knavery is ‘fic- | As “ 
Gain Lievowllz.... ee rseeeeeeees John Eliot | titious,” and hence is of no concern towners may be employed in suc 
fol. Davis D. Davis, Sr...... ee oma ‘for libel laws. etc.. sets it nicely. The berths, have not been complied with. 

OT cccseccrccccccccecveveceses ‘icodemus | , eae a - : ‘ . 
Pais i, MSGR, SF. 000000000: Ray Mayer ; analogy is as obvious as a Hitler Explained that quite a number of 
Dear oer RO ene Ralph Riggs | protectorate. mates seabesees see tate Sheed 
>] "s d j Jt) Pree eee eee ee) bd . . 3 - ‘ 
Polke Captain tfield.. Ralph Riggs. vet musicomedy ers, with quite a contingent from up- 


Edward H. Robins | 


Fim Taylor.cccccccccccseces William Gaxton | 
Beatrice. .ccccccccccceveseeeses Carol Bruce 

Wish TO IGinn. 600000009060 d068 Nick Long, Jr. | 
GSmmy-Lou ....ccccccccccccceee- April Ames | 
Marina Van Linden............ Vera Zorina | 

(By arrangement with Samuel Goldwyn) 

Madame Bordelaise.........-- Irene Bordoni | 
oe Oliver P. Loganberry.. Victor Moore | 
AIPHONSE...ccecececeeeees Charles La_ Torre | 


Hugh Martin | 
Ralph Blane | 
The Martins. .ccccccceces Jo Jean Rogers | 


Phyllis Rogers | 


|Edward H. Robins and 


dancer, is the state university dean 
mixed in with the political machine. 
Ray Mayer (Evans and), vaude vet, 
Nicodemus 
(Harlem hocfer with a socko spe- 
cialty) are other cast prominents. 


‘Purchase’ is a sort of Hollywood | 


repatriation collaboration. DeSylva 
already marked his, of course, earl- 
ier this season with his other current 
hit production, ‘DuBarry Was a 


state N. Y. Attencance has been so 
light and the number of men quali- 
fied is so large that the jobs ave 
staggered, a considerable percentage 
working three days weekly. Ticket 
sellers receive $8 per day, with cash- 
liers getting $10 daily. 

Shortages for which the men are 
| held liable have been reported not 





John Panter Lady.’ For Berlin, this is his first | infrequent and, in one instance, a 

The Buccaneers. ..secsees Jonn Eliot | Broadway musical composing since | cashier had $400 less than should 
James Phillips;‘As Thousands Cheer’ eight years | have been on hand. One mutuel 

Pramier Danseur.......... Charles Laskey | ago, Librettist Morrie Ryskind like-| man was caught dipping into the 





‘Louisiana Purchase’ is a svelte' 
musical. It has about everything | 
from marquee names and production | 
yalues to song and dance. What) 
it lacks in comedy and satire can 
be brushed aside. It’s a _ sock 
show, good for hefty boxoffice. Con- 
idering the setup it needs sturdy 
a. to get out. 

The highlights are many. Irving 
Berlin’s set of songs are already as- 
serting themselves via radio and 


comer, whom Buddy DeSylva enlist- 
~ from his past performances as 
te) 


nwit Teller’s fashion and window- |: 


display designer has done a distin- 
uished job. He brings to the thea- 
e new ideas in decor, as to cos- 
tumes and scenery, that should rap- 
diy catapult him to the fore in that 
eld, supplementing his mercantile 
designing. 

The star quartet are all capital, 
lus a newcomer, Carol Bruce, from 
ands and the niteries, whose swing- 

swing style of song salesmanship 
fast established her with the first- 
nighters. Gaxton, per usual, is an 
affable male lead and Moore is still 
a funny man frequently surmount- 
ing the limited comedy opportunities 
allotted him. Vera Zorina, billed as 
‘by courtesy of Sam Goldwyn,’ vir- 
tually makes ‘Purchase’ her show. 
Hubby George Balanchine’s ballets 
give her ample terp opportunities 
and she makes good usage thereof to 
the hilt. Slotted in a sort of Cin- 
derella role, she makes the slick 
lege politician (Gaxton) capitu- 
ate, as does she also, after weighing 
the merits of ‘Old Man’s Darling— 
Young Man’s Slave?’ in her very ex- 
pressive interpretative ballet. 

Irene Bordoni’s comeback was sal- 
voed with something of a minor ova- 
tion, easily the most: sentimentally 
enthusiastic welcome accorded any 
of the cast. In the role of the res- 
taurant owner she does an expert 


| wise has been writing-producing on ' cash drawers of others and was dis- 





characterization, besides handling 
two of Berlin’s best tunes, “Tomor- 
row Is a Lovely Day’ and ‘Latins 
Know How.’ 


Perhaps the best tune, a tiptop 
rhythm song, the title number, is 
introed by- Carl Bruce, alumna of 
Larry Clinton’s band and knocking 
around in cafes and vaudeville, with 


a couple of minor legit opportunities, | 


the Coast for the past five years. 
Zorina, after ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
returned to pictures, this marking 
her second Broadway musical. 
Withal, it’s all to Broadway's pay 

el. 


LOVE FOR LOVE 


Comedy in four acts by William Con- 
greve, revived by The Players, with all- 
star cast. Designed and directed by Rob- 
ert Edmond Jones; special music, Macklin | 
Marrow; prolog and epilog, Charles Han- 
son Towne, delivered by Walter Hampden; 


missed after being beaten up. 


Play Abroad 


PRESENT ARMS 


London, May 19. 
Musical comedy in two acts (10 scenes); 
book, Fred Thompson; additional dialog, 
Bert Lee; music, Noel Gay; dances, 
Freddie Carpenter; scenery and dresses, 
Doris Zinkeisen; presented by Tom Arnold 














costumes, Millia Davenport; dances, Mrs. 
Carter-Waddell. At Hudson, N. Y., June 
3, ’40, one week only; $9 top. 

Sir Sampson Legend...... Thomas Chalmers 
errr ere rete ee Barry Jones 
ON cs 55'6:4.05 5040554006065 Leo G. Carroll 
a pee heeid arn ween Edgar Stehli 
err Bobby Clark 
WIE . 5 0.5.s cee's ceseeveges Dydley Digges 
CT Pr rere er Romney Brent 
WURMIBMG, 626s csecessieedes Herbert Ranson 
RL Ne ig a eS S eae ee eee 4. G. Andrews 
OS eer err rr Tre cs Paul Parka 
pS ee ee eee Cornelia Ctis Skinner 
Mrs. Foresight .....cccecccceees Peggy Wood 
BEE, PPB cs cccccccccusepceces Violet Heming 
| re Dorothy Gish 
ROE ic cccsconcceppesonees Jack Prescott 
| ME CCTe Tee CTE Te. J. Ascher Smith 


Sailors—Johu Seymour. Neil Skinner, Rich- 
ard Ellington, Jack Penwell. 





Two and a half centuries ago, come 
the end of the run of ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
a young English playwright, William 
Congreve, dashed off a bit of wit 
called ‘Love for Love,’ which The 
Players have selected for their spring 
revival for a week’s engagement in 
the Hudson theatre. It’s a museum 
piece of bawdy Restoration comedy, 
possessing very little of theatrical 
entertainment or interest, aside from 
its longevity. 

Cast of expert players, prompted 
by a great deal more spirit and in- 
spiration than the piece deserves, 
give a good performance, aided not 


and Harry Foster; staged by Harry Silves- 
ter; at Prince of Wales theatre, London. 

CDIOURs, cccccccesicosooes Charles Stone 
BEIGE TUONO cc ccsccccesneseses Doris Ashton 
Vera Stanley.........-ceee--.Sonia Howard 
Bertha Lovitt...... .-+e-- Betty Warren 
PG POCO: .c0s0eee8 coteccooe Ee Thee 
De CED. 0-006 ¢0b0s600 0008 Max Bacon 
DOREY TORE. cevesccosicooesess Evelyn Dall 
 SOROT . 000 cessecestenees Max Wall 
CHATS PORNY.«.ccccccecceseces George Gee 
MOUS PICRIOS. cs cccccsacscesoes Billy Bennett 
iy, SAPP eREeee rr ee 5 ee ae Julie Suedo 
EEE ee ore Phyllis Monkman 
Lieut. Dick Graham...... Charles Cornford 





With the partial transfer of the 
European battlefield to Holland and 
Belgium, some of the straight plays 
postponed their premieres. until 


so ‘Present Arms,’ which is an ex- 
cellent tonic of timeliness. 


It is a well manufactured musical 
made up of the best ingredients, the 
most important of which is a cast 
that can do things. This is supple- 
mented by unpretentious but artistic 
scenery, properly lighted, a small 
but very competent chorus of nifties 
suitably drilled, a male chorus in 
khaki that harmonizes attractively 
and what is almost a plot. Presenta- 
tion throughout is bright and classy. 
As a twice nightly, designed solely 
and wholly to amplify the antics of 
a group of legit comedians, it is dif- 
a to imagine how it can possibly 

ail. 











a little by attractive costuming, some 
clever staging and bright settings. In 
the top roles are Barry Jones, Bobby 
1Clark (making his drama debut), 


| 
| Dudley Digges, Cornelia Otis Skin- 


|ner, Peggy Wood, Violet Heming and 
Dorathy Gish. 





There is a diversity of opinion as 
to the percentage of good marks 
scored by the respective purveyors 
of comedy. Raves are in store for 
Evelyn Dall, in his first appearance 
in an actual playing part; Max Wall, 
heretofore mostly a dancer, comes in 
for favorable mention as an eccen- 





As a tipoff that the scene is laid in 


including a road ‘Scandals.’ z= 
marks her legit debut of importance , neither Asbury Park nor Montauk 
and she becomes a musical comedy | Point, the program notes that the ac- 
fixture henceforth on strength of her; tion takes place in London, 1695. 
performance. She reprises ‘Louisi-| Everything is different except the 
ana Purchase’ through both acts and | conversation. As for the dialog, it is 
clicks again later with another) spicy in spots, loaded with entendre, 
rhythm number, ‘The Lord Done and slightly more obvious than cur- 
Fixed Up My Soul.’ | rent librettoes of Broadway musicals. 
Most prominet throughout is Zor-| Whereas promiscuity today is 
ina. With Gaxton she does ‘Outside, masked in Cole Porter rhythm and 
of That I Love You’; with Moore she! lyric, they came right out and spoke 
handles ‘You're Lonely and I’m the riaughty words in 1695. It’s a 
Lonely,’ two first-act song standouts, | tossup with the audience which sys- 
besides plenty of plastic toe work in tem holds the edge. Congreve has 
the finale spectacle, doubling from, the years on his side. 
the Queen of the Mardi Gras to the! It is difficult to imagine ‘Love for 
Queen of the Creoles, two distinctive | Love’ ever was presented with more 
specialties. Charles Laskey, premier allure in its feminine players. Or 
danseur, is an able vis-a-vis through-! for that matter, that the low comedy 
out. In the-second act, again with|role of Ben was ever acted with a 
Gaxton, she has another ballad, | gayer spirit than Bobby Clark gives 
Fools Fall in Love,’ thence the/to the part. Erase from the script 
young-old man’s interpretative con-| some of the less amusing and duller 
ceit. ; moments, and Clark with the Misses 
Another mewcomer _ songstress, | Wood, Heming and Gish might pro- 


April Ames, with Nick Long, Jr.,|} ‘Lov ’ for ei 
makes much of ‘You Can’t Brush Me! see. ove for Love’ tor another cen 


Off,’ specialty backed by a rhythmic! ,,," 


vocal quartet, The Martins (yclept | There’s a plot and it’s an involved 
Hugh Martin, Ralph Blane, Jo Jean 
and Phyllis Rogers) and The Bucca- 


affair about an elder, dissolute son| 


who is under pressure to sign away 
his inheritance in favor of a younger 


neers (John Panter, John Eliot, Don 
Cortez and James Phillips), make 
much of crack vocal arrangements by 
Hugh Martin. Miss Ames, with Long, 
also effective in the ‘Purchase’ song, 
reprised with Miss Bruce in the first} scenery and staged the play. Millia 
act. Moore’s vocal nonsense is re-/Davenport’s costuming is lovely and 
stricted to the ‘Lonely’ duet with! the few bits of incidental music com- 
Zorina and his own ‘What Chance posed by Macklin Marrow, are light 
Have I?’ number in the second act, and tuneful. Miss Wood sings a few 
a good lyric song, which might call| bars quite charmingly, and Bobby 
for extra choruses on the strength Clark does a vigorous hornpipe. 

of its premiere reception. Along! And they had the same name for 
with Laskey, Harold Haskins is an-/j it in 1695. Flin, 


brother. There’s make-believe mad- 
ness, timid lawyers and cuckold old- 
sters. 


Robert Edmond Jones designed the 





tric comedian; Billy Bennett, with 
his unique personality, also can’t be 
| overlooked, Phyllis Monkman, who 
doesn’t appear until the second part, 
is admirably fitted with a song hit 
which she augments with her leg- 
mania. Then there’s George Gee, 
Betty Warren and Wylie Watson, all 
of whom are high spots, with an ex- 
tra bow to Watson. Jolo. 
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Leigh offered ,their services to Eng- 
| land and reputedly were advised by 
| cable from London to report for 


| duty. Boxoffice stopped selling tick- 


|; ets for this week, but resumed Fri- 
| day (31) and the deadline is set for 
Saturday (8). Refunds on _ ticket 
sales beyond that date will amount 
to $9,000. Prior to debut the ad- 
vance sale was $35,000. 


‘Russian Bank,’ which stopped at 
the St. James Saturday (1) after 
week and three performances, is re- 
ported having dropped more than 
$18,000. It was announced to fold 
after the first two days, but held 
over because the management was 
liable for another week's salaries to 
the cast. Figured it cost an additional 
$1,700 to operate last week, but the 
receipts were reported away under 
that figure. 


For one performance of ‘Bank’ the 
| takings -were said to have totaled 

less than $90. On the same night the 
' statement for ‘Grey Farm,’ Hudson, 
| which also folded, had a gross of $23. 





matters became more settled. Not; 





Literati 





Mull Nat’l Guild Bargaining 

A meeting of the Hearst Chain Ad- 
visory Council of the American 
Newspaper Guild has been called for 
Sunday (9) in Detroit, to consider 
the results of. the first national edi- 
torial bargaining results in the 
ANG’s history. The council will act 
on the proposals put forth by Harvey 
J. Kelly, the Hearst labor counsel, to 
a number of ANG leaders. 

Bargaining with Hearst on a na- 
tional basis resulted from a sug- 
gestion by Kelly following the settle- 
ment of the Chicago strike. ANG 
was quick to agree, feeling much 
time and effort could be saved by a 
pact with Hearst on a national basis, 
and that it would lead to national 
pacts with other newspaper chains 
and wire services. 

Among the proposals put forth by 
Kelly is a three-year contract. Lo- 
cal contracts have been for one year. 
Kelly also asked, on behalf of the 
Hearst organization, freedom to fire 
for economy and a part-Guild shop. 





Mademoiselle’s Precedent 

Merchandising tieup with adver- 
tisers employed by Mademoiselle, the 
Street & Smith mag, which has made 
it a phenomenal money-maker, is be- 
‘ing adopted by most of the pubs for 
femmes, and will be the basic policy 
_¢ef a new periodical which George C. 
Delacorte, Jr., is to bring out in the 
fall. 

Delacorte, who heads the Dell 

group of publications, will publish 
his new mag away from his others. 
It’s to be called Fashion, with Kath- 
erine Johnson to edit. Budget for 
Fashion is a reputed $500,000. 
Directors of Fashion will be femme 
merchandising experts, rather than 
publishers, which is indicative of the 
stress to be placed on the tieups with 
advertisers. That policy resulted in 
Mademoiselle’s conversion from a 
loser, when acquired by S. & S., into 
a pronounced winner. - 
Lineage increases of Mademoiselle 
under its merchandising deals have 
been of record proportions, and 
ever-mounting. It’s now with the 
femme mag leaders, although hardly 
comparable in circulation. 











Standish Does a Merriwell 

Efforts of friends and well-wishers 
have resulted in the complete reha- 
bilitation of Gil Patten, whose finan- 
cial difficulties became known over a 
suit to oust him from his New York 
apartment. 

Not only has a substantial fund 
been raised for Patten by F.P.A. 
(Franklin P. Adams) and others, but 
a deal has been arranged for him 
with the Alliance Book Corp. where- 
by he will do a novel on his famed 
character, Frank Merriwell, as an 
adult. 

As Burt L. Standish, Patten, in 
20 years, turnec out around 200 vol- 
umes On Frank and Dick Merriwell. 
An estimated 125,000,000 copies of 
the books have been sold. Patten is 
now in Maine, at work on the newest 
Merriwell, which he intends to have 
ready for fall publication. 





Mag’s Plagiarism Charge 

Fox Publications, Inc., filed suit 
Friday (31) in the N. Y. federal court 
against Abraham Goodman, doing 
business as Timely Publishers, Kable 
News Co., and Interborough News 
Co., seeking an injunction, account- 
ing of profits and damages against 
the defendants who are charged with 
infringing on two of the plaintiff’s 
magazines. 

Plaintiff's magazines are Mystery 
Men Comics and The Blue Beetle. 
and the defendant’s magazine, of 
which the March, April, and June is- 
sues have been published, is called 
Mystery Comics. The alleged plag- 
ig@rism consists of copying many of 
the plaintiff's magazine features. All 
of the aforementioned publications 
are comic strips, 





Don Winslow Cartoon Suit 

Constantine Brown filed suit Fri- 
day (31) in N. Y. federal court 
against Bell Syndicate, Inc., Henry 
M. Snevily, John N. Wheeler and 
Frank Martinek, charging breach of 
contract, infringement of copyright 
and seeking $50,000 damages. 

The plaintiff, the foreign editor of 
the Washington Star, claims to have 
originated a new idea for a comic 
strip in July, 1939, and having en- 
tered a contract with the Bell Syn- 
dicate to publish the cartoon, known 
as ‘The Invisable Cap,’ March 18, 
1940. The contract ran to May 6, at 
which time it was subject to a year’s 
renewal, it’s alleged. It is claimed 
the defendants turned the idea over 
to Martinek, who devised a cartoon 
called ‘Don Winslow of the Navy,’ 





and the defendants have been pub- 
lishing the plagiarizing cartoon. An 
injunction and accounting of profits 
are also sought. 





Philly Dailies Resist Guild 

The publishers of three Philly 
newspapers, for the first time in the 
history of that city, banded together 
last week to resist the demands of 
their employes, members of the 
American Newspaper ‘Guild, for pay 
increases. 

Officials of the Inquirer, Record 
and Evening Ledger sent a joint let- 
ter to local officials of the Guild in 
which they declared that none of the 
papers was in a position to grant any 
wage increases, The letter was signed 
by George Kearney, publisher of the 
Ledger, Luther A. Harr, treasurer 
of the Record, and Charles A. Ty- 
ler, general manager of the In- 
quirer. Contracts between the Guild 
and all three papers expire this sum- 
mer. 





NEW PERIODICALS 

Snap, wholly pic mag, mostly of 
girl art. Published in New York, 
and to appear monthly. 

Big City, monthly tab paper re- 
lating tales and gossip of New York. 
Harry Baronian is editor, with Henri 
La Mothe assistant ed, and Maurice 
Roberts photo ed. 





LITERATI OBITUARIES 

James W. Reardon, 71, associate 
editor of the Boston Sunday Adver- 
tiser, died Thursday (30) in that 
city. He was the first city editor of 
the Boston Evening American when 
that paper began publication in 1904, 
and had previously served in the 
same capacity on the Boston 
Traveler. 

John Leighton Stewart, 63, pub- 
lisher and editor of the Washington 
(Pa.) Observer, and founder of the 
Pennsylvania Publishers Association, 
died Friday (31) in Washington. 

Bruce Calvert, 73, writer, and 
founder and publisher since 1908 of 
the mag, The Open Road, died Fri- 
day (31) in New York. He had 
turned over the mag to associates 
only two weeks before, preparatory 
to retiring. 

George W. Evans, 66, for the past 
17 years night ‘editor of the Balti- 


city after a long illness, 





CHATTER 

Stuart Cloete is in New Orleans, 
working on a new novel. 

First prize of $100 in Story Maga- 
zine’s college short story contest won 
by Mary Medearis. : 

Creighton Scott, whose parents, 
Cyril Scott and Evelyn Scott, are 
novelists, has turned novelist him- 
self. 

Charles Morgan, the London Times 
drama crick, has delivered a new 
novel to Macmillan for publication 
in the U. S. 

Edmond Taylor, the Chicago 
Tribune foreign correspondent, is 
the latest of the fraternity to do a 
book on Europe. 

Edward Spector, business manager 
of the Pittsburgh Symphony, at 
work on a new play with a symph 
and Hollywood background. 

Houghton Mifflin will bring out 
posthumously ‘Jacoby’s Corners,’ by 
the late Jake Falstaff, the columnist 
and humorist. F.P.A. has done a 
foreword. 

Peter Tompkins, of the N.Y. Her- 
ald Tribune news bureau in Rome, 
has become a bridegroom in the 
Italian capital. Bride is the former 
Pauline Robertson. 

J. C. Sells, Jr., becomes editor of 
the Cooleemee (N. C.) Journal, fill- 
ing post left vacant by death of his 
father, J. C. Sells, following recent 
automobile accident. 

Bulletin-Index, Pittsburgh week- 
ly, plenty burned uy at its one-time 
editor, John O’Hara, for crack he 
made about the mag in a recent New 
York Times interview. 

John Gunther leaves for the Euro- 
pean war zone shortly to do pieces 
on the conflict for the NANA mem- 
ber papers. 

Cass Canfield, the Harper head, 
back after a short trip to England 
to ascertain what—if anything—the 
firms’ foreign scribblers have no tap. 

F. Van Wyck Mason and Benjamin 
Appel partied by their respective 
publishers in N.Y. upon the publi- 
cation of their new books. 

Emanuel H. Lavine will have his 
‘Assignment to Headquarters: The 
Reminiscences of a New York Police 
Reporter’ published by Vanguard in 
late summer. 

‘Fire and the Wood,’ by R. C. 
Hutchinson, Literary Guild choice for 
next September, bought by Red 





Book mag. 


more Sun, died Sunday (2) in that 





| 
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~ Broadway 


Frank Wirth has moved offices to 
Radio City. 

Gaston L. Stern, National Screen 
exec, on jury duty. — 

Jayne Gayle appearing at the Or- 
chard, No. Bellmore, L. I. 

Harry Nace of the Publix-Rickards 
& Nace circuit (Arizona) in town. 

George West, Monogram franchise- 
holder, is shifting his home to Holly- 
wood. 

Ken Dolan to the Coast Monday 
(3) on film-radio deals for people he 
represents. 

Charles H. Thurman, NBC guest 
relations chief, to Chicago on two- 
week vacation. , 

.  E. L. McEvoy, resigned RKO dis- 
trict manager from Cleveland, in 
N.Y. discussing future plans. 

Mike Shulman, of RKO’s Philadel- 

hia exchange, had his whole family 
in town for the Fair over the week- 
end. 

Dave Epstein, from Hollywood, 
joined wife here last week to cele- 
brate their 16th wedding anniver- 
sary. 

Jose Limon, troubled with stom- 
ach ulcer, wants leave of absence 
from ‘Keep Off the Grass, Broad- 
hurst. 

Fred Fisher donating income from 
his ‘Come Josephine In My Flying 
Machine’ song to the American Red 
Cross. 

Nick Holde’s leg badly burned in 
baking treatment but he remains on 
job handling ‘American Jubilee’ at 
the Fair. 

Albert E. Walker accompanying 
Arturo Toscanini’s eight-week tour 
in South America. Goes as NBC 
representative. 

Claude Saunders, veteran film 
showman, last with Paramount, has 
gone into the real esiate business 
in Westchester. 

Tony Martin may cut his month's 
booking at the Versailles to a fort- 
night, and thence back to the Coast 
for his Metro film. 

Wife of Walter Trumbell, assistant 
to Will Hays, recuperating at the 
Flower-5th Avenue hospital follow- 
ing an operation for appendicitis. 

Betty Sinclair, of the’ British 
screen, arrived in N.Y. from Europe 
with her husband, Georges Yared, 
Egyptian financier. They'll head for 
the Coast. 

Ruth Morrow, secretary to Lou 
Pollock, eastern publicity-advertising 
head for Universal, has been named 


newspaper and syndicate contact rep | 


in N. Y. for U 


Although in the picture business in 
various capacities many years, J. J. 
Nolan, v.p. in charge of production 
for RKO, had never attenced a sales 
convention until RKO’s last week’s 
get-together. 


Arnold Bernstein, son of David 


Bernstein, Loew’s, Inc. v.p. and 
treasurer, marrying Jeane Mary 
Postley, Westchester socialite, in 


July. He's a copyright attorney as- 
sociated with Julian T. Abeles. 
Attorney John Wildberg, who has 
let all his New York legit and pic- 
ture plans during the past winter 


1 South St. Louis, next fall. Hall was 
| destroyed by fire last winter. 

‘Smiley’ Burnette, Republic western 
player, making appearances at two 
St. Louis Amus. Co. houses, also in 
Valley Park, Farmington and Potosi, 
Mo., and Effingham and Shelbyville, 
fil. His hillbilly trio is with him. 

Gordon Carter, director of the 
Civic theatre, strawhatter, has 
added Louis Pechmann, John Ryan, 
Robert Karnes and Stanley Schirmer 
to his technical staff. 
yer’ is first to be presented, start- 
ing July 2. 

Out-of-towner film people seen on 


fornia, Mo.; Lee Norton, Mascoutah, 
Tll.; Bob Cluster, Salem, Il.; Theo- 





Weeks, Dexter, Mo.; Harry Blount, 
| Potosi, Mo., and Tom Wall, Pleasant 
| Hill, 1. 

Nelly Pratt, Della May Riegel, 
Juanita McGuire, Milton Daily, Gene 
Marshall, Al Hohengarten, Janet 
Hamil, Jeanette Wagner, Jeanne 
Favre, Gene Banks and Jerry Rao 
cast for ‘The Bride the Sun Shone 
On,’ to be presented by Town Square 


building starting Friday (7). 





Paris 


By Joseph D. Ravotio 








angling to go to America. 

Ciro’s director, Henry Lartigue, 
/mobilized in hospital service. 
| After 15 years in Paris, Irvin 
, Marks pulling up stakes for the 
| states. 

Playwright Louis Verneuil. with 
ibundle of plays, has gone to La 
Baule. 

Alex Korda, in from states, hud- 
| dled with French director Marcel 
| Achard, 
| Mrs, 
| Biarritz; 
states recently. 

Dorothy Thompson came in lei- 
surely and scrammed out hurriedly 
on the Clipper. 

All Paris showcases 
;show special warfront 
‘Vaincre’ (‘Triumph’). 

Killed in action: Lieutenant Fer- 
nand Vincent, director of the Syndi- 
ical Chamber for Cinema. 
| Brigadier Georges Mejat, chief of 





obliged to 





'a newsreel group, received the croix | 


|de guerre from General Georges. 
Ben Miggins, 20th-Fox Suropean 


'fer with Spanish cinema authorities.’ 

Gregor. Rabinovitch evacuated his 
family to Arcachon. Will Hays’ rep, 
Harold Smith, took family to Av- 
| ranche., 

Eric Severeid, Columbia radiocas- 
ter, sending wife and infant twins, 
i|Pete and Mike (after microphone), 
| back to states, 


‘See My Law- | 


film row include Harry Nash, Cali- | 


dore Zwermann, Olney, IJI.; Charles | 


theatre on roof of wcst end office | 


Mitty Goldin, who steers the ABC, ' 


newsreel, | 


| head, off to Spain with wife to ‘con- | 


|Marble Arch. They are ‘Shop Around 


Legit actress Madeleine Ozeray has | ignt, 1 
'amination in bankruptcy, was not on 


{had no news of her father and 


| mother since May 11, when they hur- | "8! 
| going to the U. S. to make a deal for 


; some of his plays. 


| riediy left Bouilion. 


Jean Boyer started ‘Acrobate’ at 
Nice with Fernandel, Jean Tissier. 





| 
| 


| with scenario by Jean Guitton and | o¢ the western front, suddenly pulled 


| dialog by Yves Mirande. 
Henri Varna-Claire Luce deal for 


slip away, is taking an active inter-'latter’s appearance in a Casino de} 


est in operation with Cheryl Craw-! Paris show at the end of June is off 
ford of Maplewood, N. J., strawhat.| because of the ‘situation.’ 

Eddie Sherman, vaude_ booker, ‘Remorques’ (‘Tug Boats’), with 
spotted Doc Harris, owner of the; Jean Gabin and Michele Morgan, 
State, Hartford, 18 golf strokes! started before the war, finally~ fin- 
Saturday (1), Harris spotted Sher-/| ished by director Jean Gremillon. 
man Mickey Aldrich as scorekeeper Riva Rayes, Mexican singer who 
and Sonny Werblin and Phil Bloom! was hurt in an auto accident while 
as ribbers, but this proved too much! coming back from front, where she 








of a handicap. Sherman won. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst- 








George Bentley, vet booking agent. 
back in game after being out several 
years, 

Nat J. Steinberg, manager of Re- 
public Pictures exchange, elected to 
St. Louis Rotary Club. 

Mrs. Guy Randall is new prez of 
Better Films Council of St. Louis. 
Mrs. John F. Noble is retiring head. 

Freddy Kramer, of Irving Berlin’s 
Chicago office, visiting St. 
former diggings, for first time in 20 
years. 


Sol J. Hankin, who once operated | 


Fine Arts Pictures 
returns as a salesman for 
under Harry Hynes. 


exchange here, 
Universal 


Ear] Gilligan, head booker for the | 


O. T. Crawford circuit here 25 years 
ago, now operating filling station at 
Independence, Kans. 

Pat O'Neil, native hoofer. has won 
permanent job with the N. Y. Music 


Hall Rockettes, with whom = she | 
subbed since November. 

Alex Papand, member cf syndi- 
cate controlling severa} nabe film 
houses, readying for trip to Cali- 
fornia because of health. 

-Mrs. Claude E. Morris. wife of | 


M-G exploiteer and a grandmother 


at 41, qualifying for a private pilot's | 
won 


license. Morris has 
one. 

Harry Barco. prez cf IATSE, Lo- 
cal No. 143; William Robinson, v.p.; 
and George Rafferty, past prez, at- 
tending national conclave in Louis- 
ville. 

Art Kawell and ‘Nap’ Burian, 
dance promoters, are skecyled tc re- 
open the Casa Loma dancery, in 


already 


Louis, | 


London 
Ambrose Manning left $1,150. 


Jimmy Hadreas sailin 
York via Genoa. 


Boy Foy had to give up year’s, who is gravely ill. 


vaudeville work to join the army. 


Songwriter team of Jimmy Ken-. 


/nedy and Michael Carr in huff over 
! billing, 
t 


tre’ musical. 


plaster on Tracey and Dixie for com- 
‘mission claim. 


for the Schlesinger circuit, with 
' Australia to iollow. 
| Erie Fredman, Sam Goldwyn’'s 
London rep, appointed also to re 
. resent David Selznick. 
| Irving Asher, due here to produce 
| pictures for Metro, has cancelled due 
'to present conditions. 
| Oscar Deutsch, head of Odeon cir- 
| cuit, says, he is financially interested 
in 20 film productions. 


John Watts. head of British Broad- ; 


& for New | nated blood fo 


Free admission to servicemen on 
leave at Palladium’s ‘Garrison Thea- | 


Leslie Macdonald has slapped a the Madison Capital Times last week. | 


Nervo and Knox going to Africa | 


~ 


a 


; 
! 
H 
| 


i 


casting Corp.’s vaudeville section, is ' 


‘on six months’ sick leave. 


George Black dickering with Bebe 
Daniels and Ben Lyon for the next 
Palladium show in the fall. 


Len Young wed to Anita Martell. 
Both sail June 15 for 12 weeks over 
| the Tivoli circuit, Australia. 

' theatre, Brighton, in ‘Springtime for 
' Henry,’ suddenly stricken ill. 

| Harry Murray, of the vaude team 
‘of Murray and Mooney, lost his. 24- 
, year old son in action in France. 

| Jeffrey Bernerd postponed his trip 
‘to New York due to pressure of 
work. 

| tember. 
Ken Nyman, ex-prez of Cinemato- 


Reginald Armour left for see Exhibitors’ Association, and in- 
husband, RKO head, left for law of Hyams Bros., recuperating 


| after serious illness. 

Walter Mycroft, who had difficulty 
| getting leading lady for next Asso- 
'ciated British film, ‘Piccadilly,’ fin- 
ally signatured Valerie Hobson. 


‘tion end owners of Fossett’s Circus, 
alleging they called him a Nazi 
agent. 

A new section of Entertainments 
National Service Assn. has been 
formed under the chairmanship of 
Evelvn Laye to provide concerts for 
naval shore units. 

Condos Bros. closed in ‘The Little 
Dog Laughed,’ at the Palladium, and 
jumped into Tom Arnold’s ‘Black 
Velvet’ touring show, in which they 
are booked for six months. 

For the first time, two Metro pic- 
tures have been booked for West End , 
pre-release, at John Maxwell’s Regal. ' 


the Corner’ and ‘Northwest Passage.’ 
Walter Hackett, American play- 
wright, summoned to appear for ex- 


hand. He told his solicitors he was 


Sketch in Eric Maschwitz’s revue, 
‘New Faces,’ gagging on the lethargy , 


out due to increased war activity. | 
New sketch to replace was written 
by Maschwitz overnight. : 
‘Family Portrait,’ which Daniel 
Mayer Co., is to do in London, with 
Fay Compton in lead, will finally | 
be staged by Murray Macdonald. | 


'Emlyn Williams was originally to 


entertained troops, is out of hospital. | 


| Dick de Rochemont, European 
{March of Time head, evacuated wife 
to Blois, while many other French 
jand American members of staff have 
|done likewise. 

| Pic director Brigadier Raymond 
| Ruffin killed in. action in Belgium 
|while shooting newsreels. Com- 
panions Lieutenant Walther and La- 
fond gravely injured. 

| Junie Astor has begun work on 
two spy films, ‘Patrouille Blanche’ 
(‘White Patrol’) and ‘Peloton d’Exe- 


cution’ CExecution Squad’), both be-' 


ing directed by Christian Chambo- 
rant, ex-Paramount News man, de- 
buting as director. 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


Ey John Bartholomew 


Ralph Shafer's Ambassadors open- 
ing at Pocono Alps Tavern, Henry- 
ville. 

Young & Rubicam’s F. A. Zaghi 
and wife named recent daughtei 
Patricia Mary. 


miere Carnival Co. enroute after 
wintering here. 


| Joseph E. Doyle directing. 

Gwendolyn Louise Johnson, for- 
| mer secretary to the late Floyd Gib- 
bons, married to E. L. Veety of Ban- 
gor, Pa. 

Bob Christenberry, Hotel 
| (N. Y.) general manager, purchased 
‘summer cottage at Shawnee-on- 
| Delaware. : 

Iggie Rau and the-Shay Sisters 
| with London Criterions orch at Co- 
| lumbia hotel. 


;new management. 


stage, then Norman Marshall, but, 
they both quit. 

Alex Stevenson, appointed general | 
manager for Tom Arnold and Harry | 
Foster—he would have done publi- | 
city for their new musical, ‘Present 
Arms’—had to quit two days after 
accepting job, as he was called up 


|in the army officers’ reserve. 


Lloyd ‘Dutch’ Serfas’s Penn Pre- | 


Shawnee summer theatre trying | 
' another season at Worthington Hall. | 


Astor | 


Johnny Altieri’s band | 
| occasionally at this spot, now under , 


Max Faber hes lined up bankroll | 
to start picture producing here, to be 
released by UA. First is ‘The Death 
of a Nation,’ taken from Hitler's 
‘Mein Kampf.’ Shooting starts at 
Denham studios, with Thomas Mitch- 
ell being dickered for one of the 
leads. 

Fred Schweitzer, a German mem- 
ber of Jack Hylton’s band, pleaded 
guilty to being in a prohibited area 


without a permit at Portsmouth. 
Case was dismissed after a dollar 
fine. when it was disclosed he had 
been here since 1933 and was be- 
coming naturalized. 

‘French for Love,’ at Criterion. 
closed. Alice Delysia, starring in it, 


ioins Jack Waller’s musicalization of 


American farce, ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ | 
which is being retitled ‘While the 
Cat's Away. Other femme leads are 


Yvonne Arnaud and Zena Dare. Wil- 
liam Mollison producing. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Max Factor. with Pioneer theatre 


circuit, to wed in Chicago June 22. | 


‘ather of Morris Moorman, Mon- 


But definitely going in Sep-. 


; 
| 
| 
| 


| 
' 


Tom Walls, due to open at Imperial | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


j 
! 


Stanley Wathon has issued writs | 
|against Council of Agents’ Associa- | 


W. A. Steffes, Northwest Allied 
president, recuperating at his north- 
ern Minnesota estate. 

Harry Dickerman and Sam Berger, 
| theatre owners, among others, do- 
r transfusions given to 
| Irving Gillman, indie theatre owner, 


Hollywood 


John Shelton to Honolulu. 

Lloyd Bacon sued for divorce. 
Ted Wilk joined Lou Irwin agency. 
Barney Briskin to Alaska on vacae 











| 


, | ti 








on. 
| Matty Fox back from business trip 
Montgomery || 
| Paul Whiteman in for Metro film 
Continued from page 2 work, 








Nazimova buying a home in Holly- 


| is an editorial in open letter form in 


‘It reads: , | canter aeeen joined Sol Lesser’s 
‘ mt . j one Ss — 

Dear Bob: While others of | Miliza Korjus fractured her leg in 
filmdom’s notables luxuriate in a motor crash. 


costly elegance within the secure Eleanor Powell out of hospital 











! 
! 





boundaries of the celluloid capi- after rest cure. 
tal, you have joined the Ameri- | Sam Katz moved from the hospi- 
ambulance driver, The titanic |, Monroe Greenthal in from Man- 
ordeal by bleed and fire now hattan for studio huddles at United 
‘ ; May Beatty and Rudy Mate were 
from the synthetic, make-believe | handed their final U. §. citizenship 
wars fought before the cameras 
William Boyd moved from the 
We have admired your forth- | hospital to his ranch, where he will 
right, unaffected screen portray- | mends. 
: : ; | Harry M. Warner is one of the 
out in bold relicf against the | entries in the Warner annual golf 
background of sophistry and | tournament, which slices the tee 
too great a part and parcel of {| C. L. James and D. Markley Mor- 
the motion picture’ industry. | gan opened the Beaumont, 500-seater. 
brought to your roles is not a bit | Theatres in Yuma, Ariz. 
of play-acting is amply demon- | Charles K. Freeman, New York 
; confer with writers for a possible 
the field of service. Your re- play that he would produce on 
ward will not be fat salary 
tion of movie-goers, but the ss . 
more lasting and substantial res- Atlantic City 
low Americans. Yours now is a 
real-life role which we feel you Jimmy Solar is new mc. at Her- 
| Mleana, Stan Laurel's divorced 
wife, left Monday (3) for Boston. 
Justin Back to RAF 
Hollywood, June 4. | newly renovated garden room some- 
time next week. 
who came to the VU. S. about six 
: ‘ene< | Opened for season Saturday (1) with 
weeks ago to complete final SCENES | Jog Lanza’s orch. 
dad,’ will leave Hollywood to return | school’s 11th annual short story con- 
to England on June 15. | test, sponsored by Penwomen’s Club. 


can field service in France as an | tal to his home to recuperate. 
: Artists. 
being waged abroad is a far cry on 
| papers, 
by Hollywood's gravure heroes. 
spend six weeks while his broken leg 
als, characterizations standing 
artificialness that has come to be | June 16. 
That the masculine qualities | Operators formerly with Principal 
send te Suet ealletmet ia _legit producer, in from Gotham te 
, Broadway in the fall. 
checks and the transitory adula- 
pect and admiration of your fel- 
will meet very successfully.’ man’s Music Bar. 
| Palumbo’s Renault Tavern to open 
John Justin, English film player . 
ng . Penn-Atlantic Hotel’s Rathskeller 
in Alexander Korda’s ‘Thief of Bag-| Thornton Wilder judged local high 
Upon his arrival in’ London, he; Besides three night shows, Cli- 


| will proceed to his post with the | quot Club now has a breakfast show 


' granted leave to complete his first 


| finishing interior scenes here. 


ogram booker, passed away at Glen- | 


coe, Minn. 

Harold Kaplan, manager and part 
owner of the St. Louis Park, a proud 
daddyv—a girl and his first. 

Attendance at sports’ events as 
well as theatres badly off, and even 
bowling alleys are feeling present 
cepression. 


and a jam session at 5 a.m. Phil 
Nipp is m.-. 

Capt. Fred G. Somers, former A.C. 
|athletic and lifeguard, now in 
| Metro’s script department, is writ- 

ing a novel. 

ae Gordon, Fox Movietone news- 

reel director, and former Sybil Ryer- 
Geavey Soins Coters . son, N. Y. model, honeymooning at 
Tours, France, June 4. | Madison hotel. ; 

Fernand Gravey, Belgian actor,, Alex Bartha’s Steel Pier orch 
joined the French ambulance unit | Played Bryn Mawr college's dance 
assigned to the military hospital | SPQUegi¥, Cong’ U: Of Delaware 
here yesterday (Monday). | Jan Savitt and Conrad Thiebault, 

Gravey, who starred in one War-| who attended Curtis Institute to- 
ner film, “The King and the Chorus | gether, guests at Mrs. Gerald Trim- 
Girl,’ spelled his name Gravet in |} ble’s cocktail party at Claridge ho- 
America. i tel Saturday (1). 


Chicago 


John Nelson has joined Public 
Relations, Inc. 
| Bozell & Jacobs agency readying 
to open a N. Y. office. 
| Lake Zurich Playhouse will] run a 
'10-week, 10-play season starting on 
June 28 


Royal Air Force, from which he was | 





film role. Company has been work- 
ing at the Grand Canyon and is now 
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Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 40 








Duval & Renee 
| Evetya Brock 
| DiMilo & Marr 
Di Giovanni 
tay Carlin Gre 


Temple 

Lee Walters Oreo 
Cerktewe Tavera 
Dick Haviland 
Belva White 


Margo Wade Northwood Ina 


2 see & Barrett | Novelle Bros Charlie Kallen now professional 
RKE ‘ | Cnester Dolphin < 
Eddie Jardon nae yl he ta manager here for Sam Boston mu 


sic firm. 
Thoda Cocroft in to set final de- 


6 Vesters 


a“ 
Eddie Bratton Ore ioc 


Young Orc 
Palin Beach 


Hund's P. tails for her Coach House strawhat 
Old Timers pra Martha ae 'up in Oconomowoc, Wis. 
Greeno ‘Trio | eee Smee Sie Danny Engle in to handle the 


Curtiss & Clare 
Margha Wayne 


Ann Dhyne 
Tweedy Schwartz O 


Crawford catalog in Chi after a life- 


London Chep House | Ntiton & Evans time on the midwest road. 
3 Moanie Drake Lou Lipstone, Paramount music 
Tat Meet — wee chief, in for a visit at old home 
Chet Everhardt , ° $ 
Ray Benson Orc Heck'’s Kedford lum stand at Balaban & Katz quarters. 
lide ee a ee Mort Singer back in the east for 
Rogers & Morris Club Keys ale at least a month’s 0.0. of miklwest 
Wanda Warren Jean Travers theatre holdings before returning to 
Frank Reynolda Robbins 1k & Margie the Coast. 
hag a — tee od oe Milt Shuster, nation’s No. 1 bur- 
Magtate Preston lambert leycue agent, to the Coast for first 
on Ba Ko filettes vacation in years and to get a squint 
Sp Ping Carl Bonner Ore at the studios to which so many of 
Jerry Paige Saks his clients have graduated. 
Lempi Pernu Ihenez & Jerena aera 
Phii Olsen Ore Lee Mison 
Morocce Vee Ames Daneers Ci la d 
Amos Jacebs Buridw Lester reve h 
Jo l.avone June Kes 1 
Serra nos Joel Gonvales By Glenn C. Pullen 
Svivin Brown ‘Happy’ Wauck Ore i _ 
oe eee Ste Whifliee Hotel Allerton hotel flag-raising its new 
Nebiolo's (Gotd Cap Room) roof garden next week. 
Mr Chang ' Londenaires Claude Hoagland, who broke up 
SYRACUSE his band recently, now managing 
Cliff House, Eagle Bay, N. Y. 
Andy's Ton ‘ Kenmore Abby Landers, p.a. for Hollenden’s 
Rob & Madelya bean Ma Vogue Room, and Elaine Phyllis 
Irving Jacobs George Altee Schultz, non-pro, to be married here 
al ° ots Velma Buds June 9. 
| oe anaes ee ty ag Ale ag ha Maynard Samsen whipping up 
ls Cast ; Penny Players and looking for 
Dels Casine Prison Tau : Se er : aaa 
Dean & Thomas : scripts for strawhat season in Madi- 
Paul Hagan oo & Fair son (O.). 
. Cecile a - . 
pears oe ~— Abel Barbuto Frederic McConnell’s Play House 
hone a ~ . . . . 
| posed Carrell Freddy Jerome Ore! calling it a season this week, with 
George Wilmer Ore | Keunu’s director going to Iowa U. to teach 
Greenwich Village | Ruth ale for summer. 


. . > - | Joy Williams 
George Granstrom, Twin City in- | ‘a 


i die exhibitor, spending week with: 


Kiita Conroy 
Eveivne Kaufman 
Vusle Flower 
KRuils Kennedy 
Kuss Kichman 


K. Elmo Lowe moving to Chau- 
tauqua, N. Y., to again direct Chau- 
tauqua rep theatre made up ef 
Clevelanders. 


lsetty Dale 
Ann Dailey 


Altie Gave 
Kay Costello 
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MARY ANDERSON 


Mary Anderson de Navarro, 80, 
celebrated actress, who appeared 
under her maiden name of Mary 
Anderson, gracing the American and 
British stage with her famed beauty 
and acting for only 14 years, died 
May 29 at her home in Worcester- 
shire, England. 

Miss Anderson, whose talent 
evinced itself when she was only 14, 
made her stage debut as Juliet in 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ at Macauley’s 
theatre, Louisville, in 1875 at a bene- 
fit to aid a stranded actor. She then 
forged ahead to win the universal 
acclaim of both audience and critics 
for her moving acting, splendid dic- 
tion and beauty. " 

Although she made her profes- 
sional debut at Macauley’s on Jan. 
20, 1876, having the title role in the 
old standard tragedy, ‘Evadne,’ and 
briefly appeared with Ben De Bar's 
company in St. Louis, Miss Anderson 
did not score her first measurable 


OBITUARIES 


the staff of the Starr-Allen dance 
studios and had devised new rou- 
tines for Nelson and Marsh, Park 
and Lane, Dixie Dunbar and Lee 
Dixon among others. 

Faye, whose real name was An- 
drew Fasano, is survived by his 
widow, Evelyn, a former dancer; 
four brothers, a sister and his par- 
ents. Funeral services were held 
yesterday (Tuesday) in Brooklyn 
and burial took place in St. John’s 
Cemetery. 





LILLIAN LAWTON 


Lillian Lawton, retired musical 
comedy dancer and actress, died in 
New York May 29 after a short ill- 
ness. 

She appeared as one of the origi- 
nal John Tiller quartet in the ‘Man 
and the Moon,’ produced by the 
Sires Bros. and George Lederer at 
the Old New York theatre, N. Y. 
A member of the sextet which did 
the famous champagne dance in the 





success until she played the part of 
Meg Merrilies in a New Orleans pro- 
duction of ‘Guy Mannering.’ Her | 
triumph was such that thousands of 
admirers trailed her carriage on the 
way to the railroad station. 

A year later, she made her initial 
New York appearance at the Fifth 
Avenue theatre as Pauline in ‘The 
Lady of Lyons. Touring through 
such cities as Washington, Detroit, 
Cincinnati and Troy, N. Y., her fond- 


IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF MY ADORED MOTHER 


LILLIAN RUSSELL 


Who Passed Away June 6, 1922 
DOROTHY RUSSELL 





ness for the Bard’s plays was at- 
tested to by the fact that she was 
most often seen as Desdemona in 
‘Othello,’ Lady Macbeth in ‘Mac- 
beth’ and Rosalind in ‘As You Like 
It. 

Miss Anderson was equally popu- 
lar in London where she debuted in 
‘Ingomar,’ presented at the Lyceum 
in 1883. At the peak of her career 
she was forced’ to withdraw from the 
theatre when stricken on a Washing- 
ton stage in March, 1899, during a 
performance of ‘A Winter’s Tale.’ 
Save for a few appearances for war 
relief charity in 1916-17, Miss An- 
derson led a secluded life thereafter 
in England with her husband, An- 
tonio de Navarro, whom she wed in 
1890. Few recall the fact she col- 
laborated with Robert S. Hichens in 
dramatizing his novel, “The Garden 
of Allah,’ which received a Broad- 
way production in 1911. The mother 
of two children, her husband died in 
1932. 





KURT EISFELDT 


Kurt Eisfeldt, 67, husband of the 
late May Irwin, well known stage 
comedienne of another era, died May 
30 at his home, Rainbow’s End, in 
the Thousand Islands, near Clayton, 
N. Y. Suffering from a cardiac con- 
dition for the past two years, he was 
seized with a severe attack and 
lapsed into a coma 10 days before 
his death. 

A Viennese by birth, Eisfeldt came 
to the U. S. as a boy. Always fond 
of horses, he worked with a midwest 
stock farm and later joined the Ring- 
ling circus as equestrian superin- 
tendent. Turning to the promotion 
and exploitation end of the business, 
he acted as advance man for other 
circuses and also served in similar 
capacities for legitimate road shows. 

Miss Irwin, a star at the turn of 
the century, was nearing the zenith 
of her career when Ejisfeldt became 


‘Silver Slipper’ she also had roles 
in ‘Havana, Earl and the Girl’ and 
a revival of ‘Florodora.’ 

Retiring from the stage after 
marrying William Jacobi, of Balti- 
more, an art connoisseur and ap- 
praiser, she later returned to the 
stage to play two seasons with De 
Wolf Hopper’s stock company and 
for a time was a dancing instruc- 
tress with R. H. Burnside. 

She leaves a son and two daugh- 
ters. 





ALBERT B. FINDLAY 


Albert B. Findlay, 58, former 
vaudeville actor and stock burlesque 
producer, died suddenly on May 14 
at his home in Baldwin, L. I., of a 
heart ailment. He had been ill since 
January, but was seemingly im- 
proving. He had recently received 
favorable mention for an original 
idea of making pictures from pieces 
of silk and thread, and was expect- 
ing to teach the art upon restora- 
tion of his health. 

Findlay had been of the team of 
Blondelle and Findlay when vaude- 
vilie was at its height. Survived by 
widow, Libby Blondella, who was in 
the act; a brother and sister. 


IRENE BENTLEY 


Irene Bentley, 70, noted musical 
comedy actress of 30 years ago, and 
widow of Harry B. Smith, one of 
the most prolific librettists who 
ever lived, died June 3 at her sum- 
mer home in Allenhurst, N. J., fol- 
lowing a complication of ailments 
extending over a period of several 
months. 

Miss Bentley played on Broadway 
in ‘Wild Rose,’ ‘Girl Behind the 
Counter,’ with Lew Fields; ‘Mimic 
World’ and scores of other musical 
productions. Her husband, who died 


original ‘Follies, Anna Held’s mu- 
sicals, ‘Robin Hood’ and a number 
of shows for which Victor Herbert 
wrote the music. 

She leaves two brothers. Burial 
will be in Woodlawn cemetery, N. Y., 
tomorrow (Thursday). 





JOHN RICHMOND 


John Richmond, 65, who became 
the friend and confidante of hun- 
dreds of stage celebrities during a 
long tenure as doorman at the Nixon 
theatre, Pittsburgh, died suddenly at 
his home there last week of a heart 
attack. Richmond was also well 


leaders and sportsmen, whom he 
met while supervising the old Pitts- 
burgh Press Club around the turn 
of the century. 

Highlight of his career came in 





her manager in 1904. They wed 
three years later, on May 27, 1907. 
Upon retiring, they purchased their 
Thousand Islands property and be- 
came interested in sulky and trot- 
ting racing as a hobby. 

Surviving are a sister, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Perley; a stepson and two 
brothers. Funeral services were 
held in Watertown, N. Y., Saturday 
(1) and the remains were placed 
beside those of his wife in Kensico 
Cemetery mausoleum. 





ANDY FAYE 


Andy Faye, 30, formerly of the 
dance team of Castie and Faye and 
for the past two years an instructor 
of dance routines, died June 1 in 
the Beekman St. Hospital, N. Y., 
after a thyroid operation. 

He performed in vaude for several 
years teaming with Nick Castle, now | 
a dance director for 20th-Fox. More 
recently he had been a member of | 








of Belgium and his retinue. 
time of his death, Richmond was 
| steward at Kennywood Park. 





ANDREW KARZAS 

Andrew Karzas, 58, builder and 
managing director of the Aragon and 
Trianon ballrooms in Chicago, died 
in Chicago on June 1 after a short 
illness. 

Born in Greece, he came to Amer- 
ica in 1904 and went into the the- 
atre business and later into ball- 
rooms, building the Trianon in 1922 
and the Aragon in 1926, both of 
which are rated as the outstanding 
dance halls in the world. 

Widow and two song 
Burial in Chicago. 

Details in Music section. 

JIMMY ROSEN 

James (Jimmy) Rosen, 55, midget 
performer who had appeared in 
musical comedies and pictures, died 


survive. 








Jan. 1, 1936, wrote the lyrics for the ‘ 


known to newspapermen, political | 


June 1 in a New York hospital after 
a two-week illness. 
| Rosen, who came to the United 
' States from Russia at an early age, 
was a familar figure along Broad- 
way. He played in ‘Black Velvet’ 
and ‘The Student Prince,’ and had 
roles in the pictures ‘Rip Van 
Winkle, Jr.’ and ‘The Wizard of Oz.’ 
When ‘Snow White’ was nation- 
ally released three seasons ago he 
was engaged to do special exploita- 
tion in connection with the film. 
Widow survives. 





HENRY C. FITZGERALD 


Henry Conroy FitzGerald, 56, cir- 
cus advance agent, died May 25 in 
St. Michael's hospital, Newark, N. J. 

A press agent for the Ringling 
circus, during his career he worked 
with many large circuses. He was 
last with the Hagenback-Wallace 
shows. 

Just before he suffered a stroke 
prior to his death, he planned to be- 
gin publicity work at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. 

A brother, John A. FitzGerald, of 
Utica, survives. 





EDWARD R. HUTCHINSON 


Edward R. Hutchinson, pioneer 
Burlington, Vt., film exhibitor. and 
manager of the Strong theatre there, 
died at his Burlington home May 28 
after a brief illness. 

After making a success of the 
Bijou theatre, Burlington, Hutchin- 
son and (the late) James R. Lock- 
wood built the Majestic theatre in 
1912. They operated the house for 
years and finally sold it in 1923. 
Since January, 1933, deceased had 
managed the Strong. 

Survivors include his widow. 





LESTER OLIN 


Lester Olin, 25, who was with the 
transcription licensing department of 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation, died at his home in New 
York May 30 of a streptococcus in- 
fection. He had been ill for some 
time. Olin had been with the MPPA 
for four years. 

Surviving are his parents and a 
brother, 





COUNTESS OLGA ALBANI 


Countess Olga Albani, 36, radio, 
opera and concert singer, died in| 
Tucson, Ariz., Monday (3) after a 
prolonged illness. 

She had been brought to Tucson 
over a year ago by her second hus- 


name, died May 29 in Englewood, 
N. J., after a two weeks’ illness. 

She leaves a son, Walter, who 
heads the publishing house; three 
daughters, five brothers and three 
sisters. 





Frank Cook, 48, dancehall man- 
ager, died June 1 in Columbus after 
a two-week illness. For over 20 
years he managed the dance pavilion 
at Olentangy Park and Greystone 
ballroom, Columbus, both no longer 
in existence. 








Louis Perlman, 69, father of Jack 
| Pearl, radio and stage comedian, 
‘died May 19 at his home in New 
| York. Though a non-pro, Perlman 
was a figure on the Palace (N. Y.) 
| Beach. 





Elwood Pierce, 54, for past 10 
years with International News serv- 
ice in Los Angeles and author of 
short stories for youngsters, died in 
Los Angeles June 2. 





Mother of Gloria Clare, appear- 
ing in ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broad- 
hurst, N. Y., died after an operation 
in Paterson, N. J., Saturday (1). 





Mother of Abram H. Van Deusen, 
office manager and head booker for 
RKO's Albany exchange, died last 
week at his Albany home. 





Warren (Dec) Dearborn, member 
of Screen Actors Guild Council, died 
May 29 in Los Angeles. 





Ali Hubert, 62, film set designer, 
died June 1 in Hollywood after a 
long illness. 





MARRIAGES 


Geraldine Ross to George Goodale, 
June 1, in Los Angeles. She’s nitery 
dancer; he’s a press agent. 

Eleanor Morris to Buster Keaton, 
May 29, in Los Angeles. She's 
dancer; he’s the film comedian. 


Eleanor Boardman to Harry d’Ab- 
badie d’Arrast, in France, June 1. 
She’s the silent motion picture star 
and divorced wife of film director 
King Vidor; he’s a French film di- 
rector. 

Beatrice Brill to Lothar Metz], in 
New York, May 31. Bride is writer 
and niece of the late playwright, 





band, H. Wallace Caldwell, Cook 
county, Ill., commissioner, following 
illness which forced her retirement. 





MARY JOSEPHINE FELICIA 
Mary Josephine Felicia, 23, of 
Felicia and Del Rey, night club and 
vaude dancers, died recently in 
Grant hospital, Columbus, O., fol- 
lowing an operation. 

Her brother, partner in the act, 
survives. 





‘SHADOW’ ROGERS 


‘Shadow’ Rogers, 36, whose real 
name was Lowell Q. Polley, and 
who was employed by the Ringling 
circus as a thin man, died May 29 
in Easton, Pa., after a heart attack 
while riding in a bus. 

Though six feet tall, he weighed 
but 72 pounds, 





MICHAEL F. MANTON 


Michael F. Manton, 65, for more 
than 30 years a publicist and ad- 
vance man for circuses and traveling 
shows, died May 28 in Binghamton, 
N. Y., after a short illness. 

He once served as press rep for 
Ringling. 








HERB J. PARKER 
Herb J. Parker, 62, Athens (O.), 


| county fair secretary and active for | 


years in the promotion of the an- 
| nual expo, died May 28 at his home 





MILTON ROEMER 


dept., died May 30 in Washington, 
Dp. S. 
Details in Dance section. 





MAX MAURICE 
Max Maurice, 50, vaude acrobat, 
died May 31 in Stamford, Conn., 
hospital of auto crash injuries. 
Details in Vaudeville section. 





John Wood, 92, father of the lafe 
Marie Lloyd, musichall star of yester 
year, died at the home of his 
daughter Rosie in Banstead, Eng- 
land, May 15. He was a non-pro. 
His seven daughters were all on the 
Stage, the best known being Marie, 





wife died nine years ago. 





Mrs. Carl Fischer, 79, widow of 
Carl Fischer, founder of the music 
, Publishing house which bears his 





, in Athens following a heart attack. 
1919 when he catered a party at the | g -” 


Press Club in honor of King Albert | 


At the| Milton Roemer, 45, connected with | 


the Consolidated Radio Ariists band | 


Rosie Lloyd and Daisy Wood. His | 


Samuel Shipman; he’s a refugee dra- 
matist. 

Mary Elizabeth Read to James 
Marion Harman, in Augusta, Ga., 
May 25. Bride is on staff of WRDW, 
Augusta; he’s in program dept. 

Peggy Eastell to Dick Hoover, in 
Pittsburgh, June 1. Bride is Play- 
house actress; he’s p.a. for Pitt com- 
munity theatre. 


Alice Bremer to Dick Mack, in 
Pittsburgh, May 30. He’s with Baron 
Elliott orch. 


Alice Ritter to John Monroe, in 
Pittsburgh, May 27. He’s with Fran 
Eichler orch., 


Kay Phillips to Ted Osborn, film 
and radio actor, May 31, in Los 
Angeles, 


Beatrice Dallinger to Benny Rubin, 
radio comedian, May 31, in Beverly 
Hills. 

Jeanne O’Neill to Harry Spears 
in Los Angeles, June 1, She's 
singer; he’s CBS engineering exec. 

Marjory Manners to Richard 
Kline, in Las Vegas, Nev., June 1. 
He conducts ‘Keeping Fit’ program 
on KNX, Los Angeles. 4 

Jeanne Y. Siegel to Jerome A. 
Siegel, son of Henry Siegel of the 
Little Carnegie Playhouse, N. Y., 
| June 4, in N. Y. 


June Davis to Joe Conti, in New 
York, June 4. Groom is chief of the 
service staff at the Paramount, N. Y. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Anderson, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 28. 
Father is in Paramount studio art 
department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bud Thackeray, son, 
| May 31, Hollywood. Father is process 
cameraman at Republic. 
| Mr. and Mrs, Franz Waxman, son, 
|in Hollywood, June 2. Father is 
{Metro composer-conductor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Zinnemann, 
_son, May 31, in Hollywood. Father 

directs shorts at Metro. 
, Mr. and Mrs. Del Sharbutt, son, in 
|New York, June 2. Mother is the 
| former Mary Bell, actress and 
singer; he’s an announcer with CBS. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mayo, 
daughter, in Philadelphia, May 31. 
Father is Philly-rep for Theatre Au- 
thority. 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Douglas, son, 
|in Hollywood, May 28, Father is 
| film player, 


! 
| 





Off Sucker List 
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tycoon would consider a safe invest- 
ment. 

It’s a good guess that the picture 
industry, as result of this turnover to 
investments in tangibles, is about as 
self-sustaining a community as this 
nation could muster. The eggs the 
Hollywoodian gets served up at 
breakfast are likely to- come direct 
from the ranch of the star you saw 
last night on the screen. The ham 
that comes with it is literally sliced 
off the profile sharing the closeup. 

Fowl From Their Ranches 

If you drive in for gas, you get it 
pumped by a film star, by proxy, of 
course. That drumstick you're 
gnawing is likely from the ranch of 
a well-known director, and if it hap- 
pens you crave, rather, roast chicken, 
the best comes from another direc- 
tor’s rancho. One film executive is 
so choice about his own rgeat that he 
subsidized a market, which is now 
turning over a pretty profit for him. 

There is ng secret that San Fer- 
nando Valley, hotspot in local real 
estate, grew with film money. The 
swank and expanse of cinema es- 
tates look like luxury, but there is 
real security in land values behind 
a good share of them. Almost with- 
out exception they are paying divi- 
dends in hay, citrus, poultry, cattle 
and horse breeding stock or related 
commodity. 

Inside the same haciendas the stuff 
is pretty substantial in value as well. 
The flicker gentry can find its way 
around in the art galleri the an- 
tique shops and such, an’ with the 
cold eye of business managers giv- 
ing the nix or nod, there isn’t much 
chance of going too far wrong. 

It has been some time now since 
one of the bigger fortunes has been 
sucked into spectacular promotions. 
Oil wells and gold mines haven't the 
allure of something closer to home 
like an apartment house, a super- 
market or a subdivision. 

But Oh So Lightly 

Occasionally a star will grubstake 
a miner, but not to the extent where 
it hurts. More than one big-timer 
has, on the other hand, profited 
nicely from a piece of a mine or a 
hunk of oil royalties. Every once in 
a while a group of them will get to- 
gether on a deal, like when Bing 
Crosby, Paul Whiteman and a few 
others took slices of one of the lo- 
cal going radio stations. Hollywood 
Park, the newest racetrack in these 
parts, for instance, is loaded with 
film dough—but in stock. So is 
Hollywood's baseball club. 

The U. S. Government’s baby 
bonds are one of the most invested 
in securities. One of the leading 
character actors is a director in one 
of the big chain banking houses on 
the Coast. Another has heavy ine 
terests in such successful invention 
enterprises as theatre seats, eye-glass 
frame, a _ patent fire-extinguisher. 

Some even own picture theatres 
and plenty have theatre stocks. An- 
nuities is a popular type of invest- 
ment. Office buildings and shops, 
from lingerie to sporting goods, pay 
off to film money investments. Star 
money is even back of one of, the 
most successful dog and cat hospitals 
in these parts. 


Joe Weber 
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but his physique was finding it dif- 
ficult to keep up with the former. 

Probability of Weber’s retirement 
has resulted in much speculation as 
to his successor not only whithin his 
own union but within the trades that 
his members service. There have 
been reports of heavy electioneering 
for James C. Petrillo, head of the 
Chicago local, who is a member of 
the AFM’s executive committee and 
that among those who may support 
Petrillo is Jack Rosenberg, president 
of the New York local, who is in- 
terested in becoming a member of 
this committee. From another quar- 
ter it is reported that strong eastern 
and hinterland sentiment favors 
Fred W. Birnbach, international sec- 
retary. 

Attendance at the Indianapolis 
convention is expected to exceed 700 
delegates. Last year’s convention 
had a record number of 648. 

Weber left for Chicago Monday 
(3) on a personal matter and before 
80ing on to Indianapolis he will 
make a stop this week in Cincinnati. 
For many years Weber has been the 
Outstanding personality among the 
amusement crafts. He is a member 
of the American Federation of La- 
bor’s executive committee and has 
had close associations with various 
Washington administrations without 





being active in politics, 
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Frisco Fair Shows 


Billy Rose’s Aquacade 
(40e) : 


San Francisco, June 1. 

Featuring Johnny (Tarzan’) Weis- 
muller, Morton Downey, Gertrude 
Ederle, Fred Waring’s Pacific Coast 
Glee Club, Esther Williams, Vincent 
Travers Orchestra, Marshall Wayne, 
Walter Dare Wahl, three times daily; 
40-29c. 





No argument that this is the big- 
gest thing on the San Francisco Fair 


grounds and that it’s right down the | 


ziley of the Treasure Islanders. The 
word-of-mouth from the N. Y. Fair 
Jast year about this show is paying 
dividends and it’s bearing full fruit 
right now. ; 

The big draw is Johnny Weismul- 
ler. Signed just prior to the opening, 
he re-stars in the western produc- 
tion. With Esther Williams, the na- 
tional 100-meter free-style champion 


| 


— —_—-< 


render of Cornwalli. at Yorktown, 
1781. The aftermath of the Ameri- 
can Revolution is dramatized in the 


|“Trade Barriers Between the States’ 


episode. Next comes the ‘Constitu- 
tional Convention,’ 178% the ‘Inaugu- 


;ration of George Washington, and 
| ‘Washington's Farewell Address’ in 


| 1796. 
The migration westward is the 
theme of the succeeding scene, 


| ‘Westward Ho,’ 1798. Then in rapid 
| succession are presented ‘The Louisi- 


iment of Fort McHenry, 
Francis Scott Key’s writing of the | 
| ‘Star Spangled Banner’; ‘The Mon- = 


ana Purchase,’ 1803; the bombard- 


1814, 


roe Doctrine,’ 1823; ‘Remember the 
Alamo,’ 1836; ‘Government Comes to 
the Northwest,’ 1843: ‘The Gold 
Rush.” 1849: ‘The Pony Express.’ 


| 1860; ‘Lincoln's Gettysburg Address,’ 


‘The Meeting of the Rails,’ 


from Los Angeles, the two perform | 


in beautiful coordination and tim- 
ing. Weismuller first appears In a 
skit which calls for a lengthy display 
of his impressive physique. A 

Morton Downey, Fred Waring’s 
Glee Club and Vincent Travers’ mu- 
sic tie up the water specialties with 
the stage revue. Downey is followed 


1863; ‘Wells. Fargo Holdup,’ 1865: 
1869; 
‘Golden Age of Cattle Trails,’ 1870, 
and finally ‘San Francisco at the 
Turn of the Century,’ 1900. 


Particuli-ly impressive in staging 


and acting are the full stage scenes, 


which’ include the surrender of 


| Cornwallis, the religious intolerance 


of the Puritans, the Stamp Act Riots, | 


the battle of Lexington, the battle 


/of the Alamo, the meeting of the 


by the first aquatic formation, the) 


synchronized stroking routine. The 


exit of the swimmers calls attention | 
This is! 


1c the absence of a curtain. j 
taken care of by streamers which 


close off the backstage section of the | 


pool located under the orchestra and 
Glee Club booths. 

Rose’s showmanship and the stage 
direction of John Murray Anderson 
lie in the gracefully executed rou- 


tines of the water ballets, and the, 
theme and color of the stage shows. | 


With the exception of Downey’s 
songs and the tumbling act, the stage 
revue is built around a colorful ar- 
ray of an ingeniously ensembled line. 
At least 50 girls and about as many 
men create the massive effect of the 
beach scenes of California, Miami 
end the Riviera. 

Other specialties cashing in on 


name and ability are the high divers, | 
demonstrating the style of cham- | 


porte Gertrude Ederle swimming the 
ength of the pool with her English 
Channel crawl. The Hopkins Twins 
are spotlighted stroking in graceful 
1iming to a waltz. The clown divers, 
hilariously costumed for ridiculous 
takeoffs and landings, share the com- 
edy honors with Walter Dare Wahl. 
The massiveness of the production, 
noticeably evidenced in the finale, 
merges the entire cast in a number 
which invariably arouses applause. 
It brings out the stars and stripes, 
floated by several of his chorus, fol- 
lowed by banners of the states. On 
iop of this, the male glee club adds 
® dose of a modern ‘Over There’ 
propaganda number, which on the 
whole is a little strong for an ap- 
plause-getter. Rivers. 


America! Cavalcade Of 


A Nation 


(25-50-75-$1) 





San Francisco, June 2. 

Presented by Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition. Produced by 
Adolph L. Vollmann;: author and as- 
sistant producer, A. G. Linkletter; 
Edward V. Goodin, co-director; 
Lloyd G. Kerr, director of music; 
Phil Whiting, director of stage; Joe 
W. Brandon, ‘general 
dances, Jesse Mendelson. 





Here’s a show, a pageant and a 
lesson in Americanism all wrapped 
up in one parcel under the title of 
‘America! Cavalcade of a Nation,’ 
which takes slightly more than an 
hour to unfold and is a feature of 
ihe Frisco Fair. 

Last year the show was ‘Cavalcade 
of the West,” by the same producer, 
but more limited in scope than. the 
present attraction. In this spectacle 
Adolph L. Vollmannn keys his un- 
dertaking to the spirit of the times. 
Not only has he created a show of 
Zigantic proportions requiring more 
than 300 actors, 
wide and 200 feet deep, and utilizing 
200 head of livestock, but he delves 
inte the history of this country and 
brings forth 28 dramatic episodes 
ihat impressively tell the outstand- 
ing historical events in this nation’s 
life. The massiveness of the scenes, 
the smashing epitomical presentation 
of each, the speed of action and the 
accuracy of the episodes portrayed 
ere all to its credit. 

Producer Vollmann goes back to 
the very beginning of this country 
for his opening. The first episode 
shows the arrival of Columbus and 
hi first encounter with the Ameri- 
can Indians. The Santa Maria sails 
intG view on a special pond and has 
every appearance of authenticity. 

Then follows the founding of 
Jamestown in 1607; the Pilgrims at 
Plymouth, 1620; the Puritans and 
religious intolerance, 1635. Next 
comes the Stamp Act Riots of 1765; 
Fatrick Henry’s famous ‘Give Me 
Liberty or Give Me Death’ speech: 
the midnight ride of Paul Revere. 
Theése episodes are followed by the 
Battle of Lexington, 1775; George 
Washington at Valley Forge; the sur- 


manager; 


a stage 400 feet 


rails and Frisco at the turn of the 
century. 

William Davidson does the narra- 
tion. He has a rich and dramatic 
voice, 
are presented in boxed-in 
stages which are wheeled into posi- 
tion for their place on the program. 
Between each episode a water cur- 
tain, extending the full length of the 
stage, effectively masks the move- 
ments of the stage crew. Colored 
lights of many hues flood the water 
curtain and add to the beauty of the 
effect. : 

Many of the costumes are excel- 
lent and the two locomotives used 
in the ‘Meeting of the Rails’ are 
actual relics of early day railroading 
and make their entrance on the set 
under own steam. 

While no names of the actors par- 
ticipating are programmed in indi- 
vidual episodes, the entire cast is 
listed as a whole and includes a few 
names which were important in the 
theatre years ago. These include 
Max Dill, Edna Elsmere, Arthur 
Cunningham, Monroe Chiids and 
Larry Cook. Rivers. 


FOLIES BERGERE 


(25-55-83c) 
San Francisco, June 2. 

Clifford C. Fischer production in 
California Auditorium, World’s Fair. 
Features Four Lazanders, Denas & 
Dubin. Signor Wences, Wiere Broth- 
ers, Gloria Gilbert, The Briants (2), 
Diana Del Rio. 





Clifford C. Fischer set a pace for, 


himself here last year with his 
‘Folies Bergere,’ giving the custom- 
ers a generous taste of speed, pul- 
chritude, nudity and novelty. This 
year he’s back in the same old stand 
with a new show patterned along the 
same lines. While the b.o. has been 
plenty healthy from the opening day, 
the show lacks several things its 
predecessor had in gob lots. For one 
thing, the express train 
missing. This version hits more the 
pace of a typical vaudeville show: 
fast enough to keep the 
keyed, but not speedy enough to be 
really great. 
good. The timing of the acts is nice- 
ly handled, but considering it’s a 
revue, several of the acts seem like 
they had wandered 
alley. For instance, Red Donahue 
and his mule don’t seem to belong; 
neither does the Briants. 


Otherwise the show smacks of 
class and smartness, and the girls 
and ensembles are fine. From the! 


standpoint of nudity, Fischer seems 
to have thrown the gauntlet to the 
prudes. In two or three numbers 
the shapeliest of his beauties parade 
in and out with nothing more than 
veils as costumes. 

‘Supper at the Ambassadeurs’ is 
the opening ensemble number of the 
show. 
and beautiful costumes and permits 
the audience to get a full eyeful of 
pulchritude. The girls make their 
entrance in turn and then go into a 
series of dance routines and stage 
pictures. All nicely done. 

The leisurely pace of this opening 
is quickly dispelled by the Four La- 
zanders, tumblers. They work with 
incredible speed and bow off to 
plenty of approval. Red Donahue 
and Uno follow. Act gets laughs, but 
seems out of place in this show. In 
third spot is a mild spectacle, ‘The 
Flag.’ an adagio number by Denas 
and Dubin. The girl is costumed in 
a long flowing robe made from a flag 
of France. They do a series of pos- 
tures, rather slow, and finish with a 


marching regiment effect behind 
them. 
The outstander of the show is 


Signor Wences, a ventriloquist who 
combines juggling with his voice- 
throwing. He creates his own 
dummy, draping one hand with a 
wig to use as the head. Then by 
manipulating his thumb and _ first 
finger. he is able to create the illusion 
that the dummy’s lips are actually 
moving and talking. He utilizes sev- 


and | 


Many of the minor events | 
special | 


speed is; 


interest | 


The girls are all to the| 


into the wrong! 


It brings on the girls in novel | 


eral voices, interweaving them clev- 
erly, plays a lot for comedy effects, 
and finishes with a difficult juggling 
jand balancing act while carrying on 
la triple ventriloquial conversation. 
| He grabs the lion’s share of applause. 
'! Another act that slows the show 
, up considerably is The Briants. They 





| do their standard ‘sawdust man’ rou- 


, tine. 

The sets were well executed and 
,the work of an adagio trio in “The 
| Tiger Hunt’ scene is one of the 
|show’s toppers. Other striking en- 
|sembles and stage pictures are “The 
!Bottom of the Sea,’ featuring Denas 
'and Dubin: ‘The Luminous Fountain’ 
| and the ‘Opera Ballet,’ in which 
,Gloria Gilbert does a spinning dance 
| that ties up the proceedings. 

Show is playing three times daily. 

Rivers. 


N. Y. Fair 














Railroads on Parade 
(25-55e) 


Edward Hungerford 
drama of trunsport, 


productions of the 
Four vets, 14 scenes, 


|} Music by Kurt Weill: lyrics by Edward 
Hungerford; stared by Charles \lan; 
Scenery and costumes by Harry Horner; 
orchestra and chorus directed by Dr. Isaue 
Van Grove; steve designed by Edward 
Hungerford; technical direction by Giloert 
Hi. Kneiss. 

Narrators: Ellen Love and John 
O'Shaughnessy, Cust: Jack Gilehbrist, 


Charles Keane, Robert Harrison, John Mere 


ley and Michael! Owen; sound room, 

j Charles Oleott, Bon Lochner and Rovert | 
Lynn; singers, Adelaide Abbot, Ray lDectels, 
Fred Kouhniy, William Marel, Riehard 
Norman, Kdward Ransom, Rufus Smith, 

| William Wahlert, Don Wallingford and 

| Karl Weatherford, Ensemble, 101; locos 


; motive crews, 11; drivers, 5, 





With plenty of pageant competi- 
tion on the Great White Way this 
| season, Edward Hungerford wisely 
|; has speeded up the action for his 
| ‘Railroads on Parade’ this year. Re- 
/sult is a better show than in 1939, 
, when it was tabbed as the most 
‘lavish industrial production at the 
fair. And lowering of the admis- 
| sion tap to 25c. with only a sprink- 
| ling of reserved boxes at 55c., is in 
line with lowered admission prices 
, at the exposition. It’s bound to help 
| attendance here. 
| Cavalcade of iron horses again is 
| sponsored by the Eastern Railroad 
| Presidents Conference, comprising 
| 25 railway systems. It's housed in 
|}the huge Railroad Building, im- 


| mediately adjacent to General Mo- | 
Elaborate canopy and special | 


tors. 
designations make the entrance more 
| accessible than last season. Show 
dropped more than $140.000 on the 
enterprise in 1939. but wrote it off 
as exploitation and goodwill for rail 
transportation. 


This year’s transportation produc- | 


tion is more like a three-ring circus 
than the first venture at the N. Y. 
| Fair. Strikes an early 
and never lags. 
same general pattern, a faster mov- 
ing panorama of railroading has been 
concocted. 

For one. thing. 


early historical 


episodes, which inclined to drag last | 


season, have been snapped up and 


some eliminated. Ballet -numbers 
have been tossed out in place of, 
spectacular thrills and the parade | 


of giant locomotives and trains. Show 
has the closest thing to a strip num- 
ber possible for an industrial pro- 


duction, when a comely miss readies | 


for retiring in the cut-out bedroom 
of the Luxury Pullman, 
taste, however. 
Numerous antique locomotives and 
other railway equipment are em- 
ployed in depicting the pioneer days 


of railroading. “The Lincoln episode | 
again is aS gripping as before, while | 


the producers wisely have left in the 
scene showing the linking of the 


final gap in the first transcontinental | 


system. 

One new twist is the episode cov- 
ering the turn of the century, with 
the popularity of bikes, the. horse- 
car of old New York, and new- 
fangled automobiles building 
atmosphere for the most sensational 
scene of all. A three-horse first en- 
gine roars down the street to an 
imaginery blaze, while farther in the 


background the Empire State Ex- ' 


press (drawn by the famed No. 999, 
speed-holder of the day) rushes in 
the opposite direction. Actual 


equipment used in that era add to | 


the realism. 

Modern terminal scene is faster- 
moving than in 1939. Climaxial 
episode as N. Y. Central's huge Cen- 
tury locomotive and the 


streamlined giant face each other 


i has been heightened by adding an- 


other steel monster, a Lackawanna 
super engine, coming in on the track 
immediately to the rear. 

Dr. Isaac Van Grove's orchestra 
plays the entire show, this time from 
the main auditorium and much more 
effectively. His musie is sound- 
synchronized as is the dialog for the 


vast stage. Players simply go 
through the motions of speaking. 
with actual dialog readers and 
chorus being hidden from view back- 
stage. 

Kurt Weill’'s music tops the first 


year's effort, plus a counle of hold- 


over numbers. while Charles Alan 
and Gilbert H. Kneiss, latter the 
technical director. rate bends for 


their deft staging. Even at dress re- 
hearsal. show ran only 60 minutes, 
with prospect that it may be 
trimmed five or 10 minutes. 

At 25c., this is easily the buy of 
the exhibit zone at the Fair. Wear 


swift gait, | 
While following the | 


All in good | 


the | 


Pennsy’ | 
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i. Continued from page ae 


| not believe national defense propa- 
|; ganda would be sought in any fea- 
iture. productions. Along these lines, 
executives said they would study 
the reaction of the boxoffice to out- 
|right war features being released 
| currently to ascertain if the public 
rated them as entertainment. Right 
;now, many in the trade are inclined 
| to believe that lighter fare is de- 
| Sired, public getting sufficient doses 
{of outright war material via news- 
| reels, 

| Also, producers and chief execs 
| were inclined to fear public reaction 
‘to any outright propaganda films no 
/matter how cleverly 
|There also is the angle that picture 
companies might be accused of 
| political favoritism under the guise 
of boosting a national defense pro- 
gram. 


‘Trying to Mastermind 
What Public Will Buy 


Pall of watchful waiting which. 
| when Hitler's blitzkrieg began al- 
|; most a month ago, settled over those 
|major studio execs responsible for 
|future production plans, has. now 
{progressed to the nail - biting 
i stage. Meanwhile doubt and inde- 
| cision as to types of stories to be 
| filmed and properties to be pur- 
| chased grow continually deeper. 
Major problem is whether the 
great American customer wants pure 
war, pure laughs, pure drama or 
pot pourri. There’s adequate argu- 
ment for any of the alternatives, al- 
though from b.o. results of several 
war pictures now in circulation, the 
suspicion is beginning to grow that 
they are the wrong number at this 
juncture. Comedy appears on the 
upbeat at the boxoffice. Meantime, 
however, production execs are do- 
ing nothing while they wait for the 
evidence of public taste to develop. 
| Work in all cases appears to be 
| continuing on pictures with war 








| Taking Stinger Out 








Hollywood, June 4. 
Charles Chaplin is readying a 
prelude for his picture, ‘The Dic- 
| tator,’ explaining that it’s all in 
fun. 
Film is slated for September 
release through United Artists. 








themes or war angles already in 
production, the stoppage being on 
those which are scheduled for the 
future and on purchase of others, 
Most important pictures with war 
angles now in work are Metro's ‘Es- 
cape,’ Charles Chaplin's “The Dicta- 
tor,’ and Walter Wanger's ‘Foreign 
Correspondent.’ Effect of the blitz- 


| krieg has been only perhaps to slow ' 


up production while yarns are 
brought up to date. 
Story departments of the major 


studios both on the Coast and in 
New York are morgue-like. Books. 
plays and originals are pouring in 
| as usual, with a more than generous 
sprinkling of war stories among 
‘them. They are gone over in rou- 
tine fashion. Reports are made out, 
some of them with recommenda- 
tions of purchase, but all preceded 
by a mighty IF. Meantime story 
| editors sit back, not even requesting 
prices on properties which would 
have been the object of heated bid- 
iding even a month ago Buying 
hiatus applies not only to war tales, 
| but to all. 

While the 10 principal distributing 
| companies have turned loose notice- 
ably few war stories since the dec- 
laration last September, the fate of 
those released is what is holding up 
more of them. Most recent testi- 
'mony for the do-not-touch opinion 
; is provided hy Republic's ‘Women in 
| War’ and Universal's ‘Ski Patrol.’ 
Neither is felt to be doing the busi- 
ness it should, 

Other pictures with war or affili- 
ated themes released during 1940-41 
or soon to be released include ‘Mad 
Men of Europe’ (Col), ‘Phantom 
Raiders’ (Metro), ‘Danger Flights’ 
(Mono), ‘Sons of the Navy’ ‘«Mono). 
‘Torpedo Raider’ (Mono), ‘Mystery 
Sea Raider’ (Par), ‘Goose Step’ 
(PDC), ‘Lion Has Wings’ (UA), ‘All 
Quiet on the Western Front’ (U) 
(reissue), and ‘Confessions of a Nuzi 


Spy’ (WB reissue). 
Bernhardt’s War Pic 
Hollywood. June 4. 
Kurt Bernhardt took over the @i- 
rection of Warners’ ‘The Secret 


NY. Fair’s Ist Weather Break Brings 
Big Attendance; Eateries Caught Short 





Good weather breaks Saturday: 
train at night) and Sunday, plus 
Memorial Day (30), gave the N. Y. 
World’s Fair reason to be convinced 
that the 40 Exposition is ‘in.’ Week 
ending Saturday night (1) totaled 
756,317, with 1,135,085 including Sun- 
day's crowd of 378,769, which was 
a new mark for this year and third 
best in both seasons. 

Past week's attendance repre- 
sented an operation in the black, 
reputedly for the first time this 





concealed. | 


year. The exposition estimates 100.- 
000 average daily attendance neces- 
sary to break even. Included in 
Sunday's total was a 100,000 block- 
ticket buy, at 40c each, by the In- 
ternational Garment Workers Union. 

What impresses concessionaires on 
the Great White Way most is the way 
people flock to the amusement zone 


early and_ stay late. This ajso 
pleases the exposition officials, be- 
cause click of attractions on the 
midway not only means additional 
coin for the fair operations, but rep- 
resents a definite draw to the Flush- 
ing site, something sadly lacking in 
1939. Capacity crowds at the Ameri- 
can Jubilee, Aquacade, New Orelans 
and Hall of Music were the rule on 
Decoration day and over the week- 
end, although rain trimmed the last 
shows Saturday. 

An idea of the big midway busi- 
ness on Sunday is gleaned from 
Aquacade’s gross that day of $20,741 
on an attendance of 42,241 in four 
shows. Gay New Orleans, playing 
more shows at a lower scale (25c) 
drew 62,000 people, many of them 
ILGWU_ workers at a cut rate. 
‘Streets of Paris’ last week came 
through with its first profit, grossing 
better than $19,000 on the week. 

After a stretch of bad weather, the 
midway restaurants were caught 
flatfooted by the big Memorial Day 
(30) crowd of 317,331. Many of the 
spots ran out of food early, plus be- | 
ing under-staffed to handle the jam- 
ups in the eateries. 


Army.’ originally assigned to Wil- 
liam K. Howard, who is busy mak- 
ing ‘Money and the Woman.’ 

Picture rolls June 7, with a sched- 
ule calling for day and night shifts 
to insure early release. It deals 
with the German occupaticn of Hol- 
land. 

Budget. was upped $50,000 on 
‘Refugee,’ formerly ‘Doctors Don't 
Tell,’ currently in production under 
supervision of Sol C. Siegel at Re- 
public. 

John Wayne, Sigrid Gurie 
Charles Coburn top the cast. 


‘Nurse Cavell’ No B.O. 
Syracuse, N. Y., June 4. 
American audiences still refuse to 
go for the more blatant forms of 
propaganda, if Syracuse is any cri- 


and 





terion. Trying to capitalize on the 
Belgian invasion last week, RKO- 
Paramount booked ‘Nurse’ Edith 


Cavell,’ a reissue, for a test run to 
coincide with the blitzkrieg of the 
Nazis. 

Despite some nice ballyhoo, busi- 
ness was so bad the pro-British biog- 
raphy of the English spy and war 
martyr was yanked in two days. 





Fine Arts Co.’s Break 
Via Oldie War Films 


Blitzkreig and Fifth Column 
tivity, no matter what havoc wreaked 
in Europe, have given a temporary 
new lease of life to Fine Arts Pic- 
tures, Franklyn Warner’s producing 
and distributing outfit formed last 
winter. In the absence of new pice 
tures. which Warner has been prome 
ising for almost six months, his New 
York headquarters and franchise exe 
change operators have been attempt- 
ing to subsist on seven films made 
more than a year ago and acquired 
from Grand National when that cut- 
fit went bankrupt. 

It now turns out that four of the 
films deal with spy and War subjects 
which were more or less fantastic 
when they were made. Heavy plug- 
ging on them is garnering plenty of 
dates with one, ‘Exile Express,’ get- 
ting a first-run by Fox-West Coast 
in Milwaukee starting Friday (7). 
Other three are ‘Cipher Bureau,’ 
‘Shadows Over Shanghai’ and ‘Purna- > 
me Patro).’ 


ac- 
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When His Honor gets steamed up about radio, that’s something. 
And here you see Mayor Maurice J. Tobin of Boston 
in action. He’s pointing out the new coverage of WBZ 
and saying to Vincent F. Callahan, the station’s Gen- 
eral Manager, “‘Boston is as proud of its super-power 
radio station as you are yourself. And we, too, look 
forward to the increase in the already excellent service 


WBZ war council agog over the blitzkrieg 
of orders that advertisers have fired at 
them. At Mr. Callahan’s left in the front 
row, Frank R. Bowes, sales manager. 
On Mr. Callahan’s right, Dwight A. 
Myer, plant manager. Looking on, sales 
promotion manager, Harry D. Good- 
win, and program director, John F. Mc- 
Namara. Said Mr. Bowes; “We could 
stay on the air twenty-four hours a day 
and still do a land office business the 
way the orders are piling in from adver- 
tisers!”” To which Mr. Callahan replied: 
“That just proves advertisers know a 
good buy when they see one. We now 
dominate the Metropolitan Boston mar- 
ket of 2,500,000 listeners!” Youtan reach 
‘em on the Blue—at all-time low cost! 


a 





you will render*this city ... What a great Opportu- 
nity for Boston’s business to utilize radio’s most 
modern magic to our mutual benefit!” Yes — and 
a great sales opportunity for Blue advertisers 
who know the Blue’s “Money Market” coverage 
at unmatched national cost is regularly topped 
off with extra coverage bonus at no extra cost. 


Frank B. .zs visits John C. Dowd, president of 
one of Boston’s leading agencies. Said 
Mr. Dowd: “The increased coverage of 
WBZ is great news, Frank. The station 
has always done a grand job for our 
clients—and will do even better now!” 
Which pretty much sums 
up what Blue Network ad- 
vertisers are saying. There 
are profits for you in this 
network—at a national 
cost no other medium can 
match! 


[es thr, 


...and you don’t need a 
million bucks to do a national 
advertising job on the network 
which now offers you extra 
coverage in this great New 

England “Money Market” 

at no extra cost! 





LUE NETWORK advertisers are grinning 
B more broadly than ever these days. For 
another luscious Blue bonus has been given to 
them. This time, it’s extra coverage in the rich 
Metropolitan Boston area—at no extra cost! 


To cover New England’s richest market as 
it has never been covered before by radio, 
WBZ moves its transmitter location to Hull, 
on Boston Harbor. There the most modern 
50,000 watt transmitting facilities were built. 
And with them, dominant coverage has been 
emphatically obtained! 

This is another of the many extra cover- 
age bonuses that the Blue Network has been 
pyramiding for advertisers in the past eleven 
months. And this is one reason why the Blue 
has become America’s outstanding advertis- 
ing buy. 

Other reasons why 70% of the Blue’s 1938 
advertisers renewed for 1939-40 and brought 
17 new Blue boosters with them: 


1. Lowest national cost — 


the result of the famous Blue Network Dis- 
count Plan. : 


2. “Money Market” Coverage— 
concentrated in the places where 72% of 
America’s effective buying power is located. 


At all-time low cost you can take new profits 
out of your business by, discovering that sales 
begin where the Blue begins—for only $5,000* 
a week, nighttime half hour, coast to coast. 
National Broadcasting Company, A Radio 
Corporation of America Service. 


* Time auly 
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